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NO TT NEXT WEEK - PARSHAT KORACH PULL-OUT INSIDE

Jerusalem in/out times for Shabbat Parshat SH'LACH
4 7:14PM Earliest 6:20PM  •  %32 8:31PM R'Tam 9:00PM



On the 20th of Sivan, over 50 Jewish men
and women were burned at the stake in Blois France, 1171, as a result
of the first ritual-murder trial in Europe. Rabbeinu Tam declared a fast
day to mark the event. The day was confirmed as a fast day centuries
later, in Poland, following the murder of thousands of Jews during the
Chmielnicki massacres, 1648 (TACH V’TAT). On 20 Sivan 5742, the
costliest battle of the Lebanon War, the battle of Sultan Yakub, with
30 IDF dead - including Yair Landau HY"D, for whom the Israel Center
library is named - and 3 MIA, whose fates are still unknown today.

PPexplanations on p. 38-39.
and in the PPx file at

www.ttidbits.com
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Candles Plag SH'LACH Havdala Korach

7:14 6:20 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 8:31 7:14 6:20 8:31

7:29 6:22 Az a area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:32

7:28 6:20 Gush Etz ion 8:31 7:28 6:20 8:31

7:30 6:22 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herz liya / Kf ar Saba 8:34 7:31 6:23 8:34

7:29 6:21 Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:32

7:31 6:22 Netanya 8:34 7:31 6:23 8:34

7:29 6:21 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:32

7:30 6:22 Rehovot 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:33

7:26 6:20 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 8:31 7:27 6:21 8:31

7:14 6:22 Petach Tikva 8:34 7:14 6:22 8:33

7:29 6:21 Ginot Shomron 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:33

7:28 6:20 Gush Shiloh 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:32

7:22 6:23 Haif a / Zichron 8:35 7:22 6:23 8:35

7:28 6:20 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:31 7:28 6:20 8:31

7:28 6:20 Giv'at Ze'ev 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:32

7:30 6:22 Ashkelon 8:33 7:30 6:23 8:33

7:20 6:21 Tz f at / Bik'at HaYarden 8:34 7:21 6:22 8:34

7:29 6:21 Yad Binyamin 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:33

7:30 6:22 Tel Aviv 8:34 7:31 6:23 8:34

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 9:00pm • next week - 9:01pm
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 Our Prime Challenge - from the start
Happy Willie-versary to Torah
Tidbits. We've told this story from
time to time. Way back in June of
1992, and way back at 10 Straus
Street, the then director, Shai
Solomon asked me to prepare a
page with the list of shiurim and
programs at the Israel Center so that
we could have it distributed on
Shabbat in shuls that have Anglo
populations. The plan was to reach
more English-speaking people than
our weekly ad in the Jerusalem Post.
Shai figured that not every Anglo
gets the Post.

The idea did not sit well with me, to
distribute oin Shabbat a sheet with
activities that took place during the
week. And then an idea hit me.

How about - I said to Shai - I write a
Dvar Torah on one side of the page
and the schedule on the other side.
That I would be comfortable with.

And so, TT issue #1 (but we didn't
start numbering them until number
17) came about. We photocopied
the page 60 times, he took 30 to his
father for distribution in Nayot and I
took the other 30 for Ramot Eshkol.

That was 24 years ago; 1188 issues
ago. Torah Tidbits now runs from 64
pages and up - this issue has 96
pages, and there have been larger
issues. And from 60 copies we now
distribute over 10,000 copies. But
that's not what I want to write about.

What I do want to write about is the
Torah reading of that first issue. That
year - 5752 - was just like this year. A
Shana M'uberet (13 months, 2 Adars)
that also began with Rosh HaShana
on Monday Tuesday. The Seder was
Friday night and we in Israel
resumed Parshat HaShavua on the
day that the rest of the Jewish World
celebrates as the Eighth Day of
Pesach. Which means that the first
TT was for the Shabbat of Parshat
Sh'lach, with the rest of the world
reading B'haalot'cha. 

We didn't plan launching Torah
Tidbits on Parshat Sh'lach, it just
happened.

But nothing just happens.

Two thirds of the sedra deals with
the Sin of the Spies. Two thirds of the
sedra deals with the greatest disaster
in Jewish History.

G-d had recently taken us out of
Egypt. One imagines that it was
greatly appreciated, notwithstand-
ing some of the complaining from
the fringe element of the multitude.

Then we crossed through the split
sea and witnessed many more
miracles, in addition to the ones we
witnessed during the Plagues and
Exodus.

Then we stood at Sinai - trembling in
awe as did the mountain itself, and
we witnessed Divine Revelation   goto 49
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We will mark the First Yahrzeit
of our dear Wife, Mother,

Grandmother, and
Great-Grandmother

Shirley Tolchinsky d"r
On Monday, June 27th, 21 Sivan
17:00 - Har HaMenuchot
19:30 - Shiur and Gathering

of Family & Friends
to Share Memories

Beit Knesset Ohel Nehama
Rehov Chopin 3 Jerusalem
Tolchinsky, Robinson and

Lieberman Families

Sh'lach
37th of the 54 sedras; 

4th of 10 in Bamidbar

Written on 198 lines, ranks 25th

10 Parshiyot; 7 open, 3 closed 

119 p'sukim, ranks 21st, 6th in Bamidbar

1540 words, ranks 27th, 5th / Bamidbar

5820 letters, ranks 27th, 4th / Bamidbar

Sh'lach has shorter than average
p'sukim, which explains the drop in rank

for words and letters, yet the rise in rank
within Bamidbar indicates that there are

sedras with even shorter p'sukim.

3 mitzvot - 2 positives, 1 prohibition

As we point out often, the distribution of
mitzvot in the Torah is very uneven.

With only 3 mitzvot, there are 25 sedras
with fewer mitzvot than Sh'lach and 26

with more. 3 is the median number of
mitzvot per sedra in the Torah. T'ruma

and Chukat also have 3 mitzvot each.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S > X:Y (Z)] indicate
start o f a parsha p'tucha o r s'tuma. X:Y
is Perek:Pasuk o f the beginning o f the
parsha; (Z) is the number o f p'sukim in
the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets]  are the
Mitzva-co unt o f S efer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s S efer HaMitzvo t. A=ASEI
(positive mitzva); L=LAV (prohibition).
X:Y is the perek and pasuk fro m which
the mitzva co mes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
20 p'sukim - 13:1-20

[P> 13:1 (43)] G-d tells Moshe to
send "people” to "scout out" the
Land. (“People” is in quotes
because commentaries point to
the word ANASHIM and say that it
means people of high calibre and
repute - except that we know how
it turns out...) The emphasis in the
wording of the pasuk is on Moshe
being the one sending the
Meraglim, not at G-d's command
nor by His "desire".

The representatives of each tribe
are named and the Torah, further
testifies to the high caliber of each
man.

 Back in Bamidbar, when the
Tribal leaders were named,
Efrayim and Menashe were
identified as the sons of Yosef -
within the same pasuk. Here, only
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Menashe is identified with Yosef,
and Efrayim's scout, Yehoshua, is
listed 3 p'sukim earlier, without
reference to his father. Commen-
taries note that Yosef had been
involved in "negative reports"
(against his brothers), as was the
scout of Menashe involved in
negative reports on the Land.
Yehoshua remained clear of the
taint of DIBA RA'A and is therefore
not mentioned together with Yosef,
in this context. 

(It is interesting to note that the
word immediately before 'for the
tribe of Efrayim...' is YOSEF, in this
case, the father of Yig'al, the scout
for Yissachar. Nonetheless, it is
interesting that Efrayim is juxta-
posed to a different Yosef even
though he is 'distanced' from his
own father's name.)

And Moshe called Hoshea bin
Nun, Yehoshua.

 Rashi says that by adding a
YUD to Hoshea's name, he was
giving him a bracha that he should
be saved from the group attitude
of the other Meraglim. Question:
MIMA NAFSHACH (whichever way
you want to look at things) - Why
did Moshe not “bless” the others
scouts similarly? And why would
Yehoshua need a bracha when
Kalev apparently did not? 

Whether a Scout will come back
with the proper attitude or not was
based on each individual's person-
ality, perceptions, and conclusions.
That was up to each of the 12
individuals. That's not why Moshe
gave a special bracha to Yehoshua.
Moshe had a separate fear con-
cerning Yehoshua. He could

imagine Yehoshua joining the ten
Meraglim in discouraging the
People from entering the Land so
that Moshe's life would be
prolonged. Eldad and Meidad had
prophesied that Moshe would die
and Yehoshua would lead the
people into the Land, Yehoshua
heard that and was quite agitated.
Moshe's bracha to Yehoshua was
to keep Yehoshua honest, so to
speak, so that he would not join
the "evil advice" for any reason,
even one to benefit Moshe himself.

Moshe gives the scouts instruc-
tions and an itinerary, hoping that
they will return with an
encouraging report for Bnei
Yisrael. It was the time of the
ripening of the grapes, Bikurei
Anavim.

Levi - Second Aliya 
20 p'sukim - 13:21-14:7

The Torah describes the 40-day
"tour" of the scouts. When they
returned, they reported to the
People about the truly beautiful
land to which they had been sent.
They showed the samples of the
fruits they brought back with
them. They described the apparent
strength of the inhabitants (in an
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attempt to scare the people). And
they mentioned Amalek and other
nations (knowing it would have a
discouraging effect). 

Kalev silenced the people and told
them that they should go to the
Land; "we can do it!". The other
ten scouts objected and spoke
further against the Land, causing
wide-spread panic among the
people. Moshe, Aharon, Kalev, and
Yehoshua are greatly troubled by
the words of the Meraglim and by
the reaction of the people. Kalev
and Yehoshua proclaim the good-
ness of the Land.

...and we were in our eyes
like grasshoppers (compared to
the giants of Canaan) and so we
appeared to them. The Kotzker
Rebbe and others define two
components of the Sin of the Spies
from this part of the pasuk. First,
that we saw ourselves as small and
insignificant, compared with the
nations in Eretz Yisrael. Second,
that we were concerned about how
others perceived us. With G-d
obviously on our side (we knew
what happened to Egypt and we
witnessed so many miracles per-
formed on our behalf), we should
not have viewed ourselves that
way. And, how others perceive us
is their problem, not ours. (In fact,
it should often be an asset for us.)
Sadly, each of these attitude
problems exists in our own time.

• Notice how the first time the
Meraglim spoke to the people, they
did not say that we shouldn’t go
into Eretz Yisrael. They “just”
described some of the difficlties we
would face and apparently hoped
that their report would scare off
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the people. After Kalev took the
microphone, so to speak, and gave
a brief but enthusiastic “Aliya
pep-talk”, the Meraglim dropped
the subtle approach and spoke out
openly against going into Eretz
Yisrael. This is what the Torah
described as DIBA AL HA-ARETZ,
Lashon HaRa against the Land.

It might be said that people who
tell other Jews about terror attacks
and other difficulties that we face
in Israel are “guilty” of “first-stage”
Meraglim-talk. Those who add “you
gotta be crazy to live there” or
words to that effect, are repeating
and perpetuating what is maybe
the greatest communal sin in the
history of the Jewish People. The
sin of the Meraglim created the
blackest day on our calendar,
Tish’a b’Av. The destructions of the
two Batei Mikdash and the various
causes of the CHURBAN were
“merely” add-ons to Tish’a b’Av.
When we totally repudiate - by
action, not just by word - the Sin of
the Spies, and embrace - by action,
not just by word - the righteous
behavior of Kalev and Yehoshua,
then we can hope for the fulfill-
ment of the prophecy of Zecharya
that will see Tish’a b’Av and the
other Churban-related fasts
become Yamim Tovim.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
18 p'sukim - 14:8-25

“If G-d wants us to go there, then
we will obviously be able to
prevail. Just don't rebel against
Him.” The people wanted to stone
Kalev and Yehoshua for those
words. 

And sadly, there are many Jews
today who still don't hear - or
want to hear Kalev's words.

