
 

 ולא לא תתגדדו יכםקאל 'לה בנים אתם

)יד:א( למת תשימו קרחה בין עיניכם  

You are all children to HaShem your G-d- you shall not 

cut yourself and you shall not make a bald spot 

between your eyes for a dead person (14:1)  

The gemara in Yevamos (13b) learns from this 

passuk the halacha that in one locale, two 

different minhagim cannot be practiced. Klal 

Yisroel is meant to display a tremendous level of 

achdus, and by simultaneously observing all 

different minhagim, a message is being sent that 

there is in fact no unity. The gemara learns this 

from the passuk by expounding in the words לא 

 The proper dikduk of the word would .תתגדדו

have been תגדדו לא . By adding the extra letter 

 the Torah is now able to learn out the extra ,”ו“

limud of לא תעשו אגודות אגודות, that it is 

forbidden to make different groups in Klal 

Yisroel. 

The Avnei Neizer wonders what exactly the 

connection is between the simple understanding 

of our passuk and this new pshat that we just 

mentioned. Our passuk is discussing the concept 

of dealing with excessive pain as a result of 

losing a relative. This seemingly has no 

connection with the gemara’s new limud.  

The Avnei Neizer quotes the Ramban, explaining 

that the reason why excessive pain over death is 

prohibited is because a person is obligated to 

believe in the eternity of the neshama. The guf is 

merely the clothing of the neshama. When a 

person passes away, even though his guf is 

buried in the ground, his neshama will live on 

forever. If one displays excessive pain as a result 

of a death, it appears that they do not believe in 

this concept. Thus, despite the natural grief that 

one feels at the loss of a loved one, a Yid should 

not be so terrified by death as to actually go 

ahead and mutilate his body. Such behaviour is 

only fit for those to whom death is chillingly 

final. 

The Avnei Neizer writes that similarly, from the 

aspect of the neshama, all Yidden are united. 

When do distances arise among the people? 

When the guf takes over; i.e. when the physical 

need of “being right” takes over, when the guf 

becomes the overriding force a distance is 

created, causing rifts and dissention.  

We can now understand the passuk as follows, 

תתגדדו לא - you shall not cut yourself because of 

a dead person. Why? Because a person must 

realize that the neshama is the main thing, and it 

lives on forever, whereas the guf is only the 

carrier of the neshama and only has limited time. 

Upon realizing this, one can appreciate תעשו לא 

אגודות אגודות , how important it is not to break 

up into different groups, because this in turn will 

bring us to machlokes, and by being involved in 

machlokes, we are acknowledging chas veshalom 

that our guf is the main thing. However, if we 

choose to recognize our neshama as supreme, 

then we are acknowledging that all of Klal 

Yisroel is one, leaving no place for machlokes. 

 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל    
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