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אין אדם מעני מן הצדקה" לעולם"  

“A person will never become poor from charity” 
I was driving my car on the streets of Williamsburg when suddenly 
a heavy thud shook my car. I stopped at the side of the street so I 
could assess the damage and to exchange particulars with the 
other driver who hit me. 
It became clear that this man came from Eretz Yisroel because of 
an illness that he suffered and he took his host’s car to collect 
money when he struck my car…  
The estimate for the repair was about $1,600 but he was only 
insured for bodily injury and he was not insured for vehicular 
damage. I was not prepared to take money for the full damages 
from this unfortunate man, so I asked the repair shop to estimate 
the damage for just the repair and disregard the cosmetic 
appearance and this was just $600. 
The man thanked me very much for the consideration and blessed 
me with all his heart, paid me for the damage and left in peace. 
That night I could not sleep and my heart was pounding in that I 
took money from a man in a difficult situation and every penny 
was important to him whereas for me I would still have food to 
eat. I made up my mind that I would look for the man and return 
the money that he paid. 
In the morning, I went to daven and I asked those in shul if anyone 
knows the man collecting, upon investigating I heard that he was 
staying by someone in Flatbush, the man told me the name of the 
host, another detail I had was the make of the car he borrowed. 
I looked in the telephone book and with special help from Heaven 
I called him and the one answering the phone indeed was the 
host… 
I told him the story and I said that I wanted to return the money 
that he paid, the host encouraged me and told me that I had no 
idea as to what mitzvah I was doing and his situation was much 
worse than appeared outwardly. I made up with him that in two 
days I had to be in Flatbush, I would meet with him so that I could 
return the $600. The host asked me why I was coming to Flatbush? 
I responded that I had to do some work in Flatbush. He asked, 
“What do you do?” When I told him, he was quite pleased and he 
said: “I have been looking for someone in your line of work for 
some time and I could not find a reliable person…” 
To make a long story short, I took the job by him and I made more 
than double from what I returned to that man collecting money. 
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רוחמקוצר  –ולא שמעו   
They did not listen – because of shortness of breath 

A simple Jew sat in on the drasha [discourse] of his Rav who 
was speaking about the greatness of the attribute of bitachon 
[trust, faith] and he was emphasizing the words of Chaza”l that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu sustains all creatures from the horns of 
the r’eimim (a tall beast with beautiful horns) to the eggs of lice 
(Shabbos 107b). After the drasha, the man went home and 
stopped going to work, instead he sat in the Bais HaMidrash 
and immersed himself in Torah and Service, that is, Tefillah – 
Prayer. When his family saw that he was no longer going to 
work they asked him what happened and he innocently 
responded ‘If HaKadosh Baruch Hu can sustain and support all 
living creatures that He can surely support me too, and if this is 
so then why do I have to work so hard to earn a living?’ When 
several days had passed and he had still not returned to work, 
his family went to the Rav to complain. The Rav called him and 
asked him why he wasn’t doing anything to support his family, 
and the man responded, ‘Did I not hear from the Rav in his 
drasha that whoever has trust in Hashem will not lack 
anything’. The Rav told him, ‘My son, you should know that if 
you constantly have your trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, I 
guarantee that He will send to you from His hand generously’. 
And so, several days later things worked out that miraculously a 
large fortune fell to him and he became very wealthy in the 
merit of his pure trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 
The Gemara states (Kiddushin 82b) ‘It was taught in a Baraisa: 
Rebbe Shimon ben Elazar says: In all my life I have never seen a 
deer that was a producer of dried figs, a lion that was a porter, 
or a fox that was a storekeeper and they sustain themselves 
without difficulty; yet, they were created only to serve me, 
whereas I was created to serve my master. If these animals that 
were only created to serve me are able to sustain themselves 
without difficulty, should I not certainly be able to sustain 
myself without difficulty?! But, I have corrupted my deeds and 
have forfeited my sustenance.’ 
The Children of Israel were in Egypt in a very difficult situation 
that even when Moshe Rabeinu came to speak to their hearts 
and to encourage them they did not listen to him, not because 
they did not want to, rather as the Torah states (6:9) ' ולא שמעו

 They did not listen to‘ – אל משה מקוצר רוח ומעבודה קשה'
Moshe because of shortness of breath and hard work’. Perhaps 
we can explain, that this ‘ruach’ – ‘spirit’ is the spirituality in 
Egypt which was at a nadir, ‘and from the hard work’ this is the 
mundane labor that they were immersed in (albeit against their 
will), and the Torah is hinting with this that we should not be so 
immersed in mundane work and instead we should be 
immersed in a better place, the spiritual. 
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 בזאת תדע כי אני ה'

