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Now You Know 
This week tells us of the sin of the 

Golden Calf r”l.  When Moshe pleaded to 
save the Jewish People, he used several 

arguments. 

First he said, “Why should Your wrath 
burn against this people that you took 

from Egypt with great might and a 
powerful arm?” 

Then he asked, “Why should Egypt say 
that You took them out in order to wipe 

them off the face of the earth?” 

Finally, Moshe recalled our forefathers, 
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, and the 

promise HaShem made to them that 
their children would be like the stars of 

the Heaven. 

Perhaps we can learn from this how to 

use the gifts we have from HaShem. 

Moshe first appealed to the fact that 

HaShem had invested so much in Klal 
Yisrael. It would be a shame for that to 
be for naught. Not because of what 

anyone else would say, but simply 
because of misuse. 

The next approach was that people 
would learn from HaShem’s actions that 

one can use his power to harm others 
and exact revenge on his enemies. By 

bearing the sin, and not destroying the 
Jews, HaShem would disprove that. 

Finally, by mentioning the Avos, Moshe 
pointed out that humans were capable 
of overcoming their desires to do what 

HaShem wants, and use their gifts for 
spirituality as they did in their own ways. 

These arguments are what saved the 
Jews from extinction and by learning 

how to behave, we can be saved again. 

Thought of the week: 

Money makes a good 
servant but a poor master. 

(XL:L TWMw)   „.WYMEM TRKNW HB XYRHL HWMK HwEY RwA wYA‰ 
“A person who duplicates this formula to enjoy its fragrance shall be cut off 
[spiritually] from his people." (Exodus 30:38) 

The Torah tells us that the ketores, the special incense used in the Mishkan, had a unique 
recipe and a precise set of measurements. It could be made by anyone as a donation to 
the Mishkan provided that it was done properly.  This posuk gives a caveat, as the Torah 
warns that one who made it according to its specifications for personal use would be 
subject to Kareis, spiritual excision. It could include an early death and a spiritual distancing 
of his soul from HaShem. 

We might be drawn to ask: “What’s the big deal? Is it some secret recipe?  All he did was 
smell it.”  The incense had not been sanctified for ritual use so why couldn’t a person copy 
it to enjoy the fragrance?  In fact, perhaps copying it would even be a mitzvah since a 
person would be emulating the atmosphere of the Mishkan!  What was so terrible about 
making your own private batch of ketores? 

The Noam Elimelech says that the ketores symbolized Man’s actions and one should 
always behave in a way that is pleasing to HaShem, like the aroma of the incense.  He 
continues that one might think it wrong to enjoy the physical world.  The ketores shows us 
how to take the physical and raise it to the spiritual. 

Perhaps this is because it was a combination of physical ingredients which are enjoyed by 
the sense of smell, which has a connection to our souls, as we see for example that we 
smell spices at Havdala to strengthen our spirit which is pained because Shabbos has left. 

Now, we can answer the question.  The ketores is intended to teach us that physicality 
should be used for spirituality.  To make it purely for one’s own physical pleasure is the 
antithesis of the mitzvah!  It undermines the entire message, which is why it bears such a 
terrible punishment.  It is a fitting one, though, because he is distanced from HaShem just 
as he sought to distance the physical from the spiritual. 

The Midrash in Parshas Mishpatim (31) says that some money is good for its owner and 
some is harmful.  Whose money harmed them?  Korach and Haman for their money led 
them to quarrel with Moshe and think they could “buy” extermination of the Jews.  Whose 
money helped the owner? Yehoshofat’s, about whom it says ‘he had much wealth and 
honor,’ and what was the benefit? That when he cried out, HaShem helped him. 

The commentaries explain that Korach and Haman amassed wealth and they became 
arrogant.  Yehoshofat, on the other hand, used his money for tzedaka, which saves from 
death.  It would seem that this Midrash underscores our lesson: If one simply seeks to 
enjoy the physicality of the world, he will lose both this world and the next. However, when 
money and other physical things are used for spirituality, HaShem bestows life and 
success on the one using them properly.   

R’ Yisrael Salanter’s wife related that when they got married, they made a deal to divide up 
the decision-making in their home. 

Anything that was related to “ruchnius,” spirituality, would be decided by R’ Yisrael. 

Anything that related to the “gashmius,” the physicality of their home, would be the decision 
of the Rebbetzin. 

A listener asked her how that arrangement worked out.  Smiling, she replied, “I never made 
any decisions.  To R’ Yisrael, EVERYTHING was a matter of ruchnius!” 

©2016 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWAR    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 

Sponsor an issue of the Migdal Ohr 
for just $36 and honor a special 

event or person. 
For Simchas, Yahrtzeits, and 

everything in between, Torah is 
always a perfect enhancement. 

 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 
    

Turn Paper into 
Mitzvos! ☺ 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


