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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

In the upcoming week falls the 20th of Av, the 

yahrzeit (anniversary of the passing) of Rabbi 

Levi Yitzchak Schneerson, father of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe.  Rabbi Levi Yitzchak is 

regarded as one of the greatest Talmudic and 

Kabbalistic scholars of his generation. He was 

considered by the Rebbe Rashab (the fifth 

Rebbe of Chabad) to be one of his three 

greatest chassidim.  He was the chief rabbi of 

Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, during the bloody 

Bolshevik revolution and the following 

Communist oppression. But perhaps the most 

unique aspect of his character was his 

unflinching dedication to Judaism and the 

total lack of fear with which he expressed that 

commitment.  Despite awful harassment and 

persecution towards religious leaders, he 

continued to fearlessly strengthen and 

increase Jewish learning and practice in his 

city and throughout the Soviet Union. He 

would address the public about strengthening 

Torah and mitzvot even though he knew that 

there were informers in the audience.  Rabbi 

Levi Yitzchak was eventually arrested, 

tortured, and sent to exile in a distant village 

in Kazakhstan. His spirit, however, continued 

to shine, even while his body was broken and 

gave way to his early passing. 

 
One night in 1935, in the midst of the fiercest 

Stalinist oppression, a woman knocked on his 

door. "I've come from a distant city whose 

name I cannot mention. In approximately one 

hour, my daughter and her fiance will also 

arrive. They both hold high government 

positions and so their coming here is fraught 

with danger. They have agreed to be married 

according to Jewish law, provided you would 

perform the wedding in your home." 

 

Rav Levi Yitzchak consented and set about 

gathering together a minyan for the wedding. 

Within half an hour, he had brought eight 

other men into his home. But the tenth man 

was lacking. On the bottom floor of the 

apartment house where Rav Levi Yitzchak 

lived a young Jewish man who had been hired 

by the Communist authorities to spy on the 

goings on in Rav Levi Yitzchak's home. Rav 

Levi Yitzchak was well aware of who this 

person was and how he was employed. Yet 

when the tenth man was lacking, he sent for 

him. 

 

"We need a tenth man for a minyan so that a 

Jewish couple can marry," he told his 

neighbor. 

 

"And so you sent for me?!" the neighbor 

responded in utter amazement. And yet he  

consented to participate in the minyan and did 

not inform about the ceremony. 

 
Years later, the Rebbe said: "From my father I 

learned never to be afraid."  From Keeping in 

Touch, by Rabbi E. Touger 

 
One year, before Passover, the Government 

required each citizen to complete a 

questionnaire, as part of a general population 

census. One of the questions was, "Do you 

believe in G-d?" 

 

Certain Jews who did believe, nevertheless 

responded in the negative because they were 

afraid of losing their jobs. When Rav Levi 

Yitzchak became aware of this, he stood up 

and proclaimed before a large audience in the 

synagogue, that for a Jew to deny his belief in 

G-d is considered heresy and therefore it is 

absolutely prohibited for any Jew to give a 

negative answer to this question, no matter 

what the consequences. 

 

This ruling of Rabbi Lev Yitzchak was 

brought to the attention of the authorities by an 

agent who had been planted in the shul in 

order to observe the rabbi's manner of 

conducting himself and to determine the extent 

of his influence upon the congregation. 

 

At a later date, after Rabbi Levi Yitzchak had 

been arrested and was being interrogated about 

this speech, he defended himself. He explained 

that the Government certainly expected 

truthful answers to all of its questions, and it 

being the case that so many Jews were ready 

to respond falsely to this particular question 

out of fear of losing their jobs, he had felt it his 

duty as a loyal citizen to urge them to answer 

each question honestly!  From the diary of 

Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson, wife of Rabbi 

Levi Yitzchak, published in A mother in Israel, 

Kehot Publications 

 
Ozar Wienikursky told of the traumatic time 

when he was about to be drafted into the 

Russian Communist army. He came to Rav 

Levi Yitzchak to ask for his blessing that he 

should secure a deferment. The Rav did not 

simply bless him. He gave Ozar extremely 

detailed instructions; he specified the exact date and 

hour at which he should report to the draft office, 

which route to take on the way there, the chapters of 

Psalms that he should say beforehand, and exactly 

how many coins he should give to charity. 

