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The Haftorah for Parshat Netzavim 

  
The Haftorah is read from the book of Yishayahu (Isaiah), 61:10-63:9 

 

 
May the priestly blessings bring you closer to Hashem this Rosh Hashanah 

 
 

The connection of the Haftorah to the Parsha: This week is the seventh and final 
week of the “Shiva D ’N echemt a“ , the seven weeks of comfort that begin following 
the fast of Tisha Be’av and run until the Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah. During this 
time, one’s concentration should be on repentance, and improving one’s behavior. 
Therefore, there is no direct connection between the Parsha and the Haftorah. 
 

The storyline of this week’s Haftorah: The prophet Yishayahu (Isaiah) voices the 
feelings of the redeemed people. “Sos asis baHashem” “Israel will greatly rejoice in 
Hashem’s salvation.” The prophet will be silent, but not Hashem. Hashem will not be 
silent until Zion’s cause is vindicated, and her fame and glory are universally 
acknowledged. She and her children will be reunited. Zion will have a new name.  
Jerusalem will be the crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord and Mount Zion won’t 
be referred to as “The abandoned one” any longer. Hashem will rejoice over Bnei 
Yisroel, like a bridegroom rejoicing over his bride. Hashem will appoint angels to be 
the watchmen of the walls of Jerusalem who will not cease praying for its 
restoration.  Hashem has promised that the city will never be plundered by its 
enemies or strangers, but it will enjoy the fruits of its labor in security and peace. 



The nation of Israel will be redeemed and called a Holy People.  The Haftorah 
continues with the final triumph of Hashem over Israel’s enemies, which is the first 
step to the redemption. One of the most impressive and awe inspiring images in all of 
Tanach is presented here: a solitary and majestic figure, in blood-red vesture, is 
seen approaching from the direction of Edom. A question of surprise escapes from 
the prophet’s lips as he contemplates the singular and startling apparition, and a 
brief reply comes from afar. The hero is none other than Hashem, the God of Israel, 
who has emerged victorious from the conflict with Edom, the predecessor to Rome 
and Christianity!  Why is His clothing red?  The Divine answers that He will destroy 
Edom in a blood bath. The prophet Yishayahu praises Hashem, for his past kindness 
and mercy to Israel.   

 
A famous structure carved into the face of a mountain found  
in Petra, Jordan which is believed to be part of Edom’s land 

  

 
Israeli Postage stamp for the month of Tishrei in which 

 Rosh Hashanah is observed 
 

 
Yishayahu’s Biography:  

• The meaning of his name is “Salvation of G-d”.  



• Born circumcised in the year 765 B.C.E. (8th century) about 2760 years ago to 
his father Amoz, also a prophet. They belonged to a royal family who had access 
to the Bait Hamikdash. 

• Received his first vision at age 25, and was considered the greatest of all 
prophets after Moses. He claimed to have seen the throne of G-d. He predicted 
Israel’s demise. Yishayahu wrote his own lengthy (66 chapter) book. 

• Lived through the reigns of four different kings; Uzziah, Yotham, Ahaz, 
Hezekiah. Three other prophets were Yishayahu’s contemporaries: Hosea, Amos, 
and Micah. 

• Lived 120 years, having two children with his only wife. 
• Was killed by Menashe, the King of Judah. Yishayahu was hiding from Menashe, 

the King of Judah, in a tree, but as Menashe was passing by the tree, he 
spotted Yishayahu’s tzitzit hanging out of the tree. Menashe then cut clean 
through the tree, killing Yishayahu. Yishayahu was killed cut through his mouth 
as a midah kineged midah, measure for measure, for speaking lashon ha’ra about 
the nation of Israel.  

 

 
Isaiah’s Tomb in Israel 

 
Famous Phrases: Isaiah 26:4, “Bitchu Ba’Hashem adai ad, ki b’kah Hashem tzur 
olamim” “Trust in Hashem forever and ever, for Hashem is your eternal Rock of 
Salvation”. 



 
An Israeli postage stamp featuring this week’s prophet Isaiah 

 
Haftorahman’s lesson of the week: Yishayahu speaks of a time in the future when 
the Mashiach (Messiah) comes when Hashem will destroy all our enemies and when 
there will be an ingathering of the Jewish people to the land of Israel. Hashem is 
portrayed in this Haftorah in humanistic terms; however we know that G-d is 
anthropomorphic, devoid of human appendages or feelings.  Nevertheless, G-d  
 
 
displays Himself in such a way to demonstrate His closeness with Bnei Yisroel.  
Hashem is a merciful and compassionate G-d, illuminating the idea of His countenance 
towards us through the vision of Him in a human form.  We should not take G-d’s 
mercy for granted, for He can rule by justice or mercy.  He has chosen to be 
compassionate and caring in such a way that Hashem suffers when we suffer.  In the 
same token, Hashem will not be at peace until we are restored to our homeland and 
settled in Jerusalem with eternal peace.  Learning Torah and doing mitzvoth will help 
quicken the days of the coming of Mashiach.  We should always look towards and 
work for that day when we can return to Jerusalem and know Hashem.  
 

 
This is a Seal from the time of the FIRST Beit Hamikdash (King Solomon’s Holy Temple) that was 

recently found in Jerusalem. The prophet Isaiah was alive around this time. WOW!!!  



Timeline: This Haftorah takes place just before the Bait Hamikdash was destroyed 
about 2600 years ago.  
  

 
Timeline from: Ephraim Waxman’s Dor L’Dor ~ Feldheim Publishing 
 



 
 Map: Yishayahu prophesied in Jerusalem. 
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