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 בס"ד

The Tremendous Power And Reward Of Every Small Effort One Exerts In His 

Avodas Hashem  
 

›› Hashem Yisborach Permitted Noach To Benefit 
From The Animals     

The verse states (7:2): “Of all the pure animals you 
shall take for yourself seven pairs, a male and its mate, 
and of the animals that are not pure, two, a male and its 
mate.”  

The holy Ohr Hachaim asks why the verse uses the 
terminology of “take for yourself”, rather than just saying 
they should come into the arc. He answers that the 
Torah’s intention is to tell us two things:  

1: Noach was commanded to exert his own efforts to 
get seven pairs of each breed of animal. Had they come 
on their own only two would have come - as we see it later 
states (ibid:9): “Two by two they shall enter the arc.”  

The Ramban explains that verse to mean that two of 
each breed – one male and one female – came on their 
own in order to save the species. Noach, therefore, had 
to exert his own efforts to bring another six pairs for each 
pure breed.  

2: Hashem was telling Noach to take the additional 
animals “for himself”. Had He not told him this, he might 
have thought that he was commanded to bring seven 
pairs of each species, and all of these were needed to 
save the species and repopulate it, and to use for its 
designated work, such as to plow the ground. Therefore, 
he would not be permitted to offer any as sacrifices. But 
once Hashem clarified that they were for him to use as he 
saw fit, he was not permitted to offer some of them as 
sacrifices to Hashem or to slaughter and eat.  

›› Mitzvos Require Effort  

The Ramban learns from here an important point 
about serving Hashem. He states that the seven pairs 
were brought to be used for sacrifices, and they did not 
come to the arc through a miracle, but they 
needed to be brought through Noach’s 
efforts. This is because they were designated 
for a mitzvah, and a mitzvah should not be 
done through a miracle. A mitzvah is more 

valuable when it is done with exertion.  

We find this same idea in Parshas Chayei Sara (24:16), 
when Rivkah drew the water from the well for Eliezer, it 
states: “And she filled her bucket.” Rashi says the water 
miraculously rose for her. The Ramban says that he 
discerns this from the verse because it does not say that 
she drew the water; it merely says she filled the bucket. 
However, later in the verses (ibid: 20) it does say that she 
drew the water. This indicates that the miracle only 
occurred the first time she filled the bucket, and not the 
subsequent times.  

Hagaon Rav Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (in his Sefer 
Oznaim L’Torah) explains that the miracle occurred the 
first time she got water from the well because at that 
time she was taking water for herself and it was not a 
mitzvah. However, the subsequent times she was getting 
water for Eliezer and his camels. Since this was a mitzvah, 
no miracle occurred so that the mitzvah could be with 
exertion and be more valuable. 

We see this same concept later in our Parshah (9:23): 
“And Shem and Yafes took the garment, and they placed 
it on both of their shoulders, and they walked 
backwards”. Rashi says: It does not say “and they took”, 
the plural form. Rather, it states “and he took”, the 
singular form. This teaches us about Shem, that he 
exerted himself to fulfill the commandment more than 
Yafes did. Therefore, the sons of Shem merited a talis 
with tzitzis.  

The Sefer Toldos Yitzchak writes that we learn from 
here that if two people do a mitzvah and one puts forth 
more effort, the one who exerts more effort receives 
more reward.  

It is said jokingly that the extra reward Shem received 
is the difference between life and death. Shem was 

rewarded with the mitzvah of tzitzis, which is 
performed when one is alive. Yafes, who 
exerted a bit less effort, was rewarded with 
burial after death. 
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›› Every Drop Of Effort Is Infinitely Valuable!      

We see from this that every action will be weighed 
exactingly according to its value. Any minute additional 
effort adds to the value and leads to more reward.  

There is a well-known story that illustrates this point: 
The wife of the Vilna Gaon made an agreement with a 
friend that the first one of them to die would come to the 
other in a dream to tell her about the World to Come. Her 
friend died first and came to her in a dream, as promised.  

She told her that it would be impossible to describe the 
reward in the World to Come for mitzvos. 
She reminded her of one occasion when she 
lifted her finger to point out the home of a 
wealthy man where they could go to in 
order to raise funds for charity, and said that 
even for a small effort like this the reward is 
indescribable.  

