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YOU WERE THERE – WE ALL WERE 
 

כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום לפני ד' “ 29:14

 ”אלקינו, ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו היום

“But with whoever is here, standing with us today 

before Hashem, our G-d, and with whoever is not 

here with us today.” The Torah is telling us about a Covenant 

between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel were to 

accept Hakodosh Boruch Hu as their G-d, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

to accept Klal Yisroel as His people. Rashi explains that “Whoever is 

not here with us today,” refers to the generations who are destined 

to come in the future.  The entire Klal Yisroel received the Torah at 

Har Sinai, those who were alive at that time, as well as all the 

Neshomos of all of Klal Yisroel who would ever come into this world 

- the Covenant between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel apply 

to all future generations. Why does the first part of the Posuk need 

to say, “עומד” standing, and why did the Posuk only say by the first 

part of the Posuk –to those who were actually alive then, and not 

the second part of the Posuk to those of Klal Yisroel who would be 

born in the future?   

 says that this Covenant between Hakodosh רבינו בחיי 

Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel was binding even upon unborn 

generations who were not physically present at Har Sinai to enter 

into it.  The reason is because parents and children are like trees and 

their branches.  Just as the future potential of all branches is rooted 

in the tree, so too all of the children to come forth from those who 

were at Har Sinai are rooted in those individuals, and therefore, all 

of the progeny of those who were at Har Sinai are bound by the 

Covenant of the parents – the tree.  All Jewish Neshomos were 

present at this Covenant, just as they were at Har Sinai when the 

Torah was given.  Although the bodies were not born yet, being that 

their Neshomos were there, they too are bound by the Covenant. 

 The Shlah Hakodosh asks, how can an oath made by the 

spiritual soul be considered binding on the physical body?  At the 

time of the revelation of the Shechina at Har Sinai, Klal Yisroel 

achieved such an exalted state that the body was no longer 

corporeal, and was as spiritual as the soul.  Therefore, the 

undertaking of the soul became completely binding on the body.    

 This Bris was for all of the generations from the creation of 

the world to that point in time; all of them were standing there in 

front of Hashem, our G-d. In addition, all of the generations that will 

come to be until the end of the world, were also there.  ( תרגום יונתן

 (בן עוזיאל

 It says in the Sefer Gilgulim from the Arizal, that all of the 

Neshomos of Klal Yisroel are intertwined with each other.  The 

purpose of the Neshomos are to bring forth the glory of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in this world, and each Neshama has many branches and 

leaves from which many other Neshomos come into this world – 

though they are all connected at their roots.  The six hundred 

thousand Yidin at Har Sinai encompassed all of the Neshomos that 

would come into this world for eternity.  Therefore, when they 

accepted the Torah, and the Bris, it was an acceptance of the core 

Neshomos, which automatically was an acceptance on all the 

subparts. (תורה אור)  

 Yeshaya 61:10, in the Haftorah of Parshas Nitzavim it says 

– “ תגל נפשי באלקי' שוש אשיש בד ”.  The Yerushalmi Orlah 3:1 says – 

“ באפיהבהיל לאסתכולי , מאן דאכל דלאו דיליה ” - The Neshama comes 

down to this world, for one who eats that which is not his is 

embarrassed and cannot look at himself.  The Neshama comes to 

this world so that he can amass Torah, Mitzvos, and Ma’asim Tovim, 

and then the Neshama will be able to have Hana’ah from the 

splendor of the Shechina due to the reward it receives for its actions 

– and will not be embarrassed.  The main reward one receives for 

the performance of Mitzvos is due to the Simcha, the joy, he has 

when performing the Mitzvos.  We are slaves of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, and slaves are not entitled to any reward for doing the 

command of their Master.  However, a slave is not required to serve 

his master with joy.  Therefore, if we perform the Mitzvos of 

Hashem with joy, something which we are not obligated in, we 

receive reward for the joy.  “ 'בה ששוש אשי ” – Through the Simcha 

that we have in our Avodas Hashem and our performance of 

Mitzvos, then, “תגל נפשי באלקי” – we will exult with Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in Olam Habah, for we will receive reward in Olam 

Habah, and not be embarrassed for receiving the reward.  Now that 

the Neshama is sent down to this world, and has the opportunity to 

serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with joy, and is entitled to reward for 

that, “כחתן יכהן פאר” – one can be proud with the royalty he 

receives, and, “וככלה תעדה כליה” be like a bride who bedecks herself 

with jewelry. All brides have jewelry, however it is only a splendor 

and honor to a wealthy bride, for it is known that the jewelry is hers.  

For the poor bride, it is not an honor or glory, for all know that she 

borrowed it and it is not hers.  One who serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with joy is entitled to the reward, like a bride who bedecks herself 

with jewelry – and not that others are bedecking her.  (אדרת אליהו) 

 All of Klal Yisroel were there, when Klal Yisroel made a Bris 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He will be their G-d, and they will be 

His people.  “All of Klal Yisroel” includes those who had passed away 

prior to this Bris, as well as those who will be alive in this world in 

the future.  While they were all there, it was only the ones who were 

physically there, those who were “standing” there that had the 

opportunity to receive reward and not be embarrassed.  We must 

take great pride and joy in being the Chosen Nation.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is the G-d of the world, but at the same time He is our 

exclusive G-d – we are His nation.  We must be proud to wear it as a 

crown upon our heads. This is not to be looked at as a Bris that was 

made that we now have to keep, rather but to be seen as a great 

privilege and honor.  We must not only keep the Bris and serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but we must serve Him with great joy.   

As the Yomim Nora’im approach, we must take the time to 

reflect on what our purpose is in this world.  Do we recognize the 

great privilege that we have, and do we take advantage of it, or are 

we negligent?  Do we serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu and learn Torah 

and perform Mitzvos the way it was given to us – and most 

important – do we do so with joy, or do we do so because we feel 

that it’s our obligation like a yoke upon our shoulders?  If we are to 

realize the wonderful opportunity we are given – we would certainly 

fulfill our obligations properly.  We would certainly do Teshuva for 

our past iniquities, as well as regret our not serving Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with joy – and make a firm commitment to do so in the 

upcoming year.  May we accept upon ourselves that this coming 

year we will serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with great joy, and in this 

Zechus be Zoche to a כתיבה וחתימה טובה. 


