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Influence from Inside Out 

Parshas Vayishlach 
 

 

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlit’’a 
 

After Yaakov meets the sar of Eisav and then encounters Eisav himself, he arrives in 

Shechem, as the passuk says: ֶאֶרץ  ֶכם ֲאֶשר בְׁ ֵלם ִעיר שְׁ ֵני ַויָּבֹא ַיֲעֹקב שָּ ם ַוִיַחן ֶאת פְׁ ֹבאֹו ִמַפַדן ֲארָּ ַנַען בְׁ כְׁ

ִעיר   .הָּ

 

From the words ִעיר ֵני הָּ  Chazal derive that Yaakov established techumim; this is ,ַוִיַחן ֶאת פְׁ

the source of the concepts of techum Shabbos and eiruv techumin.  

 

The Meshech Chochmah cites a fascinating difference between Chazal’s descriptions of 

Avraham Avinu and Yaakov Avinu. Avraham, the Gemara (Yoma 28b) says, fulfilled the 

mitzvah of eiruv tavshilin, whereas Yaakov created techumin. The Meshech Chochmah 

explains that this contrast reflects their different approaches in avodas Hashem.  

 

The tafkid of all the Avos was to be a merkavah for the Shechinah, which means to be a 

vehicle for bringing the Shechinah down into this world. But Avraham and Yaakov had 

different ways of doing that. Avraham did eiruv tavshilin, an allusion to his inviting 

guests to partake of his food so he could teach them about Hashem. His approach was to 

influence people by publicizing emunah in Hashem, and thereby bring about hashraas 

haShechinah. The Rambam, at the beginning of Hilchos Avodah Zarah, describes how 

Avraham would gather masses of people and prove to them that Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

exists. He even made a hotel, Chazal tell us, in order to host people and teach them to 

thank Hashem, as the passuk says:  ֵשם ם בְׁ א שָּ רָּ ַבע ַוִיקְׁ ֵאר שָּ םקֵ  ה'ַוִיַטע ֵאֶשל ִבבְׁ ל עֹולָּ .  

 

Yaakov Avinu was different. He was a yoshev ohalim; he didn’t go out to influence the 

rest of the world. Rather, he foresaw that he was meant to have 12 shevatim – מהימטתו של  

– and he embarked on building from the inside. He established techumim – he set 

boundaries to prevent outside influences from penetrating the home he was building. 

Instead of bringing the Shechinah to other people, he made his home a makom for the 

Shechinah.  
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Avraham Avinu went down to Mitzrayim to influence people. Yaakov, on the other hand, 

balked at the idea of descending to Mitzrayim, because he did not seek to be mashpia. In 

fact, he was actually upset with the very notion that someone had attempted to influence 

his father-in-law Lavan by stealing his idols. Similarly, Yaakov hid his daughter Dina 

when he met Eisav, because he did not want her to marry him and influence him 

positively. That wasn’t his avodah; his avodah was to establish techumim, separating 

himself and building from the inside.  

 

Two Ways to Spread Hashem’s Name 

It would seem that Yaakov, who focused on building his own home, was not involved in 

publicizing Hashem’s Name to the world. Yet the Gemara (Menachos 53a) indicates that 

all of the Avos made Hashem’s Name known to the world. The Gemara says:  

 

מרה כנסת ישראל לפני הקדוש ברוך הוא רבונו של עולם החזק לי טובה שהודעתיך בעולם אמר לה טובתי א

אשר בארץ  ר לקדושיםבל עליך איני מחזיק טובה אלא לאברהם יצחק ויעקב שהודיעוני תחלה בעולם שנאמ

 .המה ואדירי כל חפצי בם

 

Klal Yisrael tells Hashem that He is indebted to them, so to speak, because they made His 

Name known to the world. Hashem replies that He is indebted only to Avraham, 

Yitzchak, and Yaakov, who were the first to make his Name known to the world.  

 

On the surface, this seems incongruent with the Meshech Chochmah’s statement that 

Yaakov established boundaries and refrained from spreading Hashem’s Name to the 

world. That is far from the case, however.  

 

Although the Meshech Chochmah does not cite the Ramban, it seems clear that he is 

basing his statement on a teaching of the Ramban earlier, in Parashas Lech Lecha. The 

passuk there says about Avraham:  ֵַבַח ל ם ִמזְׁ ֵשם  ה'ַוִיֶבן שָּ א בְׁ רָּ ה'ַוִיקְׁ .  