 

He also prescribed that when Ozar stood at the 

entrance to the building, he should stop and envisage 

in his mind the holy four-letter name of G-d. The 

Rav then blessed him and promised that nothing bad 

would befall him. He concluded by requesting that 

the young man return afterwards with a detailed 

report of all that had transpired. 

 

Wienikursky carefully followed all of the Rav's 

instructions. When he arrived at the draft office, he 

was sent into a large room with many tables. At each 

table sat a doctor with a particular specialty who had 

the responsibility of examining each candidate that 

passed before him, but only in his area of expertise. 

Each draftee had to go before all of the doctors to 

determine the true state of his health and eliminate 

any possibility of deception. 

 

"I passed along the row of tables and was examined 

by each doctor," related Ozar. "Each one recorded his 

opinion in turn. Finally, I reached the desk of the 

clerk who notified the draftees of the board's 

decision. 

 

The man looked at me pityingly and exclaimed, 

"What is going on with you? You poor man! Each 

doctor found something wrong with you and each 

one's diagnosis describes you as suffering from a 

different disease!" 

 

He left safely with a complete exemption from the 

army.  Translated and adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles 

from Eim b'Yisrael, reprinted from www.ascent.co.il 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles. is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th 

year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 

3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com, from the publishers in Jerusalem, 

Menorah-Books.com, and in Jewish bookstores 

world-wide. 

 
(the above three stories reprinted from Jewish Stories, 
www.shortjewishstories.blogspot.co.il)  

Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Schneerson 

Shabbat  T imes –  Vaetchanan 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 6:43 7:55 

Tel Aviv 7:01 7:57 

Haifa 6:53 7:58 

Beer Sheva 6:59 7:56 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, 

Vaetchanan, contains the verse, 

"And you shall know this day, and 

take it to heart, that the L-rd is the 

G-d in the heavens above, and upon 

the earth below; there is none else." 

This recognition of G-d's unity may 

be divided into three distinct areas: 

"heaven," "earth," and "there is none 

else" (which, according to the 

Midrash, refers to G-d's oneness 

"even within the very depths of the 

earth." 

Why does the Torah go to such 

great lengths to emphasize the 

oneness of G-d? Would anyone 

seriously entertain the notion that 

there is another G-d hiding in the 

murky depths of the sea or in the 

earth's core? Why is it necessary for 

the Torah to explicitly command us 

to "take it to heart?" 

Chasidic philosophy explains that 

this verse not only negates the 

possibility of another deity's 

existence, G-d forbid, but rather 

emphasizes the fact that there is no 

existence at all besides G-d. G-

dliness is the only reality; everything 

else is an illusion covering up the 

true essence within. Were we able to 

clearly perceive that there is no 

independent reality except for G-d, 

we would easily recognize that it is 

only G-d's constant re-creation of 

the world, every minute and every 

second, that sustains both physical 

and spiritual reality. In truth, "there 

is nothing else." 

Because one may mistakenly 

think that only spiritual matters are 

G-dly, the Torah specifically 

mentions "the earth below." The 

physical world, with its multitude of 

creations, is also a vessel for G-

dliness, and must be properly 

man's actions. 

By stressing this verse, the Torah 

emphasizes that this awareness of G-

d must be brought into all facets of 

our lives - spiritual, physical and 

practical. By recognizing G-d's unity 

and reflecting it in our every action, 

we ready the entire world for the 

complete revelation of G-dliness 

that will take place with the coming 

of Moshiach and the Final 

Redemption, speedily in our days. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table 

and From our Sages reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

BEYOND DIVISION 

 

utilized in the service of G-d. 

This division is also 

symbolic of man himself: 

"Heaven" refers to man's G-

dly soul; "earth" refers to his 

corporeal body, the vessel in 

which the G-dly soul 

illuminates; and "the very 

depths of the earth" refers to 

 

WITHOUT ANY WARNING 
 

One day, Rebbi Yehoshua ben Levi met 

Eliyahu Hanavi in Peki'in, at the entrance of 

the cave where Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai had 

hid. “When will Moshiach come?”  Rebbi 

Yehoshua asked Eliyahu.  

