
 

 

כי יהיה לאיש בן סורר ומורה איננו שומע 
בקול אביו ובקול אמו ויסרו אתו ולא ישמע 

)כא:יח( אליהם  
If a man will have a wayward and rebellious 
son, who does not hearken to the voice of his 
father and the voice of his mother, and they 
discipline him, but he does not hearken to 
them (21:18) 
Rashi (quoting the Gemara in Masechta 
Sanhedrin 71) explains the reasoning behind 
the severe punishment which the Torah 
prescribes for the ben sorer u’moreh: "The 
Torah reaches his final mind-set; in the end 
he will commit armed robbery in order to 
sustain his habits (and the most severe 
crimes along the way). Let him die (fairly) 
innocent, but don't cause him to die with 
guilt." The ben sorer u’moreh is to be killed 
because of future events! Here we see that 
one may be judged on the basis of future 
ramifications! 
We find the same concept in Shemos. Moshe 
had asked HaShem why the innocent babies 
that were used as bricks had to die. Hashem 
answered, "In the future they will make 
trouble, and therefore I am allowing them to 
die now so as to not punish them later.” 
However, the Gemara in Masechta Rosh 
Hashanah states that 
the malachim protested the sparing of 
Yishmael. His children would later mistreat 
Klal Yisroel, forcing them to die of thirst. 
How could HaShem save Yishmael from 
thirst, knowing what his descendants would 
do? HaShem replied that a person is only 
judged b’asher hu sham-at the state which he 
is at the present time. He cannot be judged 
based on what the future will bring. 
The meforshim give many answers to this 
contradiction. The Maharsha answers that 
Yishmael was not being judged by 

the malachim for what he would later do, 
rather for what his children would later do. 
No one should be punished because of his 
later descendants. However, the ben sorer 
u’moreh is being judged because of his own 
actions. This would explain the babies as 
well. 
I heard in the name of Rav Yitzchak Ezrachi 
shlita that there is a very important 
distinction between Yishmael and the ben 
sorer u’moreh. Yishmael had a chance to 
change, and eventually he did do teshuva. He 
had the opportunity to listen to, and learn 
from, Avraham and Hagar and those around 
him about the right way to live his life. His 
name was Yishamael, the one who hears 
Hashem. Not so the ben sorer umoreh. The 
Torah stresses that he refused to listen to 
those around him; he had no ears. 
Finally, I saw an answer from the sefer 
Mikdash Mordechai. The ben sorer 
u’moreh stems from bad roots. He is the 
rebellious son of a woman who was taken 
from among enemy captives during a war. 
Yes it was permissible, but only in response 
to the yetzer hara. Once the root stems from 
unfit causes, there is less hope afterwards. 
Yishmael, on the other hand, stems from 
Avraham and Hagar; kedusha vetahara. 
Therefore, Yishmael is judged b’asher hu 
sham, because if the roots are pure, there is 
always a chance for restoration.   (Note: 
These two answers would not resolve the 
babies in Mitzrayim.) 
If we can show HaShem that we are careful 
to do things the right way, with pure 
intentions, and that we are indeed willing to 
listen and to open up our eyes and ears like 
Yishmael did, HaShem will surely respond 
that such pure and special kinder, the 
children of Avrohom Avinu, deserve to be 
looked at b’asher hu sham, and He will judge 
us accordingly. 
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