
שבט תשעז' יד  פרשת בשלח    
February 10, 2017           4th year, edition 162 
To receive this on a weekly email, obtain articles from previous years, 
feedback, comments or to support this publication please contact 
Yehoshua Alt at parshadt28@gmail.com 

Archives: http://tifereszion.com/torah/ 

              How much do you earn? 
People may wonder how much time should they 

devote to working? We see some who spend every 
waking hour working trying to make every penny they 
can while others work as little as possible? Does more 
work mean more money?   

 

The more Emuna one has in Hashem, the less השתדלות; 
effort is necessary for פרנסה; livelihood. The Noam Elimelech 
(1717-1787) comments on1 ממטיר לכם לחם מן השמיםהנני  ; I shall rain 
down food for you from heaven, that one who trusts with a  לב

 is prepared for him without toil and pain rather like פרנסה his נאמן
rain that falls from the heaven. Indeed, the Gemara2 says that 
the מן for the Tzadikim fell at the entrance of their homes 
whereas for the average people they went out of the camp and 
collected it. As for the wicked, they had to go even further to 
collect theirs. In fact, 3מן הוא  are the letters אמונה.  

 

The Baal Shem Tov- before he was known- once when 
he didn’t have anything for Shabbos, knocked on the door of a 
certain wealthy man and left. The wealthy man pursued the Baal 
Shem Tov until he reached him and said if you knocked on the 
door you probably needed something. So why didn’t you wait 
until I opened the door. He answered that Hashem sets for a 
person whatever he needs and this really should come to the 
person’s house. However, if one sins then he has to do 4.השתדלות 
For some it is enough to knock on a door for his sustenance 
while for others they need to wait for the person should come. 
The Baal Shem Tov said as for himself, he just needed to knock 
on the door.5  
 

 Still, no matter how much we work, we must realize 
that it is all predetermined as Chazal say one’s income is fixed 
from Rosh Hashana.6 This can be likened to a steering wheel 
that is not connected to the engine as we control the steering 
wheel. That is we may work but the outcome is determined by 
Hashem not by how long or hard we work. פרנסה is all in the 
hands of Hashem. This is demonstrated in the Yerushalmi7 that 
relates that Simon Bar Va was an expert in pearls in all respects 
(highly lucrative profession) yet didn’t have a loaf of bread to 
eat. We need to internalize the words of the Ramban-  הגזרה אמת

8והחריצות שקר ; the decree of Hashem is truth and the effort is 
falsehood. 
 

A man once complained to his Rebbi that his 
competitor is taking over his business. The Rebbi’s reply: that is 

                                                           
1 Beshalach 16:4  
2 Yoma 75a. Parenthetically, it is said in the name of Tzemach Dovid that 
just as the מן tasted like any food so too the באר tasted like any drink. 
(see Bnei Yissoschar, Drush to Succos). 
3 16:15 
4 This idea is corroborated by the Pasuk בזעת אפיך.. ; by the sweat of your 
brow shall you eat bread (Breishis 3:19), meaning it is because of sin 
(Adam’s) that we must work for a living.  
5 Nesivos Shalom Miketz, אשרי הגבר 
6 Beitza 16a, Bach. It says Yitzchak sowed the land and he reaped a 
hundredfold- וימצא...ויזרע...  (Breishis 26:12).The Kedushas Yom Tov asks 
why it says וימצא which is a term for a ‘find’ if he worked at it and earned 
it? The answer given is that one just puts forth his effort but the 
outcome is up to Hashem. 
7 Yerushalmi Bikurim 3:3 
8 Breishis 37:15 

 פרנסה denial of Hashem since only Hashem can do that as ;כפירה
is fixed from Rosh Hashana.9   

 

Since people tend to dislike another in their own 
profession (a tailor is more likely to dislike another tailor than a 
carpenter), the Torah says10 ואהבת לרעך כמוך; love your fellow 
man as yourself as כמוך refers to someone in the same 
profession, says the Sefer Habris. We should overcome negative 
feelings and fulfill our obligation to love him.  
  