“Go ask him [Moshiach],” he replied. “He 

is sitting in Gan Eden, parallel to the entrance 

of Rome, amongst the suffering paupers. He 

cleans his wounds one at a time, so that if he is 

suddenly summoned to redeem the Yidden, he 

will not tarry for even a moment.” 

Rebbi Yehoshua went to the gates of Rome, 

and asked him, “When will our master come?” 

“Today!” Moshiach assured him. Evening 

came, but Moshiach did not reveal himself.  

Rebbi Yehoshua returned to Eliyahu 

Hanavi, “Moshiach lied to me! He said he 

would come today and he did not.” Eliyahu 

explained, “He was referring to the 'today' of 

the possuk, 'Today, if you will listen to 

Hashem's voice…'“ 

While sitting at a tish with his chassidim, 

Reb Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev asked, “Why 

did Moshiach tell Rebbi Yehoshua ben Levi 

that he is coming, 'Today'? Isn’t it written that 

Hashem will send Eliyahu Hanavi before the 

awesome day arrives?” When no one offered a 

response, Reb Levi Yitzchok answered 

himself, “The reason for Eliyahu Hanavi's 

coming, is to elevate everyone from their 

mundane tasks and prepare them for Moshiach. 

However, 'If you will listen to Hashem's voice', 

if we will wake up on our own, then Moshiach 

will be able to come 'today', immediately, 

without having Eliyahu Hanavi come to 

forewarn us.”  (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 
 

 

 

You have been shown to know that 

the L-rd is G-d (Deuteronomy 

4:35) 

 

When G-d revealed Himself on 

Mount Sinai to the soul of every 

Jew of every generation, He 

thereby made it possible for any 

Jew who sincerely desires to serve 

Him to perceive the true essence 

of the world, despite the darkness 

and concealment of what presents 

itself as reality. 
 (Sefat Emet)  

At that time, saying (Deut. 3:23) 

Moses beseeched G-d that in later 

generations -- "at that time"- - 

when the Jews will find 

themselves in the depths of exile, 

unable to even muster up the 

proper intentions before praying 

and only capable of uttering the 

words, their prayers should be 

acceptable before G-d.     (The 

Amshinover Rebbe) 

And I besought G-d at that time, 

saying "…that I may see the good 

land" (Deut. 3:23-25) 

 

The Midrash relates that Moses 

beseeched G-d with 515 prayers (the 

numerical equivalent of the word 

"va'etchanan" - "and I besought") to 

be allowed to enter the Land of Israel. 

Even after G-d explicitly told him, 

"Do not continue to speak to Me any 

more of this matter," Moses persisted. 

We learn from this that we must never 

give up begging and imploring G-d to 

allow us back into the Land of Israel, 

with the coming of Moshiach, for we 

have been promised that we are the 

last generation of exile and the first 

generation of Redemption. 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

Take good care of your souls (Deut. 

4:15) 

 

One must not abuse or neglect the 

physical body, for "a small defect in 

the body creates a large defect in the 

soul." 
 (The Mezeritcher Magid) 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
The Value of Tehillim 

Once, in the time of the holy Baal Shem Tov, it was decreed in Heaven 

that a certain Jewish settlement should be destroyed, R”L. The Baal 

Shem Tov called upon his friends, the hidden tzaddikim, Reb 

Mordechai and Reb Kehos, to join him to form a beis din and find a 

way to nullify the decree.   

 

The beis din convened, and the neshama of the Baal Shem Tov 

ascended to the heavenly worlds. There he saw that the decree had 

already been sealed and could not be annulled.  However, as he passed 

through the heavenly spheres while descending back to the physical 

world, he saw a magnificent light created by the words of Tehillim that 

were being recited by a simple villager. This Yid would complete the 

entire Sefer Tehillim five times every day, but since he was quite 

ignorant, he sometimes said Tehillim in unclean places. Nevertheless, 

HaShem valued his Tehillim so much, that a privileged share in Olam 

HaBa awaited him. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov immediately traveled to see this man and asked 

him, "Would you be willing to sacrifice your share in Olam HaBa in 

order to save an entire Jewish community?"  The simple Yid responded, 

"If I have a share in Olam HaBa, I am ready to forfeit it for such a 

cause."  And the decree was annulled. 

