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Erev Pesach  

Before we get to Pesach, the holiday of faith, we go through 

the pressuring and chaotic days of erev Pesach. In the times of the 

Beis Hamikdash, the day of erev Pesach was even more hectic than 

it is today. All the Jews traveled to Yerushalayim for aliya l'regel 

with far-from-easy lodging conditions. There was chametz to burn, 

the korban Pesach to be makriv and roast, matzos to bake, and the 

Yom Tov meal to cook. Nevertheless, one of the miracles of the Beis 

Hamikdash was that no one ever said, "The place is too cramped 

for me that I shall lodge in Yerushalayim" (Mishna Avos 5:5). The 

Jews were internally free, happily going along with Hashem's plan. 

On the very first erev Pesach, in Mitzrayim, there was even 

more pressure. The Jews received the Pesach mitzvos even before 

they left Mitzrayim, in celebration of the miracles that would soon 

be occuring. They had faith in Hashem and made a Seder even 

before leaving Mitzrayim, joyous over the salvation that Hashem 

had promised them. On erev Pesach, they cleared their houses of 

chametz, baked matzos, shechted the korban Pesach, and coated 

their doorposts with its blood. They also packed their belongings to 

be ready to leave. At night, until chatzos, they roasted the korban 

Pesach and ate it with matzah and maror with fastened belts and 

their walking sticks in their hands. 

The korban Pesach in Mitzrayim had to be eaten hastily: "And 

so shall you eat it: your belts fastened, your shoes on your feet, and 

your stick in your hand, and you shall eat it in haste; it is a Pesach 

sacrifice for Hashem" (Bo 12:11). Apparently, the lack of peace of 

mind was part and parcel of Am Yisrael's redemption. 

The next morning, the Jews ran from one Egyptian home to 

the next to borrow their gold and silver, and then they left, six 

hundred thousand of them, not counting women and children. In 

their rush, they didn't have time to prepare food for the journey, 

so they took their dough and leftover matzah and maror with them 

as they set out for the barren desert, along with their possessions, 

children, and babies, without knowing where they were going and 

for how long. 

Am Yisrael's exodus was a tumultuous event; they were not 

given the chance to get properly organized – "they were driven out 

of Egypt." Hashem redeemed the Jews this way because tumult is 

an inevitable factor in the rescue of the neshamah from its 

confinement.  

Nowadays, too, we experience chaos on erev Pesach. The 

children are home from school and we have to keep them busy 

while cleaning the house. In most houses, chametz is eaten in the 

hall-turned-dinette. We have to make do without the inaccessible 

dishes; the usual order and conveniences are lacking. We can't 

touch or go freely wherever we want. There seems to be an endless 

list of things to do. 

What is the purpose of these hectic days? How can they be utilized 

properly so that we reach Yom Tov with the right frame of mind? 

Annulling the Chametz  

The first thing we have to realize is that much of the work we 

take upon ourselves before Pesach is more than what Hashem 

expects of us. 

While Jews throughout the generations have always been 

stringent with chametz because it symbolizes the yetzer hara and 

ga'avah, we have to realize that our circumstances today are very 

different than in the past. People used to have small homes and 

few possessions, and those who were better off and had larger 

homes with more belongings hired housekeepers. Today, we all live 

in homes with several rooms and closets full of clothing, dishes, and 

all sorts of items, but most of us barely have housekeeping help. 

Many women work so hard before Pesach that they suffer 

headaches or fever by the time Pesach comes around. This is surely 

not what Hashem requires from us. 

We spend a lot of time cleaning and scrubbing places our 

Pesach food and dishes won't touch. According to halachah, such 

places need only be cleared of actual chametz and checked at 

bedikas chametz. In most kehillos, visible chametz is not sold to a 

goy, but there is no obligation whatsoever to wash and scrub the 

cupboards and toys that will be sold to the goy. We also do cleaning 

that has nothing to do with chametz, like shining the windows and 

floors, dusting the light fixtures, or rearranging the books and 

albums. A child once asked his mother why she worked so hard to 

clean and get rid of the chametz if the house would only be full of 
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chametz again at the Seder. The child saw his mother working so 

hard to clean and scrub every corner of the house, without 

differentiating between chametz and other particles of dust and 

dirt, that he was sure chametz meant "dirt," in which case matzah 

crumbs and wine spills were chametz, too. 