[P> 14:11 (15)] G-d is "angered"
by the people and "suggests" to
Moshe that He will destroy them.
Moshe argues on behalf of the
people. His (main) argument is
that other nations will say that G-d
did not have the ability to bring
Bnei Yisrael into K'na'an, so He
killed them in the wilderness. This
would be a Chilul HaShem. Moshe
then invokes a modified version of
the Divine Attributes and pleads
for forgiveness for the people.
(Part of Moshe's words at this
point have been incorporated into
our davening.) G-d agrees to
Moshe's pleas. (G-d's response to
Moshe also becomes part of the
Yom Kippur davening.) G-d
declares that this is the tenth time
that the People have "tested" His
patience (so to speak). He
promises that the men of this
generation will not enter the Land
- except Kalev (and Yehoshua).

The People are told that Amalek
and the Canaanites occupy the
valley and that they (the People of
Israel) will have to divert towards
the Midbar.

Compare & Learn
Towards the end of last week's
sedra, we have the episode of
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Miriam's talking about Moshe and
her punishment for her relatively
mild transgression of LASHON
HARA. Commentaries point out the
juxtaposition of the episode of the
spies. 

There is more to this than "simply"
two examples of Lashon HaRa, one
about a person and one about
Eretz Yisrael. There are important
elements and details to be learned
one from the other. 

For example, it is not just the
speaker of Lashon HaRa that
transgresses. Those who listen to
LH passively, without objecting,
those who accept the LH as truth -
they too transgress. The Sin of the
Spies was not restricted to 10
people. Thousands of those who
heard what was said and accepted
it, and panicked because of it, they
too were guilty. And they were
punished, as we know.

Translate this into our time. It
is not enough for one to refrain
from bad-mouthing Eretz Yisrael,
one cannot stand by idly when
others do it. Kalev jumped up as
soon as he heard what the
Meraglim said. He did his best to

repudiate the words of the
Meraglim and then made his own
impassioned pitch for Aliya.

We must not "put down" Israel, its
people, life here, etc. We must
object when others do. And one
should avoid saying something
negative even in a joke. (Just as, "I
was only joking" does not mitigate
Lashon HaRa about another
person.)



Mazal Tov to
Esther & Moshe Davis

and family on the
engagement of their son
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R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
27 p'sukim - 14:26-15:7

[P> 14:26 (20)] The Torah
elaborates upon the devastating
pronouncement by G-d. The
People shall roam in the Midbar
for a number of years equal to the
number of days of the spies' trip.

Clarification: The Sin of the Spies
occurred on Tish'a b'Av 2449,
more than a year out of Egypt. The
total time in the Midbar from
Exodus to entry into the Eretz
Yisrael is 40 years (less five days).
So the punishment is really for less
than 39 years, not 40. But look at
things this way: The Sin of the
Spies was the culmination of the
"angering" of G-d. We can say that
it began back at the Sin of the
Golden Calf (or even before that -
we "complained" when were hardly
out of Egypt). We might say that
the 40-year punishment is retro-
active to include Cheit HaEigel (or
earlier).

The people deeply regret their
behavior and NOW decide to enter
the Land immediately. Moshe
warns them not to, because G-d no
longer wants them to do so (at this
point). Some of the people went
anyway - without the protection of
the Aron, so to speak - and are
defeated and repelled by Amalek
and K'na'an.

[P> 15:1 (16)] The Torah next
sets down the details of the flour
and oil offering and libation of
wine that are to accompany most
korbanot. 

It is important to note the context
of these laws. Right after being
told that the older generation
(males) will not enter the Land, G-d
comforts the people by teaching
procedures that will apply in Eretz
Yisrael, specifically mitzvot that
are to be "pleasing to G-d" (and
even though they are commanded
elsewhere). It is as if G-d says,
"Don't be too dismayed; your
children will live in Eretz Yisrael
and will serve Me in the Beit
HaMikdash" in this special way.

Note also that the Aliya-break
comes in mid-topic, leaving us, at
the break, to ponder and savor the
fact that we will yet bring about gix
'dl gŸgip.

Chamishi 5th Aliya
9 p'sukim - 15:8-16

The details of the MINCHA &
NESECH are completed in this
portion, finishing with a reitera-
on and emphasis on the equality of
Torah law for all Jews.

Furthermore... It seems obvious
that this area of mitzva was pur-
posely put here in the aftermath of
the Sin of the Spies. There are at
least two other places in the Torah
where the topic is presented,
where the mitzva is counted, and
where it fits well in the context. It
seems superfluous here except as
a message for the aftermath of the
Meraglim. Note also, that it is not
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merely a mitzva that will apply in
Eretz Yisrael, but one that is part of
the Beit HaMikdash service.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya
10 p'sukim - 15:17-26

[P> 15:17 (5)] Mitzva of Challa is
presented [385, A133 15:20].

Two major aspects of this precious
mitzva are: 

It is performed with THE essential
food of humans - as in, Bread is
the staff of life. This elevates the
physical necessity of food to a
spiritual level.

Which, by the way, fits the idea of
"Man does not live by bread
alone." This idea, presented in the
beginning of Parshat Eikev,
referred to the Manna as that
which indicated to the People that
it is "by the mouth of G-d, that
man lives." That being so during
the years of wandering in the
Midbar, the concept continues in
perpetuity via the mitzva of
CHALLA and the other mitzvot
associated with bringing bread to
our tables, as well as washing for
bread, HaMotzi, Birkat HaMazon...
and more.

Secondly, the fact that we are to
give Challah to a Kohen - specif-
ically after most of the work has
been done, meaning that we give
Challa from ready-to-pop-into-the-
oven dough and not the raw
produce, as with other gifts to the
Kohen - indicates that it is not
merely the gift that is significant,
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but the service to the Kohen that
we perform that is important as
well.

Challah is one of the mitzvot that
our Sages have kept active by
rabbinic decree since the destruc-
tion of the Beit HaMikdash, so that
its practice and lessons should not
be lost to us. Furthermore, Challah
is rabbinically required in Chutz La-
Aretz, although the Torah intro-
duces the mitzva with, "with your
coming to the Land". This too helps
keep "Torat Challa" alive among
the Jewish People and show us how
very special this mitzva is.

[S> 15:22 (5)] Next the Torah
presents the details of the Chatat
(sin offering) of the community (in
cases where the leaders of the
community inadvertently misled
the people (in Avoda Zara related
matters.) Here again it seems
obvious that this topic is brought
up because of the Sin of the Spies.
This mitzva is not counted here,
but it certainly conveys G-d's
attitude (so to speak) about Cheit
HaMeraglim. We recognize that
sometimes our leaders must bear
the responsibility of leading us
astray (but not always - often we
must be accountable and not claim
that we were just following
orders). The ideas (and text) here
are part of Yom Kippur davening.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
15 p'sukim - 15:27-41

[S> 15:27 (5)] On the other
hand, many times each individual
must be accountable for his own
actions; we cannot always blame
our leaders. [The fits, as we

mentioned before, the culpability -
albeit different - of the population
in addition to the Meraglim them-
selves.] The Torah in this portion
discusses the Chatat of the
individual. These offerings are
appropriate only for inadvertent
violation; intentional violation
(idolatry is implied) is punishable
by KAREIT (excision, being cut
off...), and is atoneable by other
methods.

Following Cheit HaMeraglim and
preceding the episode of the wood-
gatherer, the Torah presents us
with both types of Chata’ot -
communal and individual. These
topics are dealt with (and counted
among Taryag) elsewhere. Again,
we are seeing (probably) an
example of repeating something in
a specific context or juxtaposition
to a story in order to make a point
and deliver an important message
to us.

[P> 15:32 (3)] The Torah next
tells us of the wood-gatherer
(Tradition identifies him as
Tz'lofchad) who was locked up
pending details from G-d as to how
a public desecrator of Shabbat is
to be executed. (That it is a capital
offense was already known.)
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Mazal Tov to
Arthur & Rachel Hershkowitz

on the birth of a granddaughter
KEDMA

daughter of
Eitan & Adina Hershkowitz

Mazal Tov to Great-grandfather
Marvin Hershkowitz of J'lem

[S> 15:35 (2)] G-d's command
was to stone the violator. And so it
was done.
[P> 15:37 (5)] The final portion
of the sedra is the third passage of
the Sh'ma - the portion of Tzitzit.
It contains the mitzva to put Tzitzit
on the corners of a four-corner
garment [386, A14 15:38] and
that one of the strings of each
corner should be dyed t'cheilet,
the special blue dye. (Some say
half a string, which becomes one
of 8; some say one string, which
becomes 2 of 8; and some say 2 of
the 4 strings, which become 4 of 8
when tied.)
Our Sages went out of their way to
involve us in the mitzva of Tzitzit -
with Talit Gadol and Talit Katan -
although we could technically not
be required to fulfill this mitzva

because our regular clothing
(today) does not usually have four
corners. Perhaps they did so
because Tzitzit is not merely a
mitzva that we "perform", it is a
mitzva that we wear. It is an
integral part of our everyday lives.
It is part of our Jewish uniform (for
males). What a shame to be
without this inspirational mitzva
because the style of clothing has
changed and we no longer wear
4-cornered garments. 

To clarify: If a man wears a
four-cornered garment, he is
required by Torah law to tie tzitzit
on the corners - however, the
Sages require us to wear a
four-cornered garment in order to
be obligated to fulfill the mitzva of
Tzitzit. In other words, "officially",
TZITZIT is a MITZVA KIYUMIT. Our
Sages changed it into a MITZVA
CHIYUVIT.

Furthermore, the Torah links the
mitzva of tzitzit with all the
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mitzvot of the Torah; tzitzit
(and/or the P'til T'cheilet) serve as
a reminder of the Jew's all-encom-
passing commitment to G-d. This
is followed by the warning not to
follow the evil temptation of the
eye (mind) or heart (emotion)
[387, L47 15:39]. The Torah then
reiterates the importance of belief
in G-d in general, and in His
having redeemed us from Egypt,
in particular. Thus, the twice daily
recitation of the Sh'ma constitutes
the fulfillment of the mitzva to
remember the Exodus "all the days
of your life", in addition to its own
mitzva, the saying of Sh'ma. It
follows that when one recites the
Sh’ma, one should have specific
KAVANA at the end of the third
passage to fulfill the mitzva to
remember the Exodus all the days
of our lives (which, if you
remember the Mishna borrowed
by the Hagada, KOL Y'MEI
CHAYECHA teaches us that the
mitzva applies in the daytime and
at nighttime. The Hagada uses this
Mishna to explain the fact that the
mitzva of Hagada is at night. But
the Mishna itself was discussing
the third passage of Sh'ma and
justifying its being recited at night
too, even though Tzitzit is a day
mitzva.) These last 5 p'sukim,
Parshat Tzitzit, are/is reread for
the Maftir.

Haftara 24 p'sukim
- Yehoshua 2:1-24

Paralleling and contrasting with
the sedra, the Haftara tells us of
two other spies (Kalev and
Pinchas, according to Tradition -
they are not named in the text)

who were sent by Yehoshua into
Yericho. Rachav, who had heard of
the wonders that happened to the
People of Israel, protects the spies
from the men who are searching
for them. In exchange for her
protection, Rachav receives a
promise that she and her family
will be spared when the Israelite
army attacks the city. Tradition
tells us that Rachav subsequently
became a sincere convert and the
wife of Yehoshua. In one case,
Spies were our undoing. In the
other, they served a very positive
function. Ironic.

This week's haftara is taken from the
second perek of Sefer Yehoshua which
actually relates events that took place
even before those found in the first
chapter. The first chapter includes the
commands that Yehoshua gave to
B'nei Yisra'el to prepare for entering
Eretz Cana'an within three days. The
story of the spies sent by the new
leader, however, reports that the spies
hid for three days, before they crossed
back over the Yarden to rejoin their
people at the Israelite camp, indicating
that they were sent even before
Yehoshua called for the nation to
prepare for their entry into the new
land. 
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Many of the commentaries are puzzled
by the decision made to send the spies
at all.  After all, Yehoshua was one of
the spies sent by Moshe and he knew
quite well the terrible sin that led to
and experienced the 38-year delay in
entering the land. Why would he, of all
people, repeat the same mistake? Why
would he decide to send spies?

If we read through the haftara
carefully we will be able to see the
contrast between the two spy stories
and resolve the question. Firstly, this
was not espionage for a military
purpose. There was no doubt regarding
the truth of Hashem's promises.
Yehoshua never asked them to report
upon the size of the armies or their
relative strength nor did he tell them
to bring proof of the land's fertility or
the cities' fortifications, as did his
teacher. Secondly, these spies were
sent "cheresh", clandestinely; it was a
secret mission sent by Yehoshua, and
therefore the spies reported to
Yehoshua alone. Moshe, however, felt
constrained to send his spies as a
result of the people's demand for
them. They were sent with the
knowledge of the entire nation and
delivered their report publicly, in front
of the entire people. 

