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 פרקי אבות

 הקדמה

There is a Mesechta in Shisha Sidrei Mishna called Avos 

– also known as Pirkei Avos.  The Mesechta has various sayings 

from Tana’im with ethical and moral teachings.  Why is this 

Mesechta called “Avos?”  Aside from being one of the Shisha 

Sidrei Mishna, Meseches Avos is specifically learned during 

certain times of the year, depending on Minhagim.  Why is this 

Mesechta specifically learned on certain Shabbosos of the year?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

וקרא למסכת זו בשם “  - Avos – Hakdamah – תוספות יום טוב 

 This Mesechta is called “Avos” because the Chachomim – ”אבות

are our “fathers.”  As we see that Elisha called his Rebbe, Eliyahu 

– “My father, my father.”  The Chachomim teach us the Torah 

and allow us to earn Olam Habah.  If a person brings a child into 

this world he is considered his father; certainly if one brings 

another into Olam Habah he should be considered his spiritual 

“father.”  This Mesechta contains many lessons that will cause 

one to earn a portion in Olam Habah.  It is therefore most 

appropriate for this Mesechta to be called “Avos” , for it is more 

through this Mesechta, out of all the Mesechtos, that we can 

learn from the Chachomim the tools to earn Olam Habah.   

שנהגו לקרוא מסכתא זו בין “ – Avos – Hakdamah – מדרש שמואל 

 ,The Minhag is to learn Meseches Avos on Shabbos“ – ”פסח לעצרת

during the weeks between Pesach and Shavuos.”  There are 

various reasons for this.  1 - Pesach time is the time of the year 

when it begins to be hot outside, and it awakens one’s desires 

for that of Gashmiyos, and the Yetzer Hara uses these desires to 

overcome the individual and cause him to sin.  This Mesechta is 

filled with guidance and rebuke that should stir one to follow 

after his Yetzer Tov so that his Yetzer Hara can be defeated.  2 – 

On Shavuos the Torah was given.  In order for one to learn 

Torah, he first must have proper Middos.  We learn Pirkei Avos in 

preparation of the giving of the Torah so that we should be able 

to accept the Torah properly, after having the proper Middos.  

First one has to have Yiras Hashem, then he can learn the Torah.  

3 - The days between Pesach and Shavuos are days of judgment, 

as we see that during these days all of Rebbe Akiva’s Talmidim 

died.  One must be worried during days of judgment and do 

Teshuva.  Learning Pirkei Avos should bring one to Teshuva.  4 – 

The way of the world is to draw blood during the summer 

months to be healthy, and protect against disease.  Klal Yisroel 

know that the Guf is nothing more than extension of the 

Neshama.  If the Guf is sick, that means the Neshama is sick.  The 

world works on keeping their bodies healthy while Klal Yisroel 

work on ensuring that their Neshamo’s remain healthy, which 

will cause their bodies to be healthy as well.   The medicine for 

the Neshama is performing Mitzvos and learning Torah.   

 – ”אבות יש בו חמשה פרקים“ – Hakdamah – הון עשיר 

Meseches Avos has five Perakim, which represent the order of 

the Avos until Klal Yisroel was born: Odom, Noach, Avrohom, 

Yitzchok, and Yaakov.  There are those who say that there are 

really six Perakim in Meseches Avos.  The sixth Perek 

corresponds to the other name of Yaakov, Yisroel.   

 – ”טעם סמיכות למסכת עבודה זרה“ – Hakdamah – שושנים לדוד 

Why is Meseches Avos near Meseches Avodah Zarah?  Shabbos 

105b – one who breaks a vessel due to anger, it is like he 

worshipped Avodah Zara.  This is the way of the Yetzer Hara.  

First he tells you to do one thing (that which is not a good thing, 

but not very bad either).  Then he tells you to do another thing.  

All of a sudden one day he tells you to worship Avodah Zarah, 

and you listen.  The lessons of Meseches Avos are placed near 

Meseches Avodah Zara to teach us that we must stay away from 

anger and all other negative Middos.  For if one listens to the 

Yetzer Hara, and does not act properly, he will eventually end up 

falling prey the Yetzer Hara, and will worship Avodah Zara.   

 – ”מסכתא זו נקראת מסכת אבות“ – Hakdamah – מראית העין 

“This Mesechta is called Meseches Avos.”  Why?  The Avos are 

Moshe Rabbeinu, who received the Torah, through, and 

including, the Tana’im.  They are called our fathers.  If we listen 

and accept upon ourselves the words of our “fathers”, it will be a 

protection for us and will help us in everything we do.  אבות is 

the same Gematria as קדוש with the Kolel.   אבות with the Kolel is 

also the same Gematria as שפל.  If one listens to the “fathers” 

and is humble (שפל) it will be easier for him to be Mekayeim the 

Torah, and become a true קדוש.  

