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     Moshe’s Glowing Countenance 
Adapted from a shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Ki Sisah 5762 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. ז"ל בת הרב נטע אריה שרה ע"ה האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה  נ"לע  

In parshas Ki Sisah the psukim say, ( גל -כט , לדשמות  ) “  ביד העדת חתל ושני סיני מהר משה ברדת ויהי

 והנה משה את ישראל בני וכל אהרן וירא .אתו בדברו פניו עור קרן כי ידע לא ומשה ההר מן ברדתו משה

 .אלהם משה וידבר בעדה הנשאים וכל אהרן אליו וישבו משה אלהם ויקרא .אליו מגשת וייראו פניו עור קרן

סיני בהר אתו ה' דבר אשר כל את ויצום ישראל בני כל נגשו כן ואחרי , And it came to pass when Moshe 

came down from Har Sinai and the two Luchos Habris were in his hands as he came down from 

the mountain, and Moshe did not know that the skin of his face had become radiant while He 

[Hashem] had spoken to him. And Aharon and all of Bnei Yisrael saw Moshe and behold, the skin 

of his face was shining and they were afraid to approach him. And Moshe called them and they 

returned to him - Aharon and the Nesi’im of the congregation, and Moshe spoke to them. 

Afterwards, all of Bnei Yisrael approached and he [Moshe] commanded them all that Hashem had 

spoken with him on Har Sinai.”  

Rashi comments, “  רבנן תנו. לישראל ההלכה או הפרשה ומלמד חוזר לזקנים שלמד אחר - נגשו כן ואחרי

 לשמאל לו וישב אהרן נסתלק פרקו משה לו שנה אהרן נכנס הגבורה מפי לומד היה משה המשנה סדר כיצד

 נכנסו אהרן לשמאל ואיתמר משה לימין אלעזר ישב הם נסתלקו פרקם משה להם שנה בניו נכנסו משה

 ביד נמצא פרקם משה להם שנה העם כל נכנסו לצדדין ישבו זקנים נסתלקו פרקם משה להם שנה זקנים

(:נד בעירובין) כדאיתא' וכו ארבעה אהרן ביד שלשה אהרן בני ביד שנים הזקנים ביד חדא העם כל , And 

afterwards [all of Bnei Yisrael] approached – after [Moshe] taught the elders he went back and 

taught the Parshah or Halachah to Klal Yisrael. Our rabbis taught: how was the study organized? 

Moshe would learn directly from Hashem and then Aharon would enter and Moshe would teach 

him the perek that he had learned. Aharon would move away and sit on Moshe’s left, and his sons 

would enter and Moshe would teach them the perek and then they would move away and Elazar 

would sit to the right of Moshe and Isamar would sit to the left of Aharon. The elders would enter 

and Moshe would teach them the perek and then the elders would finish and sit on the sides and 

the entire people would enter and Moshe would teach them the perek. We find that the people 

possessed one [lesson from Moshe], the elders possessed two, Aharon’s sons possessed three 

and Aharon possessed four, as it says in Eiruvin.” 

Unclear Connection 
There are several questions that arise from this Rashi. Foremost, the Chazal that Rashi quotes at 

length which discusses the system with which Moshe Rabeinu taught Klal Yisrael the Torah that 

he had received on Har Sinai does not seem to be particularly relevant to the possuk about which 

Rashi is making his comment, as the psukim here are discussing the fact that Moshe Rabeinu’s 

face was shining when he came down from Har Sinai and that the people were initially afraid to 

approach him, and the order in which they did approach him, whereas the Gemarah which Rashi 

quoted discusses the system with which Moshe Rabeinu taught Klal Yisrael the Torah that he had 

received on Har Sinai. The Gemarah that Rashi quotes does not cite a specific possuk as a source 

for its drashah, and we find that the Maharshah understands, that the Gemarah is based on a 

possuk in parshas Mishpatim which says, (שמות כד, ט) “  מזקני ושבעים ואביהוא נדב ואהרן משה ויעל

 and Moshe and Aharon and Nadav and Avihu and seventy of the elders of Israel went up ,ישראל

[to Har Sinai],” since that possuk lists Aharon, his sons, and the elders in the same order as the 

Gemarah does. We must therefore attempt to understand, why Rashi felt that this Gemarah was 

relevant to the psukim in our parshah?Q1   
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Nesi’im or Elders 
Additionally, it can be assumed that Rashi understood that the order in which Aharon, the Nesi’im, 

and the rest of Bnei Yisrael approached Moshe reflected the order in which they learned Torah 

from him, and it is therefore noteworthy that the psukim refer to the group of people who 

approached Moshe after Aharon as the Nesi’im, whereas Rashi at the beginning of his comment 

says that after teaching the sons of Aharon, Moshe then taught the ‘זקנים, the elders’.  

