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 In the Aseres Hadibros which we 
read this week, we see the mitzvah 
of kibud av v'em, honoring one's 
parents (Shemos 20:12). This mitzvah 
is coupled with the similar mitzvah to 
fear your parents (Vayikra 19:3). The 
Gemara in Kiddushin 30b tells us this 
is an extremely important mitzvah 
because just as we are commanded 
to honor and fear our parents, so too 
we are commanded to honor and fear 
Hashem. The pasuk says (Mishlei 3:9) 
“Honor Hashem,” and the Torah tells 
us “you shall fear Hashem your G-d” 
(Devarim 6:13). The Gemara there tells 
us as well that there are three partners 
in creating a person: Hashem, his 
father, and his mother. When a person 
honors his parents, Hashem considers 
it as if  he were honoring Him as well.
  In the Mitzvah of fearing one's parents, 
there are many relevant Halachos, 
which are codified in Shulchan 
Aruch, Yoreh Deah, Siman 240. For 
instance, we are told that one should 
not stand in his father's place. One 
may not disagree with one's parent in 
his presence. Indeed, even to agree 
with a parent, to say, “tatty is right, 
because...” is also forbidden in their 
presence, because it implies that the 
child might, in other cases, disagree! 
In fact, the opinion of the Shach there 
is that it is forbidden to disagree with 
a parent openly even when not in their 
presence! One may only hint or allude 
to the fact that the parent may be 
mistaken.
 One is forbidden to call their parents 
by their first name. This applies even 
when speaking to other people. 
However, when asked who's son one 
is, one may answer with their father's 
name, in a respectful manner. There 
are various opinions on whether it is 
permitted to call someone else who 
has the same name as one's father in 
their father's presence.
  Honoring one's parents is expressed by 
serving them food and drink, dressing 
them, and performing various favors 
for them. This does not have to be at 
the son's financial expense, however, 
only from the parent's funds. The main 
point is that the child gives of his time 
for his parents. One is also expected to 
rise when his parents enter the room. 
The Gemara in Kiddushin elaborates 
some of the extent to which one must 
go in order to honor his parents. The 
Gemara mentions the story of a non-
Jew, Dama Ben Nesina, who would 
not wake up his father in order to get 
the key which was needed to access 
the cellar, even though he missed out 

on an incredible financial opportunity. 
The Talmud Yerushalmi (Peah 1:1) tells 
us that when R' Tarfon's mother's 
shoe-strap broke, and he didn't want 
her to walk in her bare feet, he put his 
hands on the floor for her to walk on, 
step by step, until she got to her house. 
When R' Tarfon's mother mentioned 
this story to the rabbis as a show of his 
greatness, the rabbis responded that 
even if he would have done a thousand 
times more than that, he would still not 
have reached even half of the honor 
that Hashem expects us to show our 
parents! 
 We are even told that the mitzvah to 
honor one's parents applies even after 
the parents have passed away. It is 
still a grave sin to speak negatively 
about one's parents even once they 
have passed away. One is still required 
to follow tasks which one's father 
requested him to perform, even after 
his death. When one is referring to 
his deceased parents, during the first 
twelve months after they have passed 
away, one should use the expression 
“hareini kaparas mishkavo,” I should 
be the atonement for any sins which my 
father/mother might have committed. 
After the twelve months one should 
use the expression zichrono l'vracha, 
“he should be remembered for a 
blessing.”
 Last but certainly not least, there 
are two other, separate mitzvos in 
the Torah regarding parents. There 
is a prohibition to hit or wound one's 
parents, and a prohibition to curse 
one's parents. These prohibitions 
are punishable by the death penalty. 
Because of this, one should not tend 
to his parents' wounds in a way which 
might cause them to bleed more, 
since it may fall under the category 
of wounding. This applies even if the 
son is a doctor, unless there is no other 
person capable of helping the parent. 
Likewise one is prohibited from cursing 
his father under the same penalty.
 Even without cursing, there is a 
prohibition to mock or make fun of 
one's parents. The Torah curses such a 
person: “Accursed is he who degrades 
his father or his mother,” (Devarim 
27:16). According to Shulchan Aruch, 
Yoreh Deah 241:3, Beis Din has 
authority to punish a person who does 
this however they please.
 We see how important is the mitzvah 
of Kibud Av V'Em. Let us work on this 
Mitzvah and become better and better 
members of Klal Yisrael!