And lastly, though perhaps most
importantly, we are not told anything
about these men whom Yehoshua
sent. Whereas the parsha specifies the
name of each and every spy, including
their lineage and tribal affiliation, we
are told nothing about these men in
the haftara - we don't even know who
they were (although Chazal identify
them as Kalev and Pinchas)!!  This is no
minor point.

Each spy sent by Moshe had his own
agenda regarding how the land
"measured up" for the individual tribe
they represented. There were twelve
men with ten agendas. Yehoshua's
spies, however, represented the nation
of Israel. There were two - not twelve
and they were anonymous - not
named. Rather than carrying the
individual concern of each tribe these
spies were responsible only to Israel
and its leader.

When there is division among the
people - even the greatest men will not
succeed; when there is harmony and
accord even anonymous individuals
can fulfill their mission.

An important lesson to be learned by
all.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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A question often posed in our fraternity is
what should be our relationship to other
peoples, so commonly referred to with
disdain as "The Goyim"? In our Parsha we
encounter an interesting episode that
throws light on this subject.

After the disgraceful mutiny of ten of the
Spies and the consequent mayhem,
Moshe pleads with Hashem to save the
people from His wrath, arguing that if G-d
slaughters His people then the nations
will conclude, "Because the Lord was not
able to bring this people into the land"
(Bamidbar 14:13-19). 

Abarbanel, among others, asks of what
concern is it to the Almighty what the
nations think? Why would G-d thus
suspend judgement on His world and on
His people? In response, as it were,
Nechamah Leibowitz cites the prophet
Yechezkiel (36:34) and affirms that the
Almighty is interested that all His
creatures acknowledge Him - Jew and
non-Jew alike. For is it not written, "And
the heathen that are left around you will
know that I am the Lord… when I shall be
sanctified in you before their eyes." 

That is to say, after Ramban, that we the
Jewish people are instrumental, nay
partners, in this higher purpose. For this
reason, retribution against the people for
their unruly behavior was suspended. So
now, the question is whether we today
can live up to this responsibility - to
ourselves, to the nations and, ultimately,
to G-d?
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The three before the second Eretz

Imperfectly Said Tefillat HaDerech
Question: When I go on bus tours, the
tour guide often has someone say Tefillat
HaDerech, to which everyone answers
AMEIN before we leave the city limits of
Yerushalayim. I thought it is supposed to be
recited after you have left the city. In such a
case, should I say AMEIN? Should I say it
myself at the right time? Also, on a one day
trip, if the person leaves out the phrase
V'TACHAZIREINU L'VEITEINU L'SHALOM
- should I repeat the tefilla with that
phrase?

Answer: [We will not answer the
question you did not ask: nowadays,
when traveling in relatively built up
areas, whether Tefillat Haderech is
called for when traveling from point
X to Y.]

The gemara (B'rachot 30a) asks when
one begins to recite Tefillat HaDerech
and until when, and answers "from the
time he seizes the road" (there are
different texts and it is hard to trans-
late literally) and up to a parsa
(approx 4 km), respectively. It is
unclear from the Rishonim when one
is considered on the road. The Magen

Avraham (110:14) says it is after he
leaves the city, and in fact comes to a
place where there has been 70 amot
without houses outside the city. (The
determination on each road out of a
city and whether rules for the city
limits are the same as for eiruv
t'chumin are beyond our present scope
- see Machatzit HaShekel 110:14). 

The Taz (110:7) says that there is no
source for waiting until after leaving
the city, as the gemara about seizing
the road means just that one must be
certain he is embarking on the
journey. The Tur and Shulchan Aruch
(Orach Chayim 110:6) cite the
practice of the Maharam MiRutenberg
to connect Tefillat HaDerech to
Birchot HaShachar (since Tefillat
HaDerech starts as an open b'racha,
which is fitting to follow a previous
b'racha). The Taz understands that this
is done during Shacharit and thus
before leaving the city. Others,
including the Eliya Rabba (110:14),
counter that the Maharam did this
when he davened on the way. The
Shulchan Aruch (OC 230:1) connects
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Tefillat HaDerech to the b'racha said
for leaving the city one was visiting.
The Pri Megadim (OC, Mishbetzot
Zahav 110:7) sees that as a sign that
he holds that it is recited right after
leaving the city, even if there are still
houses.

You are likely right that sometimes
people recited Tefillat HaDerech too
early. However, b'di'eved (after the
fact), this is not so bad. First, almost
all Acharonim agree that b'di'eved one
fulfills the obligation when reciting
once he was preparing to leave (Eliya
Rabba ibid., Mishna Berura 110:29).
Therefore, the b'racha is not l'vatala
and you may and should answer
AMEIN (see Shulchan Aruch, OC
215:2). Also, In our times, it may
make more sense to say Tefillat
HaDerech earlier. In the past, the
main concerns were bandits and wild
animals, who were more prevalent
outside the city, whereas nowadays
our primary concern, car accidents,
can happen anywhere (see an appli-
cation in Shevet HaLevi X:21). On the
other hand, it is hard to change
halachic rules based on such a factor.

One could argue that it would be best
for you to answer AMEIN but have in
mind not to be yotzei, and say it later
yourself at the better time. However,
besides possible awkwardness, you
can lose out. One advantage of saying
it relatively early is that Rashi
(B'rachot ibid.) understands that you
must say Tefillat HaDerech within the
first parsa after leaving (the Rama OC
110:7 cites as l'chatchila), and, if the

Taz is right or if you do not act
quickly, you can miss. So simply
being yotzei with everyone else is
proper.

The matter of not saying the addition
for the return trip is not an issue. The
phrase (different siddurim have vari-
ations), is mentioned for all trips by
certain Rishonim (Rosh, B'rachot
4:18) and not by others (see Kaf
HaChayim, OC 110:13). It is only
some Acharonim and contemporary
practice who set it aside for cases
where you are returning the same day.
Therefore, there is no good reason to
be concerned that the validity of the
b'racha is affected by omitting it (Ishei
Yisrael 50:(3)).

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org
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beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Happy Birthday Ohad

70 PERSPECTIVES;
ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

The central theme of Sh'lach is the
Spies and the punishment of their
generation. It also includes command-
ments which seemingly have nothing
to do with this incident, yet there is an
ideological and religious connection
between them. The nesachim may
serve as a good example of this.

The libations-nesachim were com-
manded now, although the freewill
offerings which they were to accom-
pany had been given previously in
Vayikra and Tzav. S'forno explains
that prior to the sin of the Golden Calf
there were no libations with these
sacrifices; they only became neces-
sary after that sin to make the
sacrifices acceptable. Sifre explains
that since the communal sacrifices are
halachically acceptable even without
the libations, they were not offered
during the desert travels but were
commanded now because of the
impending entry into Eretz Yisrael.
"Knowing that they were to die in the
desert because of the Meraglim, that
generation feared that even their
children would not enter Eretz
Yisrael, so now Hashem gave them
nesachim and challah to assure them
that their sons would indeed inherit
the land" (Abarbanel).

Korbanot are rooted in the word, to
draw close so their purpose is to
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Where are the grandchildren?

enable a person to draw close to
Hashem. The Korbanot were the
nefesh which is the wisdom of the
animal. "Let the nefesh of the animal
come to atone for the nefesh of
Mankind" (Rashi); so Korbanot
enable a person's wisdom which is his
nefesh, to draw close to G-d. The
accompanying libations which come
from the physical and natural
vegetable world, allow the body and
the mind of human beings to draw
closer to Hashem. The free will
sacrifices together with the libations,
therefore enable the whole human
personality to draw close to Him
(Avnei Nezer).  

"Non-Jews did not bring nesachim but
geirim did and three times the Torah
found it necessary here to warn
against discriminating against them.
Israel may feel that, despite their
conversion, nevertheless, geirim really
remained non-Jews. This threefold
injunction came to insist on their truly
belonging to the House of Israel since
they accepted G-d who is One Unity,
Torah which is One Unity and Israel
which is One Unity. So any
oppression of geirim would disrupt
these unities" (Abarbanel). 

Before the Mishkan, the spiritual level
of the world could only bring wisdom
close to Hashem, which explains why
we do not find libations in the
offerings of Noah or of the Avot.
Erecting the Mishkan, the meeting
place between human beings and G-d,
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created a new spiritual level at which
even their bodies could draw close to
Him. Israel merited the libations,
through which this is promoted, when
they said, 'We will do and hear', the
former an action of the body and the
latter of wisdom.

Nevertheless, the free will offerings of
individuals still did not require the
libations. "'Eat your bread in joy and
drink your wine with a good heart
because Hashem has accepted your
actions'' (Kohelet 9:7); bread refers to
challah and wine to the libations and
'your actions' to the entry of Israel into
the Land" (D'varim Rabba). While in
the desert, Israel was separated into
tribes and clans but this land unites
and binds them together into one
corporate body. Only after they
crossed the Jordan into the Land of
Israel did they intermingle and were
united together. "The Spies by
preventing the entry into Eretz Yisrael
ruptured and rendered defective this
unity of the House of Israel. The
destroyed national unity meant that
each individual now had to labor and
exert spiritual endeavor to protect
themselves from evil and sin. So now
they needed the libations that would
enable their minds and actions, body
and the soul, to draw close to
Hashem. The libations that enabled
them to do this were given to them as

a reward for the remorse and t'shuva
that they showed when they heard the
Divine decree that they would not go
into the Land. Their remorse and
t'shuva created within them the
mesirat nefesh, which made them go
up to attempt to conquer the Land
despite the warning by Moshe that
any military endeavor would fail and
lead only to their bloodshed. Hashem
in His Mercy gave them the libations
to enable them even as individuals, to
draw close to Him with their bodies
and brains" (Shem MiShmuel).

Idolatry, the sin of the Eigel, remained
till the destruction of the First Temple.
However, idolatry, being a sin of
wisdom, does not destroy nor rupture
the unity of Israel. The period of the
Second Temple was purified of
idolatry by the learning of its Sages
but was filled with gossip, slander and
needless hatred which do destroy the
unity and uniqueness of Israel. Since
these were the sin of the Spies, their
sin was reflected in the destruction of
the Temple, hundreds of years later.
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The following is from
Sapphire from the Land of Israel

A New Light on the Weekly Portion
from the Writings of

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook
by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Repairing the
Sin of the Spies

Adapted from Malachim Kivnei Adam,
pp. 221, 222, 237

One of the greatest tragedies in the
long history of the Jewish people
occurred when the spies sent by
Moshe returned with a frightening
report about the Land of Israel. Their
dire warnings of fierce giants and a
“land that consumes its inhabitants”
convinced the people that they
would be better off returning to
Egypt.

Unlike other incidents in which the
Israelites rebelled against God, on
this occasion, Moshe was unable to
annul God’s decree. The entire
generation (adult males - ed.) died in
the desert, never reaching the
Promised Land. The best Moshe
was able to do was delay the
punishment for forty years.

Rav Kook wrote that even today we
still suffer the consequences of this
catastrophic error. The root cause
for the exiles and humiliations of the

Jewish people, throughout the
generations, is due to our failure to
correct the sin of the spies.

How can we rectify the sin of the
spies?

To repair this national failure, a
teshuvat hamishkal is needed, a
penance commensurate with the sin
which will “balance the scales”. The
spies defamed the Land of Israel, as
it says, “They despised the desirable
land” (T'hilim 106:24). We must do
the opposite and show our



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1189  z  p age  24    SH'LACH 5776

We give cash for
• Gold jewelry
• Diamonds
• Silverware

    054-219-2428 or *4556
cash4gold.co.il •  absaffran@gmail.com

SHMUEL 052-840-5660

SEALING SOLUTIONS
ROOF COATING • EXTERIOR PORCHES

MOLD & MILDEW PROOF
PAINTING EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

Sendee turned sender sends one old
and one new sendee

unwavering love for the Land.

[We must] declare to the entire
world [the Land’s] magnificence and
beauty, its holiness and grandeur. If
only we could express (with what
may appear to us to be greatly
exaggerated) even a ten-thousandth
of the desirability of the beloved
Land, the splendorous light of its
Torah, and the superior light of its
wisdom and prophecy!

