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HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Ki Tetze

PARSHAT KI TETZE 5777

WINNING THE REAL BATTLE AND CROWNING HASHEM

In the Musaf of Rosh Hashana we recite three special brachos - malchuyos, zichronos, and shofaros. 

Of the three of them, malchuyos has the strongest connection to the day - it is therefore said not only

in Musaf but in all the tefillos, in Kiddush, and following the haftarah.  The bracha concludes "Melech

al kol haaretz mekadesh Yisrael veYom HaZikaron".  At first glance this appears to violate a principle

in the laws of brachos, and that is that we don't conclude a bracha with two different subjects, in this

case the Kingdom of Hashem and the fact that He sanctifies the day of Rosh Hashana.  For example,

the opening bracha of Shmone Esrei begins with Hashem being: "Elokei Avraham, Elokei Yitzchak,

ve'Elokei Yaakov", yet concludes only with Magen Avraham.  How then can it be that the concluding

bracha of the sanctification of the day of Rosh Hashana concludes with two themes?

The explanation is that these aren't two themes, rather Malchus - the Kingdom of Heaven - is the

essence of the day.   Rosh Hashana, in fact, isn't the only day that we mention the Kingdom of

Heaven, in all of our brachos we say that Hashem is King of the Universe, however Rosh Hashana is

the time that we focus and elaborate on it.  This can be compared to the obligation to mention the

exodus from Egypt the entire year, yet one night of the year to elaborate and tell the entire story.

On Rosh Hashana we recognize that Hashem is One, there's no one greater, no one can defeat Him,

He's not restricted, and He's found in all places and all times.  There's no Supreme Court that He

needs to listen to, no parliament, He's the only King.  Although in Chazal we find that He consults with

His court, this is an expression that we can relate to, but isn't something that actually takes place.

There's no such thing as Hakadosh Baruch Hu learning something new, the fact that He consulted with

His court doesn't mean that there was something He didn't previously know.  He simply spoke to

them but all sides of the issue.  A human being is constantly learning and gathering more information,

the same can't be said about Hashem.
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I'm going to tell you something that you may argue with me, and that is that Hashem knew before

the world was created whether we would follow His dictates or not.  If so, what is a day of judgment? 

 Hashem determined based on how He knew we would  act,  what  would  be  take place  on Rosh

Hashana 5778.  The idea is to awaken us to teshuva so that He can grant us a god year, we eat

simanim on Rosh Hashana as a form of prayer that Hashem will grant us a good year.  However, all

this was determined before the creation.  He hasn't gathered any new information here.

The period we are in can be compared to a relationship between man and wife.  Ellul is where they

first meet, they get to know each other. Rosh Hashana is the eirusin, the first stage of the marriage

ceremony, Yom Kippur, we find in the Gemara, is the nisuin.  For the seven days of Sukkos, the bride

and groom celebrate accompanied by seventy shoshvinin, close friends.  The celebration is with the

seventy bulls that are offered on those days.  On the eighth day the others leave and the bride and

groom are left alone.

This is a period of tremendous closeness to Hashem, but is  accompanied with fear of  judgment,

however we must also keep in mind that these are days of joy.  We are happy that we have such a

good King Who gives us life, who is like our Father and we are His children.  He has compassion and

wants each of us to have a good life.  He gave us the Land of Israel as a place to live our good life. 

We must be happy that He is King and father. 

He has no need for this Day of Judgment, it is we who need it.  He provided u s with Yom Kippur as a

means of ridding us of the burden of sin.  With His help, when we reach one hundred and twenty

years He will also give us the opportunity to rid ourselves of this burden.  We must therefore have a

positive view of these days.  These aren't my own thoughts, but the idea of feeling joy that we have

such a King is found in the Rishonim.

This  week's  parsha  opens  with  the  pasuk:  "ki  tetze  lamilchama  al  oyvecha  unetano  Hashem

Elokecha".  At first "oyvecha" is spelled with a yud, implying plural, but then "unetano" is written in

the singular.  The meaning here as the Chovos Halevavos explains, is based on the fact that when the

Jewish people go to war even if they come back with great loot, they are asked whether they won the

great war against the yetzer hara.  Bnei Yisrael go to war against both (oyvecha in the plural) but only

manage to defeat one of them (unetano).  Hashem understood that and provided the permission of

"eishet yefat toar" realizing that it's very difficult to defeat the yetzer hara.

However, as we see from Rashi, this "heter" is not a strong one, because one who relies on it and

takes a "yefat toar" will end up hating his wife, and will have a son who is a ben sorer umoreh, as is

apparent from the juxtaposition of the psukim. When David Hamelech fled from Avshalom, Chazal

teach us that he wanted to worship avoda zara to avoid a chillul Hashem that a man who was a

tzaddik was killed by his own son. Chushai Haarki told him not to worry that there won't be any chillul

Hashem if Avshalom killed him because he was being punished with a ben sorer umoreh for having

taken a yefat toar.  David accepted this and didn't worship avoda zara.  We see that a tzaddik even

on the level of David Hamelech could do such a thing which put him in danger.

These are days that we must battle the yetzer hara and defeat it.  We should try to enter Yom HaDin

with a total victory.  May Hashem enlighten us with our doing mitzvoth.  May Hashem sweeten us

with a good year, and may the shofar be "meshaper", our acts as we say "shapru maaseiche" and we

should be granted a good year, a year where we will see the Geulah bimhera beyamenu, Amen. 
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