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ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא לאמר, “ 3:21

עיניך הראת את כל אשר עשה ד' אלקיכם 

לשני המלכים האלה כן יעשה ד' לכל 

 ”הממלכות אשר אתה עבר שמה

“I commanded Yehoshua at the time saying: Your 

eyes have seen everything that Hashem, your G-d, 

has done to these two kings – so will Hashem do to 

all of the kings where you cross over.”  The Torah is 

discussing the inheritance of Reuven, Gad, and half of 

Shevet Menashe.  Why does the Torah mention here 

about Yehoshua seeing what Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did to the kings? The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered 

in the closing paragraph.   

 – ”ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא לאמר“ 3:21 - חזקוני

What command is the Posuk referring to? This is the 

command that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Moshe to 

command Yehoshua, as it says in Bamidbar 27:23 

“ ויצוהו, ויסמוך את ידיו עליו .” (Rashi over there says 

that the command was for Yehoshua to know that 

the people can be troublesome and stubborn and 

that he must accept their shortcomings).   

ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא “ 3:21  - חומת אנך 

 – ”I commanded Yehoshua at that time“ – ”לאמר

what did Hashem command Yehoshua?  This was a 

command that Yehoshua should never fear the 

enemy, and that he must constantly tell Klal Yisroel 

that they must not fear the enemy.  Perhaps we can 

also explain that this was alluding to what would 

happen in the future, that just as Yehoshua saw that 

the sun stood still for Moshe Rabbeinu, the sun 

would also stand still for Yehoshua.   

ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא “ 3:21 - אור החיים 

 The command that was given to Yehoshua is – ”לאמר

not the one mentioned in this Posuk, for this Posuk 

just says that Yehoshua saw all that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did to the kings.  Rather, it means that Yehoshua 

was to be commanded that he should not fear the 

other nations of the world.  Why is this brought down 

here, in the middle of discussing Shevet Gad, Reuven, 

and half of Menashe, and not when discussing the 

war with Sichon and Og?  Perhaps it would Chas 

V’sholom appear that Hakodosh Boruch Hu needed 

assistance in conquering the Land, for it was 

demanded of Shevet Gad, Reuven, and half of 

Menashe, to join Klal Yisroel in the battle.  This was 

not so.  Yehoshua was to know, and was to tell Klal 

Yisroel, that they need not fear the enemies, for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can defeat them all.  The reason 

for Shevet Gad, Reuven, and half of Menashe to join 

Klal Yisroel was for the Zechus that Klal Yisroel as a 

whole, B’achdus, would go out to war.  That would 

help give them the Zechuyos for Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

to make them win the war.  Make no mistake, their 

might was not needed; it was their Zechuyos and 

being part of Klal Yisroel that was requested.   

ואת יהושע צויתי “ 3:21 - שפתי כהן על התורה 

 Yehoshua was to strengthen his – ”בעת ההוא לאמר

heart and the hearts of Klal Yisroel.  Just as Klal 

Yisroel had no chance within the realm of nature to 

defeat those kings, yet they did, so too Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would do for Klal Yisroel in the future.  It 

says in Medrash Tehillim 136 that Sichon and Og 

were more powerful than Paroah and his great army, 

and just as Klal Yisroel sang Shira to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu after being saved from Paroah, all the more so 

they should have sang Shira here.  It was not until 

Dovid Hamelech that Shira was sung for the great 

miracle that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed on their 

behalf – Tehillim 136:17 “ למכה מלכים גדולים כי לעולם

חסדו ויהרוג מלכים אדירים כי לעולם חסדו לסיחון מלך 

.האמורי כי לעולם חסדו ולעוג מלך הבשן כי לעולם חסדו .”  

Klal Yisroel did not sing Shira at that time for it was 

the fortieth year they were in the Midbar, and the 

time that Moshe was leaving this world.  It was 

therefore too difficult for them to sing Shira.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim – שיר מעון 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

“Tziyon shall be redeemed with justice, and her 

returnees with righteousness.”  Chulin 5a – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepts Korbonos from the sinners of Klal 

Yisroel, so that they should return to Him with 

Teshuva. The Rishonim explain that by Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepting the Korbonos, it brings them to 

do Teshuva. Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not take a 

bribe to change the Mishpat.  That which Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does accept the bribe of Tzedakah, is only 
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to give the person time to do Teshuva – it holds the 

judgment in abatement.  If Tzedakah places a hold on 

the judgment, what happens to the punishment that 

is supposed to come upon the person?  When a 

person gives Tzedakah, thoughts of Teshuva are 

placed within the person from Shomayim, which will 

hopefully cause the person to do Teshuva so that he 

will receive atonement for all of his sins.  

