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משה בן יצחק יעקבנשמת    
  Put some soul into it! 

1) The Pasuk in our Haftora states1
מספר בני והיה 

כחול הים אשר לא ימד ולא יספר ישראל ; the number of בני ישראל 
should be like the sand of the sea which can’t be 
measured or counted. This seems to be a contradiction as 
it first says מספר indicating a finite number and then it 
states ולא יספר- that which is not finite?2 

2) We are commanded תספרו חמישים יום; count 50 
days.  3  So why do we only count 49?  

  

The Pasuk in our Haftora can refer to Sefira 
which we count (מספר) and don’t count (ולא יספר). That is 
to say, we count 49 days and not the 50th.  

 

The number 50 represents that which is beyond 
boundary, the supernatural- in contrast to the number 49 
which symbolizes the finite.4 50 is comparable to the 
number 8- above nature-5 since it is the number that 
comes after 7 multiplied by 7 (49).  

 

All Avodas Hashem should be like this. Meaning 
there is a finite aspect but in essence it is really above 
that. For example, we may observe a Tzadik davening 
Shacharis. He davens within Zeman Tefila and removes 
his Tallis and Tefillin after davening. This is that which is 
within limit. However, really if he could and wasn’t bound 
by his physical limitations of this world, he would daven 
and wear Tefillin all day. One who doesn’t feel this way, 
needs to put effort at putting soul, passion, enthusiasm, 
longing and yearning into his Avodas Hashem.6    

 

A student of the Chassam Sofer, who attended 
his Rebbe’s Shiurim, commented that he never left his 
Rebbe’s Shiur without tears flowing from his eyes due to 
the Kedusha from the voice of his Rebbe.7

 

  

One may have tremendous desire to learn. In 
truth, he would learn 24 hours daily and more if it was 
possible- infinite. However, he needs to sleep, eat, take 
the proper breaks and so on- finite.8   

 

Our service should be done with such fervor and 
soul, that it should be that which is beyond finite 
limitations. This is how it all is at its root. This is just as we 
have a body which is finite but at its root we have a soul- 

                                                           
1 Hoshea 2:1 
2 Yoma 22b 
3 Vayikra 23:16. See Rashi s.v. עד for another approach.  
4 The word מדה; measure (that which us finite) therefore has a 
Gematria of 49. 
5 Some examples are the Bris being performed on the 8th day, 
the Kohen Gadol wearing 8 garments and Chanuka being 8 days 
long. 
6 See Brachos 35b, Tosafos s.v. כאן בזמן. Sefira is the time to do 
this since this is when we work on ourselves. In fact, עמר forms 
an acronym for קוםמצון רושין ע ; doing the will of Hashem. 
7 Hakdama to Sefer Shiras Moshe  
8 Without tending to our physical needs it wouldn’t be possible 
to survive. This is known as שבירת הכלים; breaking of the vessels.  

that which is beyond limitation, that which is a piece of 
Hashem- ה ממעל-חלק אלו .9

 

  

Matan Torah is such a day that is beyond 
limitation, beyond nature.10 Yet, we know it is a day filled 
with boundaries as we were told don’t ascend the 
mountain, separate from your wives and so on.11   
 

This is what is hinted to in תספרו חמישים יום as it is 
combing the idea of 49 with 50. That is putting the soul, 
that which is beyond boundary into the finite (49).12 This 
is just as the sea is bounded by the sand as in essence the 
sea would be unbounded as in  אין להם סוףשמים ; water that 
has no end.13 Thus, חול הים; sand of the sea, is mentioned 
in this same Pasuk in the Haftora. We see a hint to this 
idea in חול הים as חול with the ה (as we are combining 
these two ideas) has a Gematria of 49 whereas ים is 50. 
This is indicating to put the 50th element- infinite- into the 
49th- finite.  
************************************************ 

        To fulfill all 613 
1) We are taught that there are 613 Mitzvos.14 In 

fact, if we spell out the word תיו , ואו, צדי, ממ -מצות - and add 
up the letters, we come to a sum of 613! The Ohr 
Hachaim15 wonders how it is possible for any single Jew 
to perform all 613 since some apply only to a Kohen while 
others to a Levi? Still there are others that only apply to 
women and some only when there is a Beis Hamikdash. 
So how can each of us have a תיקון on our 248 limbs16 and 
365 sinews that the 613 Mitzvos correspond to?   