An owner of a store once came to R’ Meir of 
Premishlan (1783-1850) and complained someone opened a 
store near him causing his פרנסה to be in danger. The Rebbe 
responded that when a horse attempts to drink water from a 
pond he stomps his hoof in the water. When he lowers his head 
to drink, he sees his shadow which he imagines is another horse 
also drinking. Fearing there will not be sufficient water for him, 
he tries to chase away the other horse. In reality he is afraid of 
his own shadow. Likewise, you are afraid of an imaginary foe. 
Hashem will supply you with פרנסה and there is no need to worry 
about what others earn.11  

 

When one internalizes this concept, he can have 
tranquility and even help out his competition without worry 
that he will be losing money. During the blackout in New York 
on Tuesday, August 14, 2003, when more than 50 million people 
were left without power, the ice cream companies of Klein’s 
kosher ice cream and Mehadrin were on the verge of losing 
huge amounts of money. Although the freezers of Klein’s had 
the ability to keep ice cream in a frozen state for about 24 
hours, by the time Friday arrived- when power was finally 
restored to their warehouse- their products were still intact. 
However, instead of continuing business as usual Friday 
morning, the owner- Abba Klein- told his son Pinchas to find out 
if their competitor- Mehadrin ice cream- has electricity in its 
warehouse as he wanted to see if they needed help. Whatever 
profit we make selling ice cream, he told his son, is determined 
by Hashem so there is no need to worry. Ascertaining that 
Mehadrin had no electricity, Pinchas called the owner of 
Mehadrin- Zalman Leib Farkas- to offer him the use of Klein’s 
frozen warehouse. After being amazed at this offer, Mr. Farkas 
sent two large trucks filled with ice cream to Klein’s warehouse. 
Rearranging their warehouse to make room for Mehadrin’s ice 
cream took lots of effort and time but it prevented huge loses 
to Mehadrin! מי כעמך ישראל; who is like your nation, the Jews! 

 

The story is told of one who opened a store near 
another who sold the same merchandise. Upon opening, the 
owner of the existing store welcomed in the new owner and 
advised him on which products to buy and with important 
information for him to be successful in the business. He had no 

                                                           
9 R’ Moshe Kassover (Amud Havoda, Drush Habitachon, 9-13) says that 
no one will ever gain or lose money- from the beginning of the world’s 
existence until its end. Whatever money one has, cannot be taken from 
him by anyone. Whatever he is supposed to earn, he will. What about if 
one steals from him? The truth is that the stealer in essence stole from 
himself because he will lose that money some other way. If one steals 
1,000$ from another, he will lose the money elsewhere (Similarly if one 
gives for example 5$, the recipient didn’t gain because he would have 
received that money from elsewhere if that person didn’t give it to 
him.). This is the meaning in לא תגנבו, לא תגזול (Vayikra 19:11,13) as it is 
written in future tense. This makes it a statement not a commandment 
meaning there will never be a situation of stealing ever since everyone 
gets what they are supposed to.   
10 Vayikra 19:18 
11 Shivchei Meir pg 38. With this attitude that one realizes success is from 
Hashem, one doesn’t care if another tells him he won’t be successful in 
a certain project or the like, since all you need to do is your effort. 
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fear of helping his competitor since he believed that he 
wouldn’t be able to adversely effect his פרנסה even a little bit.12  
  

The Gemara13 says the time for lighting Chanuka 
candles is רגל מן השוק עד שתכלה ; until the passerby has vanished 
from the market. This seems obscure since we never find a shiur 
in Torah like this- that a Halacha depends on travelers. Why 
doesn’t it say about a half hour since this is what it is?14 R’ 
Moshe Leib Sassover15 (1745-1807) explains that the שוק hints to 
 ,So .פרנסה since that is where people work for their פרנסה
although we put forth our effort, we should learn from the 
miracle of the oil during Chanuka that lasted 8 days even 
enough it had enough for only one, that it is all dependent on 
the will of Hashem. Just because one works more doesn’t mean 
he will earn more money! This is how we can interpret  עד

 since it is (שוק) פרנסה to stop going with our feet after -שתכלה...
all designated from Hashem.16 This is the idea of the Dreidel as 
no matter how hard one spins, it has no impact on which letter 
it will land on. The same is with our income- that the amount we 
earn doesn’t depend on our efforts. Additionally, just as the 
Dreidel spins around since it is spun from the top, likewise our 
  is all from what is decreed in Heaven.17 פרנסה
 

