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  ‘And he shall lack no fortune’ – ושלל לא יחסר''  
My wife accompanied by her baby daughter went to spend Shabbos 
by her parents in Meron in order to gather her strength and take a 
little break from her daily routine. She made her way to Meron and 
returned home by bus which leaves weekly on Friday and returns 
from Meron after Shabbos. 
When she was near the city I went to meet her at the bus stop to 
help her with the bags. She informed me that there was no room in 
the compartment under the bus so she took the carriage with her 
onto the bus and because of overcrowding she had not yet paid the 
driver for the trip. Because of this she asked me to get on the bus 
through the front door and I would pay the driver for the trip. 
The bus arrived and as we had agreed I went up to pay the driver, 
before the driver could give me the change I greeted a good friend 
whom I had not met in quite some time and when I received the 
change I got off the bus to open the carriage and arrange the 
suitcases, when suddenly we realized that we were missing a small 
bag that we forgot in the compartment and alas, the bus had 
already left the station… the suitcase contained jewelry and other 
important and valuable items. I was so stunned that I was frozen in 
place and I could not think of a way to retrieve the suitcase, as this 
was a bus company that was not well known and only sent a bus 
once a week and to get the lost bag back from the bus company 
office in the north was not a simple thing at all. As I stood there my 
wife pulled herself together and asked me who was the friend that I 
was speaking to while I paid the driver? Somehow, I was able to get 
his number from some common friends and in a race against time I 
tried to locate him until at the last minute he answered me. I 
urgently explained to him that I forgot a suitcase in the baggage 
compartment and he calmly responded: “I just took out my suitcase 
and right by it was a lone small suitcase and no one was claiming it 
and I know this because I am the last passenger.” 
The description matched the forgotten suitcase… and Baruch 
Hashem within twenty minutes the suitcase was back in our 
possession. 
Had she paid at the beginning of the trip, I would not have seen the 
friend and I would have had to go to a lot of trouble to get back the 
lost suitcase. 
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And be deceitful toward his fellow – וכחש בעמיתו 
The story is told about a wagon driver who would transport 
people and every trip he would stop alongside an orchard, look 
right and left, make sure no one is looking, and ‘gather’ fruit from 
the orchard and then continue on his way. Once, on one of his 
trips he was transporting one of the Tzaddikim and when he 
reached the orchard he stopped the wagon and requested of the 
Tzaddik, ‘Let me know if someone is watching me’, the Tzaddik 
nodded his head and the wagon driver took a sack in his hand and 
went on his way. The wagon driver did not even have a chance to 
put anything in the sack when he heard shouting ‘They are 
watching, they are watching!!’ In a frenzy the wagon driver ran to 
his wagon, spurred the horses, and quickly drove away from 
there. 
They came alongside another orchard and again the wagon driver 
stopped his horses and went on his way but not before 
requesting of the Tzaddik sitting in the wagon to warn him if 
someone is approaching. The wagon driver did not get far from 
the wagon when he heard the Tzaddik shout out from the wagon 
‘They are watching, they are watching!!’ He again jumped into his 
wagon, spurred on the horses, and hurried away as quickly as 
possible. The same thing happened several more times until the 
wagon driver stopped, looked right and left and angrily asked the 
Tzaddik who was sitting in the wagon, ‘Why do you shout out 
“They are watching, they are watching” when I don’t see anybody 
here?’ The Tzaddik answered him, ‘They are definitely watching! 
Doesn’t HaKadosh Baruch Hu see you at every moment and 
knows what you are doing, and you are not afraid of Him?!’ 
Rashi brings down the words of Rebbe Akiva on the posuk of 
נפש כי תחטא ומעלה מעל בה' וכחש בעמיתו'' (5:21)  – ‘If a person 
will sin and commit a trespass against Hashem and be deceitful 
toward his fellow’ that the words 'וכחש בעמיתו' actually mean ‘be 
deceitful to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. When a person is deceitful he 
thinks that this is toward his fellow, but really, he is being 
deceitful toward HaKadosh Baruch Hu, since HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
sees and knows the truth, and when a person commits a sin 
privately, he denies HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His supervision. 
This is why there is a distinction between a ganov and a gazlan  
()גנב וגזלן  [two types of thieves], that the gazlan  only has to 

repay the principle but the ganov who comes in stealth repays 
double or even a four- or fivefold payment, for someone who 
comes openly and commits a sin is not like a ganov who comes 
stealthily showing that he has no fear of heaven at all and he is 
more afraid of people than he is of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. This is 
much worse than one who sins publicly. It is regarding this that 
the Navi asks/cries out (Yirmiyah 23:24)  אם יסתר איש במסתרים'

 Can a man hide in concealments and‘ – ואני לא אראנו נאום ה'?'
that I not see him? – the word of Hashem’ 
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 לרצונו לפני ה'

