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Now You Know 
PAVED WITH GOOD INTENTIONS 

The Torah tells us that Canaan was a 
land known to be especially conducive 
to spirituality. It was a place one could 
reflect and become close to G-d. 

It was there that Avram and Sarai set 

out to reach and the Torah tells us 
they did, as it says, “they arrived in 
the land of Canaan.” 

The Sforno says that unlike Terach, 
who started out his journey to Canaan 

but stopped in Charan, Avram and 
Sarai followed through and completed 
their journey. 

This is a paradigm we can use to view 
our own goals and aspirations. 

When we set out to achieve things, 

especially in the spiritual realm, we 
often fall short. We don’t have the 
drive to continue or the burning 
desire to reach those goals and we 
stop. 

However, Avraham and Sarah, our 
grandparents, imbued us all with the 
spiritual DNA of tenacity to follow 

through on our goals and remind us 
how important and beneficial it is to 
take advantage of the opportunities 
for growth we are given. 

Good intentions are not enough, 

however, because without the follow-
through, they will not lead us to 
Heaven. 

Thought of the week: 

Opportunity is missed by 
most people because it comes 
dressed in overalls and looks 
like work.     – Thomas Edison 

(H:BY TYwARB) „...IRXB WsE RwA wPNH TAW WwKR OwWKR LK TAW UWL TAW WTwA YRs TA ORBA XQYW‰ 
“And Avram took his wife, his nephew Lot, and all their possessions they had 
amassed and all the [converts] they made in Charan…’” (Gen. 12:5) 

Rashi explains that the “souls they made in Charan” could apply to slaves and maids that 
they acquired. However, that is his second explanation. His first approach, which though it 
is not ‘pshat,’ the “simple explanation,” is his primary one, is that it refers to the students 
Avram and Sarai had in Charan to whom they taught monotheism. 

It seems odd that Avram, on his spiritual journey, would be so concerned about his material 
possessions that the Torah even listed them as taken along before it mentioned the people 
whom he had introduced to the one Creator. Shouldn’t a person looking for religious growth 
push away money and seek solely to be involved in spiritual pursuits? 

In truth, the question doesn’t even begin. Chazal tell us that to the righteous, their money is 
more precious than their bodies. How do we understand this? Human life is always 
considered the most important thing. We even transgress the Shabbos to save a life, yet 
we do not transgress it for money. So what does it mean? 

This expression is telling us that tzaddikim don’t look at the world the same way that others 
do. What they see in money is not the physical, but the spiritual. Imagine someone wants 
to help someone in need. With his body he cannot do as much as he can with his wealth. It 
is more far-reaching and effective. Therefore, his wealth is more precious. 

Of course, life is the top priority in the strict sense of the word, but the reason life is so 
precious is because of the ability to transform it into eternity. An earthly lifetime of 70, 80, or 
120 years is nothing compared to the billions and billions of years and beyond of infinite 
existence in HaShem’s presence.  

While Avram recognized the greatness of what he’d already done in reaching out to 
thousands of people, he also recognized the further unlimited potential in what he could yet 
do, and the possessions he acquired were the tools HaShem gave him to do that. He never 
considered his wealth a sign of his own ability, but a gift from G-d with which he was 
entrusted to achieve things with. 

Therefore, the fact that the Torah tells us that he took his wealth before he took the 
converts, thereby putting a primacy on the material, is actually teaching us a lesson about 
how to view the world properly.  

We must never rest on our laurels or be satisfied with what we’ve achieved spiritually 
because as long as we’re alive, we can accomplish more and more. Further, the things we 
have in life are given to us as “seed money.” When we move on to the next world we will 
not take it with us. We will only benefit from the spiritual profits we manage to turn from 
them. This applies not only to our money, but to the talents, abilities, and skills we are 
given or acquire in life.  

The purpose of life isn’t merely to enjoy the world, but to use it to produce future benefits, 
which we will enjoy for all time. 

One day, in his later years, R’ Eliyahu, the Gaon of Vilna, was seen to be holding his tzitzis and 
crying. His students asked what was wrong. 

“Ach,” he sighed. “Look what a world of opportunity we live in. For a few pennies, one can buy 
tzitzis for his garment and earn an eternity of rewards for this easy mitzvah. It’s so easy to earn 
Olam HaBa in this base world. 

But,” he continued, “one day that comes to an end, and we reach a place where we can no 
longer achieve anything on our own. This is a sobering thought and that is why I cry.” 
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This week’s issue sponsored N‰EL 
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Martin Stern ob”m 

It’s hard to believe it’s been 30 years as 
his presence is still felt daily.    
Yahrtzeit - IWwXRM B‰Y   

by Larry Stern & Family  
of Woodmere, NY 

 

Don’t miss out on this 

great opportunity! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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