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  ‘Mitzvah Matzos’ – מצות של מצוה''  
Erev Pesach after midday, I went to the matzo bakery in Monsey 
where I live, to bake ‘Mitzvah Matzos’ with our group. However, I 
erred with the time and I was an hour early. In the meantime, I 
observed who was baking matzos and I saw that my Rebbe, my 
teacher was baking matzos with his group. I observed how he 
baked the matzo and it soon became clear that he did not have 
enough help. I immediately joined them to the joy of my Rebbe and 
the group for the special hashgacha. After we finished, they 
presented me with a set of ‘Mitzvah Matzos’ for my help. I did not 
do it for any reward but this was an extra virtue to receive ‘Mitzvah 
Matzos’ from the Rav. 
After I finished baking with my group, I left the bakery with a 
double set of matzos. 
On the morning of the first day of Yomtov I met a good friend from 
Williamsburg who was in Monsey for Pesach. We were talking and 
he told me that he felt a little bad that he did not arrange to have 
Mitzvah Matzo for the Seder and asked if I could get him Mitzvah 
Matzo for the second Seder (outside of Israel), I immediately invited 
him to my house to get the Mitzvah Matzo from the extra set. The 
joy was great with the literal supervision of Hashem Yisbarach 
which could be literally felt.                                 

   א.ז.                      

A knob and a flower –  ופרחכפתור  
He was a dedicated worker when no one else wanted to work, even 
if no one else could make it to work he showed up even if it was 
Erev Shabbos or Erev Yomtov and sometimes even after Shabbos or 
Yomtov. 
He fulfilled his role faithfully until he was forced to move to another 
city and because of the great distance he could no longer work at 
the factory. 
Now that he had left, I had a problem. Everyone was used to having 
someone work the inconvenient hours and I could not find a way to 
make them come in. I already let my wife know that I would not be 
found during those hours as I would have to fill the void until I 
found a solution… The day before I had to work those hours I 
received a call from a young man who used to work for me several 
years ago and we lost touch. After a brief chat, I asked him where 
he is working now and he answered with one word “unemployed”. I 
asked him if he was interested in working a little and he said that he 
was only interested in working a few hours here and there… exactly 
the hours that no one else wanted to work and he was happy to 
work these times.                       

     כ.ה.      
  

And live by them – בהם וחי  
Today, everyone wants ‘to have a life’, and what we are willing to 
do for this purpose, almost anything. A person is prepared to 
exert himself, get up early, work hard, go back home at the end of 
the day exhausted and weary, and again get up early for his hard 
work. The main thing is that one day he will ‘have a life’, however, 
after all the passing days and years it becomes clear to us that 
whatever we are looking for is just slipping away between our 
hands, and we go on and get older and the dream about making a 
life for ourselves does and gets further away… If someone would 
come and announce that he knows how to make a life, we would 
pounce upon him with questions, how, where, when, the main 
thing is that he reveals to us the secret how to ‘make a life’. 
Is there such a thing? And if so we too want to listen to him. 

בהם''ושמרתם את חקותי ואת משפטי אשר יעשה אותם האדם וחי   – 
‘You shall observe My decrees and My judgments, which man 
shall carry out and live by them’ (18:5). Rashi explains, ‘And live 
by them – in the World to Come, for if you should say that the 
posuk is referring to life in this world, is it not man’s destiny to 
die?’ Rashi HaKadosh reveals the secret to us, there is no life in 
this world, ‘for if you should say that the posuk is referring to life 
in this world, is it not man’s destiny to die! The true life is in the 
World to Come, and what is the stipulation to receive an 
admission card for life in the World to Come? ‘You shall observe 
my decrees and My judgments’, all well and good, every Jewish 
child knows and understands this, however, here we have a slight 
addition, here the secret is revealed to us that it is possible to live 
in this world, how is this possible?! 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells us, ‘You shall observe My mitzvos’, not 
simply to observe a mitzvah, rather, to remember at every 
moment that we learn Torah and fulfill mitzvos that these are the 
mitzvos that HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us, these are His mitzvos, 
this is His Torah! And to fulfill every mitzvah with joy that stems 
from faith that with this I am doing the will of my Creator. A 
person who lives with faith merits to fulfill the mitzvah with joy 
and not as one possessed by a demon, and more than this, he 
merits to ‘make a life’, for a life in the shadow of faith is true life. 
This is hinted at in the posuk of  ושמרתם את חקותי ואת משפטי'

