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 A young man, Chaim, was looking to get married and was in a middle of a 
date with a young lady his matchmaker set him up with. Chaim was behind the driving 
wheel, navigating the stressful New York City traffic with impressive calmness. At one 
red light on a busy metropolis intersection, the girl suddenly leaned over and turned 
off the car ignition. The light soon turned green, and the cars behind started honking. 
After a few seconds (which felt like eternity), Chaim finally summoned the courage to 
ask the young lady what in the world she was trying to accomplish.  
 “I was testing your patience skills,” she boasted, as she returned the keys 
into his possession. “And, I have good news: you passed – with flying colors, actually!”
 “That’s nice to hear,” Chaim replied, “However, you failed!” 
 Finding one’s life partner is often a messy and frustrating process, and sadly, 
many people undergo terrible experiences in this area. Part of the strain is trying to 
gauge if the potential match genuinely has good traits or is simply a good actor/actress 
(who will reveal their true colors after the glass is broken at the Chuppah). For what it’s 
worth, Rabbi Avigdor Miller, O”BM, always said that everyone should act their best 
while dating and then keep the “act” going for the duration of the marriage!  
 Still, one is often confused regarding what to look for in spouse. Are “looks” 
important? Does family background matter at all? Does prioritizing secure financial 
standing make a person appear shallow? Not to worry -  the Torah gives us the first and 
most important item to look for in the checklist for a spouse.  
 ***        
 In this week’s portion, Chayei Sorah, the narrative finds Avraham Avinu 
sending his trusted servant, Eliezer, to find a future wife for his son, Yitzchak. Eliezer 
is single-minded in the trait he is sure his master wants the future mother of the 
Jewish people to have: a generous and kind spirit. Hashem arranges that his future 
wife, Rivkah, ventures to town well to draw water just when Eliezer enters the scene 
with a caravan of men and camels. A stranger, who is clearly surrounded by able-
bodied servants, asks her, "Please let me sip a little water from your pitcher." 
(Bereishis 24:17).       
 Rav Yitzchak Shkop (in his work, “To Be a Mentch”) relates that it must have 
been quite awkward or even scary for a young girl to face this situation. Here are just 
some thoughts (or strong questions for Eliezer) that might have run through Rivkah’s 
mind before deciding on how to act:     
 1) Did you go out on a journey with all these camels and men without 
pitchers, whether empty or full? 2) If you have pitchers, why don’t you or your men 
fill them on your own, and if not, why can’t you just borrow and do the same?  3) If 
you are so thirsty, what about the other men and camels that you selfishly ask only 
for yourself? 4) Are you asking me for so little water because you’re afraid that I might 
refuse you?        
 Not only do we find no hint of reservation or sign of a poor attitude from 
Rivkah, she gives Eliezer to drink by taking the jug off her shoulder and then drawing 
water for all his camels. She does all this quickly (ibid, verses 18 and 20), assuming 
that he and all his men are worn out from the long journey. To top it all off, she invites 
them to stay at her home with her family for several days!    
 Immediately, Eliezer realizes he met the girl that is meant to be the 
matriarch of the Jewish people. He deduced it from simple logic. The mother of the 
future Jewish nation needs to have the characteristics of the G-d the Jewish nation 
will represent. Since Hashem is called “Rav Chesed,” overwhelmingly kind to all 
whether they are fully deserving to be the recipients or not, the progenitors of the 
Jewish people had to be like Hashem and perform kindness with no strings attached. 
Thousands of years later, history can safely report that the trait of kindness has been 
firmly etched in the Jewish psyche and that the biggest donors to charities have been 
Jews (even those Jews who are unfortunately still disconnected from their heritage). 
 To carry through the legacy of kindness for real – as exemplified by Rivkah 
Imeinu – one has to perform kindness a) people who are not like them, b) people one 
isn’t friends or friendly with, and c) when one doesn’t feel like it, it’s inconvenient, or 
the recipient can/will not pay us back. That’s the premium kindness we should do.  

  

