
 זמן שמחתנו

While the Yom Tov of Sukkos has three different 

names (Chag, Asif and Sukkos), the Yom Tov is also 

referred to as Zman Simchaseinu. Sukkos is 

synonymous with joy and happiness. A mere look at 

the calendar and the timing of the Yom Tov could not 

be better. After the Yomim Noraim/Days of Awe, who 

would not be able to appreciate such joy? 

But how are we to understand the way in which we 

observe the simcha of our Yom Tov? Imagine having a 

conversation with a neighbor and telling him that 

you’ve been through some trying times recently and 

now you will “kick back and really enjoy”. Naturally 

he asks what you have planned, and you go on to 

explain that you will be temporarily relocating into a 

frail hut. “Aha! So that is how you Jews celebrate 

happiness, I get it!” And if that is not enough, in the 

middle of Yom Tov we read the words of Koheles 

 and of joy, what does it“ "ולשמחה מה זה עשה" 2:2

accomplish?” Are we meant to be happy or not? 

Dovid HaMelech writes in Tehillim (16:11)  תודיעני

 You- ארח חיים שבע שמחות את פניך נעמות בימינך נצח

will reveal to me the path of life, the fullness of joy in 

Your presence. The Midrash explains that the Yomim 

Noraim teach us the “way of life”, and the “fullness of 

joy” is shown to us through the observance of Sukkos. 

Chazal are teaching us that there is a cause and effect 

association between Rosh HaShana/Yom Kippur and 

Sukkos. (Lihavdil), Just as one can have a much 

greater appreciation for a vacation after working 

through a very hard season, Chazal are telling us that 

Sukkos will be enjoyed that much more so after truly 

experiencing the Yomim Noraim. 

Rav Dessler takes the aforementioned possuk in 

Tehillim a step further, linking the months of 

Tammuz, Av and Ellul to this possuk.  First we go 

through days of despair, recalling the churban, and in 

general feeling insecure and unsafe with the world 

around us. At that point, we are no longer 

disillusioned with the security that the world offers 

(or doesn’t offer) us. Continuing through time, we 

arrive at Elul. It is because of the realization that our 

true security is in the Eibeshter and no one else that 

we are able to come to Him inteshuva and renewal. 

Continuing on our odyssey, we are now prepared to 

arrive at Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur. The final 

stop in this journey of course will be Sukkos, 

the zmanof simcha. 

This authentic simcha that the Torah talks about can 

only be achieved after all of our illusions have been 

purged. Once we realize that it is HaShem, and only 

Him that gives us our protection, can we now enter 

even a flimsy hut and feel secure in our knowledge 

that HaShem watches over us. What’s more- the 

flimsy hut suddenly takes on a whole new experience. 

We now realize that we are in the most secure 

environment possible. 

If we look at the words of L’Dovid HaShem ori 

(Tehillim 27:5), that we have been reciting from the 

beginning of Elul until Simchas Torah, we can gain 

understanding into the reason we have the custom to 

recite this. כי יצפנני בסכה ביום רעה – In the day of 

trouble He will hide me in His sukkah. HaShem will 

hide us- where? In a sukkah! Not a house, but rather, 

a sukkah.   Similarly, when we ask HaShem to spread 

over us His protection of peace, we ask for Sukkas 

shlomecha- HaShem’s kinderlach understand that true 

protection is not by the strength and power of man’s 

might, but rather by HaShem Himself. This is what 

the Sukkah symbolizes. 

In bentching of Sukkos, we add in an additional 

“harachaman”- we ask HaShem to re-erect the fallen 

Sukkah of Dovid. The Maharal explains this with the 

same approach that we’ve used here. We don’t ask for 

the House of Dovid to be rebuilt but rather his 

sukkah. A kingdom is called a house to indicate its 

power and strength, because a house would typically 

be sturdy and strong. Dovid’s kingdom does not rely 

on this. It is referred to as a “Sukkas Dovid” because 

its protection comes from HaShem.   

We now understand why we read Koheles on Sukkos. 

It is to remind us that true happiness is not when the 

harvest has been reaped and our barns are filled to 

capacity, but rather when we place our full faith only 

in HaShem. שבע שמחות- the fullness of joy, can only be 

realized if and when it is את פניך- in HaShem’s 

presence. 

Wishing you a freilichen Yom Tov, 
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