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Parshas Yisro: In a Fog 
There is a fascinating verse in this week's portion of the Torah, one that always troubled me.  I 
believe I found the correct meaning of the Torah. 

The Almighty is explaining the impending procedure for the giving of the Torah to Moshe, and He 
says, "Behold, I am coming to you in the thickness of the cloud, in order that the people hear when 
I speak to you, and they will also believe in you forever" (Exodus 19:9). 

What troubles me is simple.  Why does Hashem have to come in the thickness of the cloud in order 
to hear Him?  Had Hashem revealed himself without a cloud cover would it have been impossible to 
hear the words of the Torah? 

In addition what is the meaning of the words, "and they will also believe in you forever"? What does 
that have to do with Hashem appearing in a cloud? 

THE STORY 
A few years back, I read an article about Daniel Kish, a man who is completely blind -- he lost 
sight in both eyes by age 13 months.  But he uses his ears to see. When he walks around 

unfamiliar places he clicks his tongue and then listens as that 
sound bounces off nearby objects. 
He says he's trained his brain to turn these sounds into an 
image of sorts -- an auditory map he follows with the help of 
a cane. 

"When you send out a sonar call ... you're interrogating the 
environment," he said. "You're asking, 'Where are you?' and 
'What are you?' And the environment answers back." 

Kish is the founder of a nonprofit organization called World 
Access for the Blind. His goal is to teach this technique of 
"human echolocation" -- or seeing the world through sound -- 

to blind people all over the world. 

So far, the group has taught at least 500 blind children to see with their ears. 

"It isn't that difficult to teach. It really isn't," he said. "I believe that the brain is already at 
least partly wired to do this. All that needs to happen is the hardware needs to be awakened. It 
needs to be activated, and we believe we've found ways of doing this." 

The Message 
Perhaps the Almighty is sending us a message.  Sometimes focusing on the message must be of 
greater focus than the messenger.  Had the Almighty revealed Himself in any clearer way other 
than in a thick fog, the entire nation would be so stricken by the sight that they may not have been 
able to concentrate on anything that was said! 

My rebbe, Rav Mendel Kaplan, zt"l used to chide us to stop taking notes.  "When you write, you 
write to forget.  Just listen!" he would say. 

Maybe that is why Moshe was told, "and thus they will believe in you forever".  When the clarity of 
Moshe stood next to the haze of fog enveloping the presence of the Almighty, Moshe emerged with 
a clarity that will forever be remembered - even when his nation is in a fog!  

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky 
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Of the Ten Commandments, seven are negative commandments, meaning you should never do them. Two, 

Having HaShem as our G-d and Honoring our Parents also seem to be constant, always mitzvos.   

Strangely, one mitzvah seems to be a rather limited one. The mitzvah to remember Shabbos is something 

that we only need to do once a week, which is somewhat unique. 

Now, since Shabbos is a testament to the fact that HaShem created the world in six days, we could say that 

it reflects on the rest of the week as well, but we don’t need to come on to that. 

Rashi teaches that this mitzvah is to constantly think about Shabbos.  If one finds a tasty item on Monday, 

he should say, “Ah, I will save that for Shabbos!”  

Throughout the week, one should be thinking 

ahead and preparing for Shabbos.  Why?  Because 

remembering Shabbos isn’t just about our 

workweek.  The Sages call the World to Come, 

“Yom Shekulo Shabbos,” a day completely of 

Shabbos. 

Just as we must prepare beforehand if we want to 

be able to eat on Shabbos, we must prepare every 

day of our lives for that everlasting Shabbos, 

when we will not be able to do any more mitzvos.  

Then, we will only have whatever mitzvos and 

merits we’ve prepared ahead of time. 

Clearly, Shabbos is a lifelong mitzvah, 24/7/365.  

Are you prepared? 

 

When Moshe asked Yisro to stay and be a guiding light for Klal Yisrael, Yisro declined, 
preferring to go back to his homeland to teach others. 

The Midrash relates that Yisro responded, “A candle only shines in a dark place.  Of what 
benefit is a candle (Yisro) when the sun (Moshe) and moon (Aharon) are shining brightly?” 

Therefore, he went back home and taught others to serve HaShem.  He was wise in 
recognizing his ability to act as a beacon for others.   

We, too, each have an ability to shine and illuminate the lives of others, and teach them by 
our example. 

It seems that Yisro had a good answer for not staying.  How is it that Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
greatest man who ever lived, did not know this simple argument about how useless a 
candle is in bright sunlight? 

It must be that despite the seemingly correct logic of Yisro, he was wrong! 

True, a physical candle is insignificant at high noon or on a night well-illuminated by the 
moon.  However, a spiritual fire is never inconsequential, and even in the presence of the 
greatest people, we can each add our own light to the atmosphere, and have a positive, 
illuminating, influence. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

At Sinai, G-d held the mountain over us like a chuppah, a marriage 
canopy.  When your spouse asks you to do something, it doesn’t 
have to make sense to you.  They just have to be beloved to you.  

 That’s reason enough to do what they ask. 


