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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in  getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Haazinu

Transition from Yom Kippur to Sukkot

THE ANGEL WITHIN US

We recite "Baruch Shem Kevod Malchuto leolam vaed" out loud on Yom Kippur when we are compared

to angels. It is interesting to note that this takes place at Maariv on the night of Yom Kippur, when we

have just finished eating our festive pre-Yom Kippur meal and are in the mood to enjoy the many

beautiful melodies of the Yom Kippur davening. Twenty-four hours later, after an entire day of affliction

and fasting, of holiness and purity, of very emotional davening, we recite Kriat Shema for the first time

in the post-Yom Kippur Ma'ariv and there we say "Baruch Shem ..." silent. How can this be? At the

onset of Yom Kippur, while we were still  digesting the delicious chicken, we considered ourselves s

angels, whereas twenty-four hours later, after all that has transpired, and our condition really is similar

to the angels, the comparison is no longer valid?

The answer is that man is defined by his thoughts and intentions. At the beginning of Yom Kippur, our

bodies may be full of food and drink, yet our thoughts on this holy day revolve around whether or not

we will succeed in davening properly. We worry about whether or not our prayers will be accepted and

about what Hashem has decreed for us, as well as for the entire nation. One whose thoughts are on

spiritual matters can truly be compared to an angel. At the Ma'ariv at the conclusion of Yom Kippur, the

opposite is the case. The body may have gone through a process of affliction and purification, yet the
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moment we recite "ve-hu rachum yechaper avon" our mind is on the cake awaiting us. The angel within

us seems to have disappeared!

CONTINUE CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN

The angel may have departed, but we must not allow the day's accomplishments to "fly away" as well.

We have attained a much higher level and we must do our utmost to retain it. This idea is alluded to in

the Torah reading for the first day of Rosh Hashana. Hagar sighted one angel after another, yet the end

result was: "and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt" (Bereishit 21:21). Could the

woman who was in the constant company of angels do not better for her son than find him a shidduch

with an Egyptian, a people whose immoral, base instincts are expounded upon in the Torah? (see

Vayikra 18:3). We read this portion on the first of the ten days of teshuva to remind us that our ascent

to the level of angels should not end up the way Hagar's did.

We rejoice on Motzei Yom Kippur for what we have accomplished. We must realize, however that this is

not enough. We must decide in our hearts that this upward progression has to continue. We must

spiritually prepare ourselves for the upcoming year. It is at this crucial moment that we must organize

our time,  committing ourselves  to  more  Torah study,  to acts  of  chesed,  to properly  honoring our

parents, so that our material occupations revolve around these spiritual tasks. We must not first find a

job, work out the salary, and only then look for a bit of time to squeeze in some mitzvoth. If this

spiritual ascent does not continue, G-d forbid, then we have not achieved the goal of Yom Kippur as the

A-mighty  intended.  For  the  past  forty  days  (beginning  with  Rosh  Chodesh  Ellul)  we  have  been

strengthening ourselves by elevating the spiritual above the physical, culminating in a total immersion

in the forty se'ah of the purity of Yom Kippur. This is the time, while we truly believe in our capabilities,

to resolve that next Erev Yom Kippur we will be on yet a higher level than this one. One who believes

he has the potential and resolves to fulfill it can withstand all obstacles and difficulties.

ALL EYES ARE UPON US

As students  of  the  Yeshiva,  let  us  take  stock.  We have spent  forty  days purifying ourselves.  The

pre-Yom Kippur meal may be viewed as a means of channeling our physical pleasures towards serving

Hashem. The climax of all this is Yom Kippur - proof of the supremacy of the spiritual over the physical.

How can we even imagine ourselves at this point leaving this holy framework the moment this day of

purification ends?

Bittul Torah, neglect of Torah study, in the home is, in one way, a worse offense than in the Yeshiva.

Regrettably, there are students who sometimes waste their time in Yeshiva; but when a yeshiva bachur

arrives home, all eyes are upon him - he represents all yeshiva students. If he does not learn and does

not involve himself in Torah and mitzvoth, he is guilty of a tremendous chillul Hashem. Other people

witnessing this behavior can maintain that if he is free from any obligation to observe the Torah, then

they certainly are. Even activities which , in and of themselves, are not prohibited may be a source of

chillul Hashem. We must remember that all eyes are upon us, because we represent the Torah! (See

Rambam, Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 5:11, chillul Hashem is on the most serious of the four levels of

kaparah - Hilchos Teshuva 1:4).

It is told of R' Yisrael Salanter that he once took ill and was forbidden by his doctors to study Torah. He

obeyed the doctors' orders scrupulously, but he made sure, nevertheless, to sit next to an open book

and act  as if  he were learning. R'  Yisrael  explained that he may have had a valid reason for  not

learning, but others were not aware of it, and this might cause a chillul Hashem.

We must transform these days of bein-hazemanim into a period of Kiddush Hashem and apply our

incredible achievements of the past forty days to our daily lives. We must help our neighbors and our

parents and we must deal honestly in business; this, after all, was the purpose of our eating on Erev

Yom Kippur - to channel our physical activities into serving Hashem. Once we have built our sukkah and

purchased our arbah minim, we must return to our learning, so that all those who will see us will think -

that is how I would like my sons to act.

The younger generation often feels certain that the older generation has a clear picture of what life is
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all about. The widening distance from traditional Judaism, however, has caused even older people to

lose their clarity. The modern world offers so many diverse lifestyles that it is difficult for people to

choose. They often choose according to their assessment of the end prouct, by comparing the products

of various educational systems. Thus, setting a good example is worth more than tens of thousands of

exciting sichot and derashot. This is something we all can do!

THE UPCOMING WEDDING

The Chassidic writings tell  us that the seven days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur can be

compared to the shiv'ah neki'im - the seven clean days of purification the "bride", the Jewish nation,

must undergo in preparation for her upcoming "wedding" on Yom Kippur (see Pri Tzaddik 8). It is on

this day that the great union takes place and all obstacles and barriers between the loving couple are

removed.

Following the wedding are seven days of celebration in the "chuppah" of the sukkah. The seventy

nations, Hashem's creatures, are invited as guests, and it is in their honor that we offer seventy bulls

on sukkos. At the conclusion of the seven days, the guests take their leave and on Shemini Atzeres, the

chasan and kallah enter their permanents home alone together (this is symbolized by bringing only one

bull  on Shemini  Atzeres).  The chut hameshulash, the three-ply cord (Koheles 4:12) that ties it  all

together is the rejoicing over the Torah. On Simchas Torah the Holy One, Blessed is He, the Torah, and

the people of Israel literally become one.

May it  be  the  will  of  Hashem that  we merit  acting in  a  way commensurate  with  the  tremendous

awakening we are now experiencing. Amen.
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