PART 22- PRAYING AND SHIDDUCHIM
 This week’s Parashah contains several important 
messages about praying from Avraham’s servant, Eliezer. 
Eliezer was a trustworthy Eved (slave) who was sent to a 
different country to find a Shidduch for Yitzchak. Avraham’s 
only condition was that the girl selected was not from 
Cana’an (the reason being that the Cana’anites didn’t have 
good Middos; see Drashos HaRan # 5). However, Eliezer 
did something more than that. He prayed to Hashem 
(Bereishis 24:12-14) “to do a Chesed to my master, Avraham; the 
girl whom I will ask to pour me a drink and she will say, ‘drink’ 
and also offer water to the camels.”    
 Interestingly, Eliezer added this prayer on his own 
volition. Rashi (Bereishis 24:42) points out that Eliezer had 
K’fitzas HaDerech (a miraculously short trip) to get to Aram 
Naharaim in one day (Talmud, Sanhedrin 95a). This is the 
first lesson we learn. Despite feeling Divine Providence, 
Eliezer still found it necessary to pray! Just because things 
are going well, a person should never assume that they will 
continue that way, and like Eliezer, one should feel the need 
to pray at all times!    
 The second lesson is as follows. When Eliezer saw 
that not only had the girl met the qualifications of a superb 
act of kindness, but she was also from his master’s family 
(ibid. 24:21-26), he bowed down and thanked Hashem for 
helping him. People thank Hashem during prayer times, 
waiting until the designated Modim (the Shemonei Esrei 
blessing of thanks) or Nodeh Lecha (in Bentching). Yet, we 
see Eliezer didn’t wait for a set moment to thank Hashem. 
Instead, he showed appreciation to the Holy One right away!
 Thirdly, we see that Eliezer did not take any credit 
for the fact that his prayer was answered and that he found a 
Shidduch for Yitzchak. We see this idea strongly in the verse 
(ibid, 24:27) which states that Eliezer blessed Hashem: 
“Hashem answered my master, Avraham, and didn’t forsake 
kindness and truth from him.” Many people, when they pray 
and get answered, get an inflated sense of self-worth. Eliezer, 
on the other hand, gave the credit to Avraham’s greatness. 
 ***    
 As a side point, at the end of the Parashah, it says 
that Yitzchak instituted the prayer of Minchah (Bereishis 
24:63; see Talmud, Berachos  26b). The Klei Yakar point out 
that one can see that Yitzchak was answered immediately as 
he was probably praying for a proper Shidduch (match) since 
when he concluded his prayers his wife was there. Based on 
this event, the Klei Yakar teaches the significance and power 
of the afternoon service, Minchah, as it is the time Yitzchak 
had his request promptly answered.   
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SUGARY SAYING OF THE WEEK 

“Because Sarah didn’t believe when she was 
supposed to believe, she passed away through 
believing when she shouldn’t have believed.”
 - Rabbi Dovid Kaplan, pointing out that Hashem 
acts with strict justice, which is measure-for-measure and 
poetic in character. When the angel of Hashem came to 
Sarah Imeinu to tell her she would bear a child at the ripe 
old age of 90, Sarah was incredulous and could not believe 
the true prophecy.     
  When the Angel of Death showed her Yitzchak 
dead after the Akeidah, she shouldn’t have believed him. 
However, she did, which was the method by which she left 
this world (it wasn’t the cause - it was her time). We should 
learn from Sarah’s case to be super careful in our 
actions/reactions, so that nothing comes back to haunt us. 



 

 

 Three friends once died and went to the Next World. As they sat in “orientation” the 
attending angel asked each, "When you are in your casket and your loved one are mourning over 
you, what would you like to hear them say about you?     
  The first guy said, "I would like to hear them say that I was a great doctor and a great 
family man." The second guy answered, "I would like to hear them say that I was a wonderful 
husband and school teacher who made a huge difference in the children of tomorrow." Finally, the 
last guy replied, "I would like to hear them say... look, he’s MOVING!"    
 Accurate eulogizers are hard to come by these days. Sometimes, a person attends a funeral 
and is left wondering if they are attending the right service. This is because the one delivering the 
eulogy wants the departed to be remembered as a righteous person, even if that wasn’t the case. If 
the eulogizer is a hired outsider and is given the information about the deceased, they have a hard 
time capturing the life of the departed and the requisite perspective a eulogizer needs to possess. 
 As such, let’s ask: what is the Torah approach to how one is meant to eulogize a loved one?
 ***         
 In this week's Torah portion, when Avraham Avinu heard that his wife, Sarah Imeinu, 
had passed away, the verse (Bereishis 23:2) informs us that he came “to eulogize Sarah and cry 
for her.” The order and the here is significant. First and foremost, Sarah's life was dedicated to 
the community, so Abraham ensured that she was properly honored with a community-wide 
eulogy. Furthermore, when the Nodeh B’Yehudah, O”BM, eulogized his wife, Leeba, he compared 
her to Sarah. He notes that Abraham cried “for her;” the pronoun “her” is being used instead of 
the proper name. However, he “eulogized Sarah,” her personal name, the name by which she was 
known to him and to all of her acquaintances.      
 The Nodah B’Yehudah posits that Avraham was setting an example for all eulogies to 
follow, for all time and eternity. A eulogy must be specific and speak in detail about the particular 
and unique qualities of the deceased. One should not just eulogize “her,” one must eulogize 
“Sarah.” The eulogy listeners must come away with a better sense of who the deceased was, with 
details about what made the deceased special (heard from Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hirsch Weinrib). 
 ***        
 After the eulogy was complete, Avraham then wept. Rabbi Weinrib explains that the 
second component, expressing feelings of loss, is the emotional part that’s needed after the 
intellectually driven eulogy is delivered. This is known as Shivah.    
 The secular world does not have this concept (even those who believe in the Afterlife). 
What most people do is schedule a funeral for when all relevant relatives fly/drive in. After the 
funeral, the customary progression is to return to normal life as fast as possible. Some folks even 
go to work the next day. On either end of this conduct, there is a feeling of limbo and lack of 
closure. Not to mourn isn’t helpful – it’s an act of suppression that eventually backfires.  
 In Torah living, the main point of the mourning process is to slowly heal the separation 
that was created when the deceased left this world. The mourner needs to bemoan the idea that 
they will no longer have the presence of the departed to benefit and learn from (it is not to cry 
for them and their fate, unless the person in question was an evildoer). The Shivah process does 
not only show proper respect for the life of the departed, it helps the mourner therapeutically 
memorialize them. (Scientific studies over the last few decades support the value of Shivah.) 
 Avraham Avinu taught us the proper conduct when a loved one passes away one would 
be wise to follow. On that note, may we and all our loved ones live full/healthy lives, until 120! 