 

On the pasuk "Yiheyu leratzon imrei fi " (may the words of my mouth 

find favor before you), the Medrash teaches that Dovid HaMelech 

requested that his words of praise be written and engraved for all future 

generations.  Furthermore, he asked HaShem that the recitation of 

Tehillim be considered just as worthy as the study of the most complex 

halachos of the Torah. 

 

The Frierdiker Rebbe related: "When I was a little boy I once wondered 

whether malochim are able to calculate numbers. When I asked my 

father, he replied, 'That’s a good question!  But I am certain that Malach 

Michoel counts all the Tehillim that one says, and with it he creates a 

chandelier that lights up, Above and below, for that person and for his 

children.'  "Following this, my father would often ask me, 'How is your 

chandelier doing?' " 

 

The Rebbe explains that even when Tehillim is said without particular 

kavonos and at a quick pace, as many do on Shabbos Mevarchim, this 

nevertheless has a tremendous effect. In fact, in the Yehi Ratzon, we 

ask that our reading be considered as if it came from the mouth of 

Dovid HaMelech himself. 

 

The Frierdiker Rebbe emphasized that the kedusha of the words, even 

when they are not understood, is as precious in the eyes of HaShem as 

a korbon. One should learn the translation of the words, but not recite 

that instead of the original. 

 

Great Powers 
About 650 years ago, in a village in Germany, there lived a simple 

pious Yid who was able to study Torah only at its simplest level. 

Every day, year after year, he would recite the entire Sefer Tehillim.  

Less than thirty days after he passed away, he 

appeared in a dream to a chochom from the nearby city of Worms. In 

the dream he stood holding a little Tehillim, and he cautioned the 

chochom, "Warn the people in my village to escape immediately to 

the surrounding towns. During my life I protected them with my 

recitation of Tehillim, but now they are in grave danger." 

 

Early the next morning, the chochom sent a messenger with an urgent 

letter telling the villagers of the looming danger. The people heeded 

his words, and they were saved. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov would say that reciting the entire Sefer Tehillim 

is a segula for crushing any verdict on a person. 

 

The Tzemach Tzedek once told his chassidim, "If only you knew the 

power of pesukim of Tehillim and their effect in Heaven, you would 

recite them at all times. The kapitlach of Tehillim break through all 

barriers as they soar aloft, higher and higher, uninterrupted. They 

prostrate themselves before the Master of the Universe, bringing 

results with kindness and mercy." 

RECITING TEHILLIM 

Father, Enough Already 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok 

Schneersohn, the Previous 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, said: "If 

all Jews would join together, 

great and small alike, and 

say, 'Father, enough already. 

Have mercy on us and send 

us our Redeemer, then 

certainly Moshiach would 

come!" 

 

Set Aside the Intellect 
Even the great minds must 

lay aside their intellects and 

not be ruled by their reason 

and knowledge, for they are 

susceptible to being 

misguided by their intellect 

to the point that their end 

may be a bitter one.  The 

essential thing in these times 

of the "footsteps of 

Moshiach" is not to follow 

intellect and reason, but to 

fulfill Torah and mitzvot 

wholeheartedly, with simple 

faith in the G-d of Israel.  

(the Rebbe Rashab)  
 

(reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org – LYO / 

NYC) 

 

The Frierdiker Rebbe related how in all generations, whenever a decree 

was issued against Yidden, they would run to shul to recite Tehillim. 

The melamdim would recite Tehillim with their young talmidim, for 

"their breath is sinless." The Frierdiker Rebbe added that the numerous 

Hamans in every generation are eliminated by the heartfelt Tehillim of 

a simple Yid – "not by sword or spear, but only by a heartfelt kapitel of 

Tehillim." 

