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A talmid once noticed the Pupa Rebbe, R’ Yaakov 
Yechezkiya Greenwald, about to enter his office.

The talmid returned later...The Rebbe tried to make light of the issue...

In his haste the bochur 
was not careful…

Gadol shimushan... It’s 
a great mitzvah to serve 

my Rebbe. Let me rush 
and open the door.

Ah, my son, don’t 
worry. It’s just a 
message that I’m 

not worthy of such 
honor...

Rebbe, please forgive 
me. I feel terrible. I’m 
sorry that I was not 
concentrating and...

כ‘ אדר  1941 - 1882  5701 - 5642

Rabbi Yaakov Yechezkiya Grunwald was born in Tshorna, Hungary, to Rabbi Moshe and 
Zisel (Gestetner) Grunwald. He studied under his father until his marriage at age 18 to 
Sora Rivka, the daughter of his uncle R’ Yisroel Menachem Braun. In 1906, when he was 
just 24 years old, he became Av Beis Din in Likov, Hungary. In 1911 he was invited to take 
over his uncle R’ Eliezer Dovid’s position as the Av Beis Din of Zehlem, Austria. In 1929, 
he was chosen as Rabbi of Pupa, Hungary. He established a yeshiva there which soon 
numbered 300 students. He guided his talmidim as his own children and taught each one 
by example the importance of diligence in learning, middos and Yiras shomayim. He was 
endeared and revered by the gedolim of his generation and authored ליעקב ,ויגד יעקב 

.among others ,שו״ת משפטיך

If that’s the case, 
you caused that in 

Shamayim there was a 
discussion about me... 
if so, I really have to 

thank you!

My son, what did you do 
wrong? Chazal say that a 
person does not bang his 
finger in this world unless 
it has been decreed in the 

upper worlds!

Oy, Rebbe! I… 
I’m so sorry! 

Here is a tissue.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ִמְצַות ְסִפיַרת ָהֺעֶמר -ִמְצָוה שו   
 We are commanded to count 49 days — seven complete 
weeks — from the day of the bringing of the ֺעֶמר offering, which is the 
16th day of ניסן, as the סּוק ה in this week’s פָּ שָּ רָּ ֶכם …  :states פָּ ּוְסַפְרֶתם לָּ

ה  …ִמּיֹום ֲהִביֲאֶכם ֶאת ֺעֶמר ַהְתנּופָּ  — You shall count for yourselves … from 
the day when you bring the ֺעֶמר of the Waving …  )א כג:טו )ַוִּיְקרָּ  and 
elsewhere: ְך ר לָּ ֻבֺעת ִתְספָּ ה שָּ  You shall count seven weeks for — ִשְבעָּ
yourselves … )ִרים טז:ט    .)ְדבָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך gives a ל שָּ  to explain the counting of the days. It is מָּ
like a slave yearning and counting the days until his ultimate freedom. 
With each day that passes, there is anticipation that the new day of 
freedom is closer. Similarly ֵאל  show their excitement for the ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
ה בּועֹות and ֶפַסח by counting the fifty days between תֹורָּ  Each passing .שָּ
day adds a new yearning and excitement to reaching the day of  ַמַתן
ה ֵאל The ultimate purpose for which .תֹורָּ  were freed from [the ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
slavery in] Egypt was to receive the ה   .ַהר ִסיַני as a free nation at תֹורָּ
אֹון זצוק״ל   .lived in the 9th century [4242-4302] ַרֵבינּו ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
He was visiting a small town and stayed at the local inn where the 
Jewish innkeeper welcomed all of his guests with great warmth.  ר׳
אֹון  ,was also received with much hospitality and friendliness ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
despite the fact that his host was unaware of who he was. After a few 
days, the host realized he had a special guest by the distinguished 

visitors and townsfolk who came to see the גָּאֹון. After asking around 
he became aware that his guest was none other than אֹון  .ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
 The innkeeper entered אֹון  s room in tears, fell’ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
upon the floor, and begged forgiveness. The אֹון  did not know what גָּ
the man had done wrong and asked him to explain. The innkeeper 
could hardly contain himself and with a loud wail he cried, “Only now 
did I realize that you are the great master אֹון  If only I had .ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
known this before, I would have behaved differently!”  
 “I do not understand,” the גָּאֹון said. “You were ever so kind 
to me! What difference would it have made if you had known who I 
was? What more could you possibly have done?” 
 “How can you compare the honor I showed you to the honor 
I  would  have  given  you  if  I  had  known  who  you  were  before?” 
the innkeeper cried. “I would have done it with far greater devotion 
and enthusiasm!” 
 Sometime later, אֹון  It was from“ ,ַתְלִמיִדים told his ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
that special innkeeper that I learned a new method in serving ד׳. Now 
each evening I do ה  on the day before. I review my day and I now ְתשּובָּ
recognize the Creator far more than the evening before. My previous 
day’s ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳ was lacking and should have been with more devotion, 
and therefore needs forgiveness!” 
Every night that we count during ה  is a time to reflect on our ְסִפירָּ
growth in preparing for ה  ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע :Adapted from  .ַמַתן תֹורָּ

