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“And they shall make Me a 

sanctuary so that I will dwell 

among them. According to all 

that I show you, the pattern of 

the tabernacle and the pattern 

of all its vessels, and so you 

shall do.” (From this week’s 

Torah portion, Terumah, 

Exodus 25:8-9)  “The Temple somehow connects to my soul in an 

unbelievable way. It is something that I do not understand, but it is 

my Jewish essence that is connected to it. I don’t know, I don’t 

think about it. I simply want and anticipate and hope that I will also 

participate, with G-d’s help, in the building of the Temple.” 

(Feiglin supporter, Emmanuel Gertel, in the film “Awakenings“. 

Gertel is not an “Orthodox” Jew.)                                                                               

“Yes, it has to be budgeted and it must be done. What is the 

problem? When I go to the Kotel with my son, I explain to him that 

it is like being outside, in the parking lot.” (Zehut supporter Uri 

Noi, answering the question: Do you support the building of the 

Third Temple now? In an interview (Hebrew) on Israeli television. 

Noi is not an “Orthodox” Jew.)                                                          

What is the pull of the Temple? What are they connecting to? It is 

not only the ‘crazy’ seculars of Zehut who are connected to the 

Temple. Herzl also spoke about the Temple, as did Yair Stern, who 

insisted on making the building of the Temple part of his 13 

principles, despite the fact that he knew that it would distance many 

of his fighters. Why do we need such a primitive and bizarre thing 

in our modern times?                                                                         

For Emmanuel, the Temple Mount plucks on heartstrings so deep 

that he cannot even describe them. Uri the intellectual reaches the 

same point through the dimension of national pride; we also need a 

Buckingham Palace we can call our own; the Prime Minister’s 

residence simply does not fit the bill.                                                

Both of them are right. But as someone who for years has been 

going up to the Temple Mount and trying to understand why it 

mesmerizes the world, I would like to add another dimension.         

From the day that the Temple was destroyed, our Sages explain, the 

taste of life was taken from us and given to the idol worshippers. In 

other words, since the Temple was destroyed, we really don’t have 

much of a life. We are like zombies, walking shadows, not people 

who are really alive. We can choose between living a life of 

recluse, sequestering ourselves from the world and its temptations; 

the Christian method, or we can choose the Moslem, animal 

method of living a life of physical lust. But to synthesize between 

the physical and spiritual, between body and soul; to create a life of 

harmony between the two, is not possible without the Temple. The 

flavor of life has been lost.                                                                

How is the Temple connected to all of this?                                     

The Temple on the Temple Mount is a physical point that can be 

located on a map. It is the place chosen by the Creator to manifest 

His Divine Presence and from which to spread it across the entire 

earth. In other words, the Temple is the connection point between 

the physical and the meta-physical. It is like the human brain that 

while it has grey matter, it is also the seat of thoughts and emotions. 

The Temple is the brain of the universe. It is the place where the 

physical and meta-physical meet and create life. When the Temple 

was destroyed, it was as if our brain was taken and replaced by a 

robot; not really life at all. A robot cannot enjoy life; its flavor is 

irrelevant to it.                                                                                      

Longing for the Temple is longing for life, for the renewed 

connection between body and soul in both the individual and 

universal dimensions. Humanity, in its entirety, anticipates the 

fountain of life that will burst forth from Jerusalem. Ultimately, it 

will force it upon us. In the meantime, the world is angry at us for 

not supplying the merchandise; and rightfully so. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Moshe Feiglin   

 

 

                                                                                                    

Zehut party's 1st conference led by Moshe Feiglin takes place in 

Tel Aviv Port. 'Government sent soldiers to Gaza's alleyways not to 

win.'  Former Knesset member Moshe Feiglin, chairman of the 

Zehut party, spoke this evening (Tuesday) to two-thousand 

participants at the party convention held at Hangar 11 in Tel Aviv 

Port.       Feiglin introduced the new party's principles and referred 

to the report on Operation Protective Edge: "Everyone is talking 
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about the Protective Edge report, while ignoring the basic facts: the 

government sent soldiers into booby-trapped alleyways in order not 

to win.       "Decision makers feared the collapse of Hamas and did 

not actually strive to defeat it, and we have achieved a stalemate 

with an ephemeral terrorist organization. Unfortunately, if the 

situation continues, our sons will return and be sent to the 

alleyways of Gaza also in the next round," warned Feiglin.               