 

In the year 5603 (1843), the interior minister of Russia summoned the 

Tzemach Tzedek, along with three other leaders representing the 

Yidden of Russia, in order to pass new decrees upon the Yidden. When 

they arrived in Petersburg and heard of the gezeira, they immediately 

ordered three kapitlach of Tehillim (tehillim 20, 22, 69)  to be recited in 

all shuls and chadorim 

This required mesirus nefesh, for the czar was likely to punish them for 

supposedly assuming control over Russian citizens.  Shortly after, that 

evil minister fell ill and died, and was replaced by a neutral minister 

who canceled the decrees. 

 

In the year 5642 (1882), which became known as "a year of bloody 

pogroms," the Yiddishe leaders led by the Rebbe Maharash revealed a 

secret plot against the Yidden. They likewise called upon the Yidden to 

recite the abovementioned kapitlach, and within one month the evil 

plan fell through. 

 

In the year 5666 (1906), pogroms began to erupt throughout Russia. 

The Yiddishe leaders, lead by the Rebbe Rashab and Reb 

Chaim of Brisk, gathered in Petersburg, where they heard of the czarist 

government's secret plan to instigate pogroms in 116 

Yiddishe communities. At that time, too, they requested that the three 

kapitlach be recited by Yidden everywhere, and shortly 

afterwards the plan failed.  (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

  

http://www.lchaimweekly.org/


 

A 60-year-old woman has given 

birth to a healthy baby girl after 

an emergency cesarean delivery 

on Tuesday at the Kaplan 

Medical Center in Israel. 

 

A first-time 60-year-old mother 

and her newborn daughter are 

healthy after an emergency 

cesarean delivery on Tuesday 

morning at the Kaplan Medical 

 60 Year-Old has First Baby 

Center in Rehovot. 

 

The mother, who wished to 

remain anonymous, was rushed 

to the hospital with 

preeclampsia, a condition that 

can potentially harm both 

mother and baby.  

 

It took a medical team including 

two gynecologists, two 

pediatricians, a midwife and 

three nurses an hour to deliver 

her 2.2-kilogram (4.85-pound) 

daughter, the hospital said. 

 

The woman, who had undergone 

many years of fertility 

treatments, thanked the medical 

staff. 

 

“As I arrived in the operating 

room a large medical team was 

waiting for me,” she said. “They 

calmed me down. Everyone was 

smiling. The greatest happiness 

in my life was when the team 

showed me my daughter. I have 

waited so many years for her.” 

 

Although this woman was the 

oldest to give birth in Kaplan 

Medical Center, the oldest ever 

to give birth in Israel was Haya 

Shahar, a 65-year-old Hasidic 

woman from Bnei Brak.   

 

(by Times of Israel; reprinted 

from Collive) 

 

 

 

 

 
Looking for a change in your 

Friday night soup? Actually, I 

serve the soup during the 

summer on Friday afternoon so 

people don't come home from 

shul "starving", because it is so 

late. In a hot oven (200 degrees 

c) roast 3 medium sized beets 

drizzled with olive oil until they 

are tender (1 hour?). At the 

same time take 6 unpeeled 

garlic cloves (I like more than 

that), drizzle with olive oil in a 

foil packet and roast for about 

30 minutes. Heat 2 tbl of olive 

oil and saute 1 large leek or a 

similar quantity of shallots 

(chopped).  Add the beets 

(peeled and quartered), and the 

juice of the garlic (squeezed out 

of the roasted garlic), thyme, 

bay leaf and 3 cups of water. 

Season with salt and pepper to 

taste. I prefer coarse sea salt. 

Bring to a boil and simmer for 5 

minutes. Take out the bay leaf, 

cool, and use a stick blender to 

blend. Add 2 tbl of lemon juice.   

 

Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I give classes in a yeshiva and at several other 

locations and altogether about 100 students attend my classes each 

week.  One particular class has been going on for about 10 years.  

Over the last three years a certain individual became a regular 

attendee, however, unlike the other attendees, he is not religious.  

Recently, I suggested that perhaps he might want to consider 

increasing his religious observance.  To say the least he did not take 

well to my suggestions.  He felt I was being critical and intolerant.   

