
 

  

Noach 5778 

And the rain was – ויהי הגשם 
We have just concluded the season of the Holidays of 
Tishrei, during which there were some called 'ימי חתימה' – 
‘Days of Sealing’, and there are some who ask, how is it 
possible? We say that Rosh Hashanah is ‘Yom HaDin’ 
[Judgment Day], then how can Yom Kippur be ‘Yom HaDin’ 
[Judgment Day]? Then they ask, Yom Kippur is the ‘Yom 
Chasima’ [Day when all is sealed] and how can we say that 
Hoshanah Rabbah is the ‘Yom Chasima’ [Day when all is 
sealed]? The explanation is that on Rosh Hashanah Hashem 
Yisbarach writes and on Yom Kippur He seals and on 
Hoshanah Rabbah He verifies the seal, however, if we 
examine our parsha perhaps we can better understand this 
topic. 
When the flood began to rain, the Torah writes (7:12)  ויהי'

 And the rain was upon the earth’ and‘ – הגשם על הארץ'
Rashi HaKadosh explains ‘And the rain was – but further on it 
says מבול''ויהי ה  – ‘and the flood was’. When He brought the 
rains down, He brought them down with mercy, so that if 
the people would repent it would be rains of blessing, but 
when they did not repent, the rains became a flood. We see 
an amazing thing from the words of Rashi, that the decree 
had already been issued, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu waited 
120 years until Noach built the ark, and when the time came 
He waited an additional seven days until Mesushelach died. 
Finally, when the rain began to fall they came down with 
mercy as rain of blessing, for perhaps the people would 
repent, and then, not only would there not be a flood, 
rather, it would be rain of blessing! 
Based on this explanation we can understand quite well how 
there could be Judgment Days and Sealing Days, for 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu in His abundance of mercy fives us 
more and more opportunities to repent [do Teshuva], and 
still, even now the Gate of Tears is not locked, and everyone 
can do Teshuva as HaKadosh Baruch Hu opens the gate to 
those who knock with Teshuva. 
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a always says in the name of Tzaddikim 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu sends us thousands of hints  and 
calls out to us every day to do Teshuva, we only have to be 
receptive, open our eyes, open our ears, hear the callings. 
Every time you see a notice or hear the announcement that 
someone passed away, this is a hint from heaven to remind 
us that we will not be here forever, and so, come, let us not 
be fools like the generation of the flood who did not listen to 
the warnings and hints. True, these days are not designated 
as ‘Days of Repentance’, however, this is why we are told 
(Succah 53a) ‘Happy is he who never sinned, but he who has 
sinned, let him repent and be forgiven.’ 
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A stay of an order to leave - צו עיקוב יציאה 
This story is about a young man, a Tzaddik who has been confined to a 
wheelchair since infancy, he studies the Holy Torah day and night and 
does not stop even for a moment. 
He arrived in the Land of Israel for a visit accompanied by an aide who 
helped him whenever he needed assistance. 
At the end of his stay I went to get him from his rented apartment to 
take him to the airport to return to the United States. 
After we got him, the suitcases, and the wheelchair into the car he asked 
that I wait a little so that he could return the key to the owner of the 
apartment. I waited about ten minutes and the apartment owner had 
not yet come. Since time was pressing, I told him that when I returned 
to Yerushalayim I would return the key to the owner of the apartment. 
He explained to me that the apartment owner lives in another city. I 
took the responsibility to return the key to him either by me or a 
messenger and I began the trip. We had traveled a short distance when 
the apartment owner called that he had gotten to the apartment but I 
refused to turn around so that he not miss the flight. 
After driving for twenty minutes, I asked them if they had their 
passports and everything they needed for the flight. He looked at the 
aide and the aide looked at him and after two minutes of tense silence 
they explained that they left the passports in the apartment. 
My luck, just then there was an exit from the main highway and I turned 
back to Yerushalayim, but now it was clear that they would not make 
the flight and I brought him back to the apartment with the key still in 
his hand and he could stay and he would have to take a flight the next 
day. 
Had we returned the key, he would not have had a place to stay as not 
every apartment can accommodate a wheelchair, and the passports 
were there. Now we saw the great hashgacha that the owner was not 
there to get the key. 
As we were driving back to the city he took out his cell phone and called 
a certain driver to take him at 11:30 at night to grave of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKadosh. I asked him why he suddenly thought of going to 
the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh. He said: ‘Before coming to Israel, I said I 
would go to the Ohr HaChaim since I give a weekly shiur on his sefer. I 
arranged with my taxi driver to pick me up at 5:00 AM to go but he woke 
up late and this is why I missed my flight. I know that the reason I was 
stopped from leaving Israel was because I didn’t keep my promise and 
until I do, I can’t leave Israel. So I called him now, and since he knows 
that he made me miss my flight, he will definitely come tonight to take 
me, and only then can I leave…’ 
The next day he left Israel in peace after keeping his promise… 
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HaKadosh Baruch Hu only promised that when they are done and 
leave the world then they earn burial which has no effect on the 
living. Thus, something which comes about through difficulty and 
exertion is entirely different than something which comes easily.   
Chazal have stated (Shir Hashirim Rabbah Parsha 8 Siman 10) ‘Why did 
Shlomo give You a thousand [karbanos]? R’ Chiya the son of Rebbe 
Abba of Yaffo said ‘One who learns Torah with distress takes a 
thousand, without distress takes two hundred as his reward. From 
whom do we learn this? From the tribe of Yissachar and the tribe of 
Naftali. The tribe of Naftali was involved in and studied Torah with 
distress took a thousand as its reward as it states (Divrei Hayamim I 
 Of Naftali – one thousand officers’. But‘ – 'ומנפתלי שרים אלף' (12:35
the tribe of Yissachar which studied Torah without distress took a 
reward of two hundred as it states (12:33) וכל אחיהם  'ראשיהם מאתים

