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Test Time –  מבחןשעת  
At 1:30 in the morning I found myself standing in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh Bet waiting for a ride to take me home towards 
Cheftziba far from Ramah Bet, together with me stood another 
man who wanted to go to religious Kiryah which is relatively much 
closer than Cheftziba. 
While waiting, the man next to me asked me if I was also going to 
Kiryah, I replied that I wanted to go to Cheftziba. He smiled 
slightly and asked: “Do you really think that you will find a ride to 
Cheftziba at this late hour?!” 
I curtly replied: “Hashem can do anything!” 
However, my reply was not good enough for him and he went on 
(apparently to ward off boredom) asking: “Perhaps if you ask me 
for 100 shekel, will I give it to you?!” 
I replied again: “Hashem can do anything, but with the will of 
Hashem, He can also not do something, that is His decision and I 
accept whatever He decides!” 
Just then a car stopped in the waiting area going to the Kiryah, of 
course the man standing with me smiled as he got in the car and 
closed the door behind him wishing me luck facetiously, however, 
the driver opened the window and told me to get in. I told him 
that I was going to Cheftziba, but he insisted that I get in the car. I 
got in the car thinking that I would get out at the entrance to the 
Kiryah and perhaps from there Hashem would send me a ride to 
Cheftziba. 
The driver reached the entrance to Kiryah and said that he is not 
driving in and only stopping at the entrance, the first traveler got 
out a little angry and I too opened the door to get out, but the 
driver told me to stay seated until we reached Cheftziba. 
He asked me where I lived, and he took me to the door of my 
house, I thanked him warmly and I waited for him to pull away, 
and then I saw that he turned around and went in an entirely 
different direction. He went out of his way and took me home 
only because ‘He can do anything’ pretending that he was going 
there and that he was not going out of his way for me. 
I entered the building with thanks to Hashem for the mission that 
he had done for me! 
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ךל שופטים ושוטרים תתן  
Judges and Officers shall you appoint 

This parsha is read at the beginning of the month of Teshuva 
(Repentance], the month of Elul. It is written in the holy seforim 
that 'המשפט הוא בחינת תשובה' – ‘judgment is considered as 
repentance’, and our Holy Torah comes to hint to us regarding the 
mitzvah of Teshuva which is standing at our doorway during these 
days. When we speak about Teshuva it is impossible to not speak 
about the Teshuva that is deficient even though it is the most 
important Teshuva of all, that is, Teshuva for transgressions 
between one person and another. For some reason, a person 
exerts all his effort to repent for matters that are between man 
and the Omnipresent, however, the matters between one man 
and another we forget about them and we do not even give them 
any thought. We must remember the ruling in Shulchan Aruch on 
Hilchos Erev Yom Kippur that Yom Kippur does not atoner for the 
sins between one man and another unless we appease him! 
In Tefillas Neilah which concludes the prayers of the Yomim 
Noraim [Days of Awe] we say 'למען נחדל מעושק ידינו' – ‘so that we 
can withdraw our hands from oppression’, and we are aware of 
that which is written before Tefillas Neilah that a person must 
concentrate and think about any money that came to him 
improperly, and if so, he accepts upon himself to return it 
immediately after the holiday. 
It is fitting to mention again what HaRav HaTzaddik Rebbe Zundel 
Kroizer ztvk”l told someone, ‘I can eat your food because you only 
eat food with an exceptional hechsher [kosher certification], but I 
cannot take your money because it has no hechsher!’ 
This is what the Torah is saying: ‘Judges and officers shall you 
appoint’, now, at the beginning of the month of Elul we remind 
ourselves to make a judgment for ourselves, before the Yom 
HaDin [Judgment Day] arrives and the Judge of the World passes 
judgment, make a judgment for yourself. Check where you need 
improvement and from whom do you have to ask for forgiveness, 
and with whom you have to reconcile the differences. In truth, it is 
appropriate for every person to set aside a certain amount of time 
every day for introspection, during which one judges himself on a 
daily basis, and he examines himself and his interaction with his 
Maker to see if he has conducted himself properly on this day or if 
chas v’shalom not. Then, he should immediately do Teshuva and 
correct that which needs correcting. It is in regard to this that 
Chazal have stated (Avos 2:15) ד קודם מתתך''שוב יום אח  – ‘Repent 
one day before your death’, The students asked Rebbe Eliezer, 
‘Does a person know on which day he will die so that he can 
repent?’ He told them, ‘Surely, he should repent today for perhaps 
he will die tomorrow’ and we find that all his days are spent in 
repentance. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Shoftim 
  