It's wonderful to have a sparkling house on Yom Tov – if it is 

achieved happily, with love for Hashem's mitzvah and the desire to 

honor Yom Tov. But once the cleaning is beyond our capabilities, 

and we end up feeling nervous, tense, and angry, it is not what 

Hashem wants. Chametz, as we said, symbolizes a person's 

attempts to run his life the way he wants and is used to. A woman 

who "has to" polish and scrub all kinds of items only because "that's 

what I do every year," or, "that's how I feel Pesach is coming," even 

when they really don't have to be cleaned, is doing the opposite of 

the mitzvah of bi'ur chametz. Yes, it's hard to resist scrubbing the 

windows and the blinds when "my sister, and my neighbor, and my 

friend, and… e-e-everyone" is doing it. It is ever so hard to be the 

only one actually making Pesach without the house gleaming like a 

pharmacy. But that is true, internal bi'ur chametz – removing the 

chametz of our hearts and serving Hashem the way He wants, not 

the way we feel. 

Cleaning for Pesach is a mitzvah; it should be performed with 

holiness and connection to Hashem. It is a good idea to say each 

day before we clean, "Ribono shel Olam, I want to do Your 

mitzvah." This will connect us to our true purpose in cleaning for 

Pesach; it will help us focus on those things that do indeed contain 

chametz and skip the jobs that are unrelated to Pesach. Let us 

break free of our self-made pressure and adjust ourselves to 

Hashem's will. This is true freedom. 

From Haste to Freedom 

The last days before Pesach are essentially a time of chaos, 

strain and confusion, even if we've eliminated a lot of the 

unnecessary chores. We have to make the kitchen Pesach'dik – to 

clean, kasher, and bring in the Pesach dishes and Pesach food – 

while still feeding our families chametz meals. Even the tiniest bit 

of chametz is forbidden to be eaten on Pesach, so once we bring in 

Pesach food and dishes, we have to be very careful no chametz 

comes near it. We set up a "chametz station" in the porch or the 

hallway. We cannot function as usual; we have to heat up food and 

wash dishes in our improvised circumstances. Mealtime is 

awkward and uncomfortable and it becomes difficult, if not 

impossible, to maintain order. 

Hashem made erev Pesach be this way, because it is precisely 

this commotion and lack of order that helps us achieve the emunah 

of Pesach. Hashem creates a situation where we lose control, thus 

forcing us to give up and leave the controlling to Him. When a 

person loses control of the situation, he realizes that he is 

dependent on Hashem and will go along with whatever He decides 

for him. In Mitzrayim, too, Hashem brought about the geulah 

hastily so that Am Yisrael would reach full faith in Him. The rush 

and chaos of their redemption brought the Jews to the level of faith 

where they would follow Hashem's lead blindly, "going after Me in 

the desert in an unsown land." Matzah commemorates the Jewish 

nation's hasty redemption, symbolizing their faith and humble 

acceptance of Hashem's will and leadership. We reach true 

humility – and true freedom – when we stop feeling that we must 

control our own affairs and we let Hashem lead us the way He 

wants.  

Despite the hustle of activity before Pesach – or precisely 

because of it – it is important to stop at least once a day for a few 

quiet minutes. We will step back from the pressure and connect to 

the faith that Hashem is in control and it is best the way He is 

running our lives, with all the mess and tumult. "Hashem li lo ira – 

Hashem is with me; I shall not fear!" 

We may worry how we can be sure the house is actually 

chametz-free when our dear, lively little ones are so hard to watch. 

But here, too, we have to know that we only do the hishtadlus 

Hashem demands from us according to our capabilities and leave 

the outcome to Him. It is a good idea to say, while cleaning, "Ribono 

shel Olam, I'm doing Your mitzvah; please, You help my house be 

free of chametz." 

It is very difficult to connect to this faith before Pesach when 

we have not yet merited Pesach's special power of emunah, but the 

more effort we invest in experiencing even just a little faith and 

peace of mind during these days, the more freedom and faith we 

will merit on Pesach. The more we withstand the trials of galus, the 

more we will merit the freedom and redemption of Pesach. 

"Min hameitzar karasi Kah; anani bamerchav Kah… 

Mei'eis Hashem haysah zos, hi niflas b'eineinu. 

Zeh hayom asah Hashem, nagilah v'nismicha bo – 

From the straits I called out to Hashem;  

Hakadosh Baruch Hu answered me with expansiveness… 

This was from Hashem; it is wondrous in our eyes! 

This is the day Hashem has made; let us exult and rejoice on it."

 

 