'על פיהם  – ‘two hundred chiefs, with all of their kinsmen following 
their counsel’. 
Based on this we can understand the words of Chazal (Chagigah 9b) 
on the posuk (Malachai 3:18)  ושבתם וראיתם בין צדיק לרשע בין עובד'

 You will return and see the difference‘ – אלקים לאשר לא עבדו'
between a righteous person and a wicked person, between one who 
serves G-d and one who does not serve Him.’ There is no comparison 
between one who recites his passage one hundred times, and one 
who recites his passage one hundred and one times. When we 
consider this, the person who recites his passage one hundred times, 
demonstrates that he is an illustrious Tzaddik and yet, is it a small 
thing that he has toiled in his studies again and again until it is fluent 
in his mind? This is a major accomplishment, but when we stand him 
up against one who has recited his passage one hundred and one 
times we consider the first one as if ‘he has not served’ and what is 
the difference between the two? A little extra effort more than the 
first, although the one who recited one hundred times reaches a very 
high level, and without a doubt his reward is immeasurable, however, 
the one who added one more recitation added just a bit more effort 
and that small amount adds to the value and elevates his actions 
greatly, to the extent that it makes the first one look like he has not 
served. This teaches you that every action is dependent on the effort 
and exertion put into it, and every least bit of extra effort enables the 
person to elevate his actions a large amount, and is worth much more 
than doing it without that little bit of extra effort. 
Based on this we can understand the rationale of Rebbe Yehoshua 
ben Levi when he said (Berachos 47b) ‘A person should always awake 
early to go to shul so that he should merit to be counted among the 
first ten. For even if one hundred come after him, he receives the 
reward of all of them.’ One who wakes early and leaves early to go to 
shul to daven [pray] has increased the measure more than the ones 
who come later than him, and as stated, any little bit magnifies the 
mitzvah immeasurably, therefore it is only right that he should take a 
reward equal to all of them. 
These words should be a great encouragement to those whose 
Inclination holds them back, and stands before them with all sorts of 
excuses causing them to negate the mitzvos in the Torah. They must 
know that the destructive Inclination was not given permission to stop 
them from the service of the Creator, these hindrances are only a 
challenge to elevate the service and increase their reward. On the 
contrary, when a person sees these hindrances overpowering him, he 
should realize that he is given the opportunity to overpower these 
difficulties and through them become closer to his Creator.  
 