 



 

 

 אין אדם שומע לי ומפסיד
No person who listens to me loses 

 
 

נים ואל קסמים ישמעו כי הגוים האלה אשר אתה יורש אותם אל מענ
לך ה' אלקיך: נביא מקרבך מאחיך כמני יקים לך ה' תן ואתה לא כן נ

טו(-)יח:ידאלקיך אליו תשמעון:   

For these nations that you are possessing, they listen to 
astrologers and diviners; but as for you, not so has Hashem, your 
G-d, given for you. A prophet from your midst, from your 
brothers, like me, shall Hashem, your G-d, establish for you, to 
him shall you listen. (18:14-15) 
Rashi explains: Not so has Hashem, your G-d, given for you – to 
listen to astrologers and to diviners, for see now, He has rested His 
Divine Presence upon the prophets and the Urim VeTumim. 
Our usual approach is to find hidden things in the Torah of Hashem, 
as Torah is an expression of ‘hora’ah’ – teaching. The teaching 
emerges from the Torah and taches a Jewish person how he can 
straighten his ways to prepare himself to cling to his Creator. We 
find this teaching in the above-stated posuk, that according to the 
simple meaning of the posuk the intent is to warn us about the 
command mentioned that we not seek out diviners and wizards and 
the such, for if we do this then we are like the nations of the world. 
In truth, once one digs deeper into the matter he finds the general 
ways of life regarding his obligation in the world. 
Clearly, one who considers this will wonder and ask, ‘What is this 
posuk coming to inform us?’ On a simple level, the Torah is only 
telling us the advantage of Israel, that they are different from the 
nations of the rest of the world who are drawn after diviners and 
astrologers. Not so with Israel as HaKadosh Baruch Hu separated 
them and forbade them to do this. The matter requires clarity, why 
did the Torah have to mention this explicitly? The negative precept 
stated in the Torah testifies to this, as every mitzvah is a sign that 
separates Israel from the other nations, and it is not necessary to 
repeat these things, and just as the Torah did not reveal this by the 
other mitzvos of the Torah. Even if we do understand the need for 
mentioning this separation, it would be fitting for us to understand 
what and why the Torah saw fit to mention the issue specifically by 
the warning of astrologers and diviners? Were we not commanded 
613 mitzvos, and every mitzvah is a sign for Israel that they are 
different from the other nations who did not merit the Torah? Why 
did the Torah see fit to mention this separation of Israel and the 
nations by this mitzvah more than the other mitzvos in the Torah? 
In order to answer these questions, we will first mention the 
statement in the Gemara (Chulin 109b): Yalta said to Rav Nachman, 
‘Let us see, whatever the Merciful One forbade us, He permitted us 
something corresponding. He forbade us blood, but He permitted 
us liver. He forbade us relations with a niddah, but permitted 
relations with a woman who has discharged blood of purity. He 
forbade eating the cheilev [fat] of a domestic animal, but permitted 
us cheilev [fat] of an undomesticated animal. He forbade pork, but 
permitted the brains of a shibuta [according to Rashi a species of 
fish whose brains taste the same as pork]. He forbade girusa [a 
non-kosher bird], but permitted fish tongue [which tastes the 
same]. He forbade relations with a married woman, but permitted 
relations with a divorcee while her husband is alive. He forbade 
relations with one’s brother’s wife, but permitted a yevamah [the 
widow of a brother who died childless]. He forbade relations with a 
Cuthian, but permitted ‘the beautiful captive’. I would like to eat 
something that tastes like meat cooked with milk!’ Rav Nachman 
ordered his chefs, ‘Impale for her udders on a spit and roast them!’     
 
