
Parshas Bo – יצאו ברכוש גדול 

Payback 

In the midst of the climactic drama leading up to Yetzias Mitzrayim, we find repeated reminders 

and pleas from Hashem to make sure that the Yidden ask their former oppressors, the Mitzrim, 

for their valuables. Famous is the Moshol of the long-suffering convict, who is unexpectedly 

informed that preparations are under way to arrange for his release. The official goes on to 

describe how they wish to compensate the wrongly accused prisoner for his extended 

incarceration. He is told of the elaborate groundwork being put into motion to present him with all 

kinds of gifts and perks. As his visitor is excitedly gushing on and on about all these reparations, 

the prisoner impatiently cuts him off. Forget this stuff. Just get me out of here once and for all. 

Everything else is unimportant.  

Why was it so important to call attention to compensation, urging the Yidden not to leave without 

attending to this, when the focus of the time was on finally leaving Mitzrayim and ending 

generations of tyranny and hardship? Hashem brings up this promise when Avraham Avinu is first 

advised of the forthcoming Galus, by the ברית בין הבתרים. Hashem later reassures Moshe by the 

burning bush that the Yidden will definitely go out כוש גדולבר . Here, once again, in these Parshios, 

it is mentioned repeatedly.   

Why was all this effort necessary anyway? The Yidden certainly deserved to be compensated for 

their endless hardship and brutal mistreatment. The Mitzrim most definitely were in debt to the 

Yidden for essentially providing the entire infrastructure of Mitzrayim’s economy and industry for 

over two centuries, and at the loss of many innocent lives. And, why did they have to ask the 

Mitzrim so nicely – וישאלו איש מרעהו. The Yidden could have demanded that the now-terrified 

Mitzrim hand over their wealth as compensation.  

We also have to wonder, what could be so important that the Yidden had to leave Mitzrayim 

loaded down with such an overabundance of precious materials? וינצלו את מצרים, they drained 

Mitzrayim like a fish pond emptied of all its fish. The Medrash describes how each Yid took along 

ninety, extra heavy duty, Lubian donkeys, loaded down with the riches they had amassed from 

the Mitzrim. This was besides the incredible treasures the Yidden would retrieve from the Yam 

Suf. Chazal teach that the Yidden spent three days on the shores of Yam Suf accumulating a 

trove that far surpassed what they had already removed from Mitzrayim! The Medrash tells how 

each Yid was capable of singlehandedly providing all the material needed, when it came time to 

build the Mishkan. 

This undertaking, to acquire the wealth of Mitzrayim and how to go about it, was meant to deliver 

a powerful message of clarification to the nations of the world and to the Yidden as well. Putting 

a spin on the news, now regarded as an art form, was a phenomenon back in biblical times as 

well. How would the world view Yetzias Mitzrayim?  

If they left empty-handed: Breaking News - Poor, unfortunate refugees are streaming out of 

Mitzrayim with nothing more than the Matzoh on their backs. Wretched souls, who were good for 

nothing more than unskilled, menial, slave work, have set up refugee camps in the barren 



wilderness, after their host, the once-mighty Egyptian Empire has crumbled, following a series of 

natural disasters.  

If they demanded and took the riches: Jewish migrants, taking advantage of the breakdown of 

Egyptian society and the prevailing sense of fear and foreboding, shake down their former lords 

for their precious belongings.  

Leaving ביד רמה, with their heads held high, the world saw a proud people, their shining nobility 

restored. They heard how the Mitzrim congenially - איש מרעהו - bestowed their wealth for well-

deserved recompense. Furthermore, the world could not fail to see how, despite hitting the 

jackpot, instantly going from rags to riches, Klall Yisroel became a ממלכת כהנים וגוי קדוש that was 

solely occupied with holy pursuits eschewing any of the trappings or recreations of the super-rich.  