R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל, born in Aleppo, Syria, to ִיְצָחק and ֵלָאה, 
was named after ֶעְזָרא ַהָנִביא because his mother gave birth 
to him after davening at ֶעְזָרא's grave. He studied in Aleppo 

under R' Yehuda Aslan Attiah before moving to ְירּוָשַלִים. In 1907, he learned 
in ְיִשיַבת ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד (later ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף) under ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ָשלֹום Laniado and ר׳ יֹוֵסף 
Yedid. During WWI he fled to Egypt where he founded ְיִשיַבת ֶכֶתר ּתֹוָרה in 
Cairo, which existed until 1948. After returning to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל, he was 
appointed רֹאש ְיִשיָבה of ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף, a position he held until his ְּפִטיָרה. He also 
served on the Sephardic ֵבית ִדין for 20 years. He was a master at nurturing 
 including R’ Ovadia Yosef ,ַמְנִהיֵגי ַהדֹור and ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל who became ַּתְלִמיִדים
 .ַזַצ״ל

 י״ט אייר
5645 — 5730 
1885 — 1970 

R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל once overheard two 
boys comparing ִראׁשֹוִנים: Who was 
greater, the ַרְמַב״ם or the ַרְמַב״ן? R' 
Ezra smiled and said, “You can use a 
jeweler’s balance scale to measure 
very small things, but if you use it to 
weigh bars of gold, it could break. The 
 are like boulders. You are ִראׁשֹוִנים
thinking to weigh the ַרְמַב״ם, the ַרְמַב״ן, 
and the ״א  The scale cannot hold such ?ַרְׁשבָּ
weight!” 

Haas

TorahThoughts



Voyage to ShabbosLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה לֹא ַתֲעׂשּו… אכָּ לָּ ל מְׁ א ֹקֶדש כָּ רָּ תֹון ִמקְׁ ִביִעי ַשַבת ַשבָּ … ּוַביֹום ַהשְׁ  
 … and the seventh day is a day of complete rest, a holy 
convocation, you shall not do any work … (א כג:ג רָּ  (ַוִיקְׁ
 It was during the fall of 1939, and the Nazi inferno was 
poised to explode over European Jewry. R' Shlomo and Thea Plaut 
were among the lucky ones — they made it to England just before 
the war began. Then, in 1940, they boarded the ship that would 
bring them to the United States, the land of freedom. 
 The  journey  was  fraught  with  danger.  After  weeks  of 
travel, the passengers cheered when the American shore came into 
view. The Plauts did not share in the general merriment. True, they 
were glad that the long, hazardous trip was finally coming to an end. 
But as they got closer to land, it became apparent that the ship 
would be docking on ת  Forms would have to be filled out, papers .ַשבָּ
would have to be signed — how could they do that on ת  ?ַשבָּ
 R' Shlomo was still pondering a solution for their dilemma 
when the ship anchored at the dock, and the excited passengers 
began to line up to disembark. The Plauts took their place in the line 
that  inched  forward  as  each  of  the  passengers  passed  by  the 
immigration officials. Their turn was coming closer and R' Shlomo 
still had no solution to their problem. 
 Mrs. Plaut’s turn came first. She pleaded to ד׳ in her heart, 
“Please don’t let me desecrate the holiness of ת  ”.ַשבָּ
 “Sign here, please,” the official said in a bored tone. 
 She  glanced  at  the  paper  briefly,  then  looked  at  the 
official.  
 “I can’t sign! My husband will take care of it.” 
 Then she darted around him and ran off the ship. 
 The man blinked after her in surprise. He then turned back 
to R' Shlomo. “Was that your wife?” 
 “Yes.” 

