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 פרשת ויקהל 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 
our dear son, Eli. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

   

 ”Moshe assembled the entire assembly of the Children of Israel“  )א, הל( "ויקהל משה את כל עדת בני ישראל"
 Dovid Hamelech said, “I hated the congregation of the evildoers.”1 Who is a congregation of evildoers?  There were two: (1) at Golden Calf: “And the congregation gathered around Aharon,”2 and (2) Korach cohorts: “They gathered against Moshe.”3 What congregation does Hashem love?  “Moshe assembled the entire assembly of the Children of Israel”4  

)תהילים סח, כז" (במקהלות ברכו אלקים ” “In congregations bless Hashem” 
 Throughout the entire Torah, there is no parsha that begins with the word “ויקהל” aside from this 
week’s.  Why specifically does this parsha open with an assembly?  As a counterbalance – in last week’s parsha we find a congregation for an evil purpose: “And the congregation gathered around Aharon” – for the purpose of the sin of the Golden Calf.  The antidote is to form a congregation for Heaven’s sake, for the purpose of a mitzvah.  “HKB”H said to Moshe: make great assemblies and publicly expound the laws of Shabbos before them so that all future generations will learn to congregate every Shabbos in shuls and study halls to hear words of Torah - and My Great Name will be sanctified amongst My children, as it says, ‘In congregations bless Hashem.’”5  By gathering for the sin of the Golden Calf – 
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we failed in our emuna.  With this new gathering – we fix our emuna.  In this assembly, we learn the Halachos of Shabbos - and Shabbos strengthens emuna.  On Shabbos, we stop the pursuit and it is easier to recognize Who orchestrates the world – and, thank G-d, it is not us.  The parsha opens with the words: “On six days, work may be done.”6  Why “may be done” rather than “you may do?”  We must know and have emuna that we do not “do” anything – everything is with Hashem’s power.  By stopping and resting on Shabbos, it is easier to see that it is all Hashem –we cannot accomplish anything without Him.   First and foremost, we must strengthen our emuna.  As Rebbe Nachman taught: “The most important thing is emuna – and each person must seek himself out and strengthen himself in emuna.”7  Emuna is the “good” from which all other “good” derives.  That is where we begin.  Emuna is the A-B-Cs of yiddishkeit.  Only a life with emuna is a “good” life in this world.  Living without emuna means blaming others and ourselves – it means being angry, worried and insulted.  Living with emuna means knowing that everything that happens is from Heaven, exactly as Hashem wants it.  The main thing is emuna.  Rebbe Nachman said: “To the whole world, emuna is a minor matter – but to 
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me, it is tremendous.”  To strengthen emuna means to close our eyes and repeat a short sentence: “There is no evil in the world!  There is no evil in the world!”  Whatever Hashem does is for the best!  We do not always understand – but we have emuna.  We must repeat these words constantly, everywhere, no matter what happens to us – until we merit seeing that it is all compassion.  All of life, every event – whether as per our will or not – is all compassion.  Avraham Avinu brought the whole world close to Hashem.  Yet his own child went down a bad path and Avraham could not bring him back.  Avraham Avinu suffered greatly from this.  Especially when Sarah told him to send the child away, to throw him out of his house.  But, HKB”H told him: “Be not distressed over the youth”8 – it should not be evil in your eyes – everything has a Heavenly design.  We do not always grasp or understand – but everything has a reason.  Nothing is done to us by others.  Everything is Hashem’s doing.  Some are fortunate to be unable to perceive anything negative in another Jew.  “He perceived no iniquity in Yaakov, and saw no perversity in Israel.”9  It is not that they see something bad but give the benefit of the doubt – they do not see anything negative at all.  If someone persists in showing them how there was indeed some sin – they will somehow prove that the “sinner” actually intended good, that he simply did not understand the Halacha.  Their love of every Jew knows no bounds.  The patience that they have for each and every person, the respect that they show for everyone – is a real Kiddush Hashem.  It all comes from the emuna that we are all children of Hashem and Hashem loves us all.  Even this person who appears so unappealing to me – he is also a child of Hashem; he is also a part of the Divine.  Even if he hurts me – he is merely the “stick” – it is all Hashem’s doing.  Complete emuna is difficult to attain.  Few achieve it.  What is complete emuna?  It is emuna that there is nothing 