 2) The Gemara17 tells us אחת...והעמידן על  בא חבקוק - 
Chavakuk established one requirement as the fulfillment 
of the 613 Mitzvos- Emuna. The Toldos Yaakov Yosef18 
asks how can Chavakuk lower the number of Mitzvos? 

                                                           
9 Iyov 31:2 
10 Among the occurrences that happened were that all 10 
commandments were said in one utterance (Shemos 20:1, 
Rashi)! 
11 Shemos 19:12, 15 
12 This explains why we count 49 days as 49 symbolizes that 
which is finite, that which can be counted and said verbally. 50 
on the other hand, representing the infinite, that which is above 
counting. Therefore we don’t count it.  
13 Yevamos 121a 
14 Makkos 24a. This is the meaning in תורה צוה לנו משה (Devarim 
33:4) as תורה has a numerical value of 611 since this is what 
Moshe related to us as the first two commandments we heard 
directly from Hashem.  
15 Shemos 39:32 
16 See Midrash Tanchuma, Shemini, 8. The Nefesh Hachaim 
writes (4:29) that when one does a Mitzva properly he sanctifies 
the corresponding limb and gives it life. This is the meaning in 

אשר יעשה אתם האדם וחי בהם... ; one who performs Mitzvos is called 
living (Vayikra 18:5). With this, we can grasp הי -לעשות רצונך אל

 when we fulfill Hashem’s -(Tehillim 40:9) חפצתי ותורתך בתוך מעי
will (Mitzvos), the Torah is in our innards since the Mitzvos give 
life to our limbs and sinews. Parenthetically, when one engages 
in Torah he sanctifies and cleanses his entire body not just one 
limb as it says ולכל בשרו מרפה; healing for all his flesh (Mishlei 
4:22). This is a deeper meaning in תלמוד תורה כנגד כולם (Peah 1).  
17 Makkos 24a 
18 Korach, s.v. ונבאר. He lived from 1710-1784. His becoming a 
student of the Baal Shem Tov engendered much controversy, 
and indeed some persecution. Although he was the rabbi of the 
city of Shargorod for several years at that time. he was expelled 
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It is through unity amongst us that we can fulfill 
all the 613 Mitzvos since then we are like one, and as a 
Jew from all generations in which all Mitzvos apply. This 
is alluded to at Matan Torah where we were  כאיש אחד בלב

 ,like one man with one heart.19 For this reason ;אחד
Parshas Bamidbar- which speaks about the census which 
unifies our nation- is read prior to Shavuos because only 
through unity can we fulfill the Mitzvos of the Torah.  

  

With this we can grasp the comment of R’ Akiva 
on ואהבת לרעך כמוך; love your friend as you love yourself,  
that it is a כלל גדול בתורה

20 ; great principle in Torah, since it 
is dependent on unity to fulfill all the Mitzvos of the 
Torah. In this way we can interpret נעשה  ובאו כלם בברית יחד

 -as one נעשה ונשמע they all joined together and said ;ונשמע
through unity we can fulfill נעשה ונשמע- the Mitzvos.21  

  

How can we be in unity if one Jew hates another 
because of his jealousy of his wealth or one Jew is angry 
at another because of a broken Shiduch and the like?22 
The answer is if we have Emuna since then all these 
negative feelings go away as then one realizes that no 
one can cause damage to another without Hashem 
willing it.23  
************************************************ 
           How did he become a Tzadik? 

Ever wonder why some people are Tzadikim? The 
Noam Elimelech tells us it can be one of three reasons. 1) 
It may be because of the merit of his ancestors who were 
Tzadikim and due to their merit they are accorded honor 
that their descendants should be Tzadikim. 2) Being 
named after a Tzadik can cause one to be a Tzadik since 
the light of the Tzadik is aroused in the upper world. 3) It 
can be because of a גלגול; reincarnation meaning that in 
his first Gilgul he was a Tzadik which makes it easier for 
him to become a Tzadik now.  
 