It's The Thought
That Counts:
When the Friedmans moved into 
Shimon's building, Shimon tried to 
make the new family feel welcome. 
He was a bit surprised at Mr. 
Friedman's cool response, but it 
did not daunt him; he continued to 
make friendly overtures, offering 
his help and advice freely. After 
a few days Shimon began to 
feel increasingly uncomfortable. 
Not only was the new neighbor 
unresponsive, for some reason 
it seemed he was holding a 
grudge against Shimon. Not only 
did he not respond to Shimon's 
greetings, it seemed Mr. Friedman 
was going out of his way to annoy 
him. Shimon sensed feelings of 
animosity growing within him, but 
with enormous effort he managed 
to restrain himself and did not say 
a word, keeping his burgeoning 
feelings of antagonism locked 
tightly inside. "It isn't easy," Shimon 
told himself, "but at least I'm doing 
the right thing by holding in my 
feelings..." 
Shimon’s intentions may have 
been admirable, but the Torah is 
specific in its requirements, and 
Shimon may well have violated its 
injunction. 

The Torah commands us: "Do not 
hate your brother in your heart" 
(Vayikra 19:17); that means that 
even if we do not do or say a 
word against our fellow Jew, if we 
harbor hatred in our hearts when 
it is prohibited to do so, we have 
violated this mitzvas lo saaseh — 
no matter how hard we may be 
working to restrain ourselves.
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Shmuli, Alter, 
and Binyomin, 
were hanging 
out on 
the couch, 
reading the 
newest kosher 
science books. 
(Raphael’s parents 
owned a bookstore, 
so he was always the 
first one to get the newest books.) 
Raphael and Kalman were playing 
the Jewish version of “Spot It” at the 
kitchen table. They had moved to the 
far end of the table so that Raphael 
would not sit in his parents’ chairs. 

Raphael stood up as soon as he saw 
his father walk into the house. He 
helped his father hang up his coat. 
“Tatty, is everything ok?” Raphael 
asked. His father usually didn’t come 
home this early and he looked a little 
pale.  

“I’m OK.,” his father replied. “I’m just 
feeling a little tired. The gentleman 
I usually learn with couldn’t make it 
today. I decided to come home and 
get into bed.”

Kalman eventually got bored of the 
game and asked Raphael if they 
could go upstairs to play on the 
drums. “I don’t think that’s a good 
idea,” Raphael replied. “My father 
is sleeping, and I never wake him up 
unless it’s an emergency.The other 
boys weren’t interested in the drums.
They preferred to stay downstairs and 
read. 

“Don’t worry. We’ll be really quiet 
and remember, you have the silencer 
on the drums. Your father won’t hear 
anything,” Kalman said reassuringly. 
Raphael felt in his bones that going 
upstairs was not a good idea. But 
Kalman wouldn’t accept ‘No’ for an 
answer. Raphael figured that maybe, 
if they went for just a few minutes, it 
wouldn’t be so bad. 

Everything seemed to be going great 
until Kalman accidently turned off the 
mute button and the keyboard speaker 
switched to full blast. The booming 
sound of the keyboard filled the room.  

Raphael and Kalman were in a panic.
They tried everything to turn it off, but 
things only got worse. Raphael was 
beside himself when he saw his father 
enter the room, and pull out the plug. 
The silence was deafening. 

Kalman and Raphael couldn’t stop 
telling Rabbi Stein how sorry they 
were for waking him up. “That’s ok,” 
Rabbi Stein said with his caring smile, 
but Raphael could tell that his father 
was really upset at him. “But I think 
it’s time for the boys to go home,” his 
father added as he turned around and 
walked back into his room.

When Raphael and Kalman 
joined their friends in the 
den, Raphael sat down on 
the couch with a deep sigh. 
His friends could see that 
he was very upset, but they 
didn’t know how to make 
him feel better. It was a very 
awkward moment. 

“I’m really sorry that you have to leave 
so soon,” Raphael told his friends. And 
they all agreed that the last thing they 
wanted to do was disturb Rabbi Stein 
again.

