
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Yom Kippur Treasures 
                   An Inside Look 
 

 

Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, gives an analogy to describe the kind of Teshuvah we do on 

Yom Kippur. Imagine a father is strolling through the busy market in Yerushalayim looking 

to buy the ‘perfect’ Lulav and Esrog on Erev Sukkos. Accompanying him is his little son 

‘Yankel’. He instructs Yankel to stay very close to him, however, in the tumult, Yankel 

becomes separated from his father and wanders off on his own. Soon, the father realizes that 

his son is no longer right next to him and he begins to search frantically for his lost son. 

He hurries to the Police station to inquire whether they have found a lost child, and to his 

great relief, they answer that they had indeed found a child. They ask him to prove that the 

boy is truly his son, and before he can begin to describe his son to them, a shriek from the 

child is suddenly heard, “ABBA!!!” Yankel runs right up to his father and hugs him tight 

and says, “Where did you go, Abba?! Why did you leave me?!” At that moment, there are no 

questions that the man is the father of this child. Yankel holds his father tight and vows to 

never let go again! This is the definition of Teshuvah. We are all children of Hashem. We 

love our Father in Shamayim and He loves us unconditionally. We try to stay close and keep 

a strong connection with Hashem, however, we are human and at times we stray far away 

because of our Aveiros. However, there comes a time when we suddenly find Hashem 

again— like on Yom Kippur, and in this instant, we cry out to Hashem and scream “ABBA! 

Where did You go?! Why did You leave me?? I need You!!!” We then grab onto Hashem 

with a fierce love and a strong desire to never let go again! We realize that it was never 

Hashem Who has left us, but rather it was us who has put the distance between us and 

Hashem by doing Aveiros, but now we have returned. It is this overwhelming feeling of love 

which comes about when we find Hashem during the awesome days of Rosh Hashanah 

through Yom Kippur and which leads us into the days of Sukkos, which are precisely 

defined as days of love and devotion to Hashem. In fact, everything we do on Sukkos— from 

living in the Sukkah to shaking the Lulav and Esrog, is brimming with our demonstration of 

love for Hashem Yisborach! Now is the time to grab onto Hashem and never let go! 

 Yom Kippur Gems 
The Sefer Yerei’im writes (5:180) that having a sad facial expression is a form of Ona’as 

Devarim, oppressing others with words. Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt”l, the Alter of Slabodka, 

once remarked that a person who walks around with a sad expression on his face is likened 

to a ‘Bor Birshus HaRabim’, a pit in a public place. Just as a pit causes people to stumble 

and fall into it, so does a person whose face is sad causes others to be sad. Rather, people 

should strive to greet others with a cheerful expression as we learn Pirkei Avos (1:15).       

Rav Avrohom Grodzinsky, the last Mashgiach of the Slabodka Yeshivah in Europe, worked 

for two years on greeting people with a pleasant and cheerful facial expression until he 

mastered this trait. Even during the last days of the Slabodka Ghetto, when the Jews were 

being taken away daily to be killed, he would still greet people with a smile to uplift their 

spirits! Rav Yisroel Salanter once saw someone who had a sad expression on his face. After 

engaging him in conversation in order to try and comfort him, it became clear that all was 

well in this man’s life. Puzzled, Rav Yisroel asked him, “If all is good by you, why do you 

seem to be so sad and troubled?” Surprised at this question, the man replied, “Rebbe, aren’t 

you aware that we are in the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah now? Yom Kippur is only a few days 

away, and I’m nervous about my upcoming judgment!” Rav Yisroel said to him,                  

“I understand that it is almost Yom Kippur and you are concerned, but why do I have to 

suffer because of your Yom HaDin? Your sad face is troubling me! Just because Yom 

Kippur is a serious day does not mean that you have to be sad!” (Alei Shur, vol. I p. 192). 
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 Yom Kippur Thoughts 
By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

When the Bais HaMikdash stood, on Yom 

Kippur, the holiest day of the year, the Kohein 

Gadol would enter the Holy of Holies and offer a 

prayer. Due to the fact that the nation was worried 

for his life in this undertaking, the Kohein Gadol 

would keep his Tefilah brief so that he would not 

take too much time and scare the people. The 

Gemara (Yoma 53b) states that part of this Tefilah 

was that Hashem should not accept the prayers of 

the travelers, who did not want rain, as the rain 

was (and still remains) essential for survival in 

Eretz Yisroel. Was it really necessary for the 

Kohen Gadol to include this in his Tefilos? 

Couldn’t the nation have just prayed for this?   

Rav Yaakov Galinsky eplains that yes, it was 

really necessary for the holiest person, on the 

holiest day of the year, in the holiest place in the 

world, to offer this Tefilah. Since the travelers 

were making heartfelt requests for there to be no 

rain on their travels, only such a Tefilah of the 

Kohein Gadol could counter their requests. If we 

can actually place ourselves in the feelings and 

minds of these travelers and actually feel our 

Tefilos, our prayers will be so potent that nothing 

can stop them. If only we could reach that feeling 

of desperation that they had when they called out 

to Hashem! 
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 על חטא שחטאנו לפניך בשיקור עין

For the sin that we have sinned before You 
with prying eyes 

There is an interesting bird that has several 
names: Ra’ah, Ayah, and Dayah. Why is it 
called Ra’ah? The Gemara in Chullin explains 
that this bird has a unique feature among its 
species, it has an amazing ability of sight. It can 
stand in Bavel and see a carcass in the Land of 
Israel. They ask, if this bird has such an amazing 
ability, then why is it a non-kosher bird? Rebbe 
Zalman Sorotzkin answers that a bird that is so 
unique that it stands in Bavel and sees 
carcasses in the Land of Israel is a sign that it is 
not kosher. To only see the flaws in something 
is not a good thing! (Umatok HaOhr) 
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    L’Maaseh… 
     A Tale to Remember 

