
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)טז:טו( מן הוא כי לא ידעו מה הוא  
It is Manna, for they did not know what it was (16:15) 

It is well-known that the main distinguishing characteristic of the Manna 
was the scent, that is, that it had the fragrance of any type of food in the world, 
however, its appearance was singular as it states (Bamidbar 11:6)  בלתי אל המן"

 We have nothing before our eyes but the Manna”. It seems that this is“ , עינינו"
why it is called "מן", because these two letters are the only letters in the 
alphabet that can be clearly heard while the nose is open, for if the nose is held 
closed these letters cannot be clearly heard. Since the distinctiveness of the 
Manna is with the nose— by smelling its aroma, therefore, it is called by the 
letters that are specifically linked to the sense of smell.  

(Kli Yakar as brought down in Mesukim Midvash) 
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7. One should be careful not to stumble with vows or promises,  

and not to deceive others, whether with money or with words 
Rabbi Yissocher Frand related a story which depicts how careful a person must be to avoid stealing 

money or property. There is a famous Sephardic commentator known as Rabbeinu Dovid Abudraham, 

and he wrote one of the most classic commentaries on the Siddur. How did he get the name Abudraham? 

This is not a common name, even among Sephardic Jews. Rabbeinu Dovid was a merchant, and he sold 

things by weight. In those days, the scales were not very sophisticated. Also, the unit of weight used then 

was called the dram. Rabbeinu Dovid was very meticulous with his weighing so that he would not cheat 

anyone of something they bought. When someone ordered ten drams of merchandise, Rabbeinu Dovid 

would not put ten drams on the scale and measure it all at once. Instead, he would put one dram at a time 

on the scale. With each dram that he would sell, he would give a little more than the exact measure, to be 

sure that he was not anywhere close to the possibility of theft. He would repeat this with each dram that 

he weighed out. One day an Arab customer entered his store and told Rabbeinu Dovid that he wanted 

nine drams of merchandise. Rabbeinu Dovid started weighing out one dram at a time for nine times, 

wrapped up each dram measure, and gave the package to the customer. When the customer left the store, 

Rabbeinu Dovid thought to himself, “Is it possible that I only wrapped up eight packages and not nine? I 

may not have completed this customer’s order!” He ran out of the store to catch the man before he got too 

far away, and asked him if they could double-check to make sure he received everything he purchased. 

They checked and the man assured Rabbeinu Dovid that he got everything, which, due to the measuring 

style of Rabbeinu Dovid actually weighed closer to ten drams, but only cost the amount of nine. The Arab 

was so impressed with the honesty of Rabbeinu Dovid, that it motivated him to convert to Judaism. He 

said, “If there are people with such a high degree of honesty in the Jewish people, then I want to be a part 

of them!” He later renamed Rabbeinu Dovid as Abudraham because of this story. In Arabic, the word 

‘Abu’ means ‘father of’, which is similar to the Hebrew word Abba, and the name meant, ‘Father of the 

Dram’. The Arab was so moved by how careful and thorough Rabbeinu Dovid was in his business 

dealings in that he measured out each order dram by dram, that he named him after that practice! 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

שבט ו"ט  
15 Shevat 

Once it was clear that the 

Bnei Yisroel were not returning 

to Mitzrayim, Pharaoh was 

told that they ran away and the 

Egyptians decided to pursue 

them (14:5). Rashi notes that 

their choice to pursue was 

predicated on their wanting to 

get back their money. The 

Alter of Kelm would teach that 

the reason we are obligated to 

remember and recall Yetzias 

Mitzrayim daily is because we 

can learn all life lessons from 

it. Rav Yaakov Galinsky 

explains that this particular 

interaction shows us how blind 

sighted we can become by the 

desire for wealth. By wanting 

their gifts back, the Egyptians 

forgot about the Plagues, 

particularly all the devastation 

they caused, and of their actual 

encouragement of Bnei Yisroel 

to leave— and only thought 

about the money. 

 

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
The Damesek Eliezer was once walking 

with his Gabai on a city street, and they 

passed a watch store. As they walked by the 

store, the Damasek Eliezer had a concerned 

look on his face. Later in the day, when 

heading home, the Damasek Eliezer said 

that he wanted to stop at the watch store 

they had passed earlier. They went inside 

the store, and the Rebbe said to the 

storeowner, “I am looking for a very good 

watch for my wife, the Rebbetzin. She 

understands watches very well and 

appreciates a good watch, and only the very 

best will be right for her.” The storeowner 

said, “I have just the watch you need,” and 

he showed the Rebbe a beautiful watch. The 

Rebbe said, “No, this isn’t good enough. I 

told you, my wife is an expert. She knows 

what a good watch is and what isn’t. Do you 

have anything better?” The store owner 

showed another watch and then a third, but 

the Damesek Eliezer said that his wife 

wouldn’t appreciate them. Finally, the 

Rebbe said, “Does your wife happen to be 

here? Perhaps she can help us.” The 

storeowner said that his wife was in a back 

room, and he went to get her. The Rebbe 

explained his situation and the wife set out 

to find the perfect watch for the Rebbetzin. 