More importantly, the Eibishter had to make it clear to the Yidden and to the Avos that the Yidden 

deserved to be redeemed and rewarded for their suffering. The Yidden were but a shell of their 

former selves. They barely made it out of Mitzrayim, having sunk to the deepest level of the  מ"ט

 Avodah Zarah and immorality was rampant. Most of the Jewish nation quietly .שערי טומאה

disappeared during the שלשת ימי אפילה. Are these the כוכבי השמים that Avraham hoped for in his 

progeny?  

The Klauzenberger Rov, ztvk”l once shared a bunk in the concentration camp, with an avowed 

disbeliever. The “Oisvorf” whispered to the Rov – you know Rebbe, I too will merit a portion in 

The World to Come. The Rov was astounded. How is it possible? You deny any connection to 

Torah and Yiddishkeit! The fellow responded – Do you know how I got here? Hitler, ימ"ש, had to 

dig back three generations to attach some slim connection of my ancestry to the Jewish nation. It 

is inconceivable, that it is good enough for Hitler, and I be considered, treated and suffer as a 

Jew, and not be good enough to deserve the heavenly reward of being a Jew as well. The Rebbe 

said, I owe you a “Shkoiach”. Now I understand why the Ribono shel Olam was so insistent on 

rewarding the Yidden by Yetzias Mitzrayim. If they went out like poor, broken survivors, Avraham 

Avinu would complain – You promised they would be slaves and then rewarded. If they were not 

rewarded, because they were so low and undeserving, then why did you fulfill the part of enslaving 

them? Said the Rebbe, Yidden who are Yidden enough to suffer in Galus, are Yidden enough to 

deserve the reward of רכוש גדול, no matter what their shortcomings. 

 and dedicated to all Holocaust survivors who bequeathed to usלע"נ א"מ ר' אברהם אייזק בן אלכסנדר 

the רכוש גדול of Klall Yisroel rebuilt out of the ashes, and restored beyond anything they could 

have imagined. Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 
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Rav Dovid Biderman, the first Lelover Rebbe (1746-1814), son of Rav Shlomo Biderman. A 

close follower of the Chozeh of Lublin, he was known for his extraordinary compassion for, and 

inability to see faults in, his fellow Jews. His main disciple was Rav Yitzchak of Vorki, whose son, 

Yaakov Dovid, was the first Amshinov Rebbe. 

 



Sunday, Shabbos Shira -9 Shvat 

Miraculous Rescue of the Belzer Rebbe and his brother, the Bilgorai rebbe (1944) 

Rabbi Eliezer Silver (1882-1968), who served the Jewish community of Cincinnati for four 

decades. Rabbi Silver is best known for spearheading efforts to rescue 

Jews from the Holocaust. As head of the "Agudas HaRabbanim," he 

tirelessly raised millions of dollars. He used the funds to produce 

counterfeit documents and pay off smugglers -- in the end directly saving 

at least 10,000 Jewish lives. In October 1943, Silver organized a rally of 

200 rabbis in Washington; the effort prompted President Roosevelt to form 

the War Refugee Board, which rescued tens of thousands more from 

Hitler's ''Final Solution.'' After the war, Rabbi Silver traveled to DP camps 

to help Holocaust survivors start a new life. He also sought out hundreds 

of Jewish children who had been placed by their parents in Catholic 

orphanages, to spare them the horrors of the concentration camps. Often, 

the parents were killed during the war and there was no one to claim them. 

Rabbi Silver discovered that the priests operating the orphanages were often unable (or refused) 

to identify which children came from Jewish families. So Rabbi Silver had a solution: He strode 

into the lunchroom, stood on a chair, and proclaimed in his loudest voice: "Shema Yisrael, the 

Lord our God, the Lord is One!" Suddenly, the orphanage was filled with children's cries for their 

mother. Rabbi Silver looked at the priest, and said, "These children are mine." 

