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"And Hashem said to משה and אהרן; 
because you failed to believe in me and 
you didn't sanctify me in the eyes of the 
Yidden you won't be the one bringing the 
Yidden into the land I gave them”.

It all started a few days earlier. The פסוק 
explains that מרים passed away and the 
Yidden lost their source of water. The 
water source for the Yidden in the desert 
was a rock that gushed water. רש״י 
explains that this rock was in the merit of 
 Now that she passed away the .מרים
water ceased to flow. 

The Yidden complained to משה that they'll 
die of thirst. משה and אהרן spoke with 
Hashem. Hashem told משה to take his 
stick, gather the Yidden, and speak to the 
rock that it should give water. 

The Yidden gathered, משה arrived with 
his stick, and spoke to the Yidden. משה 
then raised his hand, hit the rock twice 
with his stick, and water gushed forth. 

The Yidden were saved from certain 
death. 

A rock gushing water is a miracle of epic 
proportions, yet Hashem took משה and 
 to task for failing to sanctify Him. A אהרן
rock that gushes water, even by hitting it, 
isn't sanctifying enough? In regard to this 
open נס, it doesn't make much of a 
difference of whether you talk to the rock 
or hit it.

If Hashem didn't intend for משה to use his 
stick why then did He directly command 
 to take it? Was Hashem setting him משה
up for failure? 

Another point of difficulty is, the 
p u n i s h m e n t d o e s n ' t m a t c h t h e 
transgression. All punishments we see in 
the תורה is directly related to the sin 
committed. How is this punishment 
related at all to the sin committed? 

Hashem commanded משה and אהרן to 
gather the Yidden and then speak to the 
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rock. The פסוק clearly describes that it 
was only משה that hit the rock yet אהרן 
was punished as well. Why? What did he 
do wrong? 

Another point, this rock gave water 
almost forty years when מרים was alive. 
What's the greatness of it happening now 
again? 

We need to understand the following 
concept to help us understand the above 
s t o r y. Wa t e r r e p r e s e n t s ע  - שפ
sustenance. The גמרא states that if one 
wants to be rich he should respect his 
wife. The husband does the physical 
work of פרנסה but it's in the merit of his 
wife that there's שפע in the home. The 
Yidden in the desert also got the שפע - 
water, in the merit of מרים. Once she 
passed away it all stopped. 

The Yidden were about to enter the land 
that Hashem had promised them long 
ago. They were apprehensive of the 
coming changes. The Yidden in the 
desert were living like in גן עדן. They didn't 
need to worry for anything. They had 
food, health, and were able to serve 
Hashem with no מניעות. All of this was 
about to change. 

The Yidden were going to get plots of 
land in which to plant. They would need 
to ask Hashem for rain and they would 
also need to abide by all the laws that 

were connected to the land. They didn't 
want to disturb their tranquil life and 
uproot to a place of unknown. This is one 
of the reasons the Yidden fell for the sin 
of the מרגלים. 

One who understands the mindset of the 
Yidden of that generation may ask, why 
indeed, did Hashem take away from them 
a life of connection, תורה and מצות, and 
holiness? 

Hashem created a physical world that is 
full of darkness so that his beloved child, 
the Yid, can elevate it by revealing 
Hashem within. A Yid elevates the 
physical by following the הלכות pertaining 
to his activity, believes in the above, and 
stays positive. Every action a Yid does, is 
the will of Hashem, so that he can elevate 
that particular thing or area. (Were not 
discussing the topic of בחירה. After the 
act, it was definitely meant to happen.) 
This is why the Yidden were given the 
task of working the land upon entering 
 .ארץ ישראל

One however, might forget his תפקיד, and 
work for the sake of working. Additionally, 
he may think that it's his work, כח, or 
ingenuity that's creating his פרנסה and 
 That is a grave error as it destroys a .שפע
person. One thinking that it's in his power 
to bring פרנסה, constantly worries not to 
fail in his endeavors. One who knows 
however, that's working is a mere 
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technicality and it's only meant so that he 
can elevate the physical, is not only not 
worried, he's happy with what he does. 

Hashem created the world with a master 
plan that we cannot currently understand. 
We all have a part in fulfilling this plan. It's 
amazing, for those that Hashem chose, to 
learn תורה as part of the plan. It's equally 
amazing for those that Hashem chose 
that they be part of the plan by working 
and elevating the holiness of the world. 
Both are vital and equally needed. 