The analogy is given of one who is drowning in the sea 
that as long as his head is above water, he will be okay. The 
same is with פרנסה which is associated to the sea18 as the worries 
and burdens are comparable to the waves of the sea. We need 
to guard and lift our head above water. In this way, the Divrei 
Yisrael explains 19כי תשא את ראש בני ישראל  as תשא also means to 
lift. It can therefore be understood to raise our head so that 
even if we are busy with פרנסה, our head isn’t. That is, our 
thoughts are with Hashem. This is just as it says יגיע כפיך כי תאכל; 
the labor of your hands, as it doesn’t say ראש; the head.20 Then 
  the body will follow the head.21 ;בתר רישא גופא אזיל

 

We are taught that one is obligated to teach his son a 
 craft and some say he is obligated even to teach him how ;אומנות
to swim in water.22 The Avnei Nazer23 (1838-1910) explains that 

                                                           
12 Similarly the Gemara (Shabbos 30a) says ...אין מלכות נוגעת; the reign of 
one king may not encroach upon another, even by a breadth of a hair.  
13 Shabbos 21b 
14  As it says כמו חצי שעה (Orach Chaim 672:2). 
ל"הרממשנת  15 , end of Vayeshev. He was a student of R’ Shmelke of 
Nikolsburg.  
16 It is no coincidence that this lesson is taught by Chanuka since 
Chanuka is about Emuna in the dark rimes as it is the light in the dark (as 
well as cold and rainy) of winter. 
17 The Rashbam (Pesachim 118a, s.v. כקריעת) remarks that when Hashem 
gives one sustenance, he performs for that person a miracle as great as 
the miracle involved in splitting the ים סוף. As a result, one must daven 
for his sustenance.   
18 As it says (Pesachim 118a) סוף...קשין מזונותין ; man’s sustenance is as 
difficult as the splitting of the ים סוף.  
19 Shemos 30:12 
20 Tehillim 128:2. There are those that even when they work their mind is 
on spirituality while there are those that even when they are learning 
their mind is on work. We must realize that we are where our thoughts 
are! 
21 Eruvin 41a 
22 Kidushin 29a 
23 He was descendent of the Rema and the Shach. The Avnei Nazer’s 
health was weak and frail from his childhood and he especially suffered 
from lung problems. Once when he fell dangerously ill, the doctors 
forbade him from exerting his mind in Torah study. But the Kotzker 
Rebbe gave him a blessing for longevity, which was fulfilled as he lived 
until the age of 71. In his teens, he became a close student of the 
Kotzker Rebbe, who chose him as his son-in-law when he married in 
1853. They resided in Kotzk for seven years, until the Kotzker Rebbe's 
death. During that time, it was known that the Avnei Nazer slept only 
two hours each day and dedicated the rest of his waking hours to Torah 
learning. His only son (he also had one daughter)- the Shem Mishmuel-  
was born in Kotzk in 1857. He later became a Chassid of the Chidushai 
Harim (his uncle ) and R’ Chanoch of Alexander. The Avnei Nazer was a 

just as when one swims although his body is in the water his 
head isn’t, the same should be with פרנסה. We need to have 
proper Emuna that all our business dealings are from Hashem 
with exact precision. This attitude can ensure and maintain our 
wealth as in 24הרוצה שיתקיימו נכסיו יטע בהן אדר ; one who wants his 
properties to last (to maintain his wealth) should implant the 
idea of Adar which is that all nature is conducted by Hashem as 
is shown in the story of Purim.25  
  