Feiglin also discussed his political program and called for ending 

the occupation, as he phrased it: "We shall apply the sovereignty of 

the State of Israel to the entire expanse of our country, and we will 

develop the country for future generations. Zehut will guard the 

human rights of its citizens, including those who are not Jews. 

Arabs in Judea and Samaria will be offered various options: 

Continue living as permanent residents, immigration assistance for 

those interested, and citizenship for those who prove loyalty to 

Israel and become partners in maintaining security."                       

Feiglin stressed in his speech, "We are participating in an historical 

event, an event in which we begin to restore the country to the 

people. The Zehut party finally presents a clear vision to the State 

of Israel." 

 

 

 

Shmuel Sackett, chairman of 

Zehut International, spoke to 

Arutz Sheva on Tuesday on the 

sidelines of the Zehut party’s 

convention at the Tel Aviv Port.                                                                          

Sackett said that Manhigut 

Yehudit, the faction of the 

Likud which was led by Moshe 

Feiglin and from which Zehut 

was formed, was happy to have 

joined the Likud but is also happy to have left it. This is because 

“90% of what we were doing in the last few years was internal 

Likud battles. Battles on the platform and on the candidates, and 

battles with the Central Committee members. It got to the point 

where we have a strong, powerful message to deliver to the Israeli 

people and all we were doing was fighting with fellow Likud 

members day and night.”                                                             

Zehut, continued Sackett, “is all about leadership, because 

otherwise you’re just a little sectorial group representing the knitted 

kippot or the haredim or the secular or whatever. Israeli politics is 

seriously divided into groups and that’s the downside of what’s 

happening in this country.”                                                                

“We decided not to focus on that issue but rather go the Israeli 

public,” he stated. “We have answers to the Israeli problems. 

Whether it’s helping young couples buying homes, or whether it’s 

security or whether it’s legalizing cannabis or giving parents the 

ability to educate their children according to their value system. 

Therefore, we decided to go to the Israeli public with this message, 

surrounded and focused on Jewish identity. And yes, we’re going 

for nothing less than leadership of this country.”                              

The reasons there are so many English speakers in Zehut, opined 

Sackett, is that “Americans appreciate what true democracy is, and 

that is why they have gravitated towards the Zehut party. We’re 

going to have open primaries, the likes of which the state of Israel 

has never seen before. We are a true, democratic party and Anglos 

appreciate that.”                                                                                 

Zehut will allow one out of every 10 members of its Knesset slate 

to be representing Zehut International.                                              

“Obviously, it will be an Israeli citizen, but that person will be 

elected to that spot by international members, non-Israeli citizens, 

because we don’t only just want their money. We want their voice, 

we want their influence, we want to really give them the feeling 

that we care about them, and that this is their land as well,” said 

Sackett. 

 

 

 

YERUSHALAYIM - Moshe Feiglin, 

the former Likud MK who left the 

party after he failed to achieve a 

“realistic” position in the Likud’s 

2014 Knesset list, is back – this time 

with a party of his own. Over 1,000 

people gathered in Jerusalem 

Tuesday night to inaugurate the 

Zehut (Identity) Party, which Feiglin 

plans to run in the next Knesset elections, currently scheduled for 

2018.                                                                                               

The Zehut platform is similar to that of his previous Manhigut 

Yehudit faction’s positions, when that group was one of the largest 

factions in the Likud. Zehut advocates annexing all of Yehudah and 

Shomron, with incentives for Arabs to emigrate. Those who wish to 

remain in Israel will have to demonstrate loyalty to the state, 

meeting conditions which have yet to be specified. Speaking at the 

Tuesday event, Feiglin said that “we intend to end the occupation 

and open the state to all Israelis for generations to come. We will 

ensure the civil rights of all people, including non-Jews, and we 

will offer various options to the Arabs of Yehudah and Shomron.”          