The quality of wonderful holiness
that Torah scholars seeking
holiness may find in the Land of
Israel does not exist at all outside
the Land. I myself can attest to this
unique quality, to a degree commen-
surate with my meager worth (Igrot
HaRe’iyah, vol. I, pp. 112-113).

For Rav Kook, this recommendation
on how to address the sin of the
spies was not just a nice homily.
Stories abound of his burning love
for the Land of Israel and his
indefatigable attempts to encourage
fellow Jews to move to Eretz Yisrael.

Kissing the Rocks of Acre
The Talmud in Ketubot 112a records
that Rabbi Abba would demonstrate
his great love for the Land of Israel
by kissing the rocks of Acre as he
returned to Israel. What was so
special about these rocks?

Rav Kook explained that if Rabbi
Abba had bent down and kissed the
soil of Eretz Yisrael, we would
understand that his love for the
Land was based on the special

mitzvot that are fulfilled with its fruit
- tithes, first fruits, the Sabbatical
year, and so on. The soil, which
produces fruit, signifies the
importance and holiness of the
Land through the mitzvot hateluyot
ba’aretz.

But Rabbi Abba’s love for the Land
was not dependent on any external
factors - not even the Land’s special
mitzvot (see Avot 5:16; Orot, p. 9).
Rabbi Abba cherished the intrinsic
holiness of Eretz Yisrael. He
recognized that the special qualities
of the Land of Israel, such as its
receptivity to prophecy and
enlightenment, go far beyond those
mitzvot connected to agriculture.
Therefore, he made a point of
kissing its barren rocks and stones.
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From the S'forno Jacob Solomon

"Your children shall roam in the
wilderness for 40 years… like the
number of days that you spied out
the Land: 40 days, a day for a year, a
day for a year… and you shall
understand [the consequences of]
your straying from Me" (14:33-34).

The main content of the Parsha is the
narrative of the spies. The Israelites
believed the 10 spies' negative report
and its implications, and they were on
the verge of rebellion against Moshe
and Aharon with: "Let us appoint a
leader so we may return to Egypt"
(14:4). Following Moshe's impassioned
plea on their behalf, G-d rescinded His
decree to wipe out the Israelites with
plague, and instead ordered that they
may not enter the Promised Land for
an entire 40-year period. 

The decree, however, appears to lack

the usual characteristic of G-d's
method of punishment: mida k'neged
mida - measure for measure. For those
who indeed spied out the Land died
very soon afterwards: 'in a plague
before G-d' (14:37). But the rest
appeared to have had nothing to do
with the number 40: they simply
reacted to the report of the Spies.
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What direct connection did the
Israelites have with the number 40 so
that they would be punished 'a day
for a year' for 40 years?

In response, the S'forno offers the
following insight. G-d had pro-
nounced the sentence of 40 years in
the wilderness in the framework of
VIDATEM ET T'NU'ATI, whose standard
translation is 'You shall understand
[the consequences of] your straying
from Me.' S'forno however observes
that T'NU'ATI is written in the singular,
so it is likely to refer to G-d rather than
to the Israelites. Thus he translates it is
'You will understand the conse-
quences of My straying from you. G-d
will be removing His guidance and
protection from the Israelites, giving
them 40 years of wandering in the
wilderness. 

Indeed, following the Ramban, (to
10:35), the Israelites left Mount Sinai
relieved to be away from the hard
spiritual pressures associated with the
Giving of the Torah; 'as a child who
runs away from school'. But that does

not mean that they hurried to their
ultimate destination, to the Land of
Canaan. They traveled in compliance
with G-d's will, but not in the spirit of
being privileged to enjoy the fruits of
G-d's oath to the Avot. By then they
had got used to being 'looked after'
by G-d's recurrent miracles, through
which their day-to-day needs were
taken care of. It seems that they were
in no hurry to exchange what they
had for confronting the well-
defended city-states of Canaan. 

Thus the Israelites delayed their
progress in the desert as far as
possible, and were quite pleased to
do so for an extra 40 days. Their
passive delaying tactics were
negating G-d's intent to bring them
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into the Land. They did not ask Moshe
to pray to G-d to give the order for the
pillar of cloud to lift and march
forward to the Land, meeting the
spies on their way back. They were
quite happy to just 'hang around' until
they returned, stalling the journey.

So the spies' negative report fell on
willing ears. Anything to avoid
pressing on forwards. It was for those
40 days of stalling that the Israelites
were punished yom lashana, yom
lashana: as the Sforno puts it, for the
40 days of negating G-d's intent of
bringing them into the Land.

[Naturally, some of the Israelites
wanted to subsequently enter the
Land against G-d's decree (14:44) as
many people only realize what they
have when it is taken away from
them.] p
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Strings Hanging Out
When I was a student it was rare for
anyone to have his tzitzit hanging out.
Most of us kept our fringes inside our
shirts but there were some boys who
openly displayed their tzitzit.

No wonder a non-Jewish instructor in
our college teachers’ department said
to a certain student, “Mr. …, I think
you have some strings hanging out!”

The boy tried his best to explain the
situation to the teacher, who elicited
from the rest of that we also wore
tzitzit but we kept them inside our top
clothing.

The Biblical basis of the mitzva is at
the end of this week’s sidra and forms
the third paragraph of the Sh’ma
(Bamidbar 15:37-41).

These days tzitzit-wearers quite often
wear tzitzit outside their garments as
a sign of Jewishness and a declaration
of defiance that no one is going to
stop them proclaiming their Jewish
identity to the world.

The Biblical passage that ordains
tzitzit endows them, however, with an
explanation that goes far beyond the

idea of Jewish identity in the broad
sense, important though that may well
be. It says that the fringes are there for
internal purposes, not so much to say
something to the world but to remind
the Jewish community to regard them
as a token of our modesty and
morality - “you shall look at it and not
turn aside after your heart and eyes
which lead you astray.”

Our eyes constantly see things which
we stare at and are tempted to follow.
Our hearts often find themselves
attracted to feelings and desires which
need to be kept under control.

Targum Onkelos adds an interesting
word when it puts this passage into
Aramaic. Instead of telling us not to
stray after our hearts it says not to
stray after the thoughts of our heart.

In Biblical Hebrew the word “heart”
generally means what we would call
“mind”. So what the Targum is
emphasising is that there is not only a
temptation to be governed by our
feelings and desires but also a danger
that our minds will be diverted by
wrong and questionable thoughts and
ideas.

Rabbi Apple blogs at www.oztorah.com
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4
Shabbat shiur - 5:00pm

Fixed time through
Parshat Ki Tavo (Sep 24)

Parshat SH'LACH
June 25th • 19 Sivan

Yaacov Peterseil & Co.

f
In the Ganchrow

Beit Midrash...

Sun/Tue/Thu
10:00am

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Taanit

Shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

10:00am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Rivka Segal

Living T'hilim

11:10am - L'AYLA
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Wisdom for Life
Mishlei with the commentary

of the Vilna Gaon

12:00pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

12:00 noon (10å)
Haya Graus

Easy Hebrew Ulpan

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Topic for June 26th:
Our Reply to the Spies:

9:15am
Pearl Borow

The Book of Yechezkeil

9:30/10:30am
Mommy & Me

with Jackie
054-533-9305

MON 10:00am (men & women)
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi Zev Leff
on Pirkei Avot

11:30am (women)
Get Fit while You Sit

Exercise with Sura Faecher
050-415-3239

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

Su/M/W/Th - 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
Masechet Avoda Zara

Buy one - get 613!

7:00pm (no charge)
Rabbi Joseph

Klausner-Yedidyahu

8:00pm (no charge)
Rabbi

Mordechai Machlis
the Book of Shmuel

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm FOR CHILDREN
Music with Jackie

5:20pm (2 hrs)
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Mondays, 6:30pm
Emotions Anonymous

Faigy 02-571-0632

Mondays, 8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in the
Book of Sh'muel

Note new topic
Please bring a
Tanach with you
(or Sefer Sh'muel)

7:30pm (women)
OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei
9:00am

Rabbi Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:30am
Rabbi Sholom Goldam

Parshat HaShavua

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Resumes July 19th
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler

Mazal Tov
Rabbi & Mrs. Ziegler

on the upcoming
wedding of your

grandson

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler
The Rav on Sh'mot

9:45am (no charge)
Reuven Wolfeld
Sedra Treasures

10:15am
Rabbi Sam Shor

3-part series:
Reading Between the Lines

- Tools for unlocking
Chazal's Hidden Messages

11:15am - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

In-depth Trei Asar

12:15pm - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Hilchot Shabbat

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

10:00am-noon
Dr. Hayim Abramson

Midrash Hashavua

Resumes July 14th
Rabbi Baruch Taub
"Thursday, the Rabbi

gave his Drasha"

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current Events
in the Weekly Haftara

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make this shiur a reality

12:15-1:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

Telling His Story

3:00-5:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

2:00pm (2 hrs)
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
The Book of Nechemiya

Chumash with M'forshim

7:00pm (3 hrs)
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

A Different Kind of Parsha
Shi‘ur: Learning Jewish

Philosophy through
Parshat HaShavua

8:00pm (no charge)

Rabbi Zelig Pliskin

Classes and shiurim at/of
the OU Israel Center

are components of
OU Israel's Project Yedid,

Project L'Ayla,
and the

Avrom Silver Jerusalem
College for Adults
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My Shteiblech is a portal of information using Social Media, set up and
managed by Benjy Singer ... info on learning, cultural and social programmes and activities
in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv... for English speakers. Some Ivrit, too. Sign up for our Newsletter
eepurl.com/CcIAH Facebook details upon sign-up Twitter: @myshteiblech
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Well over 1000 audio and video
shiurim for listening and

downloading plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

Did The Spies' Mission
Benefit Moshe?

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

"G-D spoke to Moshe, 'Send men for
yourself (LECHA), to spy out the
land...'" (Bamidbar 13:2). At the
beginning of Parshat Lech Lecha
(B'reshit 12), Rashi comments that the
word LECHA (for yourself) means
"for your personal benefit". When
G-D told Avraham to go to the Holy
Land, it was for Avraham Avinu's
benefit, because his life would
improve in Pisgat Ze'ev. 
Rabbenu Bechayei says that we can
apply this interpretation to the same
word in our verse. But how was the
mission of the Spies to Moshe's
benefit? After all, the result of the
Spies' disastrous mission was that the
Jewish People had to remain in the
desert for an extra 39 years, instead of
entering the Holy Land immediately. 

At the end of Parshat Sh'mot (6:1),
Rashi says that G-D had already
decreed that Moshe could not enter
the Holy Land, as punishment for his
complaint, "Why did you do evil to

this people?" Thus, as soon as the
Jewish People were ready and able to
enter the Land, Moshe would have to
die. Had it not been for the negative
report of the Spies, Israel would have
been in the Holy Land 39 years
sooner. So Moshe would have died
then, at the age of 81. It was
obviously to Moshe's benefit to
remain alive for another 39 years. As
the Mishna in Avot states, "One hour
of Teshuva and good deeds in this
world is more precious than the entire
World to Come". 

The Jewish People also had a
tremendous benefit, because we had
the pleasure and privilege of seeing
the Shechina on Moshe's face for an
additional 39 years. 

The lesson of the Spies is that every
cloud has a silver lining. Thus, the
Hebrew word NEGA NUN-GIMEL-
AYIN, which means Plague, are the
same letters for the Hebrew word
ONEG, which means pleasure. 
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Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

Ed. note: The following article was
officially written for B'haalot'cha.
Because we are producing this issue
a bit earlier than usual, we could
not wait for Rabbi Wein's Sh'lach
piece to appear on RabbiWein.com 

However, the message of this article
is so suited for Sh'lach - in fact, the
problems that led to the Sin of the
Spies are to be found in the second
half of B'haalot'cha - that we con-
sider this article perfectly timely
and quite powerful.

Somehow, things start to go very
wrong for Moshe and the Jewish
people regarding their sojourn in
the desert of Sinai, on their way to
the Promised Land of Israel. The
defec- tion of Yitro, though for
honorable and seemingly noble
reasons, weakens the resolution of
the rest of Israel to somehow enter
and conquer their God-given
homeland.

The rabbis warned us that wise
people and leaders should be very
careful as to what they say publicly
and privately. This certainly applies
to what they do and how people will
view their behavior and decisions in
life.

