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R’ Noach Weinberg z”l, who devoted his life to teaching people how to return to HaShem and 
how to teach others to do the same, was once approached by a fellow who told him, “I don’t 
need your Yeshiva.  I already have a great relationship with G-d.  He loves me the way I am and 
does miracles for me.”  Impressed, R’ Noach asked for details. 

“I ride a motorcycle,” the fellow explained.  “Once, I was riding down a narrow road and a truck 
came around the corner out of nowhere.  I swerved and went over a cliff.  As I began to fall, I 
called out to G-d to save me.  Suddenly, my bike caught between two rocks and I was thrown 
into a soft hedge.  I lived to tell the tale.  You see?  G-d does miracles for me. I don’t need to 
learn your Torah.” 

R’ Noach smiled, then asked the young man:  “And Who do you think sent the truck?  Do you 
want HaShem to send you another reminder of how much He loves you?” 

Parshas R’eh finds the outlawing of ‘bamos,’ private altars.  Yes, back in the day, everyone had an 

altar out back, perhaps next to the kiddie pool and the barbecue, and on them they offered 

sacrifices to G-d as the mood struck them. 

No longer.  Moshe told the Jews that upon arriving in the land of Israel they would no longer do, 

“each man as is fit in his eyes.”  The reason is that thus far they had not come to “menucha,” 

resting place or “nachala,” inheritance. 

The Gemara in Zevachim has different opinions of whether 

Menucha refers to the Mishkan that was built in Shilo or to 

Jerusalem but either way it refers to a dwelling place of HaShem. 

Judaism doesn’t often require us to determine whether something 

is right or wrong.  Just as kosher animals are delineated or 

categorized, so are kosher actions outlined.  We have precedents, 

laws, and scholars to guide us. 

Is that a bad thing?  Not at all!  Menucha, the ability to rest, 

comes from the fact that we don’t need to second-guess our decisions if they were made according 

to Torah.  If they were, we can rest peacefully knowing that we have followed the Torah. 

One who wishes to decide for himself what is pleasing in his own eyes, trying to “imagine” what is 

good and proper is moving backwards, and will likely end up regretting that path.  The path to 

 

 



peace-of-mind is the one laid out by the Torah which takes the burden of decision-making off our 

shoulders. 

Aser Ta’aser, the commandment to tithe (give 10% of our produce to the Levite or nowadays to 

give 10% of our income to charity) appears in this week’s Torah portion. 

The Talmud famously relates the explanation given by the son of R’ Yochanan: Aser bishvil 

she’tis’asher, tithe so that you shall become rich (a play on the words.) 

Is this really something we should aspire to, to give charity for ulterior motives so that we 

become wealthy ourselves? Shouldn’t this be something we do out of altruism and generosity? 

Out of caring for others, not ourselves? 

If we understand the nature of wealth it makes perfect sense. 

Essentially, everything belongs to G-d. He gives some people 

more and some people less, but expects them to learn to share. 

When someone gives money to the poor, he shows that he 

understands that he is just the fund manager for G-d, distributing 

His wealth to His children. 

Such a person who gives without wanting something in return, 

who is grateful for the opportunity to help others, is doing what 

HaShem wants, and carrying out his mission faithfully. Such a 

person is given more responsibility in the form of more money. 

When that happens, he is able to help even MORE people. Thus, 

the purpose of tithing to become wealthy is not for the purpose 

of becoming wealthy, but for the opportunity to tithe more! 

This, then, is a praiseworthy goal, and the boy’s interpretation lets us know that if we fulfill 

HaShem’s will with what He gives us, He will give us more so we can fulfill His will even 

more. He will enable us to help more people - and that is true wealth. 

You may not (lo tuchal) eat in your cities the tithes of your grain 

and your wine and your oil. (Deut. 12:17) 

The literal translation of the words “lo tuchal” is that one is not 

physically able. In actuality, a person can physically eat the maaser 

tithe anywhere. Hashem commands us, however, that the only place we may 

eat it is in Jerusalem.  

Harav Elya Meir Bloch says that the verse comes to tell us the attitude a 

person must have when following Hashem’s commandments. 

If Hashem tells us we can’t eat this maaser, then it’s as if we are unable 

physically to do so. The example given is if someone dares another person 

to jump off a very high cliff. Any sane person will say they can’t do it!  

Of course, technically there is nothing physically stopping that person 

from being able to jump. It’s only because the person knows that jumping 

would mean instant death. Therefore, the person says he/she is not able to 

jump. Says Rabbi Bloch, a person must train himself/herself to have the 

same attitude towards Hashem’s commandments to us.  

– Shimmy Atlas, Guest Poster 

 
Check out the parsha for Kosher lists! 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