 “Fine, so you can sign.” 
 R' Shlomo took a deep breath. “I’m sorry, but I can’t sign. 
Today is my Sabbath, and we are not allowed to sign papers.” 
 The official’s face darkened. “Sir, you must sign here, or 
you will have to remain on the ship. And the ship will be turning 
around and going back to England this afternoon. Is that what you 
want?” 
 “I’m sorry, but I can’t.” 
 The officer was bewildered by the behavior of this strange 
couple. This was not going to be resolved easily, and he had to make 
a decision; hundreds of people were waiting. The process was going 
to take hours and this incident would only add to everyone’s time. 
 He scratched his head, then blurted out, “Fine; wait on the 
dock until tonight. Then you can sign.” 
 R' Shlomo smiled with relief and whispered thanks to 
 .as he left the ship and joined his wife on the dock הקב״ה
 Directly  behind  R'  Shlomo  stood  Uri  Shraga  Neuman,  
a 17-year-old boy. He, too, had no intention of signing on ת  The .ַשבָּ
penniless young man, newly arrived in a strange country, did not 
expect the official to let him go. The night before docking he’d been 
unable to sleep; he had resigned himself to returning to England. 
 Now, though, Uri Shraga saw what the Plauts had done, 
and that gave him the courage to do the same. He stepped forward 
with his head held high. 
 “I also keep the Sabbath today. I, too, cannot sign.” 
 He joined the Plauts on the dock. As the day wore on, 
more and more refugees noticed what these people had done, and 
were inspired to stand firm and do the same. An entire group of 
holy people gathered on the dock, celebrating ת  in true spiritual ַשבָּ
beauty — and offering praise and thanks to הקב״ה. 

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (with kind permission from CIS) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף א׳
*Eli and Yoni were neighbors, but they never got along. The school was making 
renovations and the vending machine was relocated. Ari asked Yoni, “Do you 
know where the vending machine has moved? I am really hungry!” Yoni quickly 
replied, “Why bother! Just ask Eli for some of his snack. He always has loads of 
nosh stuffed in his backpack.” Ari went to ask Eli and explained that he was 
asking because Yoni mentioned that he always has lots of nosh in his backpack. 
Is it a problem for Ari to repeat to Eli what he heard from Yoni?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Yoni may have had no ill intent when he mentioned that Eli’s backpack was 
stuffed with nosh. However, it is ֲאַבק ְרִכילּות to repeat a statement that can be 
understood in two ways, especially when it is repeated to someone who is likely to view 
it as a negative statement. 

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while standing, if 
you are lying in bed and suddenly remember that you forgot 
to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand up and count 

 .ְסִפיָרה
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה ִבְרַכת  that we learn that all ְגָמָרא quotes the בֵּ

 .ְסִפיָרה of ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ַהִמְצֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
On occasion, R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל would spend his precious time 
talking with a certain individual. Perplexed, one of his ַתְלִמיִדים 
asked his ֶרִבי“ ,ֶרִבי, why?” He explained [in his native tongue], 
 One — ַא מֶענטׁש װָאס פֶעלט ֶעם גֶעלט, מ׳גֶעבט ֶעם ְצָדָקה ִמיט גֶעלט;“
who lacks money, we give him charity by giving him money; — 

ַא מֶענטׁש װָאס פֶעלט ֶעם ַא ִביסל ֲחִׁשיבּות ִאין ִזיְך, פַאר ֶעם גֶעבן ָכבֹוד  
 ,one who is missing a bit of self-respect, for him — ִאיז ְצָדָקה!
giving him respect is ְצָדָקה!” 

*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

UnderstandingDavening
ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה …   ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ ים יֹום, ְוהִּ שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ

…ַלד׳  
 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… you shall count 50 
days, and then offer a meal offering to ד׳… 

This ָפסּוק explains why we count the 49 
days of the עֹוֶמר. Why do we continue the 
 the meal ,ִמְנָחה ֲחָדָשה and mention the ָפסּוק
offering — the י ַהֶלֶחם  Some ?ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
י ַמַהִרי״ח( ְמֹפָרִשים  explain that this part )ִלקּוטֵּ
of the ָפסּוק is not relevant, but is simply the 
end of the ָפסּוק, and it would be 
inappropriate to stop in the middle of a 
י ַחִיים ְוָשלֹום( ְמֹפָרִשים Other .ָפסּוק  )ַדְרכֵּ
explain that the counting of the עֹוֶמר is 
based on the offering of the י ַהֶלֶחם  ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
on ָשבּועֹות. We hope that by ָמִשיחַ  ,ָשבּועֹות 
will be here and we will be able to bring the 
י ַהֶלֶחם  and, according to this 2nd ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
ִמְצַות  the ְמַקיֵּם we will retroactively be ,ְפָשט
ה  .ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר of ֲעשֵּ

The contest: During the weeks leading 
up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ ַשת  and until ַקבָּ רָּ ת פָּ ַשבָּ
ַלח  learn at least 45 minutes before ,שְׁ
ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ  in either your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
ה ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for .בֵּ
an  hour  or  more,  you  will  get an 
additional entry into the raffle. 
 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור כֹות ַשבָּ  or  ִהלְׁ
ת  you will receive an extra ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
entry in the raffle. This contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade.  
 