Hagaon Rav Eliyahu Dessler zt”l 
(Michtav M’Eliyahu Chelek 3 Page 14) 
expounds on this concept and explains that 
it applies even true of a very small 
discomfort, as the Gemara says in Maseches 
Eruchin (16B) that yissurim, suffering, 
means even if someone sticks his hand into 
his pocket to take out three coins and only 
two come out. Even this small discomfort is 
called suffering.  

We see that in Heaven they take even 
very trivial things into consideration. This is 
all the more true regarding a mitzvah that is 
acquired through difficulties and 
discomfort. Even a small discomfort makes 
the mitzvah is worth 100 times more than a 
mitzvah done with no pain. And if there is a 
little more pain, one will receive an 
additional 100 times the reward.  

It stands to reason that for every bit of 
pain the reward is multiplied 100 times. This 
is because in relation to the higher level of 
pain the smaller level is considered as 
having no pain at all. Thus, if a person 
strengthens himself to perform a difficult 
mitzvah, even a little bit, the mitzvah can 
increase in value thousands-fold. 

Realizing all this, one should never say that he has 
already fulfilled a mitzvah and need not exert himself any 
longer. Since every additional bit of effort is valued greatly 
by Hashem, one should put forth all his strength to add 
even a little bit to enhance a mitzvah, and he will be 
enormously rewarded for this addition.  

In truth this is a fundamental rule in all areas of serving 
Hashem. One must realize that every obstacle and difficulty 
he encounters is a rung in the ladder that he can use to 
ascend to greater heights.  

Chazal say (Avos D’Rebbe Nosson 3:6) that one thing 
done with pain is greater than 100 things done easily. Every 
action performed with difficulty is worth much more than 
an action done with ease and with no difficulty. If one 
realizes this, he will not be deterred when faced with 
challenges. On the contrary, he will use the challenges as a 
means to improve himself and merit greater Heavenly 
assistance.  

›› Each Challenge Merits Its Own Reward     

The Gemara (Makkos 23A) states: People are naturally 
repulsed by the thought of ingesting blood. But still and 

all one who refrains from ingesting it 
receives reward. Robbery and 
licentiousness are things people are 
naturally drawn to. If one refrains from 
engaging in them he certainly receives 
more reward for him and his offspring and 
descendants.  

The Maharal cites the Mishnah in Avos 
(2:1) that states: “Be as careful with a 
minor mitzvah as with a major one, for you 
do not know the rewards of the mitzvos.” 
He thus asks how the Gemara can 
unequivocally state that the reward for 
one mitzvah is more than the reward of 
another.  

He answers that there are two aspects 
to the reward for a mitzvah. One is for the 
performance of the mitzvah itself. 
Regarding this aspect, no one can know 
which mitzvah bears a bigger reward than 
any other. The second aspect is the effort 
one exerts for a mitzvah. Regarding this, 
we can clearly know that the more toil one 
puts forth the more reward he will get. So 
too, the more desire one has for a sin, the 
more reward he gets when he conquers 
his desire and refrains from doing that sin 
that he wanted to do.  

We see from the Maharal that not only 
does the mitzvah have more value when it 
is performed with more effort, there is 
also an additional separate reward for the 
efforts themselves.  

In the Parshah of the binding of 
Yitzchak it is written (22:13): “And Avrohom lifted up his 
eyes, and he saw, and after there was another ram, and it 
was caught in a tree by its horns. And Avrohom went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son.  

Rashi states: “And after the angel said to him, ‘Do not 
stretch forth your hand,’ he saw it as it was caught…and 
after all the words of the angel and the Shechinah and 
after Avrohom’s arguments, after that he saw it caught in 
a tree…for it was running toward Avrohom, and the 
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Satan caused it to be caught and entangled among the 
trees.”  

Rav Dessler zt”l writes that we know that this ram was 
prepared for this moment from the time of Creation. Still 
and all, it did not appear immediately when it was needed. 
It only came with difficulty, after the Satan caused it to be 
stuck in a tree, and only after Avrohom’s arguments etc. 
The akeidah did not end until the ram was slaughtered in 
place of Yitzchak. Therefore, the difficulty involved in this 
was part of its perfection.   

The Gemara (Chagigah 9B) states: What is the 
meaning of the verse (Malachi 3:18): "Then once more 
you shall see the distinction between the righteous one 
and the wicked one, between one who serves G-d and 
one who does not serve him?" He said to him, "The one 
who serves G-d" and "the one who does not serve G-d" 
are both completely righteous men. But he who reviews 
his lessons a hundred times is not like he who reviews his 
lessons a hundred and one times. He said to him, “For one 
time he’s called "one who does not serve G-d?” He said to 
him, “Indeed!” Rashi explains that both are righteous, but 
they are not equal. 