The party’s domestic agenda advocates much more personal 
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freedom, and much less government intervention in the daily lives 

of Israelis. For example, Zehut advocates instituting a voucher 

system, under which parents can send their children to the school of 

their choice, with tuition covered by the state, as an alternative to 

centralized public education. Housing prices would be reduced by 

the reduction of involvement by quasi-government agencies, such 

as the Israel Lands Administration, the nominal “owner” of over 90 

percent of the land in Israel. Feiglin, an observant Jew, also 

advocates reducing the role of the Chief Rabbinate in the life of the 

state, for example, privatizing hashgachah along the lines of the 

various badatzim as opposed to having the Rabbinate involved in 

hashgachah. He would also promote turning the IDF into a 

volunteer army, eventually eliminating the draft.                          

Speaking at the event, Feiglin said that the State Comptroller’s 

Report on Operation Protective Edge, released earlier in the day, 

indicated that a real change was needed. “The basic fact that the 

report shows is that the government sent our soldiers to fight in the 

alleyways of Gaza not to win. The government feared the collapse 

of Hamas, and did not really seek to beat them, instead engineering 

a stalemate. Unfortunately, this only means that we will have to 

send our sons back to those same alleyways.”  

 

 

 

 

These are translated excerpts from a brilliant Facebook post 

written by journalist Gali Bat Horin, a self-described 

leftist/rightist who attended the Zehut Conference Tuesday 

evening. 

Yesterday, I attended the First Zehut Conference, where Moshe 

Feiglin presented his new party, Zehut, under the slogan “To be a 

free Jew”.                                                                                         

Who are you, Moshe Feiglin?                                                               

In the course of the evening, I heard many speakers. There were 

religious fanatics alongside anarchists, emancipationists with an 

uncompromising approach toward individual liberties, willing to 

rebel against all public authority. Religious messianism alongside 

pragmatism and realpolitik, original thinkers who can be potentially 

dangerous, but perhaps will herald the message to free Israel from 

the dead end in which we have been stuck for 50 years. There were 

rational voices with practical solutions alongside the poetry of 

dreamers.                                                                                              

This diversity would have been nice and enriching, glorifying any 

large, whole and diverse party – if all of these had not been – one 

Feiglin.                                                                                              

Feiglin is not a rightist, despite his resolve on the Land of Israel 

issue. The Right feels threatened by him, perhaps justifiably so. He 

is too original to be anticipated and it seems that he thoroughly 

enjoys his ability to shake up old dogmas - not something that the 

conservative Right can bear.                                                               

Part of the Left, on the other hand, may, by my estimate, connect to 

the most solid and significant face of this enigmatic and dialectic 

man – and that is his serious commitment to bring about freedom 

for humanity.                                                                                        

A leader who sees the state mechanisms as a hampering and 

hindering factor cannot be nationalist. In this way, he is much more 

of an anarchist. But his anarchism is not of the universal type, as he 

is firmly attached to Jewish identity as an anchor for liberty.             

That is liberty to…and not liberty from…                                           

The freedom to be what you are - not the freedom to do whatever 

you want. There is no harder and all-encompassing task for a 

person than the constant struggle to remain faithful to his inner 

essence.                                                                                                 

Feiglin is a philosopher. Whether you like his views or not, he is as 

smart as can be, a rational utopian who regards the welfare of the 

individual with the utmost importance – but his method is the 

opposite of the social/socialists. He is deeply religious and aspires 

to build the Holy Temple in Jerusalem – but abhors all forms of 

religious coercion. He really thinks that every Jew – in his own way 

– has his own place in the mosaic, which will not be complete 

without him.                                                                                          

It is a given that every politician will try to make himself likeable 

to constituents from all walks of life, that he will want to promise 

everyone that he will be the person fighting for their conflicting 

goals and aspirations. Skilled politicians do this by blurring their 

opinions so that, just like the oracle, every person hears and 

understands only what he is interested in hearing.                               