If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this 
exciting program, please send in your 
signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 
506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will 
be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  a 
beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Dear Talmid, 
 Although R' Ezra Attiah 
 was primarily charged with ַזַצ״ל
teaching the senior עּור יָבה  in שִׁ ְישִׁ
 ָבחּור he knew every ,ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף
and tested each יד  personally ַתְלמִׁ
to make sure that each was given 
appropriate guidance. Among 
some of his prize ים ידִׁ  are ַתְלמִׁ
 R' Avraham Harari-Raful ָחָכם
יָט״א  R' Baruch Ben-Haim ָחָכם ,ַשלִׁ
יָט״א  R' Ovadiah Yosef ָחָכם ,ַשלִׁ
 of ַזַצ״ל R' Sion Levi ָחָכם ,ַזַצ״ל
Panama, and ָחָכם R' Ben Zion 
Abba Shaul ַזַצ״ל, the former רֹאש
יָבה  .ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף of ְישִׁ
 Once, during עּור  he ,שִׁ
had an interesting dialogue with 
the “class clown,” a very bright 
and witty יד  who did not ַתְלמִׁ
seem destined for serious תֹוָרה 
learning. One day the יד  ַתְלמִׁ
made a wisecrack in class. R' Ezra 
outwitted  him  with  a  quick, 
humorous reply. Momentarily 
taken aback, the יד  smiled ַתְלמִׁ
and answered with another sharp 
quip. Again R' Ezra replied with an 
even more clever remark. The 
exchange continued until the boy 
ran out of things to say. Before 
the incident, this יד  thought ַתְלמִׁ
that the life of a ן תֹוָרה  was בֶּ
boring and lacked any form of 
humor.  Once  he  saw  that  a 
person can learn seriously and 

still retain a sharp wit, he became 
a serious student.  
 On another occasion R' 
Ezra mentioned to the boys that 
he “had the privilege of meeting 
the Gerrer Rebbe.” One יד  ,ַתְלמִׁ
who held his י בִׁ  ,in high esteem רֶּ
said, “Maybe he had the privilege 
of meeting you!” R' Ezra saw the 
response as a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  for דֶּ
the Rebbe and ignored the יד  ַתְלמִׁ
for a week in order to emphasize 
the lesson. 
 R' Ezra was a master י בִׁ  רֶּ
and was determined to nurture 
ְשָרֵאל ְבֵני  who were true ְגדֹוֵלי יִׁ
 He detected when a .תֹוָרה
יד  s behavior was due to a’ַתְלמִׁ
fear of being too serious, or due 
to a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  R' Ezra’s .דֶּ
reaction to a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  דֶּ
seemed severe, but we all know 
that this was the cause of the 
death of the 24,000 ים ידִׁ ר׳  of ַתְלמִׁ
יָבא   .ֲעקִׁ
 My יד  R' Ezra taught ,ַתְלמִׁ
us that being respectful to a י בִׁ  רֶּ
and to a friend is the essence of a 
true ן תֹוָרה  Let us take the .בֶּ
message of this period and strive 
to  do  the  same,  as  well  as  be 
extra careful in how we relate to 
our parents too! 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ      ְיהִׁ
ידּות י  Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ בִׁ  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the word פֹּת  ,כַּ
which is (or seems to be) in the plural? 

2. What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ ן  offer to explain what prompted the רַּ בֶּ
י ְצרִׁ יש מִׁ  ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against אִׁ