 

ויקח שם ויפת את השמלה וישימו על שכם שניהם וילכו אחרנית ויכסו 
)ט:כג(אחרנית וערות אביהם לא ראו: את ערות אביהם ופניהם   

And Shem and Yaphes took a garment, laid it upon both their 
shoulders, and they walked backwards, and covered their 
father’s nakedness; their faces were turned backward, and they 
did not see their father’s nakedness. (9:23) 
Rashi explains: And Shem and Yaphes took – It is not written “and 
they took”, rather “and he took”. This teaches us about Shem that 
he exerted effort in the commandment more than Yaphes did. 
This is why his children were privileged with the tallis of tzitzis. 
Yaphes earned burial for his children, as it states (Yechezkal 39:11) 

שם קבר'ום 'אתן לגוג מק  – ‘I will give to Gog there a place for 
burial’. And Cham, who disgraced his father, it is said of his 
offspring (Yeshayah 20:4)  כן ינהג מלך אשור את שבי מצרים ואת'

 Thus will the King of‘ – גלות כוש נערים וזקנים ערום ויחף וחשופי שת'
Assyria lead the captives of Egypt and the exiles of Cush, young 
ones and old ones, tattered and barefoot, and with buttocks 
bared.’ 
We learn from here that the main measurement in the elevation 
of the service is dependent on the quality of the effort put into it. 
The Torah testifies that in actuality, the two sons of Noach 
together fulfilled the mitzvah, however, at the same time the 
Torah hints to us that the main mitzvah is relegated to Shem, 
since he exerted more effort into it. That is, although both of 
them were equal partners in the act, still, since he put more effort 
into the act to complete it, therefore, the Torah made his act 
more important than Yaphes. When we measure the action of one 
compared to the other, we consider the act of Yaphes tiny when 
compared to the act of Shem. Even though HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
considers every small deed that a person does for his benefit, and 
as we see the Torah did not completely hide the action of Yaphes, 
still, when we contrast the action of one in relation to the other, 
only the action of Shem is given significance and it is only to him 
that the Torah writes ‘and he took’.  
The virtue of this is clearly seen in the reward given, as the 
difference of the reward of this one as compared to the other one 
is like the distance from heaven to earth. Shem, whose mitzvah 
came through effort, his children were privileged with the tallis of 
tzitzis, while the descendants of Yaphes earned burial in the war 
of Gog and Magog. Let us consider this, first of all, we see that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu hastened the reward of Shem as Israel was 
privileged with it from the time of the giving of the Torah. 
However, the reward of Yaphes has still not yet come into being. 
Also, the quality of the reward of Shem is immeasurable and the 
quality of the reward of Yaphes does not even reach the ankles of 
the other reward. Shem was privileged with something that brings 
satisfaction to the King of the World, he also earned the request 
of his heart as without a doubt he wanted to fulfill the mitzvah to 
bring satisfaction to his Creator, and he was privileged to fulfill it 
as his descendants after him cause satisfaction through the 
mitzvah of tzitzis, in addition to all this, we consider the reward of 
Shem to a fund that bears interest, for in its merit, his offspring 
earned the World to Come. However, Yaphes is pitiful because his 
reward does not bring satisfaction to the King of the World and 
there is no fund bearing interest. His offspring are never given 
anything to bring satisfaction Above, and of course the World to 
Come is not guaranteed to them.  
 

 לפום צערא אגרא
The reward is in proportion to the exertion 

 