From the fact that Rashi cited this drashah on this possuk, it would seem apparent that he 

understood that the elders mentioned in the Gemarah were in fact the Nesi’im. We must 

therefore attempt to understand why the Gemarah referred to them with a different title than 

the possuk did.Q2  

They Become Enemies 
After the segment of the Gemarah that Rashi quoted, the Gemarah continues, asking why it was 

necessary to conduct the proceedings in such a fashion, when it would seem to have been simpler 

and more time-efficient for all of Klal Yisrael together with Aharon, his sons, and the elders to sit 

before Moshe Rabeinu in one session. The Gemarah answers, “ כבוד כדי לחלוק כבוד לאהרן ובניו ו

  ”.to give honor to Aharon and his sons and honor to the elders ,לזקינים

It would seem surprising that this was the setting in which the Torah felt that it was fitting to show 

honor to Aharon, his sons and the elders, as regarding Limud Hatorah, we find that on the 

contrary, Chazal (:קידושין ל) tell us, “  בתורה שעוסקין ותלמידו הרב ובנו האב' אפי אבא בר חייא רבי אמר

זה את זה אוהבים שנעשים עד משם זזים ואינם, זה את זה אויבים נעשים אחד בשער , Rabi Chiya bar 

Abba said, even a father and a son, a Rav and his talmid, when they learn Torah in the same Beis 

Midrash they become enemies one to another [as they disagree over the correct interpretation 

of the Halachah], and they do not leave until they have become beloved one to another [as they 

resolve their disagreement],” from which we see that the Halachos of honoring one’s father or 

Rebbe do not prevent one from disagreeing with his father or Rebbe in learning, even vehemently, 

as is implied by the use of the words ‘becoming enemies.’Q3  

Added סייעתא דשמיא 
Lastly, the Gemarah in Eiruvin goes on to ask why it was necessary for Moshe to repeat the 

Halachah to each group that entered. If the reasoning behind this was in order to honor Aharon, 

his sons and the elders, then Moshe could have taught Aharon, who could then have taught his 

sons, his sons could have taught the elders, and they could then have taught the rest of Klal 

Yisrael. The Gemarah answers that since Moshe had learned the Torah directly from Hashem it 

would be more effective for him to teach it to everyone else.  

We must therefore attempt to understand why the fact that Moshe received the Torah directly 

from Hashem gave him added סייעתא דשמיא to teach others, with the hope that it will help us 

perfect our teaching methods so that we too can benefit from added סייעתא דשמיא when we 

teach our children and students.Q4  

 דרך ארץ קדמה לתורה
There are two very powerful lessons that we can learn from this Gemarah.  From the fact that the 

Torah considered that this was the proper place to teach us that honor was given to Aharon, his 

sons, and the elders, we can conclude that even though it is not improper to argue with one’s 
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father or Rebbe in learning, nevertheless, there is still a requirement to show them and other 

Talmidei Chachamim the appropriate level of honor and respect.  

When Moshe Rabeinu came down from Har Sinai and was ready to teach the Torah to Klal Yisrael 

we can only imagine how eager Klal Yisrael must have been to learn from Moshe, yet the Torah 

insisted on a very specific order of who would merit to learn from Moshe first,  in order to 

emphasize the fact that although one must not let the need to be respectful hinder one’s quest 

to understand the Torah in its truest form during the actual learning process, it is nevertheless 

imperative to have the proper sense of respect and give honor to those who are worthy of it, 

especially before one sits down to learn, as Chazal tell us (ויקרא רבה, ט, ג) “דרך ארץ קדמה לתורה, 

proper conduct comes before Torah.” A3  

This lesson is especially pertinent in our generation when the number of Lomdei Torah has 

increased exponentially in recent years, but where we have also seen a serious decline in the 

proper respect that is shown for the Gedolei Hatorah. It is therefore imperative that we internalize 

this point, as without the proper respect for the Gedolei Hatorah, we undermine the foundations 

of our own Torah learning, and on the contrary, by strengthening our appreciation of Gedolei 

Hatorah we would be able to fortify our own connection to the Torah and guarantee its continuity 

for future generations.  