 You shall observe My decrees and My‘ – אשר יעשה האדם וחי בהם'
judgments, which man shall carry out and live by them’, when a 
person performs the decrees and judgments with joy because this 
is what Hashem commanded, then immediately, when he does 
them, ‘and live by them’! 
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 העבודה לשרש אחר הפניות והנגיעות
The service to root out pollutants and contaminants 

 

 
)טז:ג(בזאת יבא אהרן אל הקדש בפר בן בקר לחטאת ואיל לעלה:   

With this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary: with a bull of 
cattle, for a sin-offering and a ram for an olah-offering. (16:3) 
This posuk is referring to Aharon the Kohen when he comes to 
atone in the Sanctuary on the specific day of the year, Yom 
Kippur, however, our Torah is eternal and every statement 
teaches a person the thing that he must do at all times, and if 
this is so, then this posuk must teach a person the proper path to 
travel even nowadays, therefore, it is incumbent on the person 
who wants to know his Creator to consider the Celestial will that 
is hinted at in this posuk. 
Behold, it came to my mind to say that perhaps, the Torah is hinting 
here to the person who desires to elevate in elevations of service and to 
become closer to his Creator, that it is on him to constantly examine his 
actions and check if they need correction, and if he finds fault in them 
he must immediately return to it and see to it that from now on this will 
not happen again. The intent is not to examine just the actions that are 
not aligned with the Celestial will chas v’shalom, but he should even 
examine the good deeds that he did to see if they were blended with 
some pollutants or motives that were not for Hashem, and then if he 
should determine that there were contaminants he should return to 
these deeds and root them out so they not be as previous, and in this 
way he is constantly serving his Creator, then he is guaranteed that most 
of the time he will merit that his deeds are acceptable to his Creator, 
and he will be included with those who perform mitzvos properly.  
This is the intent of the posuk when it states, ‘with this shall Aharon 
come into the Sanctuary’, Aharon teaches about a life of kindness as 
explained in the holy seforim that the Kehuna [Priesthood] is a life of 
kindness. In terms of our topic, the intent here is that the person should 
be pious with his Creator, this person yearns to always climb the 
mountain of Hashem and to come to the Sanctuary, this person carries 
the advice of the Torah to always check his actions if they are 
acceptable, and this is ‘the bull, a young male of cattle, for a sin-offering 
and a ram for an olah-offering’ for a sin-offering is a correction for one 
who transgresses a prohibition, a negative precept, and an olah-offering 
is the correction for one who transgresses a positive precept. Since the 
Torah states that a person must constantly examine to determine if he is 
obligated to offer a sin-offering, that is, he acted inadvertently and did 
something that was not in line with the Supreme will, or perhaps he was 
obligated to offer an olah-offering, meaning that he performed a 
mitzvah with pollutants which makes it as if he did not perform it, for 
the pollutants and contaminants that are blended in with the actions of 
a person are a disadvantage and hinder him from elevating and coming 
before the King of the World. Since this is so, it is as if he literally 
nullified the mitzvah, therefore, it is incumbent on him to check over 
and over  to determine if the intent of his actions were for the sake of 
Heaven, and if he sees that they were in the category of an olah-
offering, that is, it lacked the appropriate intent, he should go back to it 
and correct the mitzvah itself, and determine to not do it again, and 
from now on his actions will be for the sake of Heaven. 
This service is very necessary for the person, for if he does not examine 
his actions it is quite possible that he has transgressed all his life without 
the merit that he has even performed one mitzvah properly, as a person 
is very devout in his feelings and desires, therefore, he is not cognizant 
of the wrong he is doing, it is possible that he is accumulating many 
mitzvos and good deeds without realizing that the spirit of the 
Omnipresent is not pleased with them at all. Even if he can identify the 
contaminants he does not identify the severity if he does not set aside 
some time to think about his obligation in this world and if the intent of 
his actions is fulfilling his obligation.   
 

