
PAYBACK
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
Each test from Hashem is an opportunity to gain. 
When we overcome our natural inclination and 
make the right decision, we are the beneficiaries. 
Every good deed only brings blessing, which Hashem 
brings about at the proper time. On some occasions 
we see immediate benefit, and when that happens, it 
gives us chizuk for the times it is not so obvious.
One of the directors of Yad Eliezer told me a story 
about two wedding halls in Israel that are rented 
to poor families at a discount. Two girls, Sarah and 
Esther, got married the same day. Sarah booked first 
and received the bigger hall.
Esther really wanted that hall, so she called Sarah 
and asked if she would be willing to switch. Sarah 
declined, explaining that she too wanted a big 
wedding with many guests. However, after thinking 
it over, she decided, as an act of chesed, to call Esther 
back and offer her the bigger hall.
Esther was ecstatic. On her wedding day, Sarah felt 
a sense of calm. Giving up the larger hall had helped 
her focus on her future husband and the life of chesed 
they would lead together.
That day, the director of Yad Eliezer received a phone 
call. A man was marrying off his youngest daughter, 
and as a token of appreciation to Hashem, wanted to 
pay the wedding expenses of a poor bride in Israel.
"We have two weddings today,” the director said. 
“One in the big hall, and one in the small one." The 
man offered to pay for the wedding in the small hall. 
That night, Sarah received a check for the cost of the 
wedding. Her giving brought her immediate benefit. 
Though we don't always see that, nevertheless, 
Hashem is trustworthy to pay everyone back.  

THE BASIS OF JUDAISM
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

At Matan Torah, Hashem uses an unusual pronoun, anochi, which tells 
us that the speaker is someone intimately close to the listener. Amid an 
upheaval of nature, the earth quaking, Hashem proclaims Himself the sole 
absolute of the universe, through Whom alone all other beings exist, and 
immediately turns to each Jew and says: “I am your anochi.”

This verse is not a declaration, but a mitzvah. It does not mean “I, Hashem, 
am your G-d,” but “I, Hashem, shall be your G-d.” It lays the basis for our 
relationship with G-d, the duty Chazal call kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim.

What philosophers call “belief in G-d” is completely different. The 
fundamental truth of Jewish life is not belief in G-d's existence, or that 
Hashem is One. Instead, it is that the One and only G-d, the G-d of truth, is 
my G-d. He created me, made me what I am, gave me my duty, and guides 
me throughout life. I am not a coincidental product of the universe; rather, 

Throughout Tanach, we see that the Jewish people are Hashem's 
chosen ones. Some don't like this idea—do we think we are better 
than everyone else? But on second thought it makes perfect 
sense. When Hashem sought to give the Torah, no one wanted 
it but the Jews. Each other nation asked what the Torah says, 
and when told, answered that it was too hard. We said naaseh 
v'nishma. As a result, the other nations are only obligated to 
keep seven mitzvos, but we, who did accept the Torah, have 613. 
Is it surprising that Hashem favors the one nation that willingly 
accepted the obligation to be fully dedicated to serving Him?  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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every breath I take is a gift of His power and 
love. In other words, the essential thing is not to 
know that Hashem exists, but to acknowledge 
that He is my G-d and my fate is in His hands.

The factual basis for these truths? Yetzias 
Mitzrayim. More than any other nation, we 
owe Hashem everything. All Egypt had taken 
from us was returned by Hashem Himself: our 
individuality, the right to own property, the 
property itself. Consequently, He alone rules 
over our lives and our possessions. We belong 
only to Him. In Hallel, our national anthem, 
we sing “Ani avdecha ben amasecha, pitachta 
l’moseirai”—I am Your servant from birth, for 
You opened the chains of my slavery.

Therefore, Hashem says, v’heyisem li segulah 
mikol ha’amim, ki li kol ha’aretz, va’atem tihyu li 
mamleches kohanim v’goy kadosh.

A segulah is something that has no relationship 
to anyone but its owner. This is a fundamental 
condition of our relationship with Hashem: 
we are His, in every aspect of our nature. Our 
existence is dependent upon Him alone. He, 
and no other force, should shape our way of life.

Why? Ki li kol ha’aretz. Our relationship should 
not be exceptional, it should exist between Me 
and everyone on earth. All nations are Mine. I 
educate them to become Mine.

To achieve this, you must become a mamleches 
kohanim and goy kadosh. Each and every 
one of you is to be a kohen, by allowing your 
actions to be regulated by Me, by accepting ol 
malchus shamayim and living up to it. Through 
your living example, you spread knowledge 
of Hashem. The impression made by your 
community should be a goy kadosh, holy to 
G-d. You must be a unique nation, a people that 
does not seek to achieve its own glory, but the 
establishment of Hashem’s kingdom on earth. 

ONLY FOR OUR GOOD
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Sefer Hachinuch has a life-changing thought: “Know, my son, that the 

only thing Hashem derives from people doing His mitzvos is that He wants to 

do good for us. When a person is ready to receive the good, then Hashem will 

grant him that good. Therefore, He informed them of the good path, so that they 

can become good people. A special parsha is written in the Torah to inform us 

of this fundamental idea. ‘Now, Yisrael, what does Hashem want from you?...

only for your good’ (Devarim 10:12). Hashem asks nothing of you in doing His 

mitzvos other than to do good to you. As is written after this, ‘Behold! Hashem, 

your G-d, owns the heavens and the heavens above them, the earth and all that 

is in it. Only in your forefathers did Hashem delight to love them, and He chose 

their descendants after them’ (Devarim 10:15). This means that He does not 

need your mitzvos, but only out of His love for you, to give you merit, did he give 

them."

There is a master plan to our existence: to bestow upon us the greatest good 

possible that awaits us in Olam Haba. Someone may think, “This doesn't excite 

me.”

But imagine asking your seven-year-old nephew, "Choose from these two 

presents: a new bike, full of electronics and gadgets, that I have right here 

today, or if you want, when you are 25 years old, I will make you the CEO of my 

corporation.”

Which will Yankele choose? Surely the bike. Which is more valuable? Surely 

the corporation. Yankele just doesn't have the maturity to appreciate it. If his 

parents guide him, they will convince him not to give up something so valuable 

for a trivial toy.

As long as we are encumbered by the physical, we cannot perceive of what Olam 

Haba really is. So our Father in Heaven guides us, through his Torah, to choose 

Olam Haba in all that we do, so that we will be deserving of the ultimate and 

infinite good that He wishes to bestow. 

EAGER BEAVERS

How do beavers keep their teeth sharp?

Beavers need to build dams that keep their ponds deep enough to store their supply of food. For 
this purpose, they have front teeth that are as sharp as an axe, which they use to chop down trees. 
Constant use causes the teeth to wear down. An ax needs to be resharpened regularly, but the 
beaver’s teeth rejuvenate and grow back sharp again. If they did not, the beaver would not survive.

Since it spends a lot of time underwater, the beaver’s hind legs are shaped like oars that propel it 
through the water, and its tail shaped like a rudder. Transparent membranes cover its eyes, so it 
can remain under water for a long time with full vision. Beaver tools! 
Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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