
 

 

 בס"ד

 לעילוי נשמת שרגא טוביה בן ר' נתן הלוי
 

 

Pinchas 5777- A Cut Above 

  

 In this week’s parsha Hashem rewards Pinchas for killing Zimri & Cozbi. 

He instructs Moshe “Lachain emor hineni nosain lo brissi Shalom” “Behold say 

that I am giving him my Covenant of Peace”.  Rav Nachman (Kiddushin 65b) 

tells us that the Vav of the word Shalom as written in a Torah scroll is a “Vav 

ketiya” -”A severed Vav” According to some this means that the Vav has a space 

across its stem splitting it into two. The purpose of this is to allow us to read the 

word as if it had no Vav, so instead of Shalom it would read Shalaim. This teaches 

us that a Kohain (into whose prestigious brotherhood Pinchas was entering) 

would only be able to perform the priestly service in the Mishkan if shalaim- a 

whole human, without certain physical blemishes. The question one might ask 

is, that in order to be able to read the word as “Shalaim” the Torah could have 

simply written Shaloim without the Vav at all (by putting a cholem under the 

lammed). So why does it insist on keeping the Vav and then dramatically severing 

it? 

 Pinchas was the only person on Planet Earth who had the vision and 

tenacity to rise and kill Zimri & Cozbi. What je ne sais quoi did Pinchas own 

that enabled him to do this? The answer I believe can be found in understanding 

the severed Vav. 

 Rav Avraham Schorr (Halekach VeHalibuv 5761, Vayaishev, Essay 1) 

posits that the essence of the Ancient Greek ideology, the pursuit of physical 

prowess, is captured in how its name is spelled in Hebrew, ָיָון. Everything in this 

world begins as a letter י - a small thought from G-d, a complete package of pure 

wisdom that He brings into existence. This little י contains and represents all the 

wisdom of Torah & spirituality. That thought is then allowed to become 

elongated into a ו, where the י is dragged down onto this planet we call Earth. So 

far so good, says Rav Schorr. That is exactly Hashem’s plan for us. To take G-

dly matter and concepts, which really do not belong amongst mortals and 

mortality, but with the kindness of Hashem we are allowed to lower it onto earth. 

This dispensation is encapsulated in Chazal’s dictum “[Torah] lo Bashamayim 

hee” - “Torah is not in the heavens (anymore)” (Bava Metzia 59b). It’s been 

willingly dragged down onto man’s domain, where we humans are the halachic 

decisors. But יון went too far. They took that י [that had been stretched into a ו] 
and then dragged it down even further, stretching it into a ן. This signifies taking 

G-dly matter and dragging it way too deep into the ground, surrounding it, 



 

 

stifling it, suffocating it with earthy soil and physical desires, not allowing any 

emission of and interaction with that G-dly wisdom.  

 Most of us exist in the י+ו type of world. We embrace Hashem’s wisdom, 

but in a physical manner, coz we’re grounded. Pinchas, however, had the ability 

to sever his Vav, and connect just with the remaining י above. That is what gave 

him the ability to rise to the occasion (pun intended) and kill Cozbi & Zimri. In 

earthly Halacha, there was no obligation to kill them. But Pinchas wasn’t 

chained down to earth anymore, he had severed his ties with Olam Hazeh, he had 

cut his Vav and was now in the rarified air of Yud. 

 Unfortunately, Bilam did not realize this. When the Yidden cornered 

Bilam with the intent to kill him, he thought he could escape by mumbling some 

black magic, allowing him to fly in the sky above his pursuers. So he thought. 

But little did he know he was flying right into Pinchas’s domain, the domain of 

the severed Vav. Pinchas looked up and saw Bnai Yisrael’s arch-enemy hovering 

there. Targum Yonason (Bamidbar, 31:8) tells us that Pinchas said Hashem’s 

name, rose into the sky, and dragged Bilam by his hair down to the ground, where 

after a brief conversation he slew him. This was Pinchas, the man with the ability 

to be human, yet disconnected and severed from this world. 

  Chazal tell us that Pinchas and Eliyahu were one and the same (Bava 

Metzia 114b). It is no wonder that we find that Eliyahu did not die like a mere 

mortal, whose body must be separated from its soul before rising up to heaven. 

Pinchas/Eliyahu did not have to do that. He was perfectly comfortable in his 

earthly body even in the heavens. And that is why Eliyahu did not die. Rather 

“Vaya’al Eliyahu Basa’arah Hashamayim”- “Eliyahu rose to heaven in a 

whirlwind (Melachim Bais, 2:11) 

 Tis interesting to note that the collateral that Yaakov Avinu took from 

Eliyahu to ensure his return to hearld the arrival of Mashiach, was the letter Vav 

from his name (see Rashi to Vayikra, 26:42). This Vav is unsevered, and 

represents coming down to earth. That is what we are waiting for as a nation in 

Exile, just one more shimmy down the Vav from Eliyahu. 

 Touchdown! 
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