Monday, Shabbos Shira -10 Shvat 

The Rashash - The Great Mekubal Rav Shalom Sharabi (1720-1777) One the great Yemenite 

Torah leaders and one of the foremost Mekubalim of his day and leading Mekubal in 

Yerushalayim, Rav Shalom Sharabi otherwise known as the Rashash, was born in Yemen in 

5480/1720.  After being saved from a difficult situation he fulfilled his promise to go to Eretz Yisroel 

with his sights set on learning Torah in Yeshiva Bet El in Yerushalayim.  After a journey that led 

him through India, Baghdad and Damascus he arrived in Yerushalayim.  At that point he was 

already a great talmid chochom and accomplished in both Toras HaNiglah and Toras 

HaNistar.  Yet trying to keep himself hidden, the Rashash approached the Rosh Yeshiva Rav 

Gedalia Chayon and applied for the job of a Shamash.  This way he was able to stay anonymous 

yet quench his thirst for Torah in this great Yeshiva.   He would stand innocently in the corner 

during shiurim as if he was not part of the shiur, yet he was listening intently.  His official job was 

to wake up the talmidim for tikkun chatzos, arrange the seforim, and bring water.  No one dreamed 

that this "Shamash" was actually a great Talmid Chochom.  When difficult questions would arise 

that could not be answered by anyone in the yeshiva the Rashash would leave an anonymous 

note with the correct answer between the Rosh Yeshiva's seforim.  This happened on a number 

of occasions and left the Rosh Yeshiva and all the talmidim bewildered as to who the author could 

have been since the Rosh Yeshiva decreed on all the "talmidim" that they must reveal the author.  

One day when the daughter of the Rosh Yeshiva saw the Rashash sticking a paper inside her 

father's sefer she immediately notified her father.  Under pressure from the Rosh Yeshiva the 

Rashash was forced to admit what he had been doing all along.  Although he pleaded with Rav 

Gedalia to let him remain hidden, Rav Gedalia took his daughter's revelation as sign from 



Shamayim that it was time for the Rashash to be revealed.  From then on the Rashash became 

very close with the Rosh Yeshiva and in time married his daughter.  

After Rav Gedalia's death the Rashash, at only 27 years old, was appointed Rosh Yeshiva.  He 

wrote a peirush on the Arizal's Kabbala work Etz Chaim (written by Rav Chaim Vital) of which 

Rav Yeddiya Abulafia said that whoever learns Eitz Chaim without the peirush of the Rashash is 

like a blind man feeling his way in the dark.  Among his most famous writings is the Siddur 

HaRashash in which is written special kabalistic kavanos for Tefila which have become the 

standard for all Mekubalim today.  

Among his talmidim were the Chida and the Maharit Algazi who became the Rosh Yeshiva after 

the petira of the Rashash.  His great son Rav Yitzchok Sharabi left in his tzava'a a request to bury 

him in disgrace and throw him into his kever as a kapara for once acting against the wishes of his 

father the Rashash.  Naturally upon his death the Chevra Kadisha refused to carry this 

out.  During the levaya they were attacked by the local Arabs and everyone was forced to leave 

the niftar and flee for their lives.  The attackers then flung the body which rolled down the hill in 

disgrace to its final resting place.  

The Rashash was niftar in 5537/1777 at the age of 57 in Yerushalayim.  The Rashash promised 

that in times of tzara whoever davens at his kever with great kavana will be answered.  He is 

buried on Har HaZeisim and on his Yahrtzeit, the 10th of Shevat many petitioners who go to learn 

and daven there. Yehi Zichro Boruch 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn (1880-1950) - 6th Rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, the sixth rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch, 

was one of the most remarkable Jewish personalities of the twentieth 

century. In his seventy years, he encountered every conceivable challenge 

to Jewish life: the persecutions and pogroms of Czarist Russia, 

Communism's war on Judaism, and melting-pot America's apathy and 

scorn toward the Torah and its precepts. The Rebbe was unique in that he 

not only experienced these chapters in Jewish history -- as did many of his 

generation -- but that, as a leader of his people, he actually faced them 

down, often single-handedly, and prevailed. 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak was the only son of Rabbi Sholom DovBer, the fifth 

