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THE PLEASANT WAY 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
     

There are two types of people in this 

world: Those who are squeamish and those 

whose stomachs seem are coated with iron. 

Unfortunately, all too often, members of the 

latter group use their lack of revulsion at 

touching dead creatures in exactly the wrong 

way. Instead of helping their bunkmates by 

removing such offending creatures, they grab 

a moment of pleasure by tormenting others, 

dangling a dead mouse by its tail in front of 

them. 

 Besides being downright disgusting and 

insensitive, they certainly do not realize the 

severity of what they are doing. The Gemara 

in Meseches Chagiga (Daf 5a) teaches that 

upon causing disgust to another Jew, a person 

will r’l be held responsible on the Day of 

Judgment.  

 Perhaps it is examples like this that the 

Mishna in Pesachim refers to when it teaches 

us that the depth of judgment is hidden from 

us. 

 The other night, as I walked up the 

steps in Yeshiva, I noticed an esteemed 

Rebbe and Talmid Chochom using his shoe 

to rub something into the stairs. When I 

asked him what he was doing, he explained 

that he was rubbing in the saliva of some-

one who must have spit onto the ground 

earlier that day. He then explained: Based 

on the words of the Rabeinu Yonah in 

Shaarei Teshuva, it is a great chesed to rub 

out that saliva. The chesed is really because 

of the frightening Gemara above. Spitting 

on the ground causes great disgust to the  

 

ones who pass by, which is a grave sin; thus 

if one wants wishes to do a great kindness 

and spare the ‘spatter’ from punishment 

r’l, he should rub out the saliva so no one 

else has to see it.   
 “D’racheha Darchei Noam… Her ways are 

ways of pleasantness.” The Torah is all about 

pleasantness. Mitzvos must be done in a 

pleasant manner, and the Torah admonishes 

us very clearly not to cause any unpleasant-

ness or disgust to any Jew, ever; not even for 

a practical joke. 

 How far does this principle go? We 

mentioned one anecdote a few years ago 

(Limudei Aish Issue 15): In Bayis Umenucha, 

Rav Moshe Aharon Stern Zt’l writes, that Rav 

Shlomo Zalman Aurbach Zt’l would never 

allow anyone to take away his dirty plates 

after a meal, so that they should not be un-

comfortable seeing his leftover food. Alt-

hough to some that might seem extreme, in 

reality a person has to try to implement this 

principle in all areas of his life, to the extent 

that he is able.  

Whether it is being very careful to leave the 

restroom clean or making sure that we are 

careful in the way we eat and conduct our-

selves at a meal. To be vigilant that our cloth-

ing are always without stains, and to be 

extremely sensitive not to say or do things that 

will make others cringe. Our job is always to 

make others comfortable and to radiate a truly 

pleasant aura wherever we go. When we 

conduct ourselves in a way of pleasantness we 

will bring a sanctification to Hashem’s name 

and will cause others to truly want to follow 
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