Through this shall you know that I am Hashem 

 
In this parsha we read about the beginning of the supernatural 
miracles that Hashem Yisbarach performed in Egypt. The purpose 
of these miracles was not only for their time, but rather, for all 
future generations, for through them every Jew is able to implant 
faith in his heart. They are before him as a sign that He alone rules 
the palace and He is the One Who has done, does and will do all 
things. This is what the commentators on the Torah have written 
to explain the first commandment that HaKadosh Baruch Hu said 
at Sinai (20:2) 'אנכי ה' אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים' – ‘I am 
Hashem, your G-d, Who took you out of the land of Egypt’, it 
would have been preferable to state ‘Who created heaven and 
earth’ as this is the real reason to be Master of the World, then 
why is the topic of leaving Egypt only mentioned? Yisbarach 
wanted to let His nation know that He is in control and He 
supervises at all times and this awareness is what arouses the 
hearts to properly accept the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
There is a well-known incident involving the Malbim zy”a who was 
famous for being a great opponent of the Enlightened, and even 
his involvement with them was to do battle with the 
Enlightenment Movement, for the Enlightened tried to prove that 
they were right from the Torah itself rachmana litzlan, and in 
order to disprove their views he associated with them and 
explained the words according to the Torah so that the nonsense 
of the Enlightened not enter into the hearts of Israel chas 
v’chalilah. Since he went to do battle against this mistaken group, 
they tried to tease him and harass him with questions against the 
true faith that was handed down from generation to generation. 
Once one of the Enlightened asked him about the miracles 
performed at the exodus from Egypt, for as we have stated these 
miracles were a sign for all generations demonstrating the power 
and might of the King of the World to shake up the system and 
change what is natural. That Enlightened one asked him that if 
these words were true, then why is His power not readily visible? 
That same Creator Who demonstrated His power by the exodus 
from Egypt can reveal His power at all times, and if this is so, then 
why does He reveal the power of His deeds only through a story 
when He can actually demonstrate His power? 
At that moment, there was an amazing siyata d’shmaya – help 
from Heaven – for the Celestial Supervision caused the daughter 
of that Enlightened one to come into the room at that very 
moment and she was holding a certificate stating that she was an 
exceptional dancer. When the Malbim saw the certificate, he said 
that a piece of paper is not worth very much and if she wanted to 
prove that the certificate was accurate she should demonstrate 
by dancing for them. 
Of course the words of the Malbim were an insult and a shame for 
the girl who exclaimed that the certificate was proof enough and 
she was not ready to embarrass herself and dance for everyone to 
demonstrate her dancing prowess, this is how it is – argued the 
girl – when a person wants to show that he has a certain ability, 
he goes to the university and the specialists in that field recognize 
his proficiency in his field and they verify it by writing a document 
which attests to this and the ability is certified by the document 
and the holder of the certificate is believed based on the 
certificate with no demonstration needed.  
   
   
  
 

 

When the girl finished her argument, the Malbim turned to her 
father and asked him, ‘Did you hear what your daughter said? Now, 
be wise and understand, just as one formed from clay is not willing 
to embarrass himself before just anyone to demonstrate his abilities, 
so too it is not appropriate for the King of the World to demonstrate 
His power before just anybody formed from clay. Once and for 
always He revealed His power with the miracles at the exodus from 
Egypt and since these things are recorded and they are not apparent 
now, the written words should be considered as a certificate with no 
demonstration of His power necessary. 
In any event, what emerges for us from here is that these words 
were not stated except to arouse pure faith in the hearts, for we 
know that the Torah is eternal and everything written in it is to teach 
a person the correct path with any challenge that might confront 
him. That very same test that faced Pharaoh applies to everyone 
regardless of his position. That wicked man denied the essence as it 
states in the previous parsha (5:2)  מי ה' אשר אשמע בקולו... לא ידעתי'

 Who is Hashem that I should heed His voice… I do not know‘ – את ה''
Hashem’ and He was forced to reveal to him that there is a Ruler in 
the Palace and this was the purpose of the plagues as the Torah 
states (7:17) '...'בזאת תדע כי אני ה' – ‘through this you shall know 
that I am Hashem’ and similarly this applies to everyone regardless 
of his position, for even though we are believers sons of believers, 
still, everyone faces the test of ‘I do not know Hashem’, that is, 
everyone has things that he tramples with his heel, and this emerges 
from a lack of complete faith and in order to arouse him to complete 
faith he is confronted by oppressive things so that he will 
comprehend through them and recognize that there is One Who is 
guiding him and it is up to him to be complete in his faith, and if he 
will immediately flex his neck and refine his faith, these things will no 
longer need to be increased. However, if he remains stiff necked 
(stubborn) and he does not contemplate the purpose of these 
things, then chas v’chalilah it is necessary to increase these things 
for the full measure and he is aroused to improve his actions out of 
complete and pure faith. Therefore, these things are written in the 
Torah in order to arouse the hearts that we not be like that wicked 
man who rebelled until the water took his soul, rather, we must 
immediately examine our actions and arouse the faith and fulfill that 
which is stated (Mishlei 3:6) 'בכל דרכיך דעהו' – ‘In all your ways know 
Him’ and then we will merit that Yisbarach straighten our ways and 
extend for us salvation and mercy. 
Furthermore, we need to be awakened by the wonders that came to 
prove to Pharaoh that there is a G-d in the land, for these plagues 
were brought due to a lack of the attribute of holiness, since this 
Pharaoh did not know Yosef, that is, the attribute of holiness in the 
life of Yosef, therefore, he reached the condition of ‘I do not know 
Hashem’ rachmana litzlan, and since this was so, He was forced to 
inform him of this through the faithful plagues, and this applies to 
everyone, for according to the stringency one keeps the trait of 
holiness, one merits the clarity and recognition that there is a 
Creator that invents all and supervises everything, and when a 
person sees that he is not true to his faith, he must correct this trait, 
and especially during these days of Shovavim which are designated 
for this, and then he will save himself from distress and misery which 
come to prove the lack of faith. 
  
 