1.  The word כַּפֹּת is spelled missing a “ְָּמִרים) …”ו ַּפֹּת ת  .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2. i) When he heard the ֲהָלָכה that the ִׁים ַָּפנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין ּתֹוָרה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ְִׁצר ִׁיש מ ֶּן ִאָשה) … became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ  .(24:10 — ד״ה ו
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Voyage to ShabbosLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה לֹא ַתֲעׂשּו… אכָּ לָּ ל מְׁ א ֹקֶדש כָּ רָּ תֹון ִמקְׁ ִביִעי ַשַבת ַשבָּ … ּוַביֹום ַהשְׁ  
 … and the seventh day is a day of complete rest, a holy 
convocation, you shall not do any work … (א כג:ג רָּ  (ַוִיקְׁ
 It was during the fall of 1939, and the Nazi inferno was 
poised to explode over European Jewry. R' Shlomo and Thea Plaut 
were among the lucky ones — they made it to England just before 
the war began. Then, in 1940, they boarded the ship that would 
bring them to the United States, the land of freedom. 
 The  journey  was  fraught  with  danger.  After  weeks  of 
travel, the passengers cheered when the American shore came into 
view. The Plauts did not share in the general merriment. True, they 
were glad that the long, hazardous trip was finally coming to an end. 
But as they got closer to land, it became apparent that the ship 
would be docking on ת  Forms would have to be filled out, papers .ַשבָּ
would have to be signed — how could they do that on ת  ?ַשבָּ
 R' Shlomo was still pondering a solution for their dilemma 
when the ship anchored at the dock, and the excited passengers 
began to line up to disembark. The Plauts took their place in the line 
that  inched  forward  as  each  of  the  passengers  passed  by  the 
immigration officials. Their turn was coming closer and R' Shlomo 
still had no solution to their problem. 
 Mrs. Plaut’s turn came first. She pleaded to ד׳ in her heart, 
“Please don’t let me desecrate the holiness of ת  ”.ַשבָּ
 “Sign here, please,” the official said in a bored tone. 
 She  glanced  at  the  paper  briefly,  then  looked  at  the 
official.  
 “I can’t sign! My husband will take care of it.” 
 Then she darted around him and ran off the ship. 
 The man blinked after her in surprise. He then turned back 
to R' Shlomo. “Was that your wife?” 
 “Yes.” 

 “Fine, so you can sign.” 
 R' Shlomo took a deep breath. “I’m sorry, but I can’t sign. 
Today is my Sabbath, and we are not allowed to sign papers.” 
 The official’s face darkened. “Sir, you must sign here, or 
you will have to remain on the ship. And the ship will be turning 
around and going back to England this afternoon. Is that what you 
want?” 
 “I’m sorry, but I can’t.” 
 The officer was bewildered by the behavior of this strange 
couple. This was not going to be resolved easily, and he had to make 
a decision; hundreds of people were waiting. The process was going 
to take hours and this incident would only add to everyone’s time. 
 He scratched his head, then blurted out, “Fine; wait on the 
dock until tonight. Then you can sign.” 
 R' Shlomo smiled with relief and whispered thanks to 
 .as he left the ship and joined his wife on the dock הקב״ה
 Directly  behind  R'  Shlomo  stood  Uri  Shraga  Neuman,  
a 17-year-old boy. He, too, had no intention of signing on ת  The .ַשבָּ
penniless young man, newly arrived in a strange country, did not 
expect the official to let him go. The night before docking he’d been 
unable to sleep; he had resigned himself to returning to England. 
 Now, though, Uri Shraga saw what the Plauts had done, 
and that gave him the courage to do the same. He stepped forward 
with his head held high. 
 “I also keep the Sabbath today. I, too, cannot sign.” 
 He joined the Plauts on the dock. As the day wore on, 
more and more refugees noticed what these people had done, and 
were inspired to stand firm and do the same. An entire group of 
holy people gathered on the dock, celebrating ת  in true spiritual ַשבָּ
beauty — and offering praise and thanks to הקב״ה. 

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (with kind permission from CIS) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף א׳
*Eli and Yoni were neighbors, but they never got along. The school was making 
renovations and the vending machine was relocated. Ari asked Yoni, “Do you 
know where the vending machine has moved? I am really hungry!” Yoni quickly 
replied, “Why bother! Just ask Eli for some of his snack. He always has loads of 
nosh stuffed in his backpack.” Ari went to ask Eli and explained that he was 
asking because Yoni mentioned that he always has lots of nosh in his backpack. 
Is it a problem for Ari to repeat to Eli what he heard from Yoni?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Yoni may have had no ill intent when he mentioned that Eli’s backpack was 
stuffed with nosh. However, it is ֲאַבק ְרִכילּות to repeat a statement that can be 
understood in two ways, especially when it is repeated to someone who is likely to view 
it as a negative statement. 

 Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while standing, if 
you are lying in bed and suddenly remember that you forgot 
to count ְסִפיָרה, you must get out of bed, stand up and count 

 .ְסִפיָרה
 The אּור ֲהָלָכה ִבְרַכת  that we learn that all ְגָמָרא quotes the בֵּ

 .ְסִפיָרה of ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ַהִמְצֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
On occasion, R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל would spend his precious time 
talking with a certain individual. Perplexed, one of his ַתְלִמיִדים 
asked his ֶרִבי“ ,ֶרִבי, why?” He explained [in his native tongue], 
 One — ַא מֶענטׁש װָאס פֶעלט ֶעם גֶעלט, מ׳גֶעבט ֶעם ְצָדָקה ִמיט גֶעלט;“
who lacks money, we give him charity by giving him money; — 

ַא מֶענטׁש װָאס פֶעלט ֶעם ַא ִביסל ֲחִׁשיבּות ִאין ִזיְך, פַאר ֶעם גֶעבן ָכבֹוד  
 ,one who is missing a bit of self-respect, for him — ִאיז ְצָדָקה!
giving him respect is ְצָדָקה!” 

*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

UnderstandingDavening
ְנָחה ֲחָדָשה …   ם מִּ ְקַרְבתֶּ ים יֹום, ְוהִּ שִּ ְסְפרּו ֲחמִּ תִּ

…ַלד׳  
 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… you shall count 50 
days, and then offer a meal offering to ד׳… 

This ָפסּוק explains why we count the 49 
days of the עֹוֶמר. Why do we continue the 
 the meal ,ִמְנָחה ֲחָדָשה and mention the ָפסּוק
offering — the י ַהֶלֶחם  Some ?ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
י ַמַהִרי״ח( ְמֹפָרִשים  explain that this part )ִלקּוטֵּ
of the ָפסּוק is not relevant, but is simply the 
end of the ָפסּוק, and it would be 
inappropriate to stop in the middle of a 
י ַחִיים ְוָשלֹום( ְמֹפָרִשים Other .ָפסּוק  )ַדְרכֵּ
explain that the counting of the עֹוֶמר is 
based on the offering of the י ַהֶלֶחם  ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
on ָשבּועֹות. We hope that by ָמִשיחַ  ,ָשבּועֹות 
will be here and we will be able to bring the 
י ַהֶלֶחם  and, according to this 2nd ָקְרָבן ְשּתֵּ
ִמְצַות  the ְמַקיֵּם we will retroactively be ,ְפָשט
ה  .ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר of ֲעשֵּ

The contest: During the weeks leading 
up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ ַשת  and until ַקבָּ רָּ ת פָּ ַשבָּ
ַלח  learn at least 45 minutes before ,שְׁ
ה חָּ ת every ִמנְׁ  in either your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
ה ִשיבָּ ש or local יְׁ רָּ ית ִמדְׁ  If you learn for .בֵּ
an  hour  or  more,  you  will  get an 
additional entry into the raffle. 
 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular ִלּמּוד to learn and you can 
even review ּגּום ד ַּתרְׁ ֶאחָּ א וְׁ רָּ ַנִים ִמקְׁ  If .שְׁ
you arrange for a group, and you have a 
ת to learn about ִשעּור כֹות ַשבָּ  or  ִהלְׁ
ת  you will receive an extra ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
entry in the raffle. This contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade.  
 
If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this 
exciting program, please send in your 
signed faxes by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 
506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ה ִשיבָּ  city and state, your ,יְׁ
contact and fax #’s and your name will 
be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  a 
beautiful set of ִשים דֹולֹות חּומָּ אֹות ּגְׁ רָּ  !ִמקְׁ

Dear Talmid, 
 Although R' Ezra Attiah 
 was primarily charged with ַזַצ״ל
teaching the senior עּור יָבה  in שִׁ ְישִׁ
 ָבחּור he knew every ,ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף
and tested each יד  personally ַתְלמִׁ
to make sure that each was given 
appropriate guidance. Among 
some of his prize ים ידִׁ  are ַתְלמִׁ
 R' Avraham Harari-Raful ָחָכם
יָט״א  R' Baruch Ben-Haim ָחָכם ,ַשלִׁ
יָט״א  R' Ovadiah Yosef ָחָכם ,ַשלִׁ
 of ַזַצ״ל R' Sion Levi ָחָכם ,ַזַצ״ל
Panama, and ָחָכם R' Ben Zion 
Abba Shaul ַזַצ״ל, the former רֹאש
יָבה  .ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף of ְישִׁ
 Once, during עּור  he ,שִׁ
had an interesting dialogue with 
the “class clown,” a very bright 
and witty יד  who did not ַתְלמִׁ
seem destined for serious תֹוָרה 
learning. One day the יד  ַתְלמִׁ
made a wisecrack in class. R' Ezra 
outwitted  him  with  a  quick, 
humorous reply. Momentarily 
taken aback, the יד  smiled ַתְלמִׁ
and answered with another sharp 
quip. Again R' Ezra replied with an 
even more clever remark. The 
exchange continued until the boy 
ran out of things to say. Before 
the incident, this יד  thought ַתְלמִׁ
that the life of a ן תֹוָרה  was בֶּ
boring and lacked any form of 
humor.  Once  he  saw  that  a 
person can learn seriously and 

