
and needs nothing. If so, what can we human 
beings possibly give him?  

Furthermore, included in the Mitzvah of 
Machatzis Hashekel is the fact that both a rich man 
and a poor man must give the exact same amount—
one half-shekel. Why can’t a rich person give a 
little more if he wants to?  

Hashem showed Moshe a ‘coin of fire.’ What 
this means is that He showed Moshe that his 
question and concern is a truly valid one, for what 
money or possession can a human being actually 
give to Hashem? Nevertheless, there is one thing 
that he can give: his heart. The coin of fire that 
Hashem showed Moshe symbolized the hislahavus, 
the fire of enthusiasm with which a Jew can give a 
donation of money. True, he cannot give money, 
but fire he can give: the fire of a heart and soul that 
burns with love for one’s Creator. 

Thus the rich man and poor man must specifi-
cally give the same exact amount, for it has nothing 
to do with the money given: it only has to do with 
how the money was given. Was it given with joy 
and passion? Or was it given with a cold and 
shallow heart? Rachmana liba ba’i - more than 
anything in the world, Hashem wants a person’s 
heart. 

With this the Chasam Sofer explains that the 
Torah does not say , for a Jew cannot give 
anything to Hashem. means ‘take from 
within yourself.’ As the Pasuk continues, 

 - from each 
individual heart. The Jew takes from within his 
heart the feeling and love and puts that into his 
physical coin, transforming it into a true “coin of 
fire.” 

This lesson is paramount for all of us to learn. 
Giving tzedakah is a very great Mitzvah. But let us 
not think that we are really the ones who own our 
money; it all belongs to Hashem. The only thing 
that we really can give is the heart and desire 
within the tzedakah. To give reluctantly and in a 
way that is missing any heart is surely not the 
unique coin of fire that Hashem wishes to receive 
from us. Only those types of coins will bring the 
greatest pride to Him, our beloved Father. 

Besiyata DiShmaya.    
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The refrigerator in many a Jewish home is 
adorned with family pictures and family pride: A 
great mark on a test or a letter from the school. 
But probably the most precious things that fills the 
exterior of each fridge door are the beautiful 
pictures and cards that were created by the 
children. In an innocent and most sincere way, a 
little child tries to express its deepest love for its 
parent, and those pictures are more valuable to the 
parent than anything else in the world. 

In thinking about this parable, we must appre-
ciate how – in a sense – it is silly when a child 
uses their parents’ money to buy a gift for them. 
Yet in reality, what the parent appreciates most is 
the thought and heart that went into it. While the 
child cannot really ‘buy’ anything for the parent 
with the gift itself, it can give the parent its heart. 

Our Parasha begins with the words of Hashem 
to Moshe:  

- Speak to the B’nei 
Yisrael and let them take for Me a portion. (Shemos 
25:2) 

Klal Yisrael is told to bring forth a donation for 
the holy Mishkan that they were going to build for 
Hashem Yisborach. The famous and most obvious 
question on this is, why does it say and they 
should take, and not , and they should give? The 
Jewish people were actually giving donations for 
the Mishkan; they were not ‘taking!’ 

To answer this question, let us listen to the 
holy words of the Chasam Sofer, who firsts asks 
another question. 

Chazal teach us that when Hashem told 
Moshe Rabbeinu to give over the Mitzvah of 
Machatzis Hashekel to the people (as found in 
Parashas Ki Sisa, which we also read on the 
Shabbos of Parashas Shekalim), Moshe had a 
difficult time understanding it. Hashem then 
showed Moshe a coin of fire; Moshe then under-
stood. What was the difficulty that Moshe had 
with this Mitzvah?  

The Chasam Sofer explains beautifully: Moshe 
knew good and well that “to Hashem is all the 
gold and silver.” Hashem is the Master of all; He is 
the owner of everything, possesses everything 