 – ”למה נקרא מסכת זו  בשם אבות“ – Hakdamah – עיני כל חי 

“Why is this Mesechta called ‘Avos’?”  The Zohar Hakodosh in 

Parshas Lech Lecha says that the Neshama is called by the name 

 Being that the main purpose of this Mesechta is to teach  .”אב”

us how to take care of our Neshomos properly, it is worthy of 

being called, “אבות”.   

“ – Hakdamah – זכות אבות  נות אלו לומר פרקי אבות הנה מנהג מדי

 The Minhag of the countries is to say Pirkei“ – ”בכל שבתות הקיץ

Avos all of the Shabbosos of the summer.”  We say Pirkei Avos 

before Shavuos in preparation of Kabolas Hatorah.  As it says in 

Avos 3:9 that one must have Yiras Ha’onesh, fear of punishment, 

before wisdom.  Before one receives the Torah he needs to 

attain the level of Yiras Ha’onesh.  Avos is supposed to teach one 

Yiras Ha’onesh so that he can acquire the wisdom of the Torah.  

There are two types of Yirah: Yiras Ha’onesh (יראת העונש), fear 

of punishment, and Yiras Haromomos (יראת הרוממות), fear 

because of the awesomeness of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  While 

Yiras Ha’onesh comes before wisdom, Yiras Haromomos can only 

be achieved after wisdom.  Therefore, after one had achieved 

Yiras Ha’onesh before Shavuos, and then received wisdom on 

Shavuos – he is now prepared to achieve this Madreiga called 

Yiras Haromomos.  Once again this can be achieved by learning 

Pirkei Avos.  The next cycle of Pirkei Avos falls out during the 

three weeks.  We learn Pirkei Avos then so that we should know 

why Klal Yisroel were vanquished from the land of Eretz Yisroel.  

Klal Yisroel did not make a Brocha before learning the Torah, 

meaning that they did not treasure and the hold the Torah dear.  

Learning Pirkei Avos is to bring one to do Teshuva, and follow in 

the ways of Hashem.  Finally, we learn the cycle of Pirkei Avos 

one last time, during the month of Elul.  We learn it then in 
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preparation of the Yomim Nora’im.  We need to hone our 

Middos and become better people in order to be prepared for 

the Yemei Hadin, the Days of Judgment.  A Siman to remember 

when we begin a new cycle of Pirkei Avos is “נפש” – “ , פנחס, נשא

 is a Remez that Pirkei Avos is ”נפש“  .during most years ,”שופטים

a Segulah for a healing of the soul.  

היו נוהגים לומר הפרקים האלו כמו “ – Hakdamah – דרך חיים 

 We have the Minhag to“ – ”במדינתינו מן אחר פסח עד קודם ראש השנה

say Pirkei Avos from after Pesach until before Rosh Hashanah.”  

These are primarily the summer months when the days are long, 

which makes it appropriate to delve into these difficult Sugyos.  

During the winter months when the days are short a person will 

not be able to concentrate properly on learning these integral 

lessons.  There is no question that each and every word of the 

Chachomim are very deep.  One must toil in these Mishnayos to 

come to a true understanding of the timeless lessons that we are 

to learn from them.  One who does so properly, will know the 

true way of how to live his life.   

ם"רמב   Why is Meseches Avos in – ”אבות בסדר נזיקין“ – 

Seder Nezikin?  Seder Nezikin deals with the legal system, the 

laws of damages and monetary liabilities.  It is perfectly logical to 

end Seder Nezikin with Meseches Avos.  In order to have true 

monetary justice, the courts must be permeated with a sense of 

ethics and morality.   

אמר רב יהודה האי מאן דבעי למהוי חסידא לקיים “ 30a – בבא קמא 

רבא אמר מילי דאבות, מילי דנזיקין ” – “Rebbe Yehuda said that in order 

for one to be a pious person he must follow the words of 

Nezikin.  Rava says that he must follow the words of Avos.”  The 

laws of damages in Nezikin, and the ethical laws in Avos belong 

together since we see from the Gemara in Bava Kama that they 

are a prerequisite in order to be a Chasid, a pious individual, one 

of high moral character.  Nezikin teaches one how to protect 

himself and others from physical harm and monetary loss.  Avos 

as well teaches one how to protect himself, but not monetarily, 

rather to teach him purity of character and how to stay away 

from evil.   

 This – ”למה נקראת אבות“ – Hakdamah – לחם שמים 

Mesechta is called Avos for it is the way of the father to give 

Mussar to his son, so that his son follow the proper path.   