We always feel that leaders are
somehow entitled to a private life as
well, distinct from their public
persona. However, we also all know
that that is not really true and that
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052-458-8631
ajviva42@gmail.com

private decisions taken by public
figures have a great, if even only
subliminal, influence on the general
public that they serve.

There were elements within the
Jewish people that reasoned that if
Yitro, the father-in-law of Moshe
and one of the outstanding and
prominent converts to Judaism, felt
that dwelling in the Land of Israel is
not really for him, then there will be
many others among the masses of
Israel that will justify their refusal to
enter the Land of Israel as just
being a case of following his
example.

And so, because the great vision of
the Jewish homeland promised to
their forefathers was no longer
paramount in their lives, some of
the people began to gripe and
complain about all sorts of personal
absurdities. This eventually led to
open rebellion against God and
against Moshe that doomed that
generation to destruction and death
in the desert of Sinai.

Without going into specifics or
mentioning names, I am always
astounded by how former political
leaders here in Israel, even those
who attained high office and are
now freelancing and lecturing their
way around the world, take it upon
themselves to be openly critical -
and many times unfairly so - of the
government, state and people of
Israel.

Can it be that they do not realize
the direct and subliminal harm that

they inflict upon our cause and our
future? This must be the case,
since I cannot imagine that they
have truly evil intentions with
pursuing this type of behavior. They
mean well and have legitimate
reasons for their opinions and
statements.

But they have forgotten the adage
of the rabbis that I quoted above -
wise men should be careful with
their words and actions. Other
people are listening and are
influenced - and one may even
inadvertently grant aid and succor
to those who wish to destroy us and
our nation. It does not take much in
our world to have people begin
murmuring in dissatisfaction about
Jews, Judaism, Israel, Torah and
even God, so to speak.

One must always see the big
picture and not be overwhelmed by
the imperfections and difficult
issues that are part of our
existence, and in fact, of life itself.
Retaining our faith in our cause and
our beliefs and using good judg-
ment in what we say and do will
certainly stand all of us in good
stead. 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

The Hillel Gluch Ingrown Toenail Center
Treatment of and permanent solutions

for ingrown toenails!
Also offering general 
podiatric treatments

Private Clinic in Jerusalem
02-624-9004
Kupat Cholim Maccabi
patients only in kupa clinics
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals

ITZHAK KOTLER Since 1978

(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877
See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Maharal on the Sedra
The Adjustable Screen
Bamidbar 14:34 - You will bear your
sin forty years, one year for every
day you toured the Land, and you
will know tenuati  [my turning away,
my movement].

Rashi - You moved your hearts away
from Me. Tenua means turning
aside.

Gur Arye - It does not mean that
Hashem turns aside, but rather,
tenuati is "your turning away from
Me."  There is  a screen between
Him and His creations, and the
revelation of His Glory happened
exclusively at Mount Sinai, which
was the only time the screen was
removed.  Turning aside above is
not Hashem turning away, but rather
an opacification of the screen, a
thickening and solidification, which
depends on the deeds of man. 

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

A classic and very busy ParshaPix Y Mad
Magazine's Spy vs. Spy, which we can apply
to the 10 black Meraglim vs. the 2 white ones.
They are carrying a bomb... which is similar to
a grenade, RIMON in Hebrew, one of the fruits
that the Meraglim brought back Y The author
of Spy vs. Spy signed his name in Morse
code. Here we have Kalev's call in Morse -
ALO NA'ALEH Y 6 and the i need to be read
in Hebrew and English respectively - SHEI-
SHAI, one of the Y'LIDEI ANAK who lived in
Hevron Y The compass represents the
directions that Moshe sent the Meraglim Y

The grapes refer to the timing: "...And the
days were the days of the ripening of the
grapes." Y Next to the grapes is the logo of
the IDF's NACHAL unit - with the grapes it
gives NACHAL ESHKOL Y See if the Land
has trees, IM AYIN, or not. Switch the initial
ALEFs of IM AYIN to AYINs and the question
becomes: Is there a tree with an eye? Y

Emblem of the Ministry of Tourism and the
logo of Carmel-Mizrachi Wines Y Menashe's
scout was Gadi (goat) ben (Uncle Ben), Sus-E
(horse with an E) Y Flour (flower), Olive Oyl,
and wine (R' Wein) are for the MENACHOT
and N'SACHIM presented in the sedra Y

Challah stands for the mitzva of CHALLAH Y

Tzitzit with T'cheilet Y Near Olive Oyl's right
foot is Murex Trunculus, most likely the source
of T'cheilet... Y Right above MT is Perry
White, editor of the Daily Planet. Here he
represents the white strings of Tzitzit Y The
heart with the eyes combine the two warnings
of not to follow the evil temptations of your
heart and eyes Y Wood gathered on Shabbat
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and the stone used to execute the Shabbat
desecrater Y window with red ribbon hanging
from it is the sign for Yehoshua's army to
spare the lives of Rachav and her family (from
the haftara) Y Emblem of Jewish (Boy)
Scouts, sort of a description of the Meraglim...
Y The letter i inside another i stands for AYIN
B'AYIN Y Steam shovel is a play on
LACHPOR HAARETZ, to "dig" the land, also
to scout it out (as in the haftara) Y SF, the
logo of the San Francisco Giants. The
meraglim reported that they had seen giants in
the Land. So too the logo of the New York
Giants football team Y The large YUD is from
the word YIGDAL in Bamidbar 14:17 Y Laurel
and Hardy, known in Hebrew as HaShamein
V'haRazeh, the fat and the thin - part of
Moshe's instructions to the Meraglim was to
check out the land... Y Levi Eshkol - Eshkol in
the sedra refers to the cluster of grapes the
Meraglim brought back with them and to the

name of place they got it from Y Rubeus
Hagrid (from Harry Potter) is the son of a giant
(from his mother's side) - he is one of the
Y'LIDEI HAANAK Y Heart with the letters Ca
on it. Ca is neither Calcium nor California -
rather, it is a syllable to be followed by the
Hebrew for heart, making CaLev Y At the
bottom, to the right of Stan and Ollie is the
municipal seal of the city of Yericho (haftara)
Y Pistol is an Israeli made Jericho 941 Y

Upper-right: A's = EIZ is a goat less than 1 yr
old as a CHATAT Y P.A.L. T-shirt is a PALTI,
as in spy from Binyamin Y The recycling bin
marked with a NUN is BIN-NUN Y plant is a
Rose of Jericho (haftara) Y Following parshat
Tzitzit, which ends the sedra, in a standard
Chumash, there is a triple PEI. PEI = 80.
PEI-79 = 1, ALEF. PEI/2=40, MEM, PEIx5
=400, TAV. That spells EMET, which follows
parshat Tzitzit in the siddur Y Rimonim, as
they took from the rimonim...
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Chesed Fund
No Chagim due for a few months,

but the mitzva of Tzedaka is always with us
Please help us help 30 families and individuals
Please make checks out to "Chessed Fund",
send them to Israel Center Chesed Fund

 att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

8
FUN

PLACES
TO SHOP
Stop by

often;
new items
all the time

Photo-magnets for your Simcha

TtRiDdLeS
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

Jerusalem (3 stores)
•15 Malchei Yisrael in G eula

•Rechov Lunz right of f  Ben Yehuda
Midrachov in the center of  town

•Kanf ei Nesharim 64

Ramat Beit Shemesh
•RBS Alef  Shopping Center

Bnei Braq •Rabbi Akiva Street

Ra'anana •R' Achuza 110

Rishon L'Tziyon •Kenyon HaB'eir

Efrat Dekel Shopping Center

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (B'haalot'cha) TTriddles:

[1] A guy's initial increases 50-fold
gimatriya-wise in nine p'sukim -
but he's a different guy

In Bamidbar 10:20, the name of the nasi
of B'nei Gad is Elyasaf ben D'u'el. In
pasuk 29, Moshe's father-in-law is
identified as Chovav ben R'u'el. The
initial of Elyasaf's father is DALET = 4.
Chovav's father's initial is 50 times that -
REISH = 200. This D'u'el and this R'u'el
are two different people. But, R'u'el is

an alternate name for D'u'el. The father
of Elyasaf is called D'u'el four times and
once he is called R'u'el. So, R'u'el is the
father of Elyasaf, the father of Chovav,
also another name for Yitro himself, a
son of Eisav, and a descendant of
Binyamin.
[2] 19 p'sukim, 26 days

29 p'sukim, 36 days. I cannot figure out
how I messed up both the pasuk count
and the day count. But... Bamidbar 9:5
states that Bnei Yisrael brought the first
annual Korban Pesach on the 14th of
Nissan, one year out of Egypt. 29
p'sukim later, the Torah tells us that the
People got their first traveling oders
from Sinai on the 20th of Iyar, 26 days
after bringing the Korban Pesach. The
fact of the matter is the Torah does not
mention many dates, so when they are
mentioned they are noteworthy - and
can lead to a TTriddle.

[3] FPTL: 300,000

SH'LOSH MEI'OT ELEF = 300+30+300
(630) + 40+1+6+400 (447) + 1+30+80
(111) = 1188, as in TT 1188 for
B'haalot'cha 5776, last week's issue.
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Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

B'haalot'cha *
A Second Chance
I was in a total fog during my first
year in high school. I am
convinced that my experience then
was not unique. I entered a
strange school, much larger than
the one I had attended previously,
and was not given the benefit of
any orientation to the new
environment. I did not know what
to expect and I was not informed

about what was expected of me. I
struggled academically and
socially. But I knew one thing, and
that was that I liked to write, and I
sought to learn how to do so.

Toward the end of the year, I
learned that there was a special
track in the English department for
those who were interested in
writing. The track was called
"Journalism for Sophomores" and
was open to those who did well in
their freshman English courses.
But as I said, I was in a fog that
freshman year and was merely
passing freshman English.

Nevertheless, I applied for entry
into the journalism class. I was
turned down. But I persisted and
made it my business to arrange for
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SALES
• OLD KATAMON (Nili)
Near HaPalmach, 4 rms,
1 floor, beautifully reno-
vated, quiet, pleasant and bright,  sukka
balcony, highly recommended! 
2,790,000 NIS

• RASKO (Shimoni) 4-rm duplex, 80m, 
lovely garden, private entrance, high
ceilings, bright & pleasant. 2,250,000NIS 

• GERMAN COLONY Arab house,
130m, 1st fl, 4 exposures, bright & quiet,
high ceilings, huge garden (in use), huge
potential! 4,600,000NIS 

• OLD KATAMON, (Bruriah St.),
walking distance 'Shtiblach' & Emek
Refaim.  80m, 3.5 rms, 1st fl, high
ceilings, large living room, spacious and
bright, quiet. 2,650,000NIS

• OLD KATAMON, (HaLamed Hei), 
4 rooms, 90m, full of potential, 
stone building, parking. 2,790,000NIS

• GIVAT MORDECHAI 4 rms, 90m,
private entrance, 120m garden, parking
and storage + generating unit with a
separate entrance, highly recommended,
near synagogues. 3,200,000NIS 

• SHAAREI CHESED (Diskin St.) 4-rm
duplex, 110m, 3rd fl w/Shabbat elevator,
bright, nice view, parking, 3,000,000NIS 

• YEMIN MOSHE (Malchi) unique, lots
of character, 220m cottage, pvt garden,
balconies, view to Old City Walls
8,700,000 NIS 

RENTALS
Selection of apartments 2,3,4,5 rms
for rent throughout Jerusalem for
long-term, immediate occupancy

Tal 02-566-6218

an interview with Mr. Joe Brown,
the instructor for the journalism
class and also the advisor for the
student newspaper.

I will never forget Mr. Brown
because he was impressed by my
perseverance and gave me a
second chance, explaining that
many freshmen often become
overwhelmed by the novelty of
their new environment and don’t
always excel to their full potential.
He would allow me into the elite
journalism class, on condition that
I would prove myself by doing
extra essays, and doing them well,
during the first six weeks of the
semester.

I fulfilled his conditions and spent
not one, but three years, in the
special journalism section under
his tutelage. I enjoyed it, learned a
great deal, became one of the
editors of the prize-winning
student newspaper, and was
elected editor-in-chief of the senior
yearbook. To this day, every time I
put a pencil to paper or fingers to a
computer keyboard, I think of Joe
Brown.