 בס"ד

One Yom Kippur night, there was a large crowd assembled in the 

Berditchever Shul where Rav Levi Yitzchak, zt”l, was preparing to 

begin Davening Kol Nidrei. However, Rav Levi Yitzchak motioned to 

the Chazan to wait a while, and not begin Kol Nidrei. The minutes 

passed by and people began to wonder what could be holding up their 

Rebbe? Soon, Rav Levi Yitzchak turned to his Shammes and asked, 

“Is Reb Mottel here?” The Shammes looked around, and after noticing 

Reb Mottel, told the Rebbe that he was indeed in Shul. The Rav said, 

“Please ask him to come here.” When Mottel came over, Rav Levi 

Yitzchak asked him, “Do you live on a certain land that is owned by a 

landlord who is not Jewish?” Surprised at the question, Mottel 

responded, “Yes, I do.” Rav Levi Yitzchak asked, “Does he own a 

dog?” Mottel replied, “Yes, Rebbe, he owns a dog.” Mottel didn’t 

have any idea why Rav Levi Yitzchak would be asking such questions 

just before Kol Nidrei. The Rebbe asked, “Do you know how much he 

paid for this dog?” Mottel said, “I do know. He said it was a special 

dog with a distinguished pedigree, and he had paid four hundred 

rubles for it.” This was a huge sum to pay for anything in those days, 

and certainly for a dog. Hearing that amount, Rav Levi Yitzchak was 

thrilled! He exclaimed, “Four hundred rubles! That’s fantastic!” He 

quickly motioned for the Chazan to begin Kol Nidrei. Everyone was 

bewildered at this episode. Why did the Rebbe care about a dog? 

What difference did it make how much it cost? After Maariv, some 

students approached the Rebbe and asked him to please explain what 

had happened. The Rebbe told them the following story: “A Melamed, 

a teacher, came to our town this past year to earn enough money to 

support his family and pay his many debts which he had accumulated 

at home. After he had earned enough money and he was on his way 

home, he stopped overnight at an inn, and his bag with all the money 

he earned was stolen from him while he was sleeping. When he woke 

up in the morning and saw what had happened, he was crushed and 

upset. Mottel’s landlord was staying at the inn that night, and when he 

heard the Melamed’s crying, he inquired about the commotion. The 

Melamed’s story broke his heart, and when he heard how much 

money had been lost, the landlord took out four hundred rubles and 

gave it to the Melamed.” The Rebbe continued, “As we were about to 

begin Kol Nidrei, I became concerned about this story and if what the 

goy did would have any effect on us as we stand in judgement before 

Hashem. Do we deserve that Hashem should look at us favorably? 

Did any of us do an unusual act of Chesed that would stand on our 

behalf? If a goy could act in this way, we, Hashem’s nation should do 

no less. But can we say that we did? I then remembered the dog, and 

when I heard that he spent four hundred rubles for a dog, a simple pet, 

it showed me that this goy does not really value money very highly. 

Therefore, while the act of giving the Melamed four hundred rubles 

was a remarkable act of Chesed, it was surely not an act of sacrifice 

by the goy. A man who can spend so much money on a dog does not 

truly appreciate the value of money! I know that when we do Chesed, 

it almost always takes some self-sacrifice to do, no matter how small, 

and I knew we could now start Kol Nidrei and enter Yom Kippur!” 
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The Medrash tells us that Klal Yisroel tells Hashem 

that Teshuvah is Hashem’s, and Hashem responds that 

Teshuvah is ours, like it says in the Pasuk, “Shuvu 

Eilai V'Ashuvah Eileichem”. What is the meaning of 

this Medrash? Rav Shimon Sofer, the son of the Ksav 

Sofer, writes in Shir Ma’on that there is a Pasuk in 

Tehilim (145:18) which says “Karov Hashem L’Chol 

Kor’ov”, that Hashem is close to all those who call out 

to Him. Why do some people call out and are not 

answered by Hashem? The answer is because they do 

not call out for Hashem, but only for 

themselves. Hashem guarantees He will answer only 

for those who call out for His honor. The Shir Ma’on 

says that our purpose in crying for Moshiach to come 

is to be able to serve Hashem in the Bais 

HaMikdash. Some people, however, only call out for 

Moshiach when they are hungry or they are in pain. If 

we would call out the right way, Hashem would have 

answered our calls long ago! This is what the Medrash 

is teaching. Klal Yisroel tells Hashem that we do 

Teshuvah for Him, for His honor. However, Hashem 

disagrees and says that our Teshuvah is simply for 

ourselves so we can try to get ourselves out of our 

problems. Hashem is saying, “If you really do 

Teshuvah for Me, the right way, I will immediately 

return back to you too!” 
 

      Pearls of Wisdom   
          …A Word for the Ages 

A man once came to Rav Aryeh Levin the day 

before Yom Kippur and he said that he was 

very bothered that he didn’t feel anything 

different about the approaching Yom HaDin, 

even though it was almost Yom Kippur.  

He asked, “How can I Daven well on Yom 

Kippur if I can’t even feel it?” Rav Aryeh 

jumped up when he heard this. He held the 

man’s hands and said to him, “I envy you! 

You are worried about not being able to 

Daven, and all my Tefilos are by rote! With 

sensitivity like yours, you will not have any 

problem with Davening on Yom Kippur!” 
 

       The Machzor Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