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negative in the world!  Everything is for the best!  Whatever Hashem does – He does for the very best!  Whatever happens to us and whatever we endure – we must express gratitude.  We must go through the day with songs and praises.  First and foremost is to have emuna.  We must precede our intellect with emuna.  We must have emuna that is not predicated on comprehension.  This is how Hashem wants things – and it all for the best.  All of the difficulties and obstacles are only for our own good.  We must say “thank You” for everything and be happy.  For if we fall into depression – HKB”H cannot be with us!  “I do not understand anything.  I do not know anything.  If this is how Hashem wants it – I accept it with emuna and joy.  I endeavor to see only Hashem before my eyes.”  If a person has emuna that everything is from Hashem and that everything that happens to him is for the best – he has no need to: worry about any problem, react in anger, pay any attention.  Something less desirable happened: “it is for the best, it atones for my sins – a bigger miracle will result.”  Whatever happens is only to pave the way for something better – Hashem seeks only our best interests!  We must always say: “this too is for the best” and be happy, sing and dance.  Rebbe Nachman taught that one who is happy will always succeed – like Yosef, who was called a “successful man.”  What is a “successful man?”  One who is happy and dances to Hashem, no matter the circumstances.  We face constant hurdles and setbacks – we must meet every one with “this too is for the best.”  This is a huge challenge – requiring tremendous emuna!  It takes self-sacrifice to remain happy, sing and dance and say “it is all for the best” even at the height of our disappointments, in our most desperate moments.  For every blow – we must add another song, another acknowledgement, another thanks.  Hashem does only what is best!  If we do this – we will escape all tribulations – we will experience miracles and wonders!  By overcoming and following this path - we transform the problem into 
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miracles.  The word “Jew” (יהודי) derives from 
gratitude (הודיה) – he continuously thanks, sings, 
acknowledges that everything Hashem does is for the best; Hashem is always with him – never abandoning him, not even momentarily!  A Jew never loses his emuna, not even for a second.  He dances, sings and is ecstatic in every situation – that is how he is saved from all of his troubles.  When is our emuna whole?  When we say “thank You.”  Just because a person davens, it does not mean that he has emuna.  He says, “Hashem, help me” – but he feels that things are not good – he asks Hashem to remove him from the “bad” situation, as he sees it.  Even if he says, “Only You can save me” – his emuna may still be lacking.  When is his emuna whole?  When he says, “Thank You” over and over again – ten times – a hundred times – “Thank You Hashem.”  That is when we know that his emuna is complete – he understands that this is how Hashem wants it and it is therefore what is best for him.  Without expressing gratitude, we think that we are within suffering and the trouble.  However, when we say, “Thank You” – we show that we know that whatever happens is for our eternal benefit.  We must incessantly expand our clarity in emuna that all of the challenges and trying situations all come with precise Divine Providence.  There are no mistakes.  No one eludes HKB”H’s plans.  What we receive is what we are meant to receive.  All of our troubles, all of our confusions, all of the problems – are all planned from before, predesigned – it is all ideal.  We think that we are unsuccessful, that these things only happen to us and not to other people, we feel discriminated against, we feel inferior – and that causes our emuna to wane, we become confused, we resent.  The minute that we become sad and embittered – we lose our bond with HKB”H.  How can we possibly be connected to HKB”H if we are disgruntled and we think that He did not do right by us?  We must take hold of ourselves before this happens.  Life is filled with challenges and if we do not preface them with the emuna that everything is for the best and there is no bad – we will, G-d forbid, fall from our emuna. 

A person must give himself over to attain emuna.  Our entire yiddishkeit depends on our emuna.  When we strengthen ourselves with holy emuna that everything, big or small, is from Hashem – our lives flow in an entirely different way – more pleasantly and more sweetly.  If something happens that causes pain and suffering, we must remember two things: (1) This is what Hashem wants and (2) it is all for our best.  To sweeten – we must thank.  Hashem wants us to strive – to strive to have emuna in Him – to strive to have emuna that He does nothing bad – that no matter how terrible, challenging, closed off, dark our path seems, we have emuna and we start to thank.  Then, we will see how the darkness itself is Hashem’s compassion - that this is exactly what we need – it is all good.  The suffering turns to song.  Before erecting the Mishkan, Hashem commanded Moshe to gather the people – because without unity and peace, without unconditional love, the Mishkan cannot stand.  Unity requires much emuna.  A person with emuna can control his anger because he knows that the cause is not his friend or his neighbor – it is Hashem.  Only when we lack emuna do we get angry, pedantic and blame.  It dims our lives and distances us from people.  Emuna makes us happy with our lot in life.  We do not feel like we are owed or that we deserve more than others.  We are not jealous of or broken by the successes of others.  We recognize that each person has his own unique mission in this world, each person endures whatever challenges he must undergo and it is all to bring us closer to Hashem and complete our own personalized corrections.  We must begin our days with holy emuna – instill in our minds that whatever happens is with precise Divine Providence - from Hashem and for the best.  This way, our days will shine differently.  When we look through the glasses of emuna – we are less angry, we blame less, we are less jealous.  Treating others well is great exercise in emuna.  When someone takes from us, embarrasses us – it is Hashem taking from us or shaming us.  We must 



pg. 4  ויקהל פרשת   

 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me strengthen my emuna.  Help me have emuna that whatever happens to me is from You, Father, and for the best.  Help me see how emuna is the greatest power that exists, the power that helps me endure all of life’s challenges, downfalls, transitions and suffering more easily.  It brings me joy to realize, each time anew, that this that strains my spirit, worries me, confuses me, pains me – is from You, You sent it so that I would learn from it: learn not fall into it again, learn to be determined not to do or say anything that can hurt another.  When I understand that what happened was precisely what You wanted to happen and it is good – I am so happy.  And the sweetest part is when I say “thank You.”  Over and over.  Such a short phrase brings me so close to You – even when the trouble has not yet passed – I am already in a different place – I am back with You.  Thank You, Father.  Help me so that every time something bad happens with someone else – that I see You, Father, in front of me, not the other person.  Help me say, “It is all for the best” and be happy and sing and dance.  Help me remember that nothing can happen unless You decree it.  No one does anything to me – only You do.  When something good happens with another – a kind exchange, a smile, a small chesed that connects our souls – to remember that it is all gifts from You, Father.  Help me sing, praise, extol and say, “Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You!”   Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                               כ"ה אדר א' תשע"ו – March 5, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

work hard to recognize this, we must daven for this – we can transform anger and hatred into mercy.  Why do we hate someone?  He is merely a stick in Hashem’s hand.  We should have pity on him that Hashem because using him to punish us – that is his punishment itself.  Must we punish him a second time?  Love, peace and unity – that is yiddishkeit.  This Shabbos is Shabbos Shekalim.  Every Jew is commanded to donate a half shekel, regardless of his economic station.  We are all equal – to attain perfection, we need each other.  “It is not good that man be alone.”10  We cannot bring out all of the good within us on our own.  We need others.  “Therefore, we are commanded to give a half shekel – to teach us that every Jew is incomplete without his friend.  Our main correction is brought about by uniting us all through love and unity.  Each of us is only a half until joined with another – and another with yet another.  This is hinted to by the shekalim – all give the same – the rich do not give more and the poor do not give less – we are all equal before Hashem.”11 
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The purpose of Torah and mitzvos is to acquire positive attributes, love others and never hurt anyone.  HKB”H is all compassion, pleasantness and love – and He wants us to be the same.  A person faces all kinds of challenges in life, he finds himself in all manner of unpleasant situations with others – and precisely there, precisely where he is certain that he is in the right, where he feels that he must be tenacious – precisely there - he must negate his anger with mercy, forbearance, sensitivity, consideration.  HKB”H created the world with mercy and He wants us to feel it.  The best way to feel it is to have mercy on others.  The secret of the Giving of the Torah is that 600,000 Jews were united in love and peace – like one man with one heart.  The second Beis Hamikdash was destroyed because of baseless hatred.  The third will be built due to unconditional love.  This requires emuna that HKB”H is a Father to us all and we cannot love Him without loving each other.  It is not easy – but it is what Hashem wants.   