    
 

Even the great Tzaddikim were always concerned that perhaps their 
actions were blended with minute contaminants, and as told about 
HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Moshe of Kavrin zy”a that before his passing 
he was concerned if he was assured that even once through his life he 
answered one amein or yehei shemei rabbah properly, he was calm 
and settles that he was destined to give an accounting when he came 
to the World Above, yet, according to his lofty level, even the 
answering of amein could be bound with pollutants and 
contaminants, and he literally did not see in himself any mitzvah that 
he had fulfilled properly that he could bring with him to the Celestial 
Court, and if the truly righteous did not find comfort in themselves 
and they found fault in their actions, then what can we say when in 
comparison we are just moss on a wall, and even if we believe that all 
the actions of this exalted Tzaddik were for the sake of Heaven, still, 
since he was on such a high plain, he was corned for pollutants and 
contaminants, how much more so when it comes to our lowly level, it 
is incumbent on us to understand that our actions require constant 
examination. 
I will tell a story that illustrates the intent of these words. This happened in 
Upper Yerushalayim, a man came into the home of Rebbe Moshe Blau with 
tears on his cheeks and he recounted his problem. ‘It has been some time 
that my daughter has reached the age of marriage and I want her to marry a 
Talmid Chacham, a G-d fearing man, and so after much effort I found a young 
man whose heart was filled with awe, complete in Torah, and beautiful 
character, and like me, the boy’s father also recognized these traits and was 
asking for a large sum of money for the boy or else he would not agree to the 
marriage. I, like many others in Yerushalayim, am very poor and I support my 
family with great difficulty and even a regular dowry is above my means and 
who can even speak of a large dowry? On the other hand, it is not possible to 
pass up a boy like him, he is perfect for my daughter who complements him 
in character and nature.’ The man wanted to be relieved from his distress as 
after a long search he found a desired soul to bring his daughter to the 
covenant of marriage and he wanted R’ Moshe, a man of action, to help him 
in his difficult time with advice and salvation. 
Everyone knows the description, in those days poverty was rampant and 
there were many in the same predicament, and since this was so, Rebbe 
Moshe did not have many ways to help him. However, a man like R’ Moshe 
was not one to sit with folded hands when a man stood before him in great 
distress and after a few moments, R’ Moshe thought of a way to help him. He 
turned to the man and told him to wait until he returned. 
R’ Moshe left the house while his family was wondering and asking 
themselves where was their father going? How could he possibly help this 
man? R’ Moshe wandered the streets of the city for many hours and upon 
returning, spoke to the man who was anxiously waiting and said that his 
efforts bore fruit, and the shidduch should go forward. 
R’ Moshe’s family already knew that all this time he had not been looking for 
money, so they wondered how he managed to do it and when the man left 
they asked their father about it. Then R’ Moshe told them that he did not look 
for money at all, everyone knew that no one had money, rather, he said to 
himself, ‘At least I will try to do what I can, and I went to the boy’s father and 
I spoke to his heart that he should agree to the shidduch without taking a 
large sum of money and my words bore fruit and he acquiesced to my 
request.’ 
Upon hearing this one child spoke up, ‘Father! This kind of effort is after the 
fact, you should have davened to Hashem Yisbarach to give you the money to 
help those seeking your help!’ 
These words were not pleasing to R’ Moshe and his response was sharp: ‘You 
think of yourselves, why should I ask that I have the money to give? Why not 
ask that they have enough and not come to me at all? You want what is best 
for another and why? So that you should give…’ 
These words are an illustration of what was stated above, that the person 
should not feel that his good deeds are blended with impurities, to the extent 
that he loses trach of his purpose, therefore, it would be beneficial for a 
person to inspect his deeds and with this he will merit to cling to his Maker.  
 

    
 