He has not returned to my class.  I would like to call him and make 

amends but I am not quite sure what to say. 

Answer:  The Rebbe Rashab (the fifth Rebbe of Chabad) wrote, 

“cherish criticism, for it will place you on the true heights.”  

However, as you have found, it can be quite delicate as it is not easy 

for many to receive critique.  Given that 100 students come to your 

classes each week, I am sure you have considerable wisdom and 

knowledge to impart.  In addition, the fact that your classes have 

continued for up to 10 years shows that your students must also 

enjoy coming.  My assumption is that this particular student would 

also like to return.  The question is, how to enable this to happen? 

 
Rabbi Shalom Ber Gordon was a Rav in New Jersey and a chassid 

of the Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, the Rebbe Rayatz.  He once 

asked the advice of the Rebbe Rayatz as to the best way to speak to 

his congregation.  He explained that if he compliments them and 

tells them what they want to hear he is not telling them what they 

need to hear and if tells them what they need to hear they will fire 

him.  The Rebbe Rayatz explained with a metaphor of a sauna.  In 

certain hot saunas there is a person with a broom who whips 

customers on the back when customers ask him to do so.   The 

sensation is wonderful, like a massage over the whole back.  The 

person asks for more and more.  However, if someone came up to a 

person on the street and hit him with a broom he would call the 

police.  The Rebbe Rayatz explained that before you can give 

somebody musar (critique), they need to feel your warmth and love; 

you need to lift them up.  With this preparation, they will be able 

and will want to receive your words.  Most people do want to hear 

how to improve, but they first need to be warmed up.   

 

In addition, it is helpful to speak to people’s potential, as opposed to 

their shortcomings.  As Rabbi Yossi Jacobson explains, “speak to 

people’s innermost being.  Don’t tell what they should be; show 

them who they really are.”  Show them their greatness, their 

qualities and abilities.  This will inspire them to want to achieve and 

grow. 

 

As I said, I believe he would like to return.  I would suggest that 

you acknowledge to him that you caused him to feel criticized and 

not accepted and apologize to him for this (orally, not by text or 

email).  Tell him how much you value him as a member of your 

class and would like him to return.  He should feel that you care for 

him as a person and that you believe in him. Words from the heart 

enter the heart.  I have no doubt that if you are sincere, he will feel 

your sincerity and will return.   
Please email your questions to coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 

Aharon Schmidt, marriage and individual coaching and counseling; 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 

 

 

    

 

 

Halacha Corner –  Vacationing in Spain - There is a kabala (oral tradition) that following the expulsion of the Yidden from 

Spain, a cherem was made forbidding a Yid to ever return to Spain. Is one obligated to heed this cherem today? Would it be permissible to take a 

vacation to Spain?  This tradition is not recorded in any seforim and there are several reasons to believe that the cherem never took place. Firstly, it is 

not mentioned in the Abarbanel’s description of the events surrounding the expulsion. Secondly, Reb Yehuda Hachosid warns against making this sort 

of cherem, since it places a stumbling block before future generations.   A cherem is a form of a neder, and is therefore ossur mide’oiraisa or midivrei 

kabala (a din learnt from nach) according to others, therefore when in doubt we would need to be stringent.  However, there are poskim which 

differentiate between when the doubt concerns the extent of the cherem, in which case we would be stringent, or when the doubt concerns whether 

there is a cherem at all, when we are lenient. Other poskim do not accept this differentiation.  In our case there are several additional doubts which 

classify this question as a sfek sfeika (a double doubt) which would permit taking a vacation:  (1) Perhaps the cherem was only regarding those who 

were actually expelled, that they should never return.  (2) Even if we say that they accepted it for the future, perhaps it only included their descendants 

and not all of klal Yisroel. (3) Even if they did make it for the entire klal Yisroel, perhaps they made the cherem similar to the Torah’s prohibition of 

living in Mitzrayim which only includes residing there but not merely visiting.  It is worthwhile mentioning that the Rebbe sent a shliach to live in 

Spain.   (by Rabbi Chaim Chazan, reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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