Rebbe of Chabad, whose devotion to the child's education is lovingly 

chronicled in Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak's voluminous writings.1 While still in his teens, the young 

Yosef Yitzchak he served as the right hand of his father. As the personal secretary of the Rebbe, 

Yosef Yitzchak's responsibilities included administrating the many civic and communal activities 

in which the Rebbe was involved. The young Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, in full-length chassidic garb, 

was a familiar figure in the receiving rooms of the government officials, ministers, and nobles of 

Moscow and Petersburg. In 5655 (1895) the young rabbi participated in the great conference of 

religious and lay leaders in Kovno, and again in the following year in Vilna. At times soft-spoken 

and with words coming from the heart, at times audacious and threatening, but always fearless 

and determined, he demanded the repeal of anti-Jewish decrees, the stopping of pogroms and 

the cessation of the government's program of forced "enlightenment" of traditional Jewish life. 

On Elul 13, 5657 (1897), at the age of seventeen, Yosef Yitzchak married Nechamah Dina, 

daughter of Rabbi Abraham Schneersohn and granddaughter of the Tzemach Tzedek, the third 
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Chabad rebbe. During the week's celebrations that followed the wedding ceremony, Rabbi 

Sholom Dovber announced the founding of Tomchei Tmimim, the Lubavitch yeshivah, and the 

following year appointed his son to be its executive director. It was there, in the hamlet of 

Lubavitch in pre-soviet White Russia, that Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok trained the army of the faithful 

torchbearers who, under the impossible conditions of the decades to come, would literally give 

their lives to keep the flame of Jewish life ablaze throughout the Soviet Union. 

Upon his father's passing in 1920 Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak assumed the leadership of Russian Jewry 

just as Communism's all-out war on Jewish life was moving into high gear. His fight to preserve 

Judaism was characterized by his all-consuming mesirat nefesh - an unequivocally selfless 

devotion to the physical and spiritual needs of a fellow Jew and unshakable faith in what he stood 

for. He dispatched teachers and rabbis to the farthest reaches of the Soviet Empire, establishing 

a vast underground network of schools, mikvaos, and lifelines of material and spiritual support. 

Stalin's henchmen did everything in their power to stop him. In 1927 he was arrested, beaten, 

sentenced to death and exiled; but he stood his ground, and by force of international pressure he 

was finally allowed to leave the country. But in leaving the boundaries of the Soviet Union he left 

his emissaries and their infrastructure of Jewish life behind; these continued to function and thrive, 

preserving and even spreading the teachings of Torah and chassidism to this very day. When the 

all-powerful communist regime began to crumble in the closing years of the '80s, Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak's network of children's schools, outreach centers, and supply lines of kosher food and 

religious services simply moved out of cellars and attics into emptied Communist Party buildings. 

Upon arriving in New York after his rescue from Nazi-occupied Warsaw in 1940, Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak took on a no less formidable challenge: the frigid spiritual atmosphere of the western 

world. There was no telling Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak that his was a losing battle; from his wheelchair, 

he rallied the Jewish young of America under the cry that "America is no different," that also in 

this bastion of materialism the timeless truths of Torah can take root and flourish. He established 

yeshivas and day schools, a publishing house for Jewish books, a social service organization and 

community support networks throughout the country. By the time of his passing in 1950 he had 

laid the foundation for the global renaissance of Torah-true and chassidic-flavored Jewish life, 

heralded by his son-in-law and successor, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson zy”a. 

Tuesday, Yom Shlishi, Shabbos Shira -11 Shvat 

Many observe the סגולה of reading פ' ַהָמן שנים מקרא ואחד תרגום attributed to ר' מנחם מנדל  
Riminover.  
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