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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Shemot

THE SERVITUDE IN EGYPT AS A RESULT OF LOSHON HARA

"'Who appointed you as a dignitary, a ruler, and a judge over us? Do you propose to murder me, as

you murdered the Egyptian'? Moshe was frightened and he thought, 'indeed the matter is known!'"

(Shemos  2:14).  What  does  the  Torah  mean  when  it  states  that  "Moshe  was  frightened  and  he

thought, indeed the matter is known"? On a simple level it would appear that Moshe feared that if this

man knows that it was Moshe who killed the Egyptian, then he will spread the word and eventually

Pharaoh will find out and punish him.

Rashi, however cites an additional interpretation, Moshe said to himself "if you are to wonder why the

Jews find themselves in a state of enslavement more than other people. I now understand." Moshe

was referring to the loshon hara spoken by the Jewish people - they were sentenced to servitude by

Hashem for having spoken loshon hara.

Were there not also very fine people who were involved in learning Torah? What about the tribe of

Levi who was not enslaved and spent their time learning Torah, what about the elders of Israel?

Chazal in fact teach us that even the slaves did not work on Shabbos and they too spent their time
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learning Torah. We see that despite all of the positive aspects of the Jewish nation, Moshe attributes

their troubles to their having spoken loshon hara. Loshon hara results in a distancing of Jew from

fellow Jew, even husband and wife. Chazal add that not only does it create enemies within Klal Yisrael,

our speaking loshon hara even distances us from Hashem.

For the latter reason, we are taught that the Ketores, the incense offering, atones for the sin of loshon

hara.  The word "ketores" is similar  to the word "kitra"  which implies  a knot -  it  creates a bond

between Hashem and the Assembly of Israel. Chazal add that when a person speaks loshon hara,

even if he were to spend many hours learning Torah, his Torah does not atone. A person should rather

learn Torha before speaking loshon hara and that would serve to prevent him from speaking loshon

hara.

Doeg,  a  great  Talmid  Chacham during  the  days  of  Shaul  Hamelech  served  as  the  head  of  the

Sanhedrin. We are taught that as a result of the loshon hara which he spoke, he has no share in the

World to Come. A person must realize that the idea of loshon hara is not a function merely of the

words spoken but at what time and to whom. For example, a person may say about another person

that he is a fine Jew, certainly a great compliment. However, if one were to say this to the Gestapo it

would not be viewed by them as a compliment. Similarly, although we consider it a great compliment

to refer to someone as a talmid chacham, this would not be viewed too positively by the KGB. Thus we

see that the time and place also effect whether or not speech is classified as loshon hara.

There are times when negative speech is necessary. For example, if one was to suggest a shidduch

and there is something crucial that the other side needs to know then it must be said. A distraught

father once came to me with the following story - a shidduch was suggested for his daughter, and he

was told that the boy learns very well. After a few more inquiries, he concluded that this would be a

suitable  match for  his  daughter.  What  he later  discovered was that  this  supposedly  fine  Yeshiva

bochur had a drinking habit, this means he became drunk not only on Purim but on other days as well.

There are therefore times when one is required to reveal negative information.

The following story took place in Yeshivat Hakotel many years ago and the Rav (Hagaon Harav Shlomo

Zalman Auerbach) zt"l issued a particular halachic ruling which I must admit I am not quire sure I

understand. A boy walked into the Yeshiva and tried to shoot Rav Hadari Shlit"a. It was a miracle that

nothing happened to Rav Hadari. The boy was taken to a mental hospital. The Rav was asked whether

this information should be revealed if a shidduch were suggested for this young man. The Rav ruled

that it should only be revealed when asked, if not asked then do not say anything. Regardless of the

specific  application  of  the  halacha,  there  are  times  when  it  is  permitted  and  required  to  reveal

negative information in order to avoid terrible situations.

May, with Hashem's help, we only see the positive side of people. If speaking negatively about others

is such a terrible thing, imagine how great a mitzvah it is to say good things - to praise, to love each

other.  Creating an atmosphere  of  peace  and  harmony between husband  and  wife  and  others  is

certainly a great mitzvah.  May we merit  only saying good things about others and may Hashem

reward us with only good things.
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