 We must realize that we are not the one’s who earn 
the money as in ...כחי ועצם ידי; I made all this wealth,26 as this is a 
lack of Emuna. The Gemara says ...כל מי שיש לו פת בסלו; whoever 
has enough bread in his basket for today and asks what will I eat 
tomorrow has little Emuna. An alternative explanation is that: 
one who thinks he is the one who earned the money- 27-שיש לו is 
one who has little Emuna. On the Pasuk וזכרת את...חיל; you should 
remember Hashem that it was He who gave you strength to 
make wealth, Targum Unkolos remarks that Hashem is the one 
who gave you the עצה; counsel to acquire property.28  

 

R’ Moshe Kobriner interprets29 ידי  העצביהם כסף וזהב מעש

 is caused when one (עצביהם) that sadness אדם פה להם ולא ידברו
thinks he is the one (מעשי ידי אדם) who earned his money (כסף 
 30,פרנסה So, although they have the power to daven for .(וזהב
they don’t-  ולא ידברופה להם .31 

                                                                                                  
Rav, an Av Beis Din as well as founding a Yeshiva. In his introduction to 
his Sefer- Iglai Tal- he noted that he dedicated all his energies to 
teaching Torah to his students, leaving the publication of his Chidushim 
to his old age. When R’ Chanoch of Alexander died in 1870, the Avnei 
Nazer agreed to serve as a Rebbe on condition that his regular Shiurim 
and learning schedule wouldn’t be interrupted. He was one of the era's 
leading Poskim. While others relied on his ruling completely, in some 
cases he himself wrote that one shouldn’t rely on his ruling unless 
another Posek was found who ruled the same way. His שו"ת אבני נזר was 
published posthumously in 7 volumes by his son and grandson. The 
lectures he delivered on Shabbos were printed after the Holocaust in 
the Sefer Naos Deshe together with the Torah thoughts of his 
successors.  
24 Beitza 15b 
25 As is shown to us in the Purim story.  
26 Devarim 8:17 
27 Sota 48b. This causes him to ask what will I eat tomorrow.  
28 Devarim 8:18. The Gemara (Chullin 105a) records that the father of 
Shmuel would scrutinize his properties twice daily to see what had to be 
tended to. Thus we must also internalize the words of the Iyun Yaakov 
(Chullin 105a, s.v. חלא)- it is forbidden to be negligent towards the 
management of one’s properties and finances so that he shouldn’t 
become impoverished and need to rely upon others for sustenance. The 
Yam Shel Shlomo (105a, 9, s.v. ולענין) writes that one must be careful to 
safeguard them from losses. The Maharal says that if one protects and 
attends to his holdings, Hashem will protect and attend to them also.  
29 Tehillim 114:4-5. One must be honest in business and not even commit 
minimal theft such as doing personal tasks on work time, talking to 
friends when he should be working, using the companies supplies for 
his personal needs or the like. After all the Gemara (Shabbos 31a) says 
that after one dies, he will be asked נשאת ונתת באמונה; did you conduct 
your business dealings faithfully? In fact, in the past, before one went to 
work he had to be tested on Choshen Mishpat since how could one go 
out to work otherwise! This is what is meant in אם אין תורה אין דרך ארץ 
(Avos 3:21) as דרך ארץ refers to work. We must make sure that we don’t 
have ידים ידי עשו (Breishis 27:22); dishonest business dealings, as the 
hands refer to פרנסה as in מעשה ידים. Being honest in business can 
increase one’s wealth (Nida 70b). Additionally, עשו is related to the term 
   .finished, complete since he thinks it is all his efforts ;עשוי
30 The Gemara (Nida 70b) says that through Davening one can become 
wealthy.   
31 In a similar way this is how הנםיטוב שברופאים לג ; even the best of doctors 
are destined for Gehinom (Kidushin 82a) is explained. Since a doctor 
may think he is the one who heals, he doesn’t believe in the Bracha of 
 in Shemona Esrei, that Hashem is the healer. He therefore goes to רפאנו
Gehinom. Thus טוב has a Gematria of 17, as he only has proper intent in 
17 of the 18 Brachos in Shemona Esrei. That is, excluding the Bracha of 
  .(in the name of R’ Yisrael of Ruzin and R’ Meir of Premishlan) רפאנו