Furthermore, one who does Teshuva with love for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, has his sins turned into 

Zechuyos for him. That which it says that  צדקה תציל

 Tzedakah saves from death, that is because it – ממות

helps the person do Teshuva from love.  “ ושביה

 Through the Zechus of Tzedakah, it will – ”בצדקה

absolve one from punishment because he will do 

Teshuva from love.  

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim - אך פרי תבואה 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

Bereishis Rabbah 1:4 – The main reason for the 

creation of the world is in order that Klal Yisroel 

receive goodness from the Source of Blessing.  The 

other nations of the world only receive goodness 

from an outcome of that which Klal Yisroel receives.  

However, due to the sins of Klal Yisroel, the honor 

and the wealth is transferred to the other nations of 

the world as long as they have a Zechus with which to 

receive it, such as Eisav, who gave great honor to his 

father.  “ציון” referring to Shefa, “במשפט תפדה” – will 

be redeemed through Mishpat – when it is 

warranted, yet, “ושביה בצדקה” – it will return as a 

 ,צדקה Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give Klal Yisroel ,צדקה

with great Chesed, He will still send them Brocha.  

פאל הירששמשון ר' ר   – Tehillim 17:15 “ אני

אשבעה בהקיץ תמונתך, בצדק אחזה פניך ” – “And I, in 

righteousness I shall behold Your face, I will be sated 

upon awakening by Your image.”  Dovid Hamelech 

says, “As for me, I know of another kind of bliss.  On 

earth I will find this joy in my ability to perceive 

Hashem’s presence, and to understand His workings.  

 On that day when I shall awaken to the life – ”בהקיץ“

of the world to come in a crystal clear manner. The 

happiness I seek will be to share in the true 

recognition of Hashem and His presence.  I can never 

attain this final, great bliss, while I am still tied by the 

bonds of physical existence.”    

טוב ליתן “ Yoreh Dei’ah 249:14 – שלחן ערוך 

( ו"ז ט"תהילים י)פרוטה לעני קודם כל תפילה שנאמר 

 It is good to give a Perutah to“ -”אני בצדק אחזה פניך

Tzedakah before each Tefilah, as it says in the Posuk: 

And I, in righteousness I shall behold Your face.”  

(Birkei Yosef 247:1 – The Arizal would give money to 

the Gabbai Tzedakah every day by Tefilas Shachris 

and Mincha, but not by Tefilas Arvis).  

ש על התורה"רא   – Bereishis 15:6 “ ', והאמן בד

 And he (Avrohom Avinu) trusted“ – ”ויחשבה לו צדקה

in Hashem, and He considered it like Tzedakah.”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered Tzedakah for 

Avrohom because of his Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  We see from this that when the Posuk says, “ אני

 ,and other Pesukim similar to this – ”בצדק אחזה פניך

it does not only refer to Tzedakah with one’s Guf, by 

giving money to charity, but it also includes one who 

has complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

When one has complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers it like Tzedakah. 

אני בצדק אחזה “ Tehillim 17:15 - חיים והשלום 

אשבעה בהקיץ תמונתך, פניך ” – There is a Remez in 

this Posuk that one should always visualize the Shem 

Havayah in front of him, and that helps with one’s 

Yiras Shomayim.  “אני בצדק אחזה פניך” – How can 

one be without sin, and be righteous, “ אשבעה בהקיץ

 by seeing the form of the Shem Havayah in – ”תמונתך

front of oneself at all times.  

י מבעלזא"מהר  ואת יהושע צויתי בעת “ 3:21 - 

  ?What was Yehoshua commanded – ”ההוא לאמר

There are many Mitzvos which the Ikar part of the 

Mitzvah is Emunah, and all Mitzvos are hinged upon 

Emunah.  Moshe was telling Yehoshua how to have 

Emunah.  One must look back at all the good that he 

had, and recognize that it certainly came from 

Hashem.  Being that one sees that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu helped him out in the past, it is easier to believe 

that He will also help in the future. “ עיניך הראת את כל

אלקיכם לשני המלכים האלה' אשר עשה ד ” – Just as 

Yehoshua saw what Hakodosh Boruch Hu did 

previously, “ לכל הממלכות אשר אתה עבר ' כן יעשה ד

 so too he must have complete Emunah that – ”שמה
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Hakodosh Boruch Hu will once again perform a 

miracle, and have them win their battles.  Yehoshua 

was to strengthen himself and the entire Klal Yisroel 

in their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Divrei 

Hayomim 2:20:20 “ האמינו , אלקיכם ותאמנו' האמינו בד

 ,Have faith in Hashem, your G-d“ – ”בנביאיו והצליחו

and show yourselves loyal; have faith in His prophets 

and be successful.”  “ אלקיכם' האמינו בד ” – If one has 

the desire to have Emunah in Hashem, “ותאמנו” – 

then with the help of Hashem, he will have Emunah – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will infuse him with Emunah.  

The choice is in a person’s hands regarding the 

Mitzvah of Emunah, just like other Mitzvos which 

need actions.  If one wants to do it, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu makes it happen.  “האמינו בנביאיו” – First one 

needs to have Emunah, then he will be successful.  

He will not need to wait to see if his requests of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu come to fruition in order to 

have Emunah, rather he will be able to have Emunah 

before that.  Then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will help him 

in all matters of his life, both Ruchniyos and 

Gashmiyos, so that he can serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with great love.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Devorim - אדרת אליהו 

Yeshaya 1:27 “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ” – 

From this Posuk it appears that the Ikar Mitzvah, 

which will bring about the Geulah is the Mitzvah of 

Tzedakah.  However, the Gemara in Makkos 24a 

quotes a Posuk in Chavakuk 2:4 “וצדיק באמונתו יחיה” 

– “The righteous person shall live through his Emunah 

– faith” and tells us that the main thing which will 

bring the Geulah is Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

What is the main Mitzvah which will bring the Geulah 

– Tzedakah or Emunah?  In truth, Tzedakah and 

Emunah are one.  The Ohel Yaakov in Parshas Naso 

explains why is it that Hakodosh Boruch Hu allows 

one to test Him with the Mitzvah of Ma’aser, 

Tzedakah?  (Chazal tell us that if one gives Tzedakah, 

he will not lose anything from it.  One is even allowed 

to test Hakodosh Boruch Hu to see if it will happen.  

This is something unique to this Mitzvah, that which 

is not allowed to be done by any other Mitzvah).  

Moshol – There was a merchant selling material to a 

purchaser.  The merchant told the purchaser that 

each of the twenty rolls of fabric that he was seeking 

to purchase was 60 Amos in length.  The purchaser 

did not necessarily believe the merchant and wanted 

to make sure for himself. However, to unroll all 

twenty rolls of material would be quite arduous and 

take up much of his time.  Therefore, the purchaser 

looked for the roll of material that looked to him to 

be the thinnest.  He measured that roll.  When he 

saw that the roll was 60 Amos in length, he felt 

comfortable that in fact all of them were 60 Amos – 

and purchased all of them.  So too, with Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, Kevayachol, He went to Klal Yisroel with 

much valuable merchandise – 613 pieces of 

merchandise.  He told Klal Yisroel that each one is of 

superior quality, and comes with much Brocha.  A 

being of flesh and blood that man is, he questions 

this, and wants to confirm that it is in fact true.  It 

would be too arduous to test all 613, - the entire 

Torah, and therefore he needs to test only one, as a 

proof to the entire Torah being accurate as stated.  

Which is the one that is most appropriate to be the 

test to prove all of them?  To the appearance of 

people, one who gives away money to Tzedakah, will 

end up with less money.  Therefore, the Mitzvah of 

Tzedakah is the perfect test.  If one performs the test 

with Tzedakah, he gives Tzedakah and sees that not 

only does he not end up with less, but he is blessed 

and ends up with more, that is a good test for all of 

the Mitzvos of the Torah. With this he will know that 

all of the Mitzvos are true as stated – that all of the 

Mitzvos bring Brocha. With this Moshol from the 

Ohel Yaakov we can understand the meaning of this 

Posuk in Yeshaya and why one is allowed to test 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.  

If one wants to be Mekayeim the Mitzvos of the 

Torah without “testing” Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he 

needs to have Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Yet 

with the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, one needs to have an 

even greater level of Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

– that somehow by giving away money, the person 

will end up with more.  This goes against ones logic 

and understanding, for by nature giving away money 
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leaves one with less.  One who has Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and gives Tzedakah with 

Bitachon that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will make him 

have more, and not less, there is no greater Emunah 

than that.  That is the Ikar Emunah that the Posuk is 

referring to, “וצדיק באמונתו יחיה” – one who gives 

Tzedakah with this Emunah, is the highest form of 

Tzedakah.   This is what the Navi is telling us here in 

Yeshaya, “ושביה בצדקה” – The Emunah which comes 

from the Mitzvah of Tzedakah is the Emunah which is 

going to bring the Geulah for Klal Yisroel.   

מהו ישועות אלו “ – Parshas Toldos 139a – זוהר 

 What is going to bring the – ”המצפים ישועות בכל יום

Geulah Shlaima?  It is the desire and yearning for the 

Geulah.  It is doing Teshuva and believing that the 

Geulah will come; that is the Zechus in which we will 

be Zoche to the Geulah.   

וקראתי שם הספר “ – Hakdamah – נחמת ציון 

ברך אשר בו תתנחם אימא נחמת ציון כי אקוה לקל ית

 And I called the name of the Sefer, Nechemas“ – ”ציון

Tziyon, for I hope to Hashem Yisborach, for He has 

the Nechama.” How great is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

Chesed with Klal Yisroel, like a father to a son!  Even 

in the time of His anger, He remembers Rachamim 

for Klal Yisroel.  As it says in Chavakuk 3:2 “  –ברוגז 

  ”.In anger – remember to be merciful“ – ”רחם תזכור

This means that within the words of anger – curses 

and rebuke, in there is hidden goodness and Brocha 

for Klal Yisroel.  The words can be read for good or 

for bad.  As the Zohar Chodosh – Parshas Ki Saitzai 

59:4 says that all of the Havtachos and Nechomos of 

Klal Yisroel are within the curses.  Yalkut Shimoni, 

Tehillim 150:890 – If you will be Zoche, the curses will 

be turned into Brochos.  Although based upon the 

simple and revealed reading of the Pesukim, they are 

Klolos, nonetheless, hidden within is all good and 

Brochos.  The 24 Seforim of Tanach, are K’neged the 

24 different combinations of the Shem Havayah, and 

they will never be nullified. Although Megilas Eichah 

is a Sefer about destruction, pain and punishment, 

things which will not be relevant when Moshiach 

comes, at that time all the hidden Brochos and 

goodness of the Megilah will be revealed.  The same 

is true with Sefer Yirmiyah and all other places which 

are curses and punishments. We, who are Ma’aminim 

B’nei Ma’aminim, believers the sons of believers, in 

the Geulah Shlaima, know that Moshiach will come 

and everything will turn into Brocha and Simcha.  In 

each and every Posuk there is goodness for Klal 

Yisroel, and may we be Zoche to see it hastily in our 

days.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

command that Yehoshua was given here, and why it 

was given at this point in time.  As it says in the 

Haftorah, Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the Geulah in 

the Zechus of Tzedakah.  In the Zechus of Tzedakah, 

means in the Zechus of a complete Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu - giving Tzedakah and having 

Bitachon that the person will receive more, and not 

less, as the highest level of Emunah.  So too here, 

regarding Yehoshua going out to battle against 

nations that were extremely mighty and who, in the 

natural order of the world would certainly demolish 

Klal Yisroel, he needed to have Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that Klal Yisroel would win.  Yehoshua was 

to impart this message to Klal Yisroel, that Klal Yisroel 

must strive to reach the highest level of Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Klal Yisroel did not need the 

two and half Shevatim to assist them in battle, for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can make anyone win in any 

situation.  Klal Yisroel was to strengthen their 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that just as they 

would win these battles, completely outside of the 

realm of nature, so too they will receive endless 

Brocha for all of the Mitzvos of the Torah.  One can 

be Mekayeim the Mitzvah of “Tzedakah” even on 

Shabbos and Yom Tov – by strengthening one’s 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  During these days 

we need to strengthen ourselves in our Emunah – for 

that is the Zechus that is going to bring back the Bais 

Hamikdash.  May we be Zoche to strengthen 

ourselves in our Emunah, and be Zoche to see the 

rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash במהרה בימינו אמן! 