still retain a sharp wit, he became 
a serious student.  
 On another occasion R' 
Ezra mentioned to the boys that 
he “had the privilege of meeting 
the Gerrer Rebbe.” One יד  ,ַתְלמִׁ
who held his י בִׁ  ,in high esteem רֶּ
said, “Maybe he had the privilege 
of meeting you!” R' Ezra saw the 
response as a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  for דֶּ
the Rebbe and ignored the יד  ַתְלמִׁ
for a week in order to emphasize 
the lesson. 
 R' Ezra was a master י בִׁ  רֶּ
and was determined to nurture 
ְשָרֵאל ְבֵני  who were true ְגדֹוֵלי יִׁ
 He detected when a .תֹוָרה
יד  s behavior was due to a’ַתְלמִׁ
fear of being too serious, or due 
to a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  R' Ezra’s .דֶּ
reaction to a lack of ץ רֶּ ְך אֶּ רֶּ  דֶּ
seemed severe, but we all know 
that this was the cause of the 
death of the 24,000 ים ידִׁ ר׳  of ַתְלמִׁ
יָבא   .ֲעקִׁ
 My יד  R' Ezra taught ,ַתְלמִׁ
us that being respectful to a י בִׁ  רֶּ
and to a friend is the essence of a 
true ן תֹוָרה  Let us take the .בֶּ
message of this period and strive 
to  do  the  same,  as  well  as  be 
extra careful in how we relate to 
our parents too! 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ      ְיהִׁ
ידּות י  Your                         ,ְבְידִׁ בִׁ  רֶּ
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eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין ּתֹוָרה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ְִׁצר ִׁיש מ ֶּן ִאָשה) … became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ  .(24:10 — ד״ה ו
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

A talmid once noticed the Pupa Rebbe, R’ Yaakov 
Yechezkiya Greenwald, about to enter his office.

The talmid returned later...The Rebbe tried to make light of the issue...

In his haste the bochur 
was not careful…

Gadol shimushan... It’s 
a great mitzvah to serve 

my Rebbe. Let me rush 
and open the door.

Ah, my son, don’t 
worry. It’s just a 
message that I’m 

not worthy of such 
honor...

Rebbe, please forgive 
me. I feel terrible. I’m 
sorry that I was not 
concentrating and...

כ‘ אדר  1941 - 1882  5701 - 5642

Rabbi Yaakov Yechezkiya Grunwald was born in Tshorna, Hungary, to Rabbi Moshe and 
Zisel (Gestetner) Grunwald. He studied under his father until his marriage at age 18 to 
Sora Rivka, the daughter of his uncle R’ Yisroel Menachem Braun. In 1906, when he was 
just 24 years old, he became Av Beis Din in Likov, Hungary. In 1911 he was invited to take 
over his uncle R’ Eliezer Dovid’s position as the Av Beis Din of Zehlem, Austria. In 1929, 
he was chosen as Rabbi of Pupa, Hungary. He established a yeshiva there which soon 
numbered 300 students. He guided his talmidim as his own children and taught each one 
by example the importance of diligence in learning, middos and Yiras shomayim. He was 
endeared and revered by the gedolim of his generation and authored ליעקב ,ויגד יעקב 

.among others ,שו״ת משפטיך

If that’s the case, 
you caused that in 

Shamayim there was a 
discussion about me... 
if so, I really have to 

thank you!

My son, what did you do 
wrong? Chazal say that a 
person does not bang his 
finger in this world unless 
it has been decreed in the 

upper worlds!

Oy, Rebbe! I… 
I’m so sorry! 

Here is a tissue.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America
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Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ִמְצַות ְסִפיַרת ָהֺעֶמר -ִמְצָוה שו   
 We are commanded to count 49 days — seven complete 
weeks — from the day of the bringing of the ֺעֶמר offering, which is the 
16th day of ניסן, as the סּוק ה in this week’s פָּ שָּ רָּ ֶכם …  :states פָּ ּוְסַפְרֶתם לָּ

ה  …ִמּיֹום ֲהִביֲאֶכם ֶאת ֺעֶמר ַהְתנּופָּ  — You shall count for yourselves … from 
the day when you bring the ֺעֶמר of the Waving …  )א כג:טו )ַוִּיְקרָּ  and 
elsewhere: ְך ר לָּ ֻבֺעת ִתְספָּ ה שָּ  You shall count seven weeks for — ִשְבעָּ
yourselves … )ִרים טז:ט    .)ְדבָּ

