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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Beshalach

PARSHAT Beshlach 5776

BITACHON

My Rebbe R' Chaim Shmuelevitz  cited in the name of his Rebbe R'  Yeruchem that on Parshas 

Beshalach one should speak about bitachon.  With that in mind, I would like to spend the next few

minutes speaking about bitachon.  How do we define bitachon - confidence in Hashem?  The Jewish

nation arrived at Yam Suf and was told to proceed onward towards the sea.  We see clearly stated

that the people should have had faith in Hashem and proceed onward towards the sea and that

everything would be fine: "Hashem said to Moshe, why do you cry out to Me?  Speak to the Children

of Israel and let them journey forth" (Shemos 14:15).  This was not the time for prayer, but to move

forward and enter the sea.

We are taught that Nachshon ben Aminadav was the first to "take the plunge" and entered the sea

and at a certain point the sea split and Bnei Yisrael were able to walk through on dry land.  What can

I derive from this?  Should I also walk into a river and assume that it will split for me because I wish

to reach the other side?  Clearly not, but is it only because Nachshon ben Aminadav is a far greater

tzaddik than me?  No, it is not only that - Nachshon heard Moshe speaking in the name of Hashem

that they must move forward as part of the people's journey towards the Promised Land of Eretz

Yisrael.

Given that I am not commanded to cross the Yam Suf, I had better not try entering it assuming that

Hashem will cause it to split on my behalf.  Only when I have a clear directive from a prophet can I

assume something will take place, otherwise I had better "play it safe."  The story is told of one of



the "baalei mussar" who gave a drasha stating that if a person has complete faith in Hashem then

his needs will be met.  For example, if one were to purchase a lottery ticket and have total faith that

his finances would be taken care of then indeed he would win the lottery.  A man in the audience

took this toheart and purchased a lottery ticket.  He then quit his job and decided to devote his time

to learning Torah, being convinced that he was going to win.  A week went by, two weeks and there

was  no  sign  of  any  money.   He  approached  the  Rav  who  had  spoken  and  told  him,  the  Rav

responded: "I will tell you what - the lottery is for a million rubles?  I will give you half a million right

now on condition that when you win you give me the million."  Eager to rid himself of his financial

worries, the man immediately agreed.  The Rav responded: "you clearly do not have total faith in

Hashem, for anyone who truly believes that he will win a million rubles will not sell it for half a

million.  I think you had better return to work."

Many, of course, disagree with this approach.  They define bitachon as confidence in Hashem that

whatever happens is for the best, for He knows what is good for me.  Someone related to me that

his father at a certain point had decided to leave Poland for Eretz Yisrael.  His relatives said - how

can you go, do you know how difficult it is to earn a living in Eretz Yisrael - it truly was very difficult

in those days.  The man decided to go, in the end with Hashem's help he found work in Eretz Yisrael

and we know very well about the fate of those who remained behind in Poland.  Only Hashem knows

what is truly good for us, we may think we know but the truth is that we do not.

After having crossed the sea, the Jews ended up in Marah and were very thirsty.  One would have

thought that after spending so much time relying on the dictates of Hashem they would have not

complained, yet we are told:  "the people complained against Moshe, saying: 'what shall we drink?'"

(Shemos 15:24).   This  was a great test  of  faith,  imagine  all  the children without  water  not  to

mention the donkeys braying loudly.  A person could go crazy just thinking about it.  Yet, the Jewish

people did not act properly and should have had bitachon.  Who knows, perhaps Hashem would have

performed a miracle where they would be able to survive without water.  They should not have

asked Hashem "what should I drink."

Shortly  thereafter  they  arrived  in  Refidim  where  they  were  attacked  by  Amalek.   The  pasuk

immediately preceding the description of this battle is that the people tested Hashem saying "is

Hashem among us or  not?"  Could it  be that because they had no water then they questioned

whether Hashem was with them?  Is the Hand of Hashem limited that He could not find a way to

quench their thirst?  We are speaking of people whose entire existence was following the word of

Hashem.

As mentioned above, we do not always know which direction to take, but certainly we must have

faith that Hashem does what is best for us.

One incident in the Torah which I have always had trouble understanding is the incident involving the

spies.  They returned from Eretz Yisrael with a report that there were giants and fortified cities and

suddenly the people were afraid to proceed.  How are we to understand this, we are speaking of

people who just more than a year before were living a life of "ein od milvado" "there is no besides

Him."  With all that they saw in Egypt it was clear that Hashem is All-Powerful, why should they be

afraid of a few giants or other strong people?  Just over a year ago they had walked through the sea

on dry land, after having just witnessed Hashem slaying all the firstborn of Egypt at one time!

We read in the prophets the people being chastised: "her leaders judge for bribes, and her kohanim

teach for a fee and her prophets divine for  money -  yet they rely on Hashem, saying: 'behold

Hashem is in our midst, no evil can befall us'" (Micha 3:11).  How can a people immersed in sins rely

on Hashem that He will do for them as they wish.  Keeping mitzvoth and following the dictates of the

Torah is one thing, but to have complete bitachon and at the same time live a sinful life?  This is

purely misguided.  Twice a day we declare that if we follow the dictates of Hashem then we will be

able to remain in Eretz Yisrael, otherwise we will not.  We must not rely on our own strength and

ability to make sure that everything will turn out as we wish.
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