The boys left just in time. A little while 
later, fierce winds began to blow, and 
a torrent of rain pounded the windows. 
Raphael was still feeling really badly 
about what had happened. He decided 
to call his Zaidy for some wise advice. 

Raphael and Zaidy had become very 
close over the past year. Rabbi Stein’s 
eye had been badly hurt in a car 
accident and he needed to travel to a 
hospital in California every few weeks 
for a treatment. His grandparents 
stayed with the children each time 
their parents went away. From then 
on, whenever he had needed to talk 
about a problem, Zaidy was the first 
one that Raphael called.

Before he even got to the phone, it 
rang. “Zaidie!” Raphael exclaimed. 
“How do you always know that I was 
just going to call you?” 

“I guess it’s that special bond that 
we have, that with you being named 
after my father. It also helped that 
we spent so 

many nights learning together when 
Bubby and I stayed with your family 
last year.”

Zaidy loved telling Raphael about what 
it was like to be a boy in Europe before 
the war. He described what Shabbos 
and Yom Tov was like. He told him how 
much he had loved and respected 
his parents, and would never dream 

of sitting in his parents’ chairs or 
waking them up. 

“Wow”, Raphael said. “That’s not 
how it is nowaday. Most kids just 
take their parents for granted. 
My parents do everything for me 

and sometimes, if I remember, 
I say thanks. But truthfully that’s 

more from habit than from really 
appreciating what they do for me.”

Zaidy helped Raphael to understand 
that the mitzvah of Kibud Av V’Em 
were meant to help children, of all 
ages, to respect and appreciate their 
parents. Raphael decided to follow in 
his Zaidy’s footsteps. He would  work 
on standing up when his parents came 
into the room, and also not waking 
them up.
 
After learning that these halachas 
pertained to a Bubby and Zaidie as 
well, Raphael  practised them while 
his grandparents were with living 
with them. He even convinced his 
younger siblings to do these halachas 
as well. By the time his father’s eye 
was completely healed,  there were 
experts.

After telling his grandfather about 
the trouble he had gotten into today, 
Raphael felt reassured when his 
Zaidie said, “We all make mistakes. 
It’s human. The important thing is that 
you feel badly that it happened. You 
and I both know that you are going to 
be much more careful in the future.”

“Zaidie, you’re the best!” Raphael said 
as he handed the phone to his mother.

The fifth of the Aseres Hadibros is: Kibud Av V’Em: 
Honouring your father and your mother. 
Hashem is the Father of all of us. 
The same way we have to honour Hashem, we have to 
honour our parents as well. 
This week’s parsha tells us: "Honor your father and your 
mother in order that your days may be long upon 
the land which Hashem, your G-d, 
gives to you." 
(Shemos 20:12)  

A man once came to Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk with 
the following question. He had heard that his father was ill and felt 

obligated to make a trip to visit him.  However, since Halacha states that a 
person does not have to spend his own money to honor his parents, did he 
have to go if it meant spending his money for the train trip to his parent’s 

home. 

Rav Chaim’s terse reply was, “True, you are obligated to spend you own 
money on a train. But of course you can walk instead!
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"But truthfully 
that’s more from 
habit than from 

REALLY 
appreciating 

what they 
do for me."
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TALES OF TZADDIKIM

EVERYONE MAKES MISTAKES

RECOLLECTION OF CHESED NOTES GIVEN IN FROM OUR LAST CHESED JAR PROJECT :)

I BROUGHT THE LAUNDRY 
TO THE LAUNDRY ROOM 
FOR MY MOTHER. 
-SHLOMO P.

I BROUGHT FOR MY BUS DRIVER A PLATE OF LEFTOVER CHOLENT. 
I THINK IT WAS A BIG KIDDUSH H-SHEM! -NAFTULI M. B.

I RETURNED MY FRIENDS 
BASEBALL GLOVE THAT I SAW 
GETTING RUINED IN THE RAIN.
- YISROEL S.

I SAID GOOD MORNING TO THE OLD 
LADY ACROSS THE STREET
-BENTZY A.

I GAVE SOMEONE MY BLOCK 
ICE CREAM.  
-YOSEF AVRAHAM K.
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