י ַהִמְצָוה  ִמָשָרשֵׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך gives a ל שָּ  to explain the counting of the days. It is מָּ
like a slave yearning and counting the days until his ultimate freedom. 
With each day that passes, there is anticipation that the new day of 
freedom is closer. Similarly ֵאל  show their excitement for the ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
ה בּועֹות and ֶפַסח by counting the fifty days between תֹורָּ  Each passing .שָּ
day adds a new yearning and excitement to reaching the day of  ַמַתן
ה ֵאל The ultimate purpose for which .תֹורָּ  were freed from [the ְכַלל ִיְשרָּ
slavery in] Egypt was to receive the ה   .ַהר ִסיַני as a free nation at תֹורָּ
אֹון זצוק״ל   .lived in the 9th century [4242-4302] ַרֵבינּו ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
He was visiting a small town and stayed at the local inn where the 
Jewish innkeeper welcomed all of his guests with great warmth.  ר׳
אֹון  ,was also received with much hospitality and friendliness ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
despite the fact that his host was unaware of who he was. After a few 
days, the host realized he had a special guest by the distinguished 

visitors and townsfolk who came to see the גָּאֹון. After asking around 
he became aware that his guest was none other than אֹון  .ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
 The innkeeper entered אֹון  s room in tears, fell’ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
upon the floor, and begged forgiveness. The אֹון  did not know what גָּ
the man had done wrong and asked him to explain. The innkeeper 
could hardly contain himself and with a loud wail he cried, “Only now 
did I realize that you are the great master אֹון  If only I had .ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
known this before, I would have behaved differently!”  
 “I do not understand,” the גָּאֹון said. “You were ever so kind 
to me! What difference would it have made if you had known who I 
was? What more could you possibly have done?” 
 “How can you compare the honor I showed you to the honor 
I  would  have  given  you  if  I  had  known  who  you  were  before?” 
the innkeeper cried. “I would have done it with far greater devotion 
and enthusiasm!” 
 Sometime later, אֹון  It was from“ ,ַתְלִמיִדים told his ר׳ ַסֲעְדיָּה גָּ
that special innkeeper that I learned a new method in serving ד׳. Now 
each evening I do ה  on the day before. I review my day and I now ְתשּובָּ
recognize the Creator far more than the evening before. My previous 
day’s ֲעבֹוַדת ד׳ was lacking and should have been with more devotion, 
and therefore needs forgiveness!” 
Every night that we count during ה  is a time to reflect on our ְסִפירָּ
growth in preparing for ה  ספר החינוך על פרשת השבוע :Adapted from  .ַמַתן תֹורָּ

R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל, born in Aleppo, Syria, to ִיְצָחק and ֵלָאה, 
was named after ֶעְזָרא ַהָנִביא because his mother gave birth 
to him after davening at ֶעְזָרא's grave. He studied in Aleppo 

under R' Yehuda Aslan Attiah before moving to ְירּוָשַלִים. In 1907, he learned 
in ְיִשיַבת ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד (later ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף) under ר׳ ְרָפֵאל ָשלֹום Laniado and ר׳ יֹוֵסף 
Yedid. During WWI he fled to Egypt where he founded ְיִשיַבת ֶכֶתר ּתֹוָרה in 
Cairo, which existed until 1948. After returning to ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל, he was 
appointed רֹאש ְיִשיָבה of ּפֹוַרת יֹוֵסף, a position he held until his ְּפִטיָרה. He also 
served on the Sephardic ֵבית ִדין for 20 years. He was a master at nurturing 
 including R’ Ovadia Yosef ,ַמְנִהיֵגי ַהדֹור and ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְשָרֵאל who became ַּתְלִמיִדים
 .ַזַצ״ל

 י״ט אייר
5645 — 5730 
1885 — 1970 

R' Ezra Attiah ַזַצ״ל once overheard two 
boys comparing ִראׁשֹוִנים: Who was 
greater, the ַרְמַב״ם or the ַרְמַב״ן? R' 
Ezra smiled and said, “You can use a 
jeweler’s balance scale to measure 
very small things, but if you use it to 
weigh bars of gold, it could break. The 
 are like boulders. You are ִראׁשֹוִנים
thinking to weigh the ַרְמַב״ם, the ַרְמַב״ן, 
and the ״א  The scale cannot hold such ?ַרְׁשבָּ
weight!” 
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