 

The Ramban notes that the Torah says many times regarding Avraham that he called in 

the Name of Hashem; the Torah says this once about Yitzchak, as well. Regarding 

Yaakov, however, the Torah never says that he called in the Name of Hashem. The 

Ramban explains that the approach of Avraham and Yitzchak was to publicize Hashem’s 

Name in the world, so they called out to people, announcing and advertising that Hashem 

is the Master of the Universe. Yaakov did not call out in Hashem’s Name, but he did 

spread emunah in Hashem in a different way, as the Ramban writes:  

 

שהוליד בנים רבים כלם עובדי ה', והיתה לו קהלה גדולה נקראת עדת ישראל ונתפרסמה האמונה בהם, 

 .ונודעה לכל עם

 

Yaakov did publicize the Name of Hashem – from inside, by building a family of 12 

shevatim who formed a nation that follows Hashem and whose lives are an entity of 

doing Hashem’s will. There can be no greater publicizing of emunah than that. In 

addition, the building of Yaakov’s family bred continuity, creating a nation that would 

follow Hashem in all generations.  
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Yaakov didn’t have to go out and actively influence people, because people saw from the 

outside what he created: an entire nation of ovdei Hashem.  

 

This, I think, is what the Meshech Chochmah means when he says that Yaakov saw that 

he would have לימהמטתו ש  – the opportunity to build a home for Hashem and promulgate 

His Name in a pnimiyus’dike way.  

 

With Every Limb  

At the end of the tefillah of Nishmas, we say the passuk:  נָּה ֹמַתי תֹאַמרְׁ ל ַעצְׁ מֹוָך ה'כָּ ִמי כָּ . When 

I was young, I thought that the way to accomplish this was, say, to go onstage, jump up 

and down, wave your limbs, and sing, “הקדוש ברוך הוא אנחנו אוהבים אותך,” so that your 

entire body pronounces that there is no one like Hashem. When I got older, however, I 

realized that there’s a much more powerful and real way to pronounce 'מֹוָך ה ִמי כָּ , and that 

is through becoming a talmid chacham who lives Torah every moment. Take Rav 

Elyashiv zt”l, for instance. His every movement was al pi halachah, an expression of the 

Torah. He didn’t walk, or speak, or tie his shoelace, or get dressed, without following 

what the Torah says. That’s an announcement of 'מֹוָך ה ִמי כָּ .  

 

It’s also the approach of establishing techumim. He was involved in Torah inside his 

dalet amos, but his Torah radiated outward.  

 

With this idea, perhaps we can shed light on a different passuk in this parashah. Two 

pesukim after the passuk we quoted above, the Torah says: א לֹו  רָּ ֵבַח ַוִיקְׁ ם ִמזְׁ י קֵ ל ֱאֹלקֵ ַוַיֶצב שָּ

רָּ  ֵאלִישְׁ . Yaakov built a mizbeiach, and the lashon of kriah appears here – yet it does not 

say that he called out in the Name of Hashem. Rashi brings two explanations for the latter 

part of the passuk, the second of which is al derech drush: שהקב"ה קראו ליעקב אל – 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, kaveyachol, called Yaakov “God”!  

 

Typically, we would understand this to mean that Yaakov was a merkavah for the 

Shechinah. But I would like to suggest that this passuk is highlighting the contrast 

between Avraham and Yitzchak, on one hand, and Yaakov, on the other. Their approach 

was to call out, influencing those on the outside; they didn’t have the opportunity to build 

a family from the inside. Yaakov Avinu, however, was the embodiment of the 

Shechinah’s presence. When people from the outside saw the home he was building, they 

saw Hashem’s Name there. He didn’t have to go out and put it in anyone’s face. He and 

his family radiated the existence of  ֵאֵ קֵ ל ֱאֹלק רָּ לי ִישְׁ . 

 

Publicity – at the Door 

This theme is very relevant to Chanuka as well. Chanuka marks the battle between Klal 

Yisrael and Yavan, which was the father of Western culture. Of all the yamim tovim, this 

is the one in which we engage in advertisement: pirsumei nisa. But our advertisement is 

not done with neon lights or billboards or mass text messages. The halachah is that the 

neiros Chanuka have to be lit by the door to the house, not in the public domain. We are 

not broadcasting a message to the streets – we are calling attention to the door of homes, 

which is the boundary between the outside and the inside.  
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We are announcing that miracles happen to those who have a bayis, those who build a 

world of pnimiyus and carefully observe Torah and mitzvos. In such a home, the 

Shechinah resides, and in such a home, miracles happen. Where there is only publicity 

and chitzoniyus, there can be no pirsumei nisa, because there’s nothing inside. 

 

We are called the children of Yaakov, and his legacy is our heritage. Yaakov was the 

finishing touch of the Avos, and it is his path that we have to adopt: establishing 

techumim and building a bayis. Indeed, Chazal say that Yaakov called the future site of 

the Beis Hamikdash “bayis,” and that remains the nature of our avodah to bring 

Hashem’s Shechinah into this world. By building from the inside, we announce to all of 

the nations of the world, and to ourselves: 'מֹוָך ה ִמי כָּ !  

 