In Parshat B'haalot'cha, we read of
a group of people who, like me,
were unable to fulfill their
responsibilities the first time
around. In their case, it was the
mitzva of bringing the Korban
Pesach on the fourteenth day of
the month of Nisan which they
failed to do. For them, it was not
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Responsible, bilingual teenager
can tutor 5th-8th graders

in Math, English,
and/or Hebrew

Also available for translating
Call Dvir 058-689-3385

the strangeness of a new school
that prevented them from doing
the mitzva properly. Rather it was
because "they were unclean,
having come into contact with a
dead body, so that they could not
do the 'Pesach' on that day"
(Bamidbar 9:6).

They could easily have taken the
approach of shrugging their
shoulders and saying something
like, "We tried our best, but
circumstances were such that we
were unable to perform the Korban
Pesach. We have a good excuse,
so let's move on."

But that was not their reaction.
Instead, "they came before Moshe
and before Aharon on that day."
They wanted, nay demanded, a
second chance.

"Unclean though we are by reason
of a corpse, why must we be
debarred from presenting the
Lord's offering at its set time with
the rest of the Israelites?" (9:7)
They persisted and insisted upon
having the same benefits of the
rest of the people, those who did
not suffer the set of circumstances
that denied this particular group of
men this type of privilege.

Most fascinating is the fact that
Moshe did not know what to tell
them. As far as I can tell, this is
the first time in the Torah, and
quite possibly the first time in the
history of the human race, that a
group of people asked for a

second chance. Moshe was
unaware of a precedent for the
privilege that this group was
requesting. So Moshe, having the
kind of access that none of us has
today to the Divine, said to them,
"Stand by, and let me hear what
instructions the Lord gives about
you" (9:8).

The Lord gave them a second
chance. He told Moshe that,
forevermore in the history of the
Jewish people, when individuals
are faced with circumstances that
prevent them from bringing the
Korban Pesach in its proper time,
"they shall offer it in the second
month." God, in His infinite mercy,
gave a second chance, a kind of a
do-over session, to a group of
people who could have easily
given up, but who did not want to
be left out, and therefore
persevered in their search for a
spiritual privilege.

There is so much to be learned
from this story. Although we
cannot play God, we can certainly
emulate Him and give others a
second chance. We need not
strictly enforce all of our rules, but
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Eiferman Properties Ltd
Real Estate & Investment Agency

OLD KATAMON 1 4 0 m  + 5 5 m  u n it,  S u ccah ,
elev ato r  + ex tr as !
KIRYAT S HMUEL Ren o v ated ,  2  b ed rm ,  s u ccah
RECHAVIA (Ab arb an el)  Ren o v ated ,  2  b d rm ,  s u ccah
WOLFS ON 4  b ed ro o m s .  3  b ath ro o m s ,  v iew,  
S h ab b at e lev ato r ,  s to rag e ro o m ,  p ark in g !
HAR NOF: 4 -8  rm  ap ts  an d  v illas
TALBIEH -  1 .  Pr iv ate  Villa  -  4 0 0 m  + b ld g  r ig h ts
2 .  Bu ild in g : 4  s to rey  + b u ild in g  r ig h ts
3 .  Ren o v ated  3  b ed ro o m s . ,  S u ccah ,  4  ex p o s u res !
NACHLA'OT-  S p ectacu lar  4 0 0 m  v illa
MORAS HA -  n ear  Old  City -  Mag n if icen t 3 6 5 m
co ttag e,  g ard en ,  p ark in g ,  o p tio n  fo r  2  co ttag es
GIVAT HAMIVTAR: 3 6 0 m  Villa  + two  u n its

VILLAS  AND LAND FOR S ALE
IN JERUS ALEM S UBURB

RENTALS : S HAAREI  CHES ED -  co ttag e,  1 9 5 m ,  
5  b ed ro o m s ,  g ard en  + b alco n y .  View.  Im m ed iate
OLD KATAMON -  r en o v ated  2  b d rm s .  fu rn is h ed ,
q u iet an d  g reen !
TALBIEH -  b eau tifu l,  r en o v ated ,  2  b d rm ,  v iew
CITY CENTER -  2  b d rm s . ,  g ard en ,  r en o v ated ,  p k in g
WOLFS ON VILLA -  1 5 0 m ,  s u k k a,  p ark in g

Ch eck  o u r  w eb s i t e  fo r  RES ALES  an d  ad d i t i o n a l  PROJ ECTS
www.eif erm an realty .co m

Can 't  f in d  wh at y o u  wan t?  Call u s  (0 2 )  6 5 1 -4 0 3 0

can recognize that there are
circumstances in the lives of men
that prevent them from doing the
right thing the first time around and
who therefore require a little
"slack”.

But the great lesson for me in the
story is the value of perseverance,
of not taking no for an answer, but
continuing to knock upon the
doors of opportunity. These men
who were "unclean because of
their contact with a corpse" are
among the heroes (in their case,
unnamed heroes) of the entire
biblical narrative. Had they not
persevered, we would never have
learned of the Almighty's provision
of a Pesach Sheni, an opportunity
to compensate for the excusable
failure to do it right the first time.

So I learned much from Mr. Joe
Brown about how an empathic
teacher can bring out the best in a
confused youngster. But I also
learned, very early in my own life,
about the value of persistence.

Tis a lesson you should heed,
Try, try again.
If at first you don't succeed,
Try, try again.

I am tempted at this point to hold a
contest and offer a prize to the
reader who can identify the source
of that famous quote. But I will
forego that temptation and tell you
that it was first published in A
Teacher's Manual, by early

nineteenth century educator
Thomas H. Palmer.

Or in the words of another relative
unknown, William Ward:

Four steps to achievement:
plan purposefully,
prepare prayerfully,
proceed positively,
pursue persistently.

Or, finally, in the words of the
famous Goethe:

In the realm of ideas everything
depends on enthusiasm; in the
real world, all rests on
perseverance. 
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Schocketino
Catering

Un d e r th e
supervision

of
u-Israel

Mehadrin

Pareve
and

Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Ba r/Ba t M itzva
S h e va  Bra ch o t
Anniversary

Fa mi ly g a th e rin g

Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

Shalom Pollack Tour guide

Experience • Knowledge • Passion
Shalompollack613@gmail.com • www.shalom pollack tours.co.il

052-235-2724        What a country!
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Halacha and Medicine,
Changing Together
Last time we discussed how male
fertility is on the decline, meaning
that the results of semen analysis
shows a continual decrease over the
past few years. However this is not
necessarily accompanied by a decrease
in the number of children born. As we
discussed last time this has led to a
rethinking of the definition of a fertile
and infertile man. The definition of
male fertility has changed significantly
over the past few years. In fact, in the
recent Annual Meeting of the
American Society for Reproductive
Medicine a paper suggested that even
a man who has as low a sperm count
as one million per milliliter is still a
candidate for insemination. This is
quite surprising since this is 20 times
less than the number usually accepted
as the threshold for male fertility.

This has a halachic relevance as well
since the question is often posed to us
at Puah as to whether a couple should
move on to in-vitro fertilization or skip
over the stage of insemination
altogether. In order to answer this
question we have to take into account
many factors; previous medical
history, maternal age etc. But one of
the most important determining
factors is the results of any semen
analysis performed. We follow the
directives that emanate from the
medical community and so when the

doctor claims that IUI will not work
and we must move onto IVF we are
likely to agree.

However the doctor often bases their
suggestions on the results of the
semen analysis as well. In addition
many doctors do not really encourage
couples to undergo IUI as this has less
success rates than IVF. Recently there
was a discussion among reproductive
experts in the US as to whether they
should stop performing IUI at all since
they are not productive when taking
into account the cost and the benefits.

But if recent studies have shown
success with lower sperm numbers
should we be reconsidering the
efficacy of this treatment? If so does
the halacha follow the medical lead? In
other words if there is a medical
benefit from performing an insemina-
tion should we not permit IVF unless
this route has first been tried and
exhausted?

This is interesting for two reasons;
first it shows that medicine and
halacha must proceed hand in hand. As
medical thinking changes so does
halachic permissibility. In addition this
shows how critical it is to continue to
educate the Rabbis regarding medical
advances and the shifts in approach
among the doctors to enable them to
give a relevant and current p'sak. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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www.gabairealestate.com
EFRAT, DEKEL

Stunning freestanding house for sale. Close to
500m on approx 1 dunam plot! Located in
established and convenient neighborhood. On a
beautiful and exclusive dead end street, 5 minute
walk to the shopping center and down the block
from the famous park ha’asor. Surrounded by
greenery, pastoral views, vast backyard, more
than 6 bedrooms, amazing home

JERUSALEM
TALBIEH The perfect Jerusalem getaway!
Literally across from the Jerusalem Theater, and
a quick walk to Emek Refaim. 3 bedrooms plus
safe room being added Pvt entrance, beautiful
garden. Wheel chair accessible, renovated
gorgeously with exceptional taste. American style
kosher kitchen, underfloor heating and central
A/C. Asking: 3,950,000NIS

BEST INVESTMENT IN JERUSALEM
OLD KATAMON 3rd floor, renovated, 3 beds 
2 full baths, Sukah balcony, near all the shops
amazing price per sqm. Asking 2,200,000NIS
rented out for 6,500 - excellent ROI for the
neighborhood
OLD KATAMON 106m in Tabu, rare, 4 bedroom
apartment, parking, storage, second floor with
elevator renovated nicely. Asking 3,500,000NIS

GERMAN COLONY, 1st floor, 3 bedrooms,
Sukah balcony, high ceilings, a lot of charm, needs
work Asking 2,800,000NIS 
ARNONA GARDEN APARTMENT! 1.5 bedrms,
nice living area, private registered 120m garden, 
2 parking spots and private storage, 
excellent condition. Under 2,000,000 NIS

MEKOR CHAYIM in a luxury building with a
pool and gym, an excellent 135m apartment with 4
bedrooms, an enormous living area, Sukah porch, 
2 elevators one of which is for Shabbat, parking
and storage. Asking: 3,700,000NIS

RENTAL - OLD KATAMON Haportzim Street.
Beautifully renovated 2 bedroom apartment, fully
furnished, on the 1st floor of a gorgeous jerusalem
stone building, quiet sukkah balcony, for
immediate occupancy asking: 6,500NIS

                                 
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

 cont. from page 4

received the Torah and entered into
a very special and unique relation-
ship with HaShem.

Without going into details of the
Golden Calf fiasco and the many
other times we 'angered' G-d, let us
now get on track with Parshat
Sh'lach and focus on Cheit HaMerag-
lim.

Before we do that, let us say the
following:

At the Seder, we proclaim B'CHOL
DOR VADOR... in every generation, a
person is obligated to view himself
as if he actually came out of Egypt.

This concept does not stop with
reliving the Exodus. We find it
expressed again with Matan Torah.
BAYOM HAZEH - not BAYOM HAHU -
to teach us that Torah should be
fresh in our eyes as if we received it
today.

You can apply this to many episodes
in Jewish History. Even the notion
that "Any generation in whose time
the Beit HaMikdash is not rebuilt, it is
as if it were destroyed then."

And on and on and on. Judaism is
not about 'once upon a time a long
time ago' - it is about fresh, newish
experiences.

Which now brings us back to Sh'lach.

We can apply the B'CHOL DOR



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1189  z  p age  50     SH'LACH 5776

 We sometimes take less credit for
our successes in order to feel less
responsibility for our failures.

 We must not despise a level of
knowledge as "lower" after we
have used it to ascend to a higher
level.

 "Mood" spelled backwards is ...

 The trick is to be open-minded and
still have a creed.

from "A Candle by Day" by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein z"l
www.createspace.com/4492905

zFi §d «¦l    m¤zi¦i §d«¦e
These two words from the end of
Parshat Tzitzit at the end of Sh'lach
and at the end of the third passage of
the Sh'ma, need some fine-tuning on
our part to pronounce them properly.
When a HEI has a SH'VA under it, that
SH'VA is ALWAYS NACH. Never NA.
That means that the HEI behaves just
like a MAPIK-HEI at the end of a word.
You sound the HEI but give it no
vowel sound. First syllables here are
VIH and LIH. VIHHH-YITEM and LIHHH-
YOT. Avoid says V'HI and L'HI. And
avoid swallowing the HEIs and not
pronouncing them. Not VIYITEM and
not LIYOT. It's subtle and not easy to
say properly. But it's kind of important
because we are supposed to say the
Sh'ma with great care.

