
Bilam for hitting his donkey? Wasn’t the main problem 
that Bilam was on his way to curse Klal Yisrael 
(which is surely much more severe than hitting his 
animal)?  

Based on the above, Rav Chaim answers: This is 
exactly what the angel was telling Bilam: it is specifical-
ly because you are going to do such a terrible atrocity, that you 
will also be held accountable for hitting your donkey! If you 
were going to do a good thing, or even something 
permissible, you would be allowed to hit her for the 
purposes of helping you to fulfill your task. Now that 
you are going to do a terrible aveirah, you are not 
allowed to hit it!  

On this Rav Chaim offers an unbelievable Mussar 
for us all: If a person is, chas v’shalom, on his way to do 
an aveirah, he should not think that since he will be 
held accountable for the big aveirah, any small things 
that he does wrong on the way will go unnoticed. It is 
not that way; Hashem takes everything into account. 

He brings a frightening story of the Vilna Gaon 
zt”l: The Gaon once saw a Jew who was a mumar 
(one who does not keep the Torah) preparing to 
eat bread without first washing his hands. The 
Gaon told him that he must wash. The Jew laughed 
at the Gaon. “I do many worse things than not 
washing netilas yadayim,” he said. The Gaon 
replied, “That might be true, but do not think that 
just because you do worse things you will not be 
held responsible for the smaller sins. Rather, on 
everything you will have to give an accounting.” 

We can surely learn from all of the above that the 
converse is true as well, for the ‘measure of good’ is 
always more than the evil. So the great chizuk for us is: 
When a person is going to do a great mitzvah, he 
should not think for a second that any small mitzvah 
that he does on the way will not be looked at. Chas 
v’shalom! Everything is taken into account, and Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu does not withhold any reward from a 
person whatsoever. Every single good deed that a 
person performs - no matter how great or how 
seemingly small - will be rewarded, for all of eternity.   

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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One of the most fundamental perspectives that 
we must have in life is that everything we do makes a 
difference. How much of a difference? An eternal differ-
ence. From the smallest to the biggest deeds, from the 
strongest to the weakest ones, everything is taken into 
account. What is truly amazing is how far this princi-
ple goes, as we Be’ezras Hashem will see from a beauti-
ful example in our Parasha. 

The Torah teaches us how Bilam tried his utmost 
to curse Klal Yisrael. The Torah tells us that on his 
way a great miracle occurred, and the donkey that he 
was riding on spoke to Bilam. An angel stopped the 
donkey in its path, and Bilam began to hit the 
donkey, urging it to go. After the donkey rebuked its 
master, Hashem revealed the angel to Bilam’s eyes 
and the angel began to rebuke him, saying “Why did 
you hit your donkey three times?” 

In Mishchas Shemen, Rav Chaim Kaufman zt”l 
brings an amazing Rambam on this pasuk: The 
Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim (3, 17) teaches us that from 
here we learn that it is prohibited from the Torah to 
cause pain to a living being – ‘Tza’ar Ba’alei Chaim.’ 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l asks on this: Why is 
it that the Rambam derived Tza’ar Ba’alei Chaim 
specifically from our Parsha? Why did he not derive 
it from the fact that the Torah teaches us that when 
one sees his friend’s animal buckling under its load, 
he is obligated to remove the load, as it is a mitzvah 
of Perikah? Reb Yaakov answers that the mitzvah of 
Perikah is removing the pain from the animal; while in 
our Parasha it is actual pain, inflicted with one’s 
hands.   

On this Rav Chaim asks: We must still under-
stand why this scenario is considered an aveirah, if 
we know that it is clear from the Poskim that a 
person is allowed to cause pain to an animal if there 
is a purpose, such as riding or plowing. Here, too, 
where Bilam needed the donkey to ride, it seems that 
there should be no prohibition here! Rav Chaim then 
explains this with a beautiful approach that he says 
will answer a question of the Chasam Sofer. 

The Chasam Sofer asks, why did the angel rebuke 