Feiglin does just the opposite. He expresses his ideas lucidly and 

cogently, with self-confidence that looks like it is drawn from an 

internal sense of conviction. It is as if he doesn’t know – or doesn’t 

care - how much a non-observant person like myself cringes to hear 

straight talk about the Holy Temple. He doesn’t give any discounts 

to his ultra-Orthodox listeners, either, when he presents the 

homosexual candidate for his party list. Or when he openly talks 

about transfer as a solution that convincingly sounds like it actually 

serves the concepts of liberty and justice.                                             

"The Beginning Steps of the Next 

Israeli Prime Minister"                           

by Gali Bat Horin 
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Maybe it works because he has discovered something essential that 

naturally and organically succeeds in integrating everything – 

something that is so basic that it can actually contain all paradoxes. 

Something to which I connect – not necessarily from my Jewish 

identity, but from my self-identity. Something that I see as the most 

important human project and the greatest human challenge of our 

era.                                                                                                       

One thing is for sure – today Feiglin proved that he can inspire an 

audience – an audience that is made up of the most diverse mix that 

has yet been seen, in an Israeli mosaic that represents almost all the 

population.                                                                                           

The most interesting question right now is if this group of people 

represents no more than an anomalous collection from every camp, 

sect and origin. Are they no more than those rare individuals with 

independent thinking? Or are they a true representation of the 

nation?                                                                                               

Because if the second possibility is correct, then it is not 

improbable to say that what we saw here today are the beginning 

steps of the next prime minister. 

 

 

 

Tear-stained residents of the Ofra homes scheduled for demolition 

Tuesday said they would leave their homes without physical 

resistance to security forces, but added that the move to demolish 

their homes would not “break them”.                                                                                             

Esther Brot, a resident of the neighborhood slated for demolition, 

said she and her family had moved out of their home a month ago 

in favor of temporary housing and said the lessons she would take 

away from the current situation would be to redouble her 

commitment to the settlement enterprise.                                          

“A month ago, when it became clear that we weren’t going to win 

the legal battle, we decided to take responsibility for ourselves and 

our children and we moved. When the security forces come, we 

will take a stone from this house and use it as the cornerstone for 

our next home here in Ofra, which will be bigger, nicer and 

stronger,” Brot told Israel Radio in Hebrew.                                     

Brot, like all the residents, reserved ferocious condemnations for 

both the judiciary and for right-wing politicians who have overseen 

multiple settlement demolitions. She accused Prime Minister 

Netanyahu of “stuttering” about the right of settlers to live and 

build in Judea and Samaria, and the High Court of Justice of 

relying on a tacit admission of recognition for Jordanian 

sovereignty over Judea and Samaria from 1948 to 67 – something 

that only Great Brittan and Pakistan recognized at the time – in 

order to rule against the residents, instead of accepting legal 

opinions like former Justice Edmund Levy that present Jewish 

building in the region as legally sound.                                               

“The injustice we have suffered here is that we never even got our 

day in court,” Brot added. “My home is going to be demolished 

without anyone proving that he or she is the rightful owner of the 

land. Forget about ideology for a moment – our lawyer checked out 

the issues of land ownership. I was granted building permits by the 

council. I was allowed to register my ownership of the land. I 

bought my home like every other person in Israel.”                           

Asked about the legal case against the community, Brot and others 

said that left-wing groups that continually fail to win elections are 

waging a legal war of attrition against the settlement movement. 

“They turned to the court, and the court ordered the demolition of 

my home without asking for any proof of land ownership 

whatsoever. The court is supposed to do justice – if this land is 

privately owned, let the [land owners] come forth and show the 

documents. Let them prove it.” 

 

 

Tears, Songs as Ofra                    

Residents Leave Homes                                                    
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