This is an amazing insight! The 101st time makes the 
one individual superior to the other – even though he 
studied 100 times. In comparison, the second individual is 
considered as if he didn’t serve Hashem at all!  

The Mashgiach Rav Yeruchim zt”l writes (Da’as 
Chochmah U’Mussar 3:9) that a person’s entire success in 
life is dependent on how he acts in times of difficulty. If 
all of one’s actions would be placed on one side of a scale, 
and the actions he took in times of difficulty would be 
placed on the other side, the difficult times would weigh 
down the others. If we would bear this in mind, it would 
be much easier for us to work through our times of 
difficulty and suffering with the knowledge that we will 
ultimately benefit from the pain.  

›› Moshe Rabenu Was Not Allowed To Enter Eretz 
Yisroel Because Of A Lack Of Exertion Of Effort In 
the Performance Of A Mitzvah?       

The Gemara states (Bava Metzia 86): “Rav Yehuda 
says in the name of Rav: Everything Avrohom Avinu did 
for the angels on his own, the Holy One Blessed is He did 
on His own for his children. Everything Avrohom Avinu 
did through a messenger, the Holy One Blessed is He did 
for his children through a messenger. Avrohom ran to the 
cattle on his own, and Hashem sent the meat to the 
nation on His own. Avrohom took the butter and milk on 
his own, and Hashem sent the manna from Heaven on His 
own. Avrohom sent the water through a messenger, and 
Hashem sent water to the nation through the messenger 
of the rock.  

Hagaon Rav Eliyahu Lopian zt”l says that he heard 
from the Alter of Kelm zt”l that we can learn from the 
Gemara a great lesson in how careful we have to be with 

every mitzvah. Had Avrohom put forth the effort to bring 
the water to the angels on his own, Hashem Yisborach 
would have sent water to the nation on His own rather 
than through the rock. Thus, the entire test of the “mei 
merivah”, waters of division, would never have occurred 
– and Moshe and Aharon would have been able to enter 
Eretz Yisroel! 

Rav Lopian goes on to relate an incredible story 
involving the Maharsha, who served as Rov in Ostroha at 
the same time that the Maharam was Rov in Lublin. Rav 
Shimon Zev, son of the Maharshal, served in Lublin as 
Rosh Yeshiva. The Maharam and Rav Shimon Zev once 
had a disagreement regarding the explanation of a 
Tosfos, and the argument spread to their students. 

Eventually, the entire city took sides in the argument, 
and it reached the leaders of the community – who solved 
the dispute by removing the Maharam from his position 
as Rov and Rav Shimon Zev from his position as Rosh 
Yeshiva. They then went and offered the position of Rov 
to the Maharsha, who accepted the post and moved to 
Lublin.  

On his first Shabbos in Lublin, he began his sermon by 
saying, “I have two questions. For one I have an answer, 
but for the other I do not. My first question is what you 
were thinking when you offered me this position. Ostroha 
is a bigger, more distinguished city than Lublin. Why did 
you think I would accept your proposal? I have no answer 
to this question. The second question is why I indeed did 
accept. For this question I have an answer. Lublin is now 
a city with two private citizens of the caliber of the 
Maharam and Rav Shimon Zev. It is worthwhile to come 
here to live in a city with ‘balhabatim’ like that.”  

After Shabbos, the Maharam called in the community 
leaders and told them that he was issuing a ruling in his 
capacity as Rov to reinstate the Maharam to his old 
position, and he decreed that Rav Shimon Zev should 
move to Prague to serve as Rosh Yeshiva there. “And I,” 
he said, “shall leave here and return to Ostroha.” 

It certainly was a great effort for the Maharsha to pick 
himself up and come to Lublin, at risk of not being re-
accepted back in Ostroha. He could have simply sent a 
letter. But he didn’t do that. In order to restore the honor 
of the Torah, he traveled to Lublin by himself and exerted 
himself greatly. He did so because the more effort one 
puts in, the more success and efficiency he will have. 
Without toil, one cannot be assured of any success at all. 
It is therefore no wonder that the Maharsha’s chiddushim 
are found in every Gemara and studied by Jews around 
the world until today.  

Let us take the lesson of the power of exerting efforts 
and toil for mitzvos and thus merit the reward awaiting 
us for our toil. 

 