She selected a watch and showed it to the 

Damesek Eliezer, and the Rebbe said, “That 

is just the watch I am looking for! It is 

perfect for my wife! Thank you! I am 

certain my wife will appreciate it.” The 

Rebbe made the purchase, the watch was 

packed up, and they left the store. The 

Gabai was shocked by the entire episode, as 

he had never seen the Rebbe act this way, 

and he asked the Rebbe for an explanation. 

The Rebbe replied, “When we passed by 

that store earlier today, I noticed that the 

storeowner was upset with his wife, and he 

said to her that she didn’t understand 

watches and that people have stopped 

coming to their store because of her. 

Therefore, I decided that I would buy a 

watch for the Rebbetzin, so that word will 

hopefully spread about where she got the 

watch and others will buy as well, but I also 

wanted to try and restore their Shalom 

Bayis, and show the storeowner that I 

consider his wife to be a greater expert than 

him. With Hashem’s help, I tried to correct 

two issues!” 
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 בס"ד

The Belzer Rebbe, Rav Aharon, zt”l, lost his entire family during the Holocaust, 

and his Chassidus was decimated to the point that he was lucky to put together a 

Minyan of followers. Yet, he refused to comment about the tragedy. He would only 

relate the many miracles that took place during his personal rescue from Europe, 

and he decided to celebrate his survival with a Seudas Hoda’ah, a festive meal 

giving thanks to Hashem. His Chassidim were surprised that he would do this, and 

after pressing him for an explanation, he finally relented and gave a response. “The 

Torah tells us concerning Yetzias Mitzrayim, that Bnei Yisroel were armed when 

they left Mitzrayim (Shemos 13:18). The word the Torah uses for ‘armed’ is 

‘Chamushim’, and according to the Medrash, this is derived from the word 

‘Chomesh’, which means ‘a fifth’. This implies that only one fifth of the Jews left 

Mitzrayim. The rest of the Jews were not prepared to begin a new life in a foreign 

land. They would rather stay in Mitzrayim, which was a lowly place of spiritual 

depravity. As a result of this attitude, they were punished. They died out in a plague 

during the three days of Darkness that plagued Mitzrayim. Therefore, only a small 

portion of the great Jewish nation survived. Yet, we find that after the splitting of 

the Yam Suf, the people sang Az Yashir, a song of praise and thanksgiving to 

Hashem. How could they sing with the full knowledge that so many of their 

brothers had died in Mitzrayim? Chazal teach us that the words ‘Az Yashir’ are 

written in the future tense and mean, ‘Then he will sing’, and we derive from here 

an allusion that Techiyas HaMeisim is hinted at in the Torah. With this, Chazal are 

teaching us a powerful and valuable lesson about life. When a person knows that 

this world is nothing more than a preparation for a better world— the world of 

Olam Haba, then he is able to sing Shirah to Hashem, even under the most extreme 

and painful situations. The fact that the Jews sang Shirah to Hashem after leaving 

Mitzrayim, knowing that they were just the few survivors of a much larger nation, 

is proof that they clearly understood that the others were not really gone. This is 

why I am able to sing Shirah and make a Seudas Hoda’ah, despite the heavy losses 

that Klal Yisroel, and I personally, have sustained. I believe that they have gone on 

to a better world in Olam Haba, and one day we will all be reunited!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
The Rosh HaYeshivah, Rav Aharon Yehuda Leib Shteinman, has been very ill 

recently and was in and out of the hospital. On a day that he was doing well and 

clearly overcame a dangerous hurdle in his health, a doctor that was looking after him 

said to the Rosh HaYeshivah that he was very happy with how well the Rav is doing, 

and that it was astounding to him that he is alive only through a miracle. Without 

hesitating, Rav Shteinman replied, “You too, are only alive through a miracle!” 

בתוך שאר חולי ישראלר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא ל רפואה שלימה  
 

 B’Kitzur 
At the end of Shacharis, by Ashrei and Uva L’Tzion, one should concentrate very 

intently on these Tefilos, especially by the Pasuk of ‘Posei’ach Es Yadecha’.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:1) 
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