VADOR idea - but it has an important
twist (tell you about it soon).

Put yourself into the situation
described in the sedra. Yehoshua
and Kalev and ten other prominent
leaders of the people return from a
40 day fact-find mission to the Land
to which G-d is taking the people.
We are all nervous. And we listen
carefully to the Meraglim give their
reports. 

Let's not here dwell on the facts they
presented. Let us look at their
conclusions.

Kalev (and Yehoshua) basically said,
Let's Go to the Land, because we can
do it. Then  Shamu'a, Shafat, Yigal,
Palti, Gadi'el, Gadi, Amiel, S'sur,
Nachbi, and G'u'el (if we can use
their first names - I know a Yigal or
two, some Gadis, and an Amiel - not
the other names) said, No we can't
go there. The indigenous people are
to strong, the land will eat us up... 

Okay, let's do the B'CHOL DOR
VADOR thing. And here is the first
part of the twist: More than our
reliving the Exodus and Maamad Har
Sinai and internalizing and person-
alizing them, with the scene above
there is a question to add to the
reliving part: Would you have
panicked like the entire adult male
population at that time and wail
about why G-d took us out of Egypt
and brought us to the Midbar and
now we are supposed to go into that
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CLO SE TO  BAKA - GO O D DEAL! - new project
2/3/4/5 rooms, elevator, with large balconies, parking,
starting at 1, 280,000NIS

GREAT INVESTMENT IN ARNO NA - Beautiful
2.5 rooms, 60m, modern building,120m private
garden, storage, 2 parking, Exclusive, 1,990,000NIS

MEKO R CHAYIM - Nice, 4 rooms, stone building,
third floor, 2 succah balconies, renovated, bright,
storage, parking, Exclusive - 2,150,000NIS

REHAVIA, 4 rooms, stone building, large succa
balcony, renovated, master bedroom, 2,600,000NIS

CLO SE TO  BAKA WITH GARDEN - 4 rooms,
120m, private garden, beautifully renovated, master
bedroom, 2 parkings, storage, 3,450,000NIS

SAN SIMO N CLO SE TO  THE PARK - Penthouse
6 rms,160m, Shab. elevator, large succa balcony with
view, good shape, quiet, pkng, storage, 4,500,000NIS

O LD KATAMO N WITH GARDEN - 150m, 5
large rooms, ground floor of Arabic style, garden,
private entr., high ceilings, for renovation, parking

terrible place; better to go back to
Egypt.

Or would you step forward and
stand with Kalev and Yehoshua with
the faith and confidence in G-d that
if this is what He is asking of us, then
of course we will prevail.

The truth is, we can say what we
hope we would have done then, but
no one can know how he would
have reacted. It makes the B'CHOL
DOR VADOR part very hard.

And here's what makes the B'CHOR
DOR VADOR easier. It's the second
part of the twist. It might be difficult
imagining oneself back in Egypt, just
free of slavery. It might be difficult to
put yourself at the foot of Har Sinai
and relive that experience.

But as difficult as it would be to
imagine yourself on the threshold of
the Land of Israel back in summer of
2449, it should not be that difficult
(unless you make it so) to see that in
summer of 5776, many Jews around
the world are on the threshold of
Eretz Yisrael and are hearing a
modern version of the reports of the
Meraglim and a modern version of
the call to Aliya by Kalev ben
Yefuneh and Yehoshua bin Nun.

The Meraglim said about Eretz
Yisrael, "It's a nice place to visit, but
we wouldn't want to live there." That
exact statement or something very
much like it, has been said over and
over again by countless Jews

throughout our history.

And many other Jews throughout
the years have said, Let's Go! This is
what G-d wants of us. And it that's
what He wants then He will see to it
that we succeed. Just don't rebel
against G-d.

B"H, many Jews have made Aliya
over the years - before Statehood,
but especially since. And everyone of
those Jews has cheered Kalev on and
has rejected the Ten.

But many Jews have yet to come.
Some have valid reasons, but many
have yet to realize that we not only
get a chance to relive this crucial
episode, but to actually change the
outcome. 
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dẍ ¥d §n g ©l §W ¦Y ¤W Epi«¥zFa£̀ i ¥dŸl|̀ ¥e Epi«¥dŸl| ¡̀ 'd Li«¤pẗ §N ¦n oFvẍ i ¦d§i
mi ¦lFg ©l sEB ©d z ©̀ Et §xE W¤t«¤P ©d z ©̀ Et §x m ¦i «©nẌ ©d o ¦n dn̈ ¥l §W d῭ Et §x

dkln za lfiix dxy
dxetv zxt` za xzq` libia`

zex dfil` za dilb dkxa
daix deg za zxt` dpix daia`

dkln za dig
dnela za dwax

lfiix dig xzq`  za lhib
hpri za xzq`

cakei deg za z`xtz diced
Menya Leba bat Yitta Chaya

Dahlia Margalit bat Rut
Malla bat Toba

Sora Rivka bat Esther Chana
Shoshana bat Rachel

Aharon ben Muriel
Leibish ben Gittel

Yitzchak ben Basha
Yaakov ben Libby
dlib oa dyn mdxa`

dnela dhpi oa iav miig
dgepn dpyey oa miig sqei wepiz

dlgn dkln oa sqei
xrepil` oa oerny oprx

hki oa lkin l`igi awri
d`l dhi` oa dyn

dxy oa ozi`
dliia oa mgexi l`eny

d`l oa lieelre xy`
d`l oa xy` oinipa

ep`p oa l`ipc
d`l lgx oa xfril` jepg

decg oa dcedi
dpyey oa mdxa` l`wfgi

dli'v lqiif oa l`xyi
rbiit oa ail sqei wgvi oinipa

.l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i ¥lFg x ῭ §W KFz §A

Bamidbar 14:37 tells us of the
demise of the Ten Meraglim:

u ¤x ̀̈ d̈Îz©A ¦c i ¬¥̀¦vF «n mi ½¦Wp̈ £̀ «̈d ÆEz ª̧nÏ©e
:'d i¬¥p§t ¦l d̈t¥B ©O©A d ®̈rẍ

And the men who spread the evil
report about the Land died in a
plague before HaShem.

That's what happened to the Ten.
600,000 others were fated to die out
during the 40 year sojourn in the
Midbar.

We often forget that when we speak
of that generation dying out, we are
referring to the adult males.

The women of that generation were
not involved in the devastation of
the Sin of the Spies.

The women, it seems, had a very
different attitude about the prospect
of crossing the Jordan and living in
Eretz Yisrael. The five sisters who
epitomize the exact opposite of the
Meraglim are the daughters of
Tz'lofchad.

d ½̈rŸp d´̈l§g ©n ei ½̈zŸp §A zFń §W Æd ¤N ¥̧̀ §e...
:d«̈v §x¦z§e d̈M §l ¦nE d¬l̈§bg̈§e

This partial pasuk from Bamidbar
27:1 has the same Gimatriya
(numeric value) as the above pasuk.

There is a sort of balance between
the nay-sayers and those who
enthusiastically displayed their love
for Eretz Yisrael even without yet
having gone there.

On which side of the balance are
you? This is our ongoing challenge
throughout the generations.
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RE/MAX Vision "Our vision... fulfilling your dream"
Buying or selling? • Free Market analysis

Our professional team of 26 agents are ready to help you!
(02) 673-1661 • www.remaxjerusalem.com
Exclusive listings with RE/MAX Vision...

State of the Art apt in the center of Jerusalem,
minutes from the Great Synagogue, Ben Yehuda
& Old City,  panoramic  Old City views, ultimate

luxury, custom-designed 3 room apt, unique
built-in features, custom stereo sound system

throughout. 2 full bathrooms, spacious and full of
light, In one of the most exclusive bldgs in the

city, with private swimming pool, saunas, private
underground parking and 24 hr security guard. 

• Orna Even Parker- 054-621-6069

German Colony - Authentic Jerusalem Charm
in this luxurious private, 200m pent-cottage, 

Old Arab-style home (next to Hartman Institute),
6 rooms on 3 levels (chairlift ready) with

3 beautiful balconies (2 sukkah) and amazing
views, private parking in tabu. renovated to the

highest architectural standards, Near parks,
shopping, Emek Refa'im, shuls & more.

Orna Even Parker-054-621-6069

Incredible Investment in French Hill- 4 rooms,
well maintained, amazing price- immediate

occupancy, only 1,450,000NIS
Nelly -052-476-4356

Heart of Talbieh / City Center
Mendele Street, Luxurious, Bright, spacious

apartment, totally renovated, move in condition,
1st floor, (with elevator), 100m, totally renovated
3 bedroom (4 room) with 3 bathrooms, en suite

master bedroom, kosher kitchen, modern
conveniences, Can sleep up to 10 people.

All furnishings and appliances can remain.
Perfect vacation home or investment

opportunity, Easy walk to Kotel, City Center,
Great Synagogue, OU Center, transportation.

Felicia Mizrachi- 054-240-4082

Kiryat Yovel - Huge Villa for sale on Shemaryahu
Levin, amazingly spacious, built on 3 floors, 20 rms
with 560m, 350m built. Great opportunity with one

of the best return on investment in the market
today: 8 rooms, 4 bathrooms, mamad, 2 private

parking areas, storage-room, need renovation, in
addition there are 4 units of 3 rooms each. gardens

and balconies surrounding the entire house,
excellent location, amazing, pastoral breathtaking

view of Eïin Kerem and the Jerusalem Forest!
Additional building rights optional.

Only 6,900,000NIS • Yossi Levi 050-782-2922

Ramot 06 - Gorgeous Single FamilyVilla, Private
and extraordinary corner property, Great

location, 510m, on a 790m lot. 12 spacious rooms
incl. 2 master bedrooms, gym, office with private
entrance, heated pool, central a/c, security alarm
system, covered parking, huge well kept garden,
luxurious kitchen, spacious living room, private

dining room, walking distance to the shuls,
commercial center, public transport and more,
Available immediately • 7,500,000NIS (flexible)

Aviad Lahav 054-636-0816

Old City - Rare Opportunity, Charming 5 room
apartment in the Old City Jewish Quarter,

Private rooftop and porch with magnificent view
of the Temple mount. Private entrance. 3 floors

Chana Kohler, 058-465-6512

Fantastic Villa, Tzur Hadassah  - your dream
come true. Lovely garden overlooking the green
Judean mountains. Four floors, 2 en-suite units.

infrastructure  for a separate apartment. Well lit,
very quiet, covered terrace. 3 full bathrooms,
Jacuzzi, large open plan, entertainment area

with a modern kitchen + mamad.
Possibility for handicapped needs. Close to

Hadassah Ein Kerem and the Moshavim
URGENT SALE • Nelly -052-476-4356



Function & Feel Better NOW
Gentle Chiropractic Care for the whole family

including pregnant women and children
20 years experience • Licensed & Boarded

Jerusalem - Geula and Emek Refaim
Why Wait - CALL TODAY

Dr. Karen Goldsmith - 052-848-6902

Hand-Crafted Leather-Bound Books
Want a fine museum-quality leather-bound book

or wish to restore a family heirloom?
Contact Chaim Spring, master bookbinder

for more than 25 years with over 1000 leather-bound books on display
See our website: bookbindersinternational.com

or call 052-336-4438 for more details • Renaissance Bookbinders

Talbieh/Rehavia. Beautiful long term rental,
Fully furnished, luxury three-room apartment,

2 bathrooms, large balcony, 24-hour guard,
private pool with sauna, storage room,

Shabbat elevator, parking. Only 8500NIS/mo
Chana Kohler 058-465-6512

Great investment in Maalot Dafna - Ground fl,
private entrance, Pastoral split level, 3 room,

70m with potential for expansion. walking
distance to kotel, near shuls and playgrounds,

great investment property
Only 1,600,000NIS

Katherine Amrani  050-553-0043



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1189  z  p age  56    SH'LACH 5776

Please note: Ideally, we would have wanted to put all the
Sh'lach material in the main TT, and the Korach material in
the Pull-Out. But with a hectic set of deadlines for different

parts of this week's issue, we are ending up with a bit (or
more of cross-over. So look through both sections for both

weeks covered by this double issue.

