
 

ואת מצותי תשמרו ועשיתם אותם אם בחוקותי תלכו  
If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments 

and perform them (26:3) 

The mishna in Masectha Rosh Hashana tells us that 

there are four times a year that the world is judged. On 

Pesach the world is judged for its grain; on Shavuos for 

its fruits; on Rosh Hashana every person is judged 

individually, and on Sukkos, the world id judged for its 

water. 

On Pesach we say a special tefillah for tal, asking 

HaShem that the dew which covers the ground shall be 

a source of blessing, which of course is connected to the 

production of grain. 

On Sukkos we say the tefillah of geshem, asking 

HaShem that the rains shall be for a blessing and not for 

a curse. 

On Rosh Hashana our tefillos are extra-long as we 

accept upon ourselves HaShem’s kingship, and the yoke 

of Heaven, at the same time asking that HaShem will 

bestow upon us a year of blessing. 

But on Shavuos, there is absolutely no mention in the 

tefillos about the fruit. If this is the day that the world is 

judged for the production of fruits for the year, why 

then is there no mention of it? 

In our parsha, the Torah tells us that” אם בחוקותי תלכו if 

you will follow My statutes, observing My laws, then 

there will be a promise of so many brachos. The rains 

will come on time. The fruits will grow properly with a 

blessing in its production and the land will give off its 

grain. Everything will be wonderful and the bracha will it 

will last from one season until the next. 

Rashi explains that אם בחוקותי תלכו - if you will follow 

My statues means, שתהיו עמלים בתורה- that you shall 

toil in Torah. Based on this Rashi, we can suggest that it 

is no wonder then that we do not need to ask or daven 

for our fruits on Shavuos. If we observe the Yom Tov of 

Shavuos properly, accepting the Torah and immersing 

ourselves in it over the Yom Tov, this will be the 

greatest form of asking HaShem for all the brachos. By 

accepting upon ourselves to live a life of Torah, and to 

toil in it, continuously growing and reaching new levels, 

then the fruits will grow, bringing bounty and blessing.  

I remember from my childhood the day that my father 

brought home a new water cooler machine. It sat 

proudly in our kitchen corner with the blue five-gallon 

bottle nestled on top. Each time the bottle emptied, a 

new bottle of water would be opened and inserted into 

the machine. As children, we always liked watching “the 

changing of the bottle”, because back then, these 

bottles had a standard bottle cap that did nothing to 

prevent the inevitable spilling. We had always marveled 

at the strength needed to successfully turn over the 

forty pound jug without flooding our flooding our home. 

If for a moment we can think about swimming in a pool, 

feeling the water rushing over our shoulders as we take 

our laps across the pool, there is a curious thought that 

comes to mind. No one ever asks, “How are you able to 

carry all that water on your shoulders?” But why not? 

What is wrong with that question? Aren’t there 

thousands of gallons of water now sitting on top of you? 

And of course, the answer is obvious: When you are in 

it, you don’t feel it! 

The same is true with the Torah. אם בחוקותי תלכו  -toil 

in it! From a peripheral glance, of course it seems 

difficult and at times exhausting. One can stand by and 

watch others as they carry the Torah and its mitzvos, 

learning from it and toiling in it. It seems daunting and 

difficult. But of course, if we are in it, it all feels 

different. Gone are the hardships of carrying it. A 

common question that a Torah observant Jew is asked 

is, “Don’t you find your life so restrictive and difficult? I 

can never live that type of a lifestyle!” But once again, 

standing on the outside without ever jumping in will 

definitely give off that impression. 

As we prepare for Kaballas Hatorah, we should keep in 

mind that there is no better way to ready one’s self for 

this awesome day than by actually immersing oneself in 

the oceans of the Torah. 

Good Shabbos, מרדכי אפפעל    
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