Some say that you can either work for a 
living or live for working: we say, none of 
the above! Life and work is all the same! 
Both are to reveal holiness within and 
elevate this physical world. 

The Yidden needed to learn this vital 
lesson before entering 
 so that ארץ ישראל

t h e y c l e a r l y 
u n d e r s t a n d 
their purpose in 
w o r k i n g t h e 
land. Hashem 

w a s g o i n g t o 
r e v e a l t h i s 

message by having 
 talk to the rock. Hashem wanted משה
 to teach the Yidden that it's not the משה
work of a person that brings the water - 
 of a Yid that brings the תפילה it's the ,שפע
 .שפע

Hashem purposely told משה to take his 
stick in his hand: Hashem wanted to 
teach that even when you do something 
with your hands - השתדלות, it's not that, 
that brings the שפע. It's talking and תפילה 
to Hashem that does it. Talking to 
Hashem and asking him for help is what 
helps a person. 

 on the other hand, used the stick to משה
teach the Yidden that they need to do 
their השתדלות. He was on such a high 
level that he felt that it's necessary to 
teach that one needs to do השתדלות. 
Hashem however, didn't want that. 
H a s h e m k n e w t h a t a p e r s o n 
automatically thinks that he needs to act 
instead of daven. Hashem wanted to be 
very clear; פרנסה comes from Him and 
only davening can create the necessary 
 .שפע to bring an abundance of כלי

The rock has been working for almost 
forty years already prior to this incident 
but a vital lesson and opportunity was 
m i s s e d . W h e n 
something goes 
wrong, the only 
action one needs 
to do is daven. 
Also, until now the 
w a t e r fl o w e d 
because of the merit of מרים. Now 
the Yidden needed to create a new 
vessel, with תפילה, to bring about the 
 .yet they didn't ,שפע

When something 
goes wrong one needs 

to daven

Hashem wanted 
 to teach the משה

Yidden that it's not the 
work of a person that 
brings the שפע, it's the 
 of a Yid that תפילה

brings it. 
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The greatness of אהרן was that even 
though he knew that he will be punished 
for being part of this he didn't say 
anything. It's the third time we see that 
 ,was quiet. When his sons died אהרן
when קרח fought with him, and now 
again. אהרן showed us that even if the 
consequences are great it still pays to 
stay quiet and not do something that will 
hurt another person! 

The פרשה ends with story of the snakes 
on the poles. This was to rectify the 
above story. Usually, someone who is ח״ו 
bitten by a snake runs immediately to get 
help. The Yidden in the desert were 
instructed not to do so. All they had to do 
was turn to Hashem and ask for his help. 
There was no physical action taken by 
anyone. 

The גמרא explains that the copper snake 
was placed on the pole so that the Yidden 
will look up, be reminded of Hashem, and 
turn to Him. There's another two reasons 
that explain why a pole was used. 

One was so that the Yidden won't be able 
to reach the snake and do any, even 
limited, physical action that might effect 
healing in any way. The second reason 
is; the pole that was used was anchored 
to ground. It demonstrated that although 
it's a pole that can be used to ward off 

snakes, it wasn't. This atoned for the stick 
that was used to hit the rock.

We see this concept in the משנה in אבות 
 it states that while one is walking :פרק ג׳
and learning, stops to admire a tree and 
exclaims "how beautiful is this tree" is 
libel to die. 

The question is obvious; for exclaiming 
the beauty of Hashem's world one is libel 
to die? We need to look at the details of 
the statement to understand exactly what 
the משנה  is telling us. The משנה uses the 
words " ומפסיק ממשנתו " one who 
'separates' from Hashem's תורה. He 
separates the physical world from the 
 This person walking, doesn't see .תורה
the world as a place of holiness and 
 He sees it as two separate .תורהדיג
entities. That alone doesn't condemn him 
to die. However, because he separated 
himself, at that moment, from the תורה, 
he loses them special protection that the 
.offers תורה

A person in h is workplace, who 
acknowledges and l ives with the 
knowledge that he is elevating the 
physical to holiness, is protected by the 
.and no harm will come to him תורה

   
א גוט שבת


