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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT BESHALACH 5777

SHABBOS - TO REMEMBER THE MANNA AND YETZIAS MITZRAYIM

The latter  portion  of  the Parsha describes  the  falling of  the manna and how it  didn't  fall  on

Shabbos: "See that Hashem has given you the Shabbos, that is why He gives you on the sixth

day a two-day portion of bread" (Shemos 16:29). Therefore there are acts that we perform on

Shabbos to remember the manna, such as eating three meals because the pasuk states: "Moshe

said, eat it today, for today is a Shabbos for Hashem, today you shall not find it in the field"

(Beshalach 16:25), where the word "today" is written three times. We also cover the challahs

because the manna was covered with dew beneath and over it. In addition, we use two challahs

to commemorate the double portion that fell on Erev Shabbos.

Shabbos is a remembrance for the manna but also a remembrance for the exodus from Egypt,

for this outside of resting from melacha, we don't have any acts to commemorate it outside of

mentioning it in Kiddush. There is a difference in the miracles associated with the manna and

the miracles associated with the exodus from Egypt. Let's first analyze some of the differences

in the way we observe Shabbos and the way we observe the other Yomim Tovim associated with

Yetzias Mitzrayim. Shabbos is a sign of the perfection of the world - the Torah, in describing the

creation, states: "and G-d saw allthat He had made, and behold it was very good, and there was

evening and there was morning the sixth day. Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and

all their array. But the seventh day G-d completed His work ... G-d blessed the seventh day and
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sanctified it" (Bereishis 1:31 - 2:3).

The Shir Shel Yom for Shabbos is "Mizmor shir leYom HaShabbos, tov lehodos laHashem", "A

psalm, a song for the Sabbath day, it is good to thank Hashem" (Tehillim 92:1-2). Shabbos is a

sign of the perfection of the world and we thank Hashem for the beautiful creation.

Yetzias  Mitzrayim and other events, however are associated with things that weren't  perfect.

Our  descent  to  Egypt,  the  Gemara  teaches  us  either  came  as  a  result  of  Avraham  Avinu

questioning; "Hashem/Elokim whereby shall I know that I am to inherit it?" (Bereishis 15:8), or

because he returned the property to the king of Sodom, or because he enlisted the students as

soldiers rather than having them learn Torah. Furthermore, the sale of Yosef also ended up in

the Jewish nation's descent to Egypt. Therefore Pesach and the other Yomim Tovim began with

roots of sin. Rosh Chodesh as well resulted from the way the moon related to the sun in a less

than positive manner. Rosh Hashana is when Adam Harishon ate from the etz hadaas and Yom

Kippur is associated with the sin of the golden calf.

Because their roots are in sins, the musaf offering of the day includes a chatas, a sin-offering.

On  Shabbos,  and  the  daily  tamid  offering  for  that  matter,  don't  contain  a  chatas-offering

because they're associated with the sun,  with  the  perfection  of  the  creation.  Shabbos  as we

said, is testimony that the world is "tov meod", what Hashem made is perfect.

The manna, even though it  was the Jewish nation that benefited from it,  comes to teach the

entire creation that our food comes from Hashem. It's no use taking what was designated for

another person - each person has his share allotted for him. Similarly, anyone who tried to save

from one day to the next, what was saved became worm-infested.

Shabbos is a taste of olam haba. The pasuk says 'bayom hahu' - on that day, referring to the

Next World, Hashem will  be One and His Name will  be One. In this world we don't  see this.

However, at Mincha on Shabbos, our Shmone Esrei begins with "ata echad veshimcha echad"

"You are One and Your Name is One". We don't say "yihye - it  will  be", it  already is. This is

because Shabbos is a taste of olam haba. The question is why we wait until Mincha, the fourth

tefillah, to make this declaration.

I believe because there are four types associated with Shabbos. There's the Shabbos of creation

where Hashem sanctified the Shabbos, and there we say in the Shmone Esrei: "You sanctified

the seventh day for Your Name's sake, the conclusion of the creation of heaven and earth. Of all

days You blessed it and of all seasons You sanctified it."

Shabbos morning is the Shabbos of matan Torah, the Torah was given on Shabbos. Therefore

we say: "Moshe rejoiced in the gift of his portion, that You call him a faithful servant ... and He

brought  down  two  stone  tablets  in  his  hand  on  which  is  inscribed  the  observance  of  the

Shabbos."  Musaf  is  the  Shabbos associated with the Beis  Hamikdash,  where  we mention the

offering associated with the day: "on the Sabbath day, two first-year lambs, unblemished ..."

As an aside, Yom Kippur is also me'ein olam haba - it's described as a day without eating or

drinking but simply basking in the Divine Presence. On Yom Kippur we are like angels.  It's a

different sort of olam haba. On Shabbos we delight in the Shabbos by eating and drinking. Rav

Dessler used to say that while it's important to eat chulent we shouldn't allow the chulent to eat

the Shabbos. It's important to eat and drink and sleep but it's also important to learn Torah on

Shabbos. The Zohar states that chiddushei Torah that are written on Shabbos are on a very high

level.

On Yom Tov there is a dispute whether it should be half for Hashem, tefillah and learning, and

half for you - the festive meals, or entirely for Hashem or entirely for you. The Gemara says

that on Shabbos all are in agreement, that we require "lachem", for you, even the opinion who

says that Yom Tov can be spent entirely for you.
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Chazal teach us that the Torah was given to those who ate the manna. What does this mean?

Firstly, their daily needs were provided, there was no work that was needed to be done, and

there was therefore time to learn Torah. Secondly, by eating the manna people see that Hashem

provides  everything.  We  must  realize  that  it  doesn't  help  to  try  to  take  that  which  isn't

designated for  you. When we realize this,  we're able to learn Torah with all  our  hearts,  and

Hashem provides for our needs in order that we should be able to learn Torah. Shabbos is a day

we don't work which, as with those who ate the manna whose needs were provided for them,

it's a day meant for being involved in learning Torah and spiritual pursuits. 
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