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Wisdom from the Maharal regarding Chanukah... 

By Rabbi Yaakov Sandler 
The Talmud tells us (Shabbat 23b): ‘One who does Mitzvot that are with candles will merit having 
children that are Talmidei Chachomim (truth seekers that learn Torah - wisdom). 

The Maharal asks 2 questions on this –  

1. What is the connection between doing a Mitzva that is with candles (Lighting Shabbat Candles and 
Chanukah Lights) and having children that are Talmidei Chachomim? 

2. Why is it that his children should be Talmidei Chachomim and not that he himself should be a 
Talmid Chachom? 

In Kabbala, a candle and its flame are compared to the body and soul. The flame of a candle draws the 
wax upwards and allows the flame to burn. So, too, through the Mitzvot, the soul is able to elevate our 
bodies to great spiritual heights. 

Many people at around the age of 40 go through a mid-life crisis. They may have a great marriage, a 
good job with a good income, but they realize that one day they are going to die – and so what!  

So what if I am successful, so what if I have a beautiful wife, so what if… - one day I will die and 
everything that happened during the 80-odd years that I was alive will be meaningless. His friends 
might tell him that he is taking things far too seriously and he just needs to get a life and enjoy himself, 
but deep down something is niggling away at him and telling him there is more to life. 

The Maharal explains -  

A man’s time in this world is like a candle – it burns for a 
certain amount of time and then it goes out. Also, this world is 
physical and has definition (represented also by the candle – as 
opposed to the flame.)  

There are 2 assets that a person takes with him into the next 
world: 

1. The Mitzvot and good deeds that he did in this world, and  

2. His Wisdom – Torah wisdom. Seeing as his time in this 
world is finite, once he has taken his own wisdom with him 
into the next world, it is lost from this world. If, however, he 
can teach his children to also strive for Torah wisdom, and they to their children, then his wisdom will 
continue in this world forever and ever. [Much like continually passing a flame from candle to candle.] 

So – one who does a Mitzva with a candle (which represents this world,) he will merit to have the 
ultimate in this world, which is children that are Talmidei Chachomim. 

And I would like to add – when our kids see us preparing for a Chag, getting excited that the Chag is 
coming and taking pleasure in doing the Mitzvos, it is the greatest Jewish education you can be giving 
your kids. 
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I just LOVE dreidels. I think they’re tops! 



Stories of our Sages through the Ages from the Pages 

The Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisrael Meir HaKohain Kagan, had a rebbi you may not have heard of. His 

teacher’s name was R’ Nachum Kaplan of Horodna (Grodno) but he was known simply as, “R’ 

Nachum’ke.” He taught young Yisrael Meir more than just the text of Torah. As a young man, the 

Chofetz Chaim watched R’ Nachum’ke’s every action to learn how a Torah Jew behaves. 

One Chanuka, Yisrael Meir noticed that the optimal time for lighting the Menorah had arrived, yet R’ 

Nachum’ke didn’t kindle the lights. As the time passed, he wondered why his master would not fulfill 

the mitzvah in the best way possible. In fact, he seemed in no hurry to light! 

Much later, the door opened and R’ Nachum’ke’s wife entered. Almost immediately, R’ Nachum’ke 

began his preparations then proceeded to say the blessings and 

light the menorah. 

Later, the boy asked his rebbi why he had delayed so long in 

lighting. R’ Nachum’ke explained. “The Gemara (Shabbos 23b) asks 

if a person has only money for Chanuka lights or Shabbos lights, the 

Shabbos lights take precedence. This is because they are for 

“Shalom Bayis,” peace in the home. 

Were my wife to come home and realize I’d lit without her, surely she 

would have felt bad. She might even have become angry, and our 

marital harmony disturbed. Shall I take these very Chanuka lights 

which the Gemara uses to teach us the importance of Shalom Bayis 

and used them to cause discord? There was no way I could have lit 

the candles any earlier.” 

R’ Sholom Schwadron, when retelling this story, would point out, “In this case, Shalom Bayis also meant 

that R’ Nachum’ke didn’t complain to his wife that she’d made him delay the performance of the 

mitzvah. He understood that such a complaint would have caused strife, so he remained silent.” 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
When Yosef’s brothers came to Egypt to buy food, he recognized them instantly. In fact, he had been 
waiting for them to arrive. After all these years, he didn’t reveal himself to them right away. 

Instead, he put them through torture. They were interrogated, accused of wrongdoing, and he forced 
them to bring their brother Binyomin down to Egypt, causing Yaakov even more pain and anxiety. 

Why did Yosef not reveal himself immediately and focus on ending his father’s suffering? 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Since Yosef never truly held a grudge against his brothers (alluded to in Yaakov’s 
blessing to him in Parshas Vayechi) what motive could he have had for putting his brothers through all this? If he was 
trying to recreate some of the situations he’d been in, such as becoming a slave or being separated from his father, why 
would he do this? Revenge is off the table. Discuss! 

"Pharaoh called Joseph's name Tzafnat Paneach..." (Genesis 41:45) 

Rashi explains that this name means 'he who explains the hidden'. 

However, the Sefas Emes noted that if this were the case, his name should have been 
Paneach Tzefunot. Why are the names reversed? 

The Sefas Emes explained that the name given by Pharaoh literally means 'hidden explained' 
rather than 'he who explains the hidden'. This is because Joseph showed humility by hiding 
his greatness and insisting that only God can interpret dreams (41:16).  

Because he 'hid' himself, Joseph was rewarded with the ability to 'explain' Pharaoh's dreams. 