In accordance with his will, before Hashem 
 

 
נו אל פתח אהל מועד אם עלה קרבנו מן הבקר זכר תמים יקריב

  )א:ג(ה': ונו לפני יקריב אתו לרצ
If one’s offering is an olah-offering from the cattle, he shall bring 
a perfect male, he shall bring it to the entrance of the Ohel 
Moed, in accordance with his will, before Hashem. (1:3) 
Rashi explains: He shall bring it – This teaches us that they force 
him. One might think that they force him even against his will, 
therefore, the Torah states “in accordance with his will”. They 
force him until he says, “I am willing.” 
These words of Rashi are explained by the Rambam (Geirushin 
2:20): Therefore, if one does not want to divorce his wife, since he 
wants to be included as part of Israel, he wants to fulfill the 
mitzvos and be distanced from sins and it is his Inclination that 
attacks him and since he is beaten until his Inclination is silenced 
and he says ‘I am willing’, he will willingly divorce her. What we 
have is that basically the good nature of a Jew is that he wants to 
sincerely fulfill the will of his Creator in a complete fashion, 
however, the Inclination which is in the category of a foreign 
implant in the Jewish person, confuses and disrupts his mind until 
it seems to the person that sometimes he desires to veer from the 
correct path. However, the truth of the matter is that he really 
does not want this, and the proof of this is that if chas v’shalom 
the person is actually enticed by his Inclination and he does 
something against the will of the Creator, then almost 
immediately he is overcome with remorse for after he has acted 
and done what he has done the Inclination no longer agitates 
within him since it has already accomplished what it set out to do, 
and then the person is aroused by inner feelings of regret and he 
does not understand how he is able to rebel against the Maker of 
all deeds. He does not believe that this mishap occurred because 
of him. All this proves that the truth of the matter is that his 
entire rebellion against the will of his Creator was only a strange 
will that invaded his mind but from the aspect of the purity of his 
heart he has no desire for this at all. Since this strange desire is 
not the nature of the person, therefore, Bais Din [the Jewish 
Court] has the power to coerce him until he says ‘I want it’, even 
though it is not possible to force a person to change his will, in 
this instance it is different because the way he is acting is not his 
true will and desire and the actuality of this beating regarding 
divorce is for the strange desire that took up residence in his 
heart. 
This matter is a great encouragement for the person, when he 
sees that his Inclination is overpowering him and wants him to do 
things that are not in line with the will of his Creator, then he 
must know that the truth of the matter is that this is not the will 
of his true self, and since this is so, he is able to beat himself and 
evict the strange desire that is pulsing within him. Then he must 
also know that if he attempts to beat himself he will ultimately 
prove that this was not his simple desire, and he will be content 
with his lot and he will not give himself to the spoils of the 
Inclination and its minions rachmana litzlan.  
This matter is expounded from this posuk discussing the 
karbanos. It is stated in the Gemara (Berachos 26b) Rebbe 
Yehoshua ben Levi said: The prayers were instituted 
corresponding to the daily tamid offerings. Since this is so, we 
must compare the pertinent aspects of prayer to the pertinent 
aspects of the karbanos. Therefore, just as the most appropriate  

 
 

way to offer a karban is with pure desire for the Name of Yisbarach, 
so too, regarding prayer we must remove all distractions that disturb 
and confound us and only pray with pureness of heart. These   
distractions cause a person to have a strange desire which makes the 
Tefillah into a heavy burden resulting in the person hurrying through 
prayer and pronounce the words without thought and heartfelt 
feelings. A Tefillah like this is like a body without a soul and as our 
Chachamim z”l have stated (Berachos 28b) One who makes his 
Tefilla fixed [prays by rote], his prayer is not a genuine supplication. 
If a person wants his prayer to rise up properly to a place of fire and 
pleasant aromas then he must force himself to arouse his inner will 
and faith that is naturally embedded within him with the power of 
prayer, and then he will merit that his prayer will be graciously 
accepted before the Master of all. 
One of the things that causes laziness and the slackening in the 
service of Tefillah is the very thing that the person sees that he 
increases supplications and even so his prayers do not bear fruit. But 
the truth of the matter is that there is no Tefillah that does not bear 
fruit, however, we do not always see results immediately. However, 
without a doubt every Tefillah makes an impression in Heaven, but, 
everything has a certain amount of Tefillos that are set by Heaven 
and one must continue to pray to bring about fruition. Sometimes it 
is necessary to increase with many prayers to see results for his 
request but the believer must believe that without a doubt his 
Tefillah is making an impression in Heaven, and through the power 
of his prayers his salvation will come about quickly. 
However, all this is on the condition that one believes in the power 
of prayer, and he should not let his mind wander to the view of his 
Inclination which entices him by stating that he is falsely serving 
Hashem with the service of prayer rachmana litzlan, and this is what 
Dovid HaMelech a”h stated (Tehillim 17:1)  הקשיבה רנתי האזינה

בלא שפתי מרמהתפילתי    - ‘Attend to my entreaty, give ear to my 
prayer, which is not from deceitful lips’, with this statement Dovid is 
requesting that his prayers should be accepted only for the reason 
that they were stated out of pure faith in the power of prayer, this is 
‘which is not from deceitful lips’, that my prayers are not stated 
through deceit, rather, my mouth and my heart are aligned and I 
believe in the great power of prayer and therefore, I am suited to 
have my prayers answered. 
We can also explain the intent of Dovid with this statement that 
since he believed with true faith in the power of prayer, therefore, 
he did not hold back from having the proper intention with what he 
spoke, and his prayer was stated with heartfelt sentiment and in this 
way he supplicated before HaKadosh Baruch Hu and he said ‘attend 
to my entreaty, give ear to my prayer’ and all this in the merit of 
‘which is not from deceitful lips’ only from true belief in the power of 
prayer and I am concentrating on every word coming out of my 
mouth, and there is no deceitful utterance due to speech without 
intent. 
The main thing is for a person to increase supplications and they 
must be in the category of things that emerge from the heart, 
whether through his belief in the power of prayer or whether his 
concentration on what comes out of his mouth, these are both valid 
reasons that help a person fulfill his requests for goodness and he 
will merit that his prayers will bear fruit in this world and the 
principle will endure for the World to Come.      
 