  
 

This statement reveals a very great thing to us, Yalta, the wife of 
Rav Nachman, reveals here that you do not have a mitzvah in the 
Torah that by keeping it a person stands to lose out on something 
chas v’chalilah. Even though the person is refraining from doing 
what his spirit desires and is deprived from some pleasure, still, the 
pleasure that he would have had were he not restrained by the 
mitzvos he is able to get in another way. This comes about even 
though the person does not know the reason for the restraint, still, 
he must know that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has the explanation and 
demonstrates the very nature of the conduct of Above. HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has His reasons and is protecting the person from some 
harm or distress because of his observance of these mitzvos. 
The person must know that there is a specific reason why the Torah 
did not reveal the explanation of every restraint in the Torah, for 
then the free will of the person would be nullified. Is it not the 
purpose of all the mitzvos to bring a person to choose, and then 
when the person chooses properly he causes satisfaction to his 
Creator. However, all this is relevant when the person has to 
overcome his Inclination, but if the person knows the reason for the 
prohibition then there would be no opening for the Inclination to 
entice him to sin and the glory of heaven would then not be 
increased through this. 
Based on what we have stated, we can understand the intent of our 
posuk. The Torah does not want to reveal here that we are different 
from other nations, as this does not require a posuk, as we have 
stated every sign in the Torah testifies to this. Rather, the Torah 
wanted to reveal this to us, that no person listens to the voice of his 
Creator and loses. Therefore, one the previous posukim warn not to 
follow after diviners and astrologers, the Torah continues to inform 
us that even in the eyes of the person it seems as a loss since the 
other nations derive satisfaction from fortune tellers for in times of 
trouble they turn to the fortune tellers and they are comforted by 
the fortune tellers telling them their futures. Nevertheless, the 
Torah tells us 'לא כן נתן לך ה' אלקיך' – ‘not so has Hashem, your G-d, 
given for you’, this possibility is held back from the Jewish Nation, 
still, they must know that they do not lose out at all, just the 
opposite, the explanation for their distress is the true explanation 
that the nations do not earn at all. As the posuk continues  נביא'

 A prophet from‘ – מקרבך מאחיך כמני יקים לך ה' אלקיך אליו תשמעון'
your midst, from your brothers, like me, shall Hashem, your G-d, 
establish for you, to him shall you listen’. If you have to know the 
future you do not have to do it in a prohibited manner as HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has set up for you the prophets and the Urim VeTumim, 
through which you can know what Hashem requests of you and the 
way to achieve success and blessing in all that you do. 
From here it is incumbent on the person to compare this theme to all the 
other mitzvos, for every mitzvah that seems to cause a loss is only 
appearances, but the truth of the matter is that there are things that cover 
the loss, sometimes a person can see this and sometimes not. All this is a 
great encouragement to go with HaKadosh Baruch Hu in innocence. 
In light of what was said we can understand why the Torah the warning of 
the diviners and revealed this to us, although each mitzvah that causes a 
loss has an explanation, still, the explanation of the other mitzvos is not 
considered a mitzvah, and this mitzvah the explanation is a mitzvah. 
Listening to a prophet is not just good advice and gives the person a 
substitute for the diviners chas v’chalilah, but it is also a mitzvah from the 
Torah as it states, ‘to him shall you listen’ and then the explanation is not 
considered a relevation as it is cloaked in a mitzvah. However, if the 
explanation was stated by the other mitzvos in the Torah then the secret 
would have been revealed and the Torah did not want to do this as it takes 
away the person’s choice. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we have the strength and ability to 
always quell our Inclination and give satisfaction before Him. 
 