This is alluded to in בתם במספר שאו...למשפחתם לבית א

גלתםלשמות כל זכר לג ; take a census of the Jewish people 
according to their families, fathers’ household, by 
number of their names, every male according to their 

                                                                                                  
from his position on a Friday afternoon in 1748. His Sefer Toldos 
Yaakov Yosef- published in 1780- was the first Chassidish work 
ever published. 
19 Shemos 19:2, Rashi 
20 Vayikra 19:18, Rashi   
21 Shabbos day Zemer יום שבתון  
 two, since when someone is not ;שני hatred is related to ;שנאה 22
one with us, we begin to dislike them. This is in contrast to אחד 
which has the same Gematria as 13 ,אהבה, since we love those 
who are one with us. Additionally, שנאה is also related to ינויש ; 
different, since we naturally dislike those that are different than 
us.  
23 In this way we can explain the Gemara of a non-Jew asking to be 
converted to Judaism on condition he be taught all of Torah while 
standing on one foot-  כל התורה כולה כשאני עומד על רגל אחת...גיירני  (Shabbos 
31a). It is only possible to fulfill Torah when one makes himself like a גר; 
stranger in this world and as it says כי גר יהיה זרעך... ; we shall be aliens in 
a land that is not ours (Breishis 15:13) since then he is not attached to 
this world and can connect to Hashem by fulfilling His Mitzvos. The 
Gemara can therefore be interpreted as רניגיי - one can get to this level of 
making himself a גר in this world and be taught all of Torah על רגל אחת- 
that he accustoms himself in the Mida of Achdus; unity which is an 
outcome of רגל אחת; the one fundamental principle (as in בא חבקוק והעמידן 

   .Emuna -(על אחת

head count.24 Hashem was telling Moshe to elevate each 
one of the Jewish people- שאו...בני ישראל. That is,  למשפחתם

 the Tzadik because of the merit of his -לבית אבתם
ancestors. במספר שמות- those that are Tzadikim because 
they are named after a Tzadik. גלתםללג - being a Tzadik 
because of his first גלגול.  
************************************************ 
          Raise yourself 

A new homeowner complained to the seller of 
the home that he never told him of the rat problem in the 
apartment. The seller said the entire city is swarming with 
rats. Didn’t you have this problem in your previous 
apartment? No, was the answer. After realizing that his 
previous apartment was on the 10th floor, he got his 
answer. Living so high up, rats were unable to get there. 
Now that he lived in an apartment on the first floor, the 
rats were in reach. This is comparable to one studies 
Torah since he becomes elevated as it says25  זאת תורת

 He is no longer on the ground level of this lowly .העולה
world. This exalted level saves him from the Yetzer Hara.  
This is what the Mishna26 tells us כל מי שעוסק...מתעלה; one 
who engages in the study of Torah becomes elevated. 

 

Man is compared to a tree- כי האדם עץ השדה
27 . How 

does a tree grow? Through water. Likewise, we grow 
through Torah which is compared to water.28  
************************************************ 

         Three in one 
We are compared to stars29 since each one of us 

shines with brilliance just as a star. The word for star is 
 which has a Gematria of כו The first two letters are .כוכב
26, the same as ה-ו-ה-י . The last two letters are כב which 
has a sum of 22, a reference to the 22 letters of the ב-א , 
which symbolizes Torah that is written with these letters. 
This is a fulfillment of ישראל ואורייתא קודשא בריך הוא חד; the 
Jewish people, Hashem and His Torah are one.  

 

In this way we can grasp 30
 you will ;והייתם לי סגלה

be to me the most beloved of all people’s- which was 
stated prior to Matan Torah. סגלה is rooted in סגול, the 
Nekuda that has three dots. These three dots refer to 
Hashem, us and his Torah.  

 

The Lelover Rebbe explains  תתקטרבווין
31  in this 

light. The letter ו can be written in three ways- וו ,ואו ,ויו . 
 has a אחד as ה' אחד has a sum of 13 which refers to ואו
numerical value of 13.  ויו  has a Gematria of 22, referring 
to the Torah which is written with the 22 letters of the א-

וו  ,Finally .ב has a Gematria of 12 which represents the 12 
Shevatim-- the Jewish people. So that is Hashem, the 
Jewish people and the Torah.  

 
  

  

                                                           
24 Bamidbar 1:2 
25 Vayikra 6:2 
26 Avos 6:2 
27 Devarim 20:19 
28 Taanis 7a 
29 As in Shemos 32:13 
30 Shemos 19:5  
31 Friday night Zemer אזמר בשבחין   


