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  This Shabbos we will conclude the 

reading of Sefer Shemos, Exodus, the 

second book of the Torah. We will also read 

about the completion of the Mishkan, the 

collapsible Tabernacle. There are valuable 

lessons to be learned from the construction 

of this magnificent edifice, the Mishkan. 

We’ve learned how the entire community of 

Israel gathered as one to build the Mishkan. 

We also discovered that their passion for 

this project was so intense that for the first 

(and probably last time) in the history of the 

Jewish people, funds were collected in 

excess amount.   

The Torah tells us that there was a 

surplus of donations given to the 

construction of the Mishkan. This is every 

building committee’s dream. We often 

receive mail soliciting donations for various 

worthy causes. We have yet to receive a 

letter stating not to send any more money 

due to a surplus of contributions. In the 

midbar people were actually told not to 

contribute any more funds toward the 

Mishkan. Moshe had to tell them to stop 

giving.  

ו ֹמש     יש ַוְיַצַ֣ ַ֣ ֘ה ֵלאֹמ֒ר א  ַמֲחנ  ירּו ֥קֹול ַבַּֽ ה ַוַיֲעב ִ֨

ם  א ָהָעָ֖ ָכֵל֥ ש ַוי  ד  ת ַהֹקֹּ֑ ְתרּוַמַ֣ ה ל  ה ַאל־ַיֲעׂשּו־֪עֹוד ְמָלאָכָ֖ ָש  ְוא 

יא ַּֽ  Moshe commanded, and they“ ֵמָהב 

proclaimed in the camp, saying, “Man and 

woman shall not do more work toward the 

building of the Mishkan!”  ה ַדָי֪ם ה ָהְיָת֥ ְוַהְמָלאָכ 

ר ּה ְוהֹוֵתַּֽ ֹות ֹאָתֹּ֑ ה ַלֲעׂשַ֣  And the nation“ ְלָכל־ַהְמָלאָכָ֖

was held back from giving. And the work 

was sufficient for them for all the work to do 

it – and there was a surplus.”  

This was a historical proclamation, 

perhaps never to be repeated again. It seems 

that because of the surplus in donations, 

there were some that remained unused. 

What was done with these extras? The Tur 

al haTorah, explains that these were used for 

the future upkeep of the Mishkan, the 

maintenance of day to day use. However 

many of the commentators are not satisfied 

with this explanation. Every Jew wished to 

contribute to the Mishkan. The people 

wanted their donations to be used. This was 

their way of having direct involvement in 

the Mishkan without actually building it. 

Everyone felt a need to contribute and 

everyone expected their donations to go 

directly to the building of the Mishkan, and 

not for a repair fund for the future. Those 

whose donations were not directly used in 

the Mishkan missed out on this once in a life 

time opportunity.  

This is a bothersome issue and the 

question remains, why were some gifts used 

immediately and others put aside for later?  

The Oh HaChaim questions the verse 

further, “And the work was sufficient… – 

and there was a surplus.” If the donations 

were “sufficient”, then there should have 

been no surplus. And if there was a surplus, 

why does the verse say that it was just 

enough? How can we reconcile the 



contradiction?  The Oh HaChaim offers a 

novel explanation which sheds light on the 

meaning of this verse and also on 

understanding of our relationship with 

Hashem. Indeed Klal Israel brought a 

tremendous amount of donations, much 

more than was necessary for the 

construction. Hashem saw the passion and 

commitment of His people to this mitzvah. 

Hashem saw their genuine generosity. So 

generous were they, that there was extra. 

Hashem knew that those whose donations 

were unnecessary would be disappointed, 

when they realized their endowments have 

not been used. In order to avoid paining 

these individuals, Hashem made a miracle. 

He made it possible for the Mishkan to 

incorporate all the materials donated, even 

though architecturally it should have been 

impossible. In order to save these people 

from feeling disappointed, Hashem made it 

work. He changed the laws of nature so that 

people would not feel their work and 

donation had been in vain. All the vessels 

donated were miraculously used. All the 

wool and all the pegs, and all the dyes were 

used in a miraculous manner not to insult 

anyone.   

Rav Chaim Shaul Kofman explains 

that this was meant to teach us a valuable 

lesson about our relationship with Hashem 

and His Torah. A person has to be aware 

that all the work he does in keeping the 

Torah and mitzvos is never overlooked or 

set aside as extra. Even if we don’t see the 

manifestation of our efforts right away, they 

are never rejected by Hashem.  Sometimes 

we feel that we daven with great focus, 

scrupulously perform the mitzvos, yet we 

don’t see results in our lives and can’t help 

but feel rejected. This episode of the surplus 

donations is meant to enlighten us that 

Hashem will never cast aside our hard work.  

No matter how irrelevant we may feel, our 

work will never be overlooked or swept 

aside.  

Similarly the Gemora(Menachos 

110a) makes the following statement: “Rav 

Shimon Ben Azai says: we find that the 

Torah says regarding a bulky ox brought as 

an offering that it is a fire-offering, a 

satisfying aroma; as in regard to a tender 

bird offering, a Fire Offering, a satisfying 

aroma; And in regard to a Mincha offering, 

a Fire offering, a satisfying aroma to 

Hashem. The same expression is used each 

time to tell you whether one gives a lot or 

one gives a little, his offering is equally 

pleasing to Hashem, provided he directs his 

heart toward his Father in heaven.”  A 

person can never underestimate the value of 

his personal mitzva observance. 

Furthermore, the Gemora tells us (Bava 

Basra 9b) that when a person gives 

tzedakah, every coin helps and when added, 

it can result in a great sum. It is not so much 

about the end, rather about the means we use 

to get there.  

 

Have a great Shabbos, !שבת שלום

 

 