We can now understand that although the possuk in Parshas Mishpatim listed the people who 

went up to Har Sinai in the same order as the Gemarah listed the people who learned Torah from 

Moshe Rabeinu, nevertheless Rashi cited the Gemarah in our parshah because it discusses the 

way Klal Yisrael approached Moshe Rabeinu in order to learn Torah from him, and shows that the 

order in which they did so was according to the appropriate honor that was required to be 

shown.A1  

The fact that Rashi referred to the Nesi’im as ‘זקנים, elders’, can also be explained according to 

this concept, as Chazal (ספרא קדשים פרשה ג) tell us that the word ‘זקן’ is an acrostic for ‘ זה שקנה

 he who has acquired wisdom.’ When the Nesi’im waited outside while Aharon and his sons ,חכמה

were taught by Moshe they acquired the wisdom of understanding the importance of Derech 

Eretz and Kavod Hatorah with which they would be able to truly acquire the Torah, and they were 

thus referred to as Zekeinim.A2  

Moshe’s Glowing Countenance 
The second lesson that we can learn from here, pertains to the way that a Rebbe must teach his 

Talmidim. From the fact that Rashi quoted the Gemarah about the order in which Klal Yisrael 

learned Torah in connection to the psukim which discuss Moshe’s shining face, it would seem that 

there is a connection between the shine on his face and the learning that took place afterwards.  

If we add to this indication the third Gemarah that we quoted above, which tells us that it was 

because Moshe had learned the Torah directly from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, face to face, that he 

was the most effective at teaching the Torah to Klal Yisrael, it can be deduced that the secret to 

Moshe’s סייעתא דשמיא in teaching Klal Yisrael was his glowing countenance.  

The second lesson that we can learn pertains to the way that the Rebbe must teach his Talmidim. 

From the fact that Rashi quoted this Gemarah in connection to these psukim which discuss the 

fact that Moshe’s face shined with a heavenly light as well as the order in which Klal Yisrael learned 
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Torah from Moshe, it would seem that there is a connection between Moshe’s shining face and 

the learning that took place afterwards. In addition, as the Gemarah tells us that because Moshe 

had learned the Torah from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, face to face, he was the most effective at 

teaching the Torah to Klal Yisrael, , and the possuk also tells us that Moshe’s face shined after he 

had learned the Torah directly from Hashem, it can therefore be deduced that  parshah the Torah 

tells us the system that Moshe instituted to teach the Torah that he had received to Klal Yisrael 

because the secret to Moshe’s סייעתא דשמיא in teaching Klal Yisrael was his glowing countenance.  

When a Rebbe teaches his Talmidim, the look on his face can have a powerful influence on the 

Talmidim. If the Rebbe’s face shines with love of the Torah and love of his Talmidim, then his 

Talmidim will be given the feeling that their Rebbe is sharing something very precious with them 

and their hearts will open up, letting the words of the Torah make a powerful and lasting 

impression upon them. This is what made Moshe Rabeinu, with his glowing countenance, the 

ideal person to teach the Torah to Klal Yisrael because as he had received it directly from Hashem 

he had the most appreciation for the value of the Torah, more than anyone else in the world.A4     

Making Torah Learning Inviting 
In our times this factor is uniquely important, as the Yetzer Harah attempts to lure people away 

from learning Torah by showing them attractive images that excite their imaginations and entice 

them to involve themselves with the many distractions of the outside world. The only way to 

counter this tactic of the Yetzer Harah is through making the Torah seem even more inviting and 

attractive, and this can be achieved largely through the behavior of the person teaching the 

children, be it a Rebbe or a parent. If they show the proper enthusiasm and excitement about 

Limud Hatorah it gives their students the desire to learn more and to grow in Torah, as they too 

will want to share in the great wealth that their Rebbe possesses.  

Through internalizing these two lessons and strengthening our respect of Talmidei Chachamim 

and the enthusiasm with which we teach our students, may we merit that Hashem should shine 

His light upon us and seeing the fulfilment of the prayer, “ נזכה כולנו יחד אור חדש על ציון תאיר ו

 ”,May a new light shine upon Zion and may we all together speedily merit its light ,במהרה לאורו

amen, KY”R. 
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