As you are 
making plans for
your summer 
vacation, you 
will also want to
remember the poor and needy
families who need our help for
even basic necessities. We
provide over 200 families with
chicken for Shabbat and other
financial assistance.
Please send your 
donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
J'lem 9118501
tel. (02) 581-0256

From the S'forno Jacob Solomon

KORACH
"Your gift shall be reckoned for you
as the grain of the threshing floor
and as the ripeness of the vat"
(18:27).

The Parsha relates Korach's revolt over
who was eligible for leadership and
privilege, and its aftermath. The latter
includes G-d affirming who indeed
was to be in the inner circle - the
Kohanim, and in the outer circle - the
Leviyim, and in what ways they were
to be supported by the community.
The Kohanim received parts of the
korbanot in the capacity of guests at
G-d's table (S'forno to 18:9), as well as
terumot, bechor beheima, the silver
shekels from pidyon haben, and other
gifts. The Leviyim were supported
with ma'aser, one tenth of the
produce of the other tribes.

In addition, the Leviyim themselves
were required to give a tenth of what
they received to the kohanim as
terumat ma'aser. The Torah declares
that that gift "shall be reckoned for
you as the grain of the threshing floor
and as the ripeness of the vat."

The Halachic explanation is that
terumot are separated when the
produce is ready for use, which is after
the grain has been threshed and the
olive oil and grape juice have been
poured into the vat. At that stage the
produce is mekabel tum'a - capable of
becoming ritually unclean. The donor
has to ensure that it is all kept tahor,
ritually clean, so that the Kohen and
family may consume it in that state. 
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In addition, supporting those who
serve the community in this way
brings wealth to the supporter. The
letters of aser ta'aser (D'varim 14:22)
simultaneously mean "you must give
a tenth" and "give a tenth, and you
will become rich" (Shabbat 119a).
[This point, by the way, is more widely
applied to include today's practice of
giving a tenth of one's income to
tzedaka.] 

It is in this frame that the S'forno
explains "Your gift shall be reckoned
for you as the grain of the threshing
floor and as the ripeness of the vat."
Just as the mandatory Israelite gifts of
grain and oil to Kohanim bring
blessings of prosperity to the donor's
household, so do mandatory Leviyim
gifts to the Kohanim bring blessings
of prosperity to the donor's house-
hold. 

The Torah needs to reaffirm that
blessing for the Leviyim for the
following reason. The Gemara (Taanit
8b) brings a tradition that blessings
generally do not rest on what is set
aside in precise measure, weight, or
number. Teruma, from an Israelite to a
kohen has no precise Torah-ordained
measure. Terumat ma'aser, in
contrast, is fixed at one tenth (18:26).
Therefore the Torah is comparing
terumat ma'aser to teruma to reassure
the Levite that he will receive the
same blessing of affluence as the
Israelite who also gives grain from the
threshing floor and oil and wine from
the press. p
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Shiur Sponsors
Rabbi Breitowitz's Shiur (TUE June 21st)

was sponsored by Mel David
in loving memory of his dear wife Sylvia

d"r dig diev

Mrs. Smiles's Shiur (TUE June 28th)
is sponsored Anonymously for a refuah shlema

for l` ry`glgx za ̀ zi

and by
Esther Shai in honor of

her Mother's Birthday, 5 Tamuz
Happy Birthday Mom! Mrs. Harriet Stavsky

Rabbi Gold's Shiur (TUE June 28th)
is sponsored by Mel David

in loving memory of his dear wife Sylvia
d"r dig diev

 who never missed one of Rabbi Gold's shiurim

Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (TUE July 5th)
is sponsored by Chaya Dunayer

in loving memory of her Father Melvin l"f
 on his 14th yahrzeit, 29 Sivan
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THU September 8th • THU December 15th
WED January 4th • WED March 22nd

Mondays 8:15pm

Wednesdays 8:15pm

Resumes
July 18 & 20

Please note:

Mrs. Shira Smiles
will give her last class

of the season on
TUE June 28th

She will resume, IY"H
after the summer

Watch for announcements

Rabbi Kowalsky
will not be teaching

from Monday, June 27th

He will resume, IYH,
on July 25th



Dr. Maurice E. Joseph
Jewish Video Program

in the Library - 12:30pm - no charge

MON June 27th
Lost Episodes of

Victor Borge
Madcap merriment from

the Clown Prince of Denmark 

TUE June 28th • first time showing
Dr. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg

New Lecture: Apocalypse Now:
The Korach Rebellion

WED June 29th • 1½ hrs. • Main Hall
Above and Beyond

First time showing

In 1948, a group of World War II
pilots from the US, UK, S. Africa and
more, volunteered to fight for Israel

in the War of Independence. They
came to Israel’s rescue at the most

critical time. In second-hand
airplanes, they prevented the

defeat of Israel just as it was being
born. Some made the ultimate

sacrifice. This SUPERB documentary
is the story of these heroic men.
New interviews with the pilots,
historians and statesmen reveal

this incredible history.
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The Israel Center and the Ol d C i ty  Free L oan Associ a ti on
Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in
financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID
Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

UPCOMING
TUE, June 28th • 8:00pm

When Speaking Nice
Words is a Sin!

Why can't I say anything nice
about Muhammad Ali?

with
Torah source sheets
by
Menachem Gottlieb
Admission 20NIS

Special thanks to the movie’s
producer, Nancy Spielberg, and

Nachman Kupietzky whose
generosity made it possible for us to

present this VERY SPECIAL film.

MON July 4th
Rabbi Berel Wein

The World Through the Eyes of Chazal

TUE July 5th • 1½ hrs • subtitles
Mamaleh - Yiddish classic with
Molly Picon - poignant film with

touching “Yiddishe Mama” scenes

WED July 6th • 1¾hrs • Main Hall
Hollywoodism Jews, Movies and the
American Dream - Story of the creators of

Hollywood. Beginnings of film industry
were influenced by the Eastern European

Jewish culture of the movie moguls. “They
wanted to reinvent themselves as

Americans. In the process, they reinvented
America.” One of our most popular films.

A SUPERB movie!



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1189  z  p age  61    SH'LACH 5776

SALES
Hatayasim St. 105m, spacious 2bedroom
apt. renovated, panoramic view, Sukka
balcony, storage, private double parking.
3,850,000NIS

HaRav Berlin Street, unique high ceiling
2.5 bedroom apt. plus three balconies,
94m, elevator, parking, 16m, above
ground machsan - 3,400,000NIS

Balfour Street, well-kept and quiet
building, tastefully renovated, 2
bedrooms, 84m, exit to a small garden,
2,800,000NIS

Achad Ha'am St. - Rooftop apt/
penthouse, small secured bldg, 180m +
60m terrace + 24m studio, parking,
elevator, storage, outstanding view.
$2,550,000
Yehonathan St, beautiful, renovated
duplex. 84m, 3 bedrooms, succah balcony,
private parking, large machsan, Shabbat
elevator, $1,250,000

RENTALS
King George Street, opposite the Great
Synagogue, lovely 3 bedrooms, furnished,
Large balcony facing view, parking,
elevator. Immediate. $2,200 /month

Rashba Street, bright and specious 2
bedrm apt in a well kept building.
renovated, fully furnished, covered
parking, elevator.
Mid-July, 7,500NIS/month

Yehonathan Street, renovated, fully
furnished duplex. 3 bedrooms, succah
balcony, private parking, shabbat
elevator. Immediate - $ 2,800NIS/month

Ruth Abrahami Real Estate Agent
054-80-70-677

www.ruthabrahami.com
Fax: 02-651-4955

info@ruthabrahami.com

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

invites you to a new series of
exciting and relevant lectures by

RABBI BEREL WEIN

SUMMER 5776 (2016),
TUESDAY EVENINGS

Each lecture will begin
promptly at 8:30pm

at BEIT KNESSET HANASI
24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

WOMEN OF IMPORTANCE
IN JEWISH HISTORY

July 12
DEVORAH 

July 19
SHLOMTZION HAMALKA

July 26
DONA GRACIA

August 2
SARA SCHENIRER

August 9
NECHAMA LEIBOWITZ

August 16
GOLDA MEIR

25NIS per lecture (students 10NIS)
Destiny or HaNasi Members - 20NIS

For questions, pre-sign up and
information, call

Nachum Amsel 0544-54-36-18

or email:
nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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Caregiver-Companion for elderly or ill women • Dedicated, Responsible,
Experienced, Excellent references (02) 532-6111 • 052-286-8202

INTERIOR HOME RENOVATIONS
Small renovations, to complete remodelling of your apartment

Call Alan Halpert • 052-851-2043
Fair pricing • Many references • 28 years experience

Pninat Halev Personalized
sterling silver jewelry collection
Many styles and sizes available
054-656-5192 
Facebook: Pninat Halev
pninathalev@gmail.com
www.pninathalev.com

Welcome
Home

Shoshana
and Aliza

VEBBE REBBE
Hatarat Nedarim for
Promise Toward Another
Question: If someone committed to a
certain amount of Torah study to win a
special aliya, may he do hatarat nedarim on
it (with a good excuse)? (I assume there is
no problem of nidrei mitzva.)

Answer: First, we urge the beit
knesset to consider favorably
stipulating that these commitments
will not have the status of neder.
Generally, we are to avoid nedarim
(Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah
203:1-5). Although making a neder
regarding Torah learning goals,
among other mitzvot, is an exception
(ibid. 6), it is different when there is
particular concern he will not abide by
the neder (see Kol Nidrei 3:2).

It is problematic to undo a neder to
fulfill a mitzva in which one is
anyway obligated, including accepting
an amount of Torah learning (Aruch
Hashulchan, YD 228:128-133). How-
ever, it can be done when there is
enough need, and in certain cases of
very great difficulty one may not even
need hatarat nedarim (ibid.).

If there is an added problem if there is
a neder that was made as a means of
acquiring something from his counter-
part? According to the understanding
of most Rishonim (see Beit Yosef,
YD 228) the gemara (Nedarim 65a)
says that such a neder can only be
undone in the presence of and with the
agreement of the counterpart (Rama,
YD 228:20; the Shulchan Aruch
apparently agrees - Shach and Taz ad
loc.).

The gemara cites relevant stories from
Tanach. Hashem told Moshe he
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required permission from Yitro to
return to Egypt because of Moshe's
oath to stay with him, even though
hatarat nedarim would have had
obvious justification (i.e., to
orchestrate yetziat Mitzrayim). 

King Tzidkiyahu was punished for not
keeping his oath to Nevuchadnetzar to
keep an embarrassing secret quiet,
even though he too had a good reason
for hatarat nedarim. 

Rishonim deal with many complicated
questions, including whether the
hatarat nedarim works b'dieved if
done improperly. On the one hand,
Tzidkiyahu was a righteous king, so
he ostensibly would not have relied on
an invalid hatarat nedarim. On the
other hand, perhaps his punishment is
a sign the hatarat nedarim did not
work (see Ran ad loc. and two
opinions in the Shulchan Aruch, YD
228:20). 

In our case, it would seem clear that
one needs permission as the noder
(the one making the neder) did get
something (the honor) because of his
learning pledge. (While it is a
complicated matter, we will work
with the assumption that the pledge is
considered a neder.) There is an
opinion that if there is a mitzva need
for the hatarat nedarim, it is permitted
without permission (Tosafot, Nedarim
ibid., cited by the Rama, YD 228:20).
One example of mitzva need is when
the load of learning the person
accepted is taking away from his more
important/appropriate service of

Hashem. It is far from clear that this
leniency is accepted, (see Taz 228:33,
who denies the Rama meant to rely on
it). 

However, the Noda B'Yehuda (II,
Orach Chayim 117, cited by Pitchei
Teshuva, YD 228:13) says that when
there is a mitzva and no one loses out
by his not keeping the neder, all
permit hatarat nedarim. The analysis
of our case, in terms of a loss to
others, is tricky. On the one hand, if
people can receive kibudim by
making pledges they will not keep, the
system will not work. Additionally,
the one who would otherwise have
received the honor might be
considered to lose out retroactively.
On the other hand, if the pledge was
sincere and realistic at the time, and
the circumstances changed, does
anyone gain by holding him to it? 

In practice, our standard halachic
advice would be that if there is a
serious need, the noder should ask
permission from an appropriate
representative of the congregation
(preferably the rabbi). It also makes
sense for him to change the pledge for
which he won the kibud to another
one of parallel seriousness that he can
still handle. However, the specifics of
each case need to be considered. We
again urge congregations to consider
explicitly making such bidding bli
neder.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org




