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Now You Know 
When the people of Moav heard about 
the escape of the Jews from Egypt, they 

were afraid that they were going to 
vanquished next. 

Balak, King of Moav, approached the 

elders of Midian for help. Why? 
Especially when they were historically 
enemies, why would he go to them? 

He went because it was well-known that 

Moshe had lived in Midian for many 
years. He wanted to know what sort of a 

man Moshe was, perhaps to find his 
weakness. 

The elders of Midian told Balak that 

Moshe’s power lay in his mouth. He 
therefore found Bilaam, whose power 

also lay in his mouth, in order to 
counteract Moshe’s ability. 

Where do we find that Moshe had power 

in his mouth? Bilaam had a track record 
of being able to issue violent curses, but 
Moshe did not do that. 

Moshe prayed to HaShem at various 
times, but he didn’t always get what he 

asked for. Perhaps though, the power in 
his mouth was found in a very specific 
incident. 

When Miriam and Aharon spoke about 
Moshe in an unfitting way, Moshe did 

not speak or defend himself. The only 
thing he did was pray for Miriam to be 
healed. 

This is the tremendous power of his 
mouth – to keep it from saying mean 
words and to use it to help others. 

This is the same power we all have, if we 
only are careful to keep it that way. 

Thought of the week: 

Worry is a misuse of 
imagination that eliminates 
today’s joy but not 
tomorrow’s sorrow.  
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“And Moav was afraid of the nation for it was many, and Moav was overcome 
with dread because of the Children of Israel.” (Num. 22: 2)       

As the Jews passed their land on the way to Canaan, the people of Moav were afraid the 
Children of Israel would be like other conquerors and take their land. This fear was so 
strong that they came to the point of being “distressed with their lives” as Rivka said she 
was mortally afraid that Yaakov might marry a daughter of Canaan. 

There is an interesting lesson to be learned from this. It is one that we find in last week’s 
Parsha as well. There, the Jews complained about the Mon. They said, “…our souls are 
distressed by this inferior bread.” Rashi says they were afraid that it was leaving a buildup 
in their intestines since no one had to relieve himself and every food has a waste by-
product. It wasn’t a viable fear because the Mon was unlike any other food and it was 
entirely absorbed by the body. 

Just prior to that, we find that the Jews experienced a “distressing of the soul” due to the 
travel. This, too, was not typical. Rather, when they had to backtrack to go around the land 
of Edom which had refused them passage through its land, the Jews reasoned, “We were 
so close and now we’re turning around. The last time this happened, we spent 38 years 
wandering in the wilderness!” That was too much for them to handle. 

In all these cases, people were afraid of something that hadn’t happened and wouldn’t 
necessarily happen. Despite this, they acted as if it had already happened and they were 
mortally aggrieved. They couldn’t bear the stress and strain - but they did it to themselves. 

The Gemara in Brachos (9b) says that when Moshe asked G-d His name, the reply was, “I 
will be what I will be,” which the Gemara says means, “Just as I was with them in this 
slavery, so shall I be with them in future suffering.” Moshe said, “Daya L’tzara b’shaata, it is 
enough to worry when the time comes to worry, so why should I tell them now that they will 
have future suffering?” HaShem agreed. 

In all these cases, however, people were worried about something that hadn’t happened, 
and, in fact, wasn’t going to happen. They were so focused on the negative possibility that 
they were already suffering from it even though it wasn’t real. 

The lesson to take is to live in the moment and make the most of what comes your way. By 
all means, you must plan for the future and that includes being prepared for the worst-case 
scenario, but being prepared for it doesn’t mean feeling like it’s here. In fact, by having a 
plan how to deal with it, you should become calmer about it. And never forget that HaShem 
is in charge of the world and will be with you, come what may. With that knowledge, you 
will be able to enjoy every moment of life and never give in to despair. 

R’ Shimon of Yaroslav lived to a ripe old age. When asked the secret of his longevity he 
replied: 

“Everything that HaShem does is good.  However, when things happen to people that they 
consider bad, they question Him and say that it was unfair, or should not have happened.  
He therefore has to take them to the Olam HaEmes, the World of Truth of the next world, to 
show them why what He did was not only just, but good and necessary. 

I, on the other hand, am content with whatever HaShem does to me, because I know that 
all He does is for good.  Since He has nothing to prove to me, He has no need to bring me 
to the next world just yet.” 
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This week’s issue is dedicated 
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May HaShem strengthen his 

family at this difficult time. 

What are you 
worried about? 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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