 years!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT AND SWEET STORY OF THE WEEK 

PORTION INSIGHTS – THE METHODOLOGY OF THE EULOGY AND MOURNING  

 Question: If one promised to pay a 
Shadchan (matchmaker) more than the accepted 
price for finding his child a Shidduch (match), 
are they obligated to pay? Answer: The 
Shulchan Aruch states (Choshen Mishpat 264:7) 
that if one was escaping jail and had to cross a 
river and promised to pay a larger than usual 
sum for the boat ride, he still only must pay the 
going rate. The Rema writes that some say that 
this only applies to services which aren’t usually 
priced high. However, services which are priced 
high - such as medical services - one would have 
to pay whatever he promised (even if it’s more 
than the going rate).  
   Then, the Rema adds that 
regarding to Shadchanus (payment for 
matchmaking) one pays only the going rate 
even if they promised a higher price. The Ketzos 
Hachoshen (ibid, 264:4) writes that if one swore 
or “made a handshake agreement” to give the 
higher price, one must do so. Also, if one 
promised the higher price to an impoverished 
matchmaker, one would have to pay. (This is 
because it would have the Halachah of a 
promise to Tzedakah, which has the status of a 
vow).  Rav Moshe Shternbuch, 
Shlit”a (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 2:618), writes 
about someone who promised a matchmaker 
$20,000 for finding a match for his older 
daughter. After the completion of the Shidduch, 
the father claimed that he was exaggerating and 
was just trying to encourage the matchmaker to 
put a real effort in finding the match and he’s 
only willing to pay the going rate. Rav 
Shternbuch writes that it seems that the ruling 
of the aforementioned Rema applies here, and 
the father is exempt from the higher price.
 However, on second thought, writes 
Rav Shternbuch, it seems that the ruling here is 
different, because we may say that the Rema is 
only talking about a standard Shidduch, to 
which the fixed price applies. Yet, with regards 
to a son or daughter who has some sort of 
blemish or of older age, there is no set custom 
with the pricing. Therefore, the Rema would 
agree that one would have to pay the promised 
rate. (Rav Shternbuch does add that if the price 
is an obvious exaggeration even for a special 
Shidduch, one wouldn’t have to pay that 
enormous amount).  
 For final rulings, consult a Rav. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“HALACHAH QUESTION” OF THE WEEK          

BY RABBI M.D. WEISS 

 Rav Shlomo Levenshtein arrived at his shul in Bnei Brak a few minutes before prayers and 
saw his neighbor looking down pensively. “What’s the matter?” the Rav inquired, wondering if he 
could help. The neighbor replied: “My daughter is currently seriously dating a young man. She has a 
medical condition. Even though the Posek (halachic ruler) told her that she doesn’t need to divulge 
the information, she revealed it anyway. The young man was taken aback and informed her that he 
needed time to think about it. It’s been 24 hours and the young man still hasn’t called back.” 
 Rav Levenshtein told the neighbor, “don’t worry, everything is from Hashem and all will be 
good!” As the man took leave after prayers, Rav Levenshtein asked him to keep him updated.  
 A day later, the man came back overjoyed and reported the following: “The young man had 
serious qualms about continuing. He considering breaking off the match. To feel that he was justified 
in his decision, he went to ask his mother for advice. The mother told him it was no big deal. ‘But this 
condition would mess up one’s daily life,’ the young man objected. The mother looked at her son 
squarely in his eyes and asked: ‘Did you ever notice that I have the same condition? I am telling you 
that it will not interfere with life. If that’s the only thing holding you back, you have nothing to worry 
about!” (Thanks to one of our original - and returning! - contributors, Yisroel Miara, for the story!)
 Comment: Yes, sometimes dating matches must be broken off. However, one cannot 
simply refuse a marriage proposal because it sounds suspicious. Instead, one must put in an effort 
to investigate the root of the issue. The Evil Inclination does his best to keep Shidduchim from being 
consummated because a marriage is another potential link in the strengthening the Jewish nation. 
Therefore, each party must really do their homework before saying no (or saying yes!).  
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