
 Volume 18 – Issue 44                                                   Parshas Devarim - Shabbos Chazon 5776 W‰EwT BA ÂU OYRBD ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

7:40    -           TWRN TQLDH 
7:58   -                                     HEYQw 
8:46   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:42    -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:41  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
7777::::57575757    –––– Fast Begins                                    HEYQwHEYQwHEYQwHEYQw    
8:42  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
9:10  -                                     72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
Tisha B’Av falls on Shabbos this year, so 
the observance of the fast is pushed off 

until Sunday.  That brings up several 
different halachic situations. 

As Friday is actually Erev Tisha B’Av, 

one should not learn prohibited Torah 
topics after mid-day on Friday (on 

Shabbos all topics are permitted, 
though the custom is not to learn Pirkei 

Avos after Chatzos,) and if one can take 
his shower for Shabbos before chatzos, 

that would be proper according to a 
number of poskim. 

On Shabbos itself, one conducts himself 

in the normal manner and does not 
diminish his Shabbos meals because of 

Tisha B’Av.  Even Seudah Shlishis may 
consist of meat and wine, but must be 

concluded by sunset.  The fast begins at 
that time, though the other prohibitions 
do not start until after Shabbos. 

Sunday night, as it is already 11 Av, all 
the restrictions of the Nine Days are 

lifted and one may shower, do laundry, 
take a haircut and listen to music. 

The only exception is that the night 

following aveilus one does not eat meat 
or drink wine.  Besides for Motsai Tisha 
B’Av, this halacha would apply when one 

tears kriah at the Kosel in mourning for 
the Bais HaMikdash.  Then, he should 

not eat meat or drink wine until the next 
morning. 

One should make havdala, eat, change 

his shoes and wash his hands before 
saying Kiddush Levana on Sunday night 

Motsai Tisha B’Av. 

Thought of the week: 
When you look at things 
from another’s perspective 
you don’t abandon yours; 
you only broaden it. 

 ( ZY-ZU:AOYRBD)‰...IWEMwT LDGK IUQK UPwMB OYNP WRYKT AL ...QDC OTUPwW OKYXA IYB EMw‰ 
“Listen amongst your brethren and judge them righteously… Do not show 
favoritism in judgment; small and great alike shall you hear.” (Deut. 1:16-17)                              

Before he left this world, Moshe had to inculcate a plan for the future into the Jewish people. He 
wanted to review the entire Torah for this generation, even though it had been received by their 
fathers and mothers and was known to them. 

In his comments regarding leadership, he stresses that one should not try to sway the law away 
from the Torah. A casual observer might assume we do not want people to abuse their power 
and oppress the poor. However, as Rashi tells us, the warning is just as much to one who might 
choose to slant the judgment in favor of the pauper, though he did not deserve such treatment. 

In essence, the lesson is that the Torah was established to be just to all, as only HaShem alone 
could do. Only He is beyond time and knows every situation that will ever arise and therefore 
He built this wisdom into the mechanism of his Torah. One who seeks to “sweeten the 
judgment” by bending it is actually corrupting the entire universe. 

The Targum Yonason here adds another dimension which is a valuable lesson for interpersonal 
relationships. He comments: “Accept from your brothers: that is to say, “do not allow one to speak 
all his words while cutting off the words of another. If you do this, it will be impossible that you 
will not be able to come to the correct judgment and make peace between man and his fellow.” 

One of the biggest obstacles to clear judgment, therefore, is letting one opinion or perspective 
block you from seeing any other way of understanding the situation. Once you have made up 
your mind, it is very difficult to change it. Therefore, each party must be free to make his case. 

Moshe, then, was warning the Jews. You’re going into a land where you will dwell together. If 
you want to have peace, and remain there, then you cannot take sides and be closed to the 
possibility that another is right. To do so is to ruin the Torah and the world. Instead, be willing to 
listen and learn. 

As we go into Tisha B’Av, and we reflect on the constant lack we experience by not having the 
Bais HaMikdash, we should take these messages to heart and understand that we’ve had the 
power to bring back the Shechina all along. 

Before we ever entered the land, Moshe taught us to accept that there is always something we 
don’t know; always a power beyond our perception; always a reason to seek out new insight.  

By respecting the opinions of others, and considering them before we draw our own 
conclusions, we will be better equipped to recognize that HaShem, too, has a plan to which we 
are not privy, so we should not judge Him harshly. If we are open to learn, we will have peace. 

Flying to Israel one day, Ari noticed a fellow Jew on the flight who appeared to be observant. 
The traveler did not greet Ari nor even make eye contact. Ari felt this was rude, but it got worse. 

During the meal, the other passenger didn’t even make a bracha as he ate and drank.  When a 
minyan prayed, the other Jew took a nap.  Ari was incensed.  How could this person dress to 
appear to the world like a frum Jew when he didn’t daven or even make blessings on his food?! 
Ari tried to put it out of his mind for the rest of the flight but the hypocrisy of it infuriated him. 

When the plane landed, Ari saw the “faker” met by a group of people who had been waiting for 
him and the coffin of his mother, which he had been accompanying to burial in Israel. Only then 
did Ari realize that this man was an “onain,” who is prohibited from performing mitzvos or even 
making a bracha until after his relative is buried.  It dawned on him that he did not judge the 
other man favorably.  In truth, he realized, he was the one who was faking it; dressing like an 
observant Jew, but not acting like one at all. 
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Mrs. Leeba (Lila) Kizelnik 
(Babbie Leeba) ob”m 

BA OXNM A‰Y UYYCRAY 
From her loving family, who 

still think of her often. 

It’s an open and shut 
case! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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