“ Hakdamah – עבודת הקודש  , טוב מאוד שירגיל עצמו במסכת אבות

 It is very good that one should make“ – ”ולהבין מה שמוציא מפיו

himself accustomed to Meseches Avos, and to understand the 

words that come out of his mouth.”  This Mesechta is the mother 

of Binah, and the mother of Chochma, for all Mussar.  The words 

come from the heart of the elevated holy ones.  If one takes the 

words to heart, and follows through on them, it will awaken his 

heart to the Mussar, and he will return to Hashem Who will have 

Rachmanus on him.   

 One – ”נאמרו על מסכת אבות“ – Hakdamah – מקוה ישראל 

should learn Meseches Avos, return to it and learn it again, for 

this Mesechta contains all of the Inyanim of Mussar which are 

the foundation for the Torah.  

ץ"סיד יעבח   This“ – ”החיבור הקדוש הזה נעשה ברוח הקודש“ 2:2 – 

holy Sefer (Pirkei Avos) was written with Ruach Hakodesh. ” 

“ – 1 – אבן שלמה  תלויה בתיקון המידות' כל עבודת ד ” – “All of 

Avodas Hashem hinges on one being Mesaken his Middos.”  All 

of one’s sins are rooted in his negative Middos.  The main life 

source of a person is to constantly strive to break his negative 

Middos and strengthen his positive Middos.  

 The Mesechta is – ”אבות“ – Hakdamah – בינה לעיתים 

called Avos for it is addressed primarily to parents, for it is meant 

to be a guide for them.  Every parent must master and 

internalize the principles described in this Mesechta and ingrain 

these principles in their children.   

 The words of the – ”מילי דאבות“ – Hakdamah – עץ החיים 

Chachomim are called “matters of the fathers” (Bava Kamma 

30a).  This Mesechta is called Avos for it is the wisdom of the 

Chachomim.   

)  מגן אבות  ץ"רשב ) – “ מסכת אבות תלמה נקרא ” – This Mesechta 

is called Avos for the Avos are teaching us many lessons, and 

there is no Machlokes in this Mesechta.   

“ – Hakdamah – דרכי חיים  דרכי 'על כן קראתי בשם קונטרוס הלזה 

'חיים ” – Why did I call my Sefer on Pirkei Avos – “ חיים כידר ”?  

Koheles 12:11”דברי חכמים כדרבנות” – “The words of the Chachomim 

are like “דרבנות” prods – a spiked stick used to goad cattle.”  The 

words of the Torah are like prods, for they bring ones heart to 

Yiras Hashem.  Why is the Torah compared to a דרבן?  It is just as 

a דרבן goads the animal to the proper path, so too the Torah 

goads one to the proper path of life.  This Mesechta, Meseches 

Avos, is the way one can follow steer away from the path of 

death, and follow the path of life.  That is why I called my Sefer – 

“ חיים כידר ” – “The path of life.” 

“ Vayikra 16:30 – כלי יקר  תטהרו' לפני ד ” – “Before Hashem 

you shall be cleansed.”  The Zohar says on the Posuk “ מפני שיבה

 – when one gets old – ”שיבה“ before the time of ”מפני“ – ”תקום

 He should wake up from his slumber and return to – ”תקום“

Hashem.  We can say the same concerning this Posuk.  “לפני” – 

“before” the day of Yom Kippur comes one should do Teshuva, 

“ תטהרו' ד ” – then one will be Zoche that Hashem will purify him.  

 Why is there no – ”דרך ארץ קדמה לתורה“ – רבי חיים ויטל 

Mitzvah in the Torah to have Derech Eretz?  Derech Eretz comes 

before the Torah.  Derech Eretz is a prerequisite to learning the 

Torah and heeding the Mitzvos.  

 Perhaps now we can understand why this Mesechta is 

called Avos, and why there are specific Shabbosos during the 

year it should specifically be learned.  The Chachomim, the Avos, 

are giving us guidance how we can connect with our Av, our 

Father, in Heaven.  Pesach is a time that Klal Yisroel left 

Mitzrayim en-route to receive the Torah Hakdosha.  In order to 

be Mekabel the Torah properly one must prepare properly.  One 

must work on his Middos and Avodas Hashem.  After being 

Mekabel one must begin preparing for the Yemei Hadin.  One 

must do Teshuva so that Hakodosh Boruch Hu can purify him.  

Shabbos is the perfect time for one to work on his Middos.  The 

distractions of the week are not allowed to be there, and one 

can focus on his Avodas Hashem.  May we be Zoche to perfect 

our Middos so that we can connect with Hashem.   


