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ויקח אברם את שרי אשתו ואת לוט בן אחיו ואת כל “ 12:5
רכושם אשר רכשו ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן, ויצאו ללכת ארצה 

 ”כנען ויבאו ארצה כנען

“Avrohom took his wife Sarah and Lot, his brother’s son, and all 

of their wealth that they had amassed, and the souls that they 

made in Charan; and they left to go the land of Kna’an and they 

came to the land of Kna’an.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded 

Avrohom Avinu to leave the land he was in, the land of his 

relatives.  The previous Posuk (Posuk 4) says that Avrohom left 

the land as Hashem had told to him.  Then the Torah seems to be 

redundant by telling us that Avrohom took his wife, Lot, his 

wealth, and all of the souls he made in Charan.  Why does the 

Torah repeat that Avrohom left?  What’s even more perplexing is 

the second part of this Posuk.  “They left to go to the land of 

Kna’an, and they came to the land of Kna’an.”  What is the Torah 

telling us here?  If Avrohom left to Kna’an, presumably that is 

where he was going to “come to.”  The following Divrei Torah 

will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 39:14 – בראשית רבה   – Rebbe 

Eliezer Ben Zimra said: If all of the inhabitants of the world were 

to gather together in an attempt to create one gnat, they would 

not be able to inject life into it.  How could it be that Avrohom 

“made souls?”  Rather these “souls” are the Geirim that had 

converted to Judaism.  If the Posuk is speaking about idolaters 

whom they converted, why does it say, “They made souls?”  This 

comes to teach us that anyone who brings an idolater close to 

Hashem and converts him, it is as if he had created that person.  

The Posuk says, “they”, to teach us that Avrohom converted the 

men, and Sarah converted the women.   

ואת הנפש אשר עשו “ Bereishis Rabbah 39:14 – יפה תואר 

–  ”בחרן Sanhedrin 19b – One who teaches his friend’s son Torah, 

it is as if he had borne that child.   By instilling in the child ideals 

that were previously unknown to him, one “makes” that child’s 

soul – in essence giving birth to that child.   

ואת הנפש אשר עשו “ Bereishis Rabbah 39:14 - אשד הנחלים 

–  ”בחרן On the completion of the Nefesh, one can use the term, 

 to make”, for without a complete Nefesh, the Nefesh is“ – ”עשיה“

valueless.   

  ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ Bereishis Rabbah 39:14 - עץ יוסף 

–Avrohom and Sarah were giving these individuals, whom they 

were converting, the opportunity to a life of Olam Habah.  Being 

that Olam Habah was the purpose of creating the Nefesh, 

certainly when one gives another the opportunity to attain that, 

he is thereby “making” his Nefesh.   

  ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ Bereishis Rabbah 39:14 - ידי משה 

–The Loshon of בורא means to create.  Avrohom and Sarah did 

not create anything.  The Loshon of עשה means to affect a Tikun, 

to fix.  It says in Bereishis ויעש אלקים את הרקיע – this was on the 

second day of creation.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu had already 

created the heavens of the first day; it was on the second day 

that He was Mesaken it, and therefore the Posuk says that He 

made the Rakia.  Avrohom and Sarah were Mesaken the souls of 

those they converted.   

”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 39:14 - תרגום אונקלוס   –  – ”אשר עשו“

 .That they are beholden to the Torah – ”דשעבידו לאוריתא“

“ 12:5 – תפארת יוסף  הנפש אשר עשו בחרןואת  ” – The Medrash 

tells us that Avrohom converted the men to Judaism, and Sarah 

converted the women to Judaism (Bereishis Rabbah 39:14).  We 

see from here that there was a concept of Geirus, converting one 

to Yiddishkeit, even before Matan Torah.  What we call “Matan 

Torah” is actually the completion of the giving of the Torah.  The 

beginning of Matan Torah was with Avrohom Avinu.  Targum 

Onkelos implies that there was already Matan Torah, “souls” 

who Avrohom converted and taught Torah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

revealed Himself and His Torah to Avrohom Avinu.  

 – Yevomos 48b – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5  - נחלת יעקב 

A Geir who converts is like a child who was just born.  Being that 

Avrohom caused people to convert and become Geirim, it is as if 

he “made” them. 

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   We – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5 - 

find “עשה” used in the sense of “acquiring,” but in those cases 

the concept of “acquiring” does not lie in the verb “עשה” but in 

the object added to it: כבוד, חיל .  However here the object is נפש, 

and therefore the Chachomim tell us that the meaning is to 

“create anew.”  The souls made anew by Avrohom were 

members of his household, his servants, who also attached 

themselves to him spiritually.  Avrohom exerted an influence on 

those who gathered around him, and they attached themselves 

to him forever, as we see with his servant, Eliezer. 

 Rashi – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5 - מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

tells us that Avrohom converted the men, and Sarah converted 

the women.  Why does the Posuk use a Loshon Yachid, נפש, 

which implies they only converted one person?  Rashi in Parshas 

Vayigash (Bereishis 46:26) explains that by the children of Eisav, 

and all other nations of the world, they do not adhere to one G-

d, and therefore when speaking about more than one of them,  a 

Loshon Rabbim is used.  However, by Klal Yisroel, being that they 

all worship one G-d, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they are considered 

one unit, and therefore the Posuk uses a Loshon Yachid.  There 

are five parts of the Nefesh – יחידה, חיה, נשמה, רוח, נפש  – which is 

alluded to in our Posuk – נפש –' ה :הנפש  – 5 parts of the soul - 

Avrohom was Mesaken all 5 parts of the souls he converted.  

How did Avrohom convert people to Yiddishkeit when he himself 

had not even been commanded of the Mitzvah of Bris Milah – 

the sign of the connection between Klal Yisroel and Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu?   Targum Onkelos answers this question by saying 

that there was a connection through the Torah Hakdosha.  

“ 12:5 – רמת שמואל  ן אחיו ואת ויקח אברם את שרי אשתו ואת לוט ב

 There are various – ”כל רכושם אשר רכשו ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן

reasons why one would leave the place he lives and move to 

another location.  1- One who has a bad wife; living with a bad 

wife is more bitter than death.   2 – One who has family who are 

considered to be bad people, and therefore he needs to leave so 

that he is not associated with their family.  3 – One who is not 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

successful in his current place – and changing places changes 

one’s Mazel.  4 – One who is living in a place where there are 

wicked people, and being in close proximity to wicked people 

can have a negative impact.  The Torah is coming to tell us that 

Avrohom did not leave his place of living for any of the above 

reasons. 1 - ויקח אברם את שרי אשתו – Avrohom took his wife with 

him; he was not running away from his wife. 2 - ואת לוט בן אחיו – 

Avrohom took family with him; he was not running away from 

family.  3 - ואת כל רכושם אשר רכשו – Avrohom left with riches; he 

was not running away so that he could have financial success.  4 - 

 Avrohom converted many people, and he – ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן

was having a positive impact on them by bringing them closer to 

Hashem, he was not running away because the people were evil.  

The Torah is telling us that Avrohom left for one reason - 

because His Maker told him. 

יהודה החסיד' ר   How could – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5 - 

Avrohom make Geirim, when he was not given the Mitzvah of 

Bris Milah yet, and Milah is a requirement to become a Geir?  

Avrohom taught them the proper path of Avodas Hashem, and 

therefore the Posuk considers it as if he made them and they had 

a Bris Milah.  

 If – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5 - מושב זקנים מבעלי תוספות 

Avrohom was not yet commanded the Mitzvah of Bris Milah, 

how was he able to convert people?  Avrohom did not give them 

a Bris Milah, but rather taught them the Sheva Mitzvos B’nei 

Noach – and that was their Geirus.   

 Why does – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 1:79a - 12:5 – זוהר 

the Posuk say ואת?  This teaches us that Avrohom took with him 

all of the Zechusim he had because of all of the Geirim he 

converted.  ואת – refers to those Zechusim.  

י"רש   – Mishlei 11:30 “ולקח נפשות חכם” – “A wise man 

acquires souls.”  One who is wise acquires souls by teaching 

them the proper path of life.  It is as if he acquired their souls, as 

it says in Bereishis 12:5 “ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן”. 

 The Medrash – ”ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן“ 12:5 - חומת אנך 

says that even if all of creatures of the world would get together, 

they would not be able to create a gnat, a miniscule creature – 

therefore the Posuk means that Avrohom made Geirim.  There 

are those who ask on this – but isn’t it possible to create a living 

creature through the Sefer Hayetzira, as the Gemara in 

Sanhedrin tells us, as well as there are many who say (including 

the Shlah) that the Shevatim created sheep with the Sefer 

Hayetzira?  In truth, even one who uses the Sefer Hayetzira is 

not actually creating a living being.  One who uses the Sefer 

Hayetzira is just combining letters of Hakodosh Boruch Hu in a 

certain manner and with the proper Kavanos, for the Ribbono 

Shel Olam to breathe life into an inanimate object.   It is only the 

Ribbono Shel Olam Who creates life.   

ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבאו ארצה “ Droshos – 12:5 – בן איש חי 

 Why does the Posuk use a double Loshon?  If they left to – ”כנען

go to Kna’an, then where else would they end up but in Kna’an?  

The Posuk is teaching us that Avrohom went to Kna’an with great 

desire.  Being that Avrohom had such a Teshuka (desire) to fulfill 

the words of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and be in Kna’an, when he left 

Charan it was as if he was already in Kna’an, although he had not 

reached Kna’an yet. Avrohom is credited with fulfilling the 

command of Hashem from the moment he left Charan.     

“ 12:5 – מאירי  ארצה כנען ויבאו ארצה כנעןויצאו ללכת  ” – Their 

initial thoughts were to leave Charan to travel to Kna’an, and 

they did not rest until their thoughts came to fruition, and they 

reached Kna’an.   

 – ”ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבאו ארצה כנען“ 12:5 - אברבנאל 

Avrohom was told to leave his homeland, but was not given an 

explicit directive of where to go.  Avrohom wanted to go to 

Kna’an – Eretz Yisroel – for he knew that the air of Eretz Yisroel 

makes one wise, and he wanted more wisdom and knowledge.  

Avrohom knew that it was in the portion of Shem – and the 

Tzaddik Malki Tzedek resided there.  Avrohom knew that the 

land of Eretz Yisroel did not have a Sar, ministering angel, in 

Shomayim that oversaw the land, like all other lands had.  Rather 

the land of Eretz Yisroel is under the direct Hashgacha of 

Hashem.   

י שטייף"מהר   – ”ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבאו ארצה כנען“ 12:5 - 

The first כנען in this Posuk – the נ'  has a Patach under it, while the 

'נ  from the second כנען has a Komatz under it.  A Patach 

represents expansiveness; Avrohom was expecting to have 

everything plentiful when he departed for Kna’an.  However, 

when he arrived at Kna’an, everything was scarce, which is 

represented by the Komatz.  There was a hunger in the land 

when Avrohom arrived.  This was one of Avrohom’s tests, and he 

did not question Hashem, but did what he needed to do.   

 Why – ”ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבאו ארצה כנען“ 12:5 - קרן לדוד 

is there a double Loshon of Avrohom leaving to Kna’an and 

coming to Kna’an?  Chazal say that one who comes forward to 

purify himself is helped from Above.  One who wants to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with a full heart and soul, is helped from 

Above.  The Torah is telling us that because Avrohom left to go to 

Kna’an with the proper intentions, Hakodosh Boruch Hu helped 

him get to his destination in coming to Kna’an.     

 Perhaps now we can understand why there is a double 

Loshon of Avrohom going to Kna’an and coming to Kna’an.  The 

Posuk tells us that Avrohom made souls – he brought many to 

the belief that there is a Borei Olam in this world Who is 

constantly running this world.  The Torah is telling us that 

Avrohom was teaching them a fundamental lesson in how one is 

to act.  If one knows and believes that everything is managed by 

Hashem, then one must not make any calculations as to what he 

should do – but rather he must follow the will of Hashem 

without question.  The Torah tells us that Avrohom left for 

Kna’an, and came to Kna’an, meaning that when he left where 

he was and when he arrived at that destination he had the same 

thought in mind. It did not matter where he was headed and 

where he had arrived – the only thing that mattered was that he 

fulfilled the Rotzon Hashem.  May we be Zoche to truly fulfill the 

Rotzon Hashem.  


