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QA Your questions in hashkafah and machshavah 
answered by noted expert

RAV AHRON RAPPS
Rosh Yeshiva ??

By Rabbi Daniel Travis based on 
divrei halachah heard from Rav Az-
riel Aeurbach, Rav Zalman Necha-
miah Goldberg and Rav Yaakov Hil-
lel. For a private appointment with 
the rabbonim in Eretz Yisroel, or to 
send questions, email Rabbi Travis 
at dytravis@actcom.com. Selected 
shailos will be printed in this column. 
The answers given here are the gen-
eral rule, but each case is unique and 
must be referred to a posek.

Question:

Scrabble on Shabbos
Is it permitted to play Scrabble on 

Shabbos using a board, with the let-
ters merely sitting on the board and 
not locking in?

Thank you.
A. S.

Rav aueRbach: 

The halachah is that if a let-
ter is already written onto a reka (a 
background), like a piece of paper or 
some other material, there is no prob-
lem putting it next to other such let-
ters. This is merely considered richuk 
vekiruv osiyos. That is, you are not 
writing, but merely putting already-
written letters next to other ones (see 
Shabbos 104b). 

As far as your question is con-
cerned, playing this game will depend 
on how the pieces are constructed. If 
the letters are written on the plastic, 
then we say that since they already 
have a base, merely putting them on 
to a board is not considered writing. 
However, if the letters are engraved 
into the plastic piece without any 
written letters on them, then we do 
not consider the letter as having a 
base and it would be forbidden.

Question:

Hallel or Hadlakah
I live in Yerushalayim and it is my 

minhag to light neiros 40 minutes be-
fore Shabbos. On Erev Shabbos Rosh 
Chodesh, I hadn’t yet said Hallel 
and it was already 40 minutes before 
Shabbos. What was the correct thing 
to do in this situation?

Thank you.
Mrs. B.

Yerushalayim

Rav aueRbach: 

With the exception of the Seder 
night, women are exempt from saying 
Hallel, since it is a time-restricted, 
positive mitzvah (Tosafos, Brachos 
20b, and Magein Avrohom, Orach 
Chaim 422:5). Nonetheless, women 
may say Hallel, and if a woman is 
Ashkenazi, she may recite a brachah 
when doing so (Biur Halachah 422). 
On the other hand, women are obli-
gated to light Shabbos candles and 
the minhag in Yerushalayim is to 
light 40 minutes before shkiah. When 
you have a conflict between a mitz-
vah that you are obligated in and a 
mitzvah that you voluntary chose to 
do, the correct practice is to continue 
with the mitzvah you are obligated 
to do and forgo the voluntary one. 
The correct practice, therefore, is to 
light Shabbos candles and not to say 
Hallel. (Saying Hallel after lighting 
is not an option, since once you light 
the candles, you accept Shabbos and 
it is no longer Rosh Chodesh [Shul-
chan Aruch 363:15]).

Question: 

Brachah on a Tallis 
During Hakafos

On Simchas Torah, during the 
Hakafos, I went to make Kiddush and 
my tallis got caught on a chair and 
slipped off. Did I need to make a new 
brachah?

Rav aueRbach: 

The halachah is that if one’s tal-
lis falls off completely without one’s 
intent, one should recite a new bra-
chah (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 
8:15). This, however, does not ap-
ply if one had kavanah that it should 
remain on (see Mishnah Berurah 
25:24). 

There is a dispute amongst the 
poskim regarding one whose tallis 
falls off during davening. The Mish-
nah Berurah rules that one should 
make a brachah (8:40). However, my 
father, Hagaon Rav Shlomo Zalman 

Auerbach zt”l, said that the minhag 
is not to recite a brachah, and he ex-
plained that today, everyone has ka-
vanah that his tallis should stay on 
for the entire duration of the daven-
ing. People would be embarrassed to 
daven without a tallis. Since there is 
kavanah to wear it for the entire dura-
tion of the tefillah, one need not make 
a brachah if it falls off (see Halichos 
Shlomo, Ch. 3, Devar Halachah 23). 

The fact that you went to make 
Kiddush during the Hakafos does not 
make a difference. Hakafos are just as 
much a part of davening as anything 
else.

Question: 

Greeting During Shema
There are certain places during 

Shema where it is permitted to inter-
rupt to greet people or return greet-
ings to others (see Mishnah, Brachos 
2:1). From what I understand, this 
halachah is not relevant today, since 
people are not so careful to greet 
people. Does this halachah change 
if the greeter is non-religious or non-
Jewish?

Rav aueRbach: 

During the time of Chazal, greet-
ing people was a major issue, and 
people were extremely offended if 
one did not do so. Therefore, inter-
rupting Shema to do so was permit-
ted. Today, most people don’t make 
a big deal about saying hello (see 
Mishnah Berurah 66:2) and, there-
fore, this does not permit interrupting 
during Shema, even if the person who 
greets you is not religious. However, 
it is proper to make a waving gesture 
with your hand in order to reciprocate 
their greeting.

• • • • •
Rabbi Travis is rosh kollel of 

Kollel Toras Chaim in Yerushalayim 
and the author of Shailos Uteshuvos 
Toras Chaim and Praying With Joy 
1-4, practical daily guides to improv-
ing one’s prayers, available from 
Feldheim Publishers. Rabbi Travis 
recently published “Seven Eternal 
Lights: Memories and Messages of 
the Sassoon Family Fire.” For more 
information about his work or to set 
up a shiur during one of his visits, 
email dytravis@actcom.com. The 
author thanks Rabbi Chaim Berman, 
talmid of Kollel Toras Chaim, for 
